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Ty ony YOUR Sunk CLUB has just eoncluded its first yerr 25 an 
Organizagion end it seems to be well on the way to a successful car- 
Cain the org-nigation meeting “as held at the American Museum of 
Watural History on Jahuery 320, 1949. Meetings were held in. February, 
iaren, May, October “nd November, All mectines were held at the 
Americen jiuseum., A delightful and oroductive field trio. to .the 
Plushing j.eadovws at Douglaston, Long Island, was held by the Club in 
ee 


Some of the more interesting navers read before the Club durin 


(madulee* by itr, Pred Yobelman (with fine exhibits.) 

the Lend Shells of Jamaica" by tir. Morris. Jacobson 

‘Shella of Sanibel Islend, florida" by Mre, Het'.intwisle 

ithe Story of the Disversal of tho Galvert Gollection# 

by ir, Anthony D' Attilio 

WA Pield 'rin to the Niantic River" by: Dr, Walter cisacobs 
Hollowins each meetins there is considerable trading end swansing 
of Shells, Shells are then identified -nd catalogued, One of the 
orojects of the Club for the coming yernr is to rewise the list of 
New York Mollusca, 

All those interested in Mollusca, residing in or about ew 

“ork are invitee ta join the Ciub, 


Thee nresent officers are: 





itt. Morris Ky Jacobson, 455 Beach 17° St., 
Rockaway Beach, Jew York 


VICs CRISTORS Ts tel Anan Attilio, 102 Hiliton 
AG@Tes,. Yomkerg, “+ *. 

Sao RetTAR¥: Dr. Weltex he weeooe, 1°4 West °% St., 
New fork 20,52. is 
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lite, Edward I, Cowles Jr, ; 
12 liillerest Ave., Ue Roctrelle, New York 


Mit, and iirs, Anthony D'Attilio 
102 Hilltop “Acres,' Yonkers, ilew York 


Ur,,and lirs, H,.iintwisle 
49 Beech 5St., Nutley, New Jersey 


Mr, Harold leinberg : 
147 West Tremont Ave., 3ronx 53, New York 


irs, Allen L, freas 
8935 86th St., Woodhaven 21, New York 


hire aimil V, Gundelach 
64 Lisnenard Aves, New Rochelle, New York 


Mr, George I, Jacobs. 
845 Riverside Drive, New York Cit Wai 
’ ¥ 


Dr, Walter Hy, Jacobs 
124 West 93rd St,., New York 25, New York 


tir, Morris K, Jacobson 
lite Js limmest Jacobson ¥ 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach, New tork 


Mr, Gdward Karlin : 
2715 Webb Aves, New York 635, New York 


mr, Hick Katsaras g 

479 B South Washington Ave,., Bergenfield, New Jersey 
My, and Mrs, Arthur J, Teaifond 

760 Clinton Aves, Uewark S, New Jersey 


lir, , Sidney Marks 
c/o Blouvelt, Florence St,, Leonardo, N.J. 


Miss H, Schroeder 
8907 89th Aves, Woodhaven, New York 


ir, l’red Tobleman 
! a Es 
L5; Brenner Ste, Newark, Jew Jersey 


Mires George By Wilmott ; 
5910 Amboy Rd., Frinces Bay, Staten Island, N.Y. 


iiiss Matilda Weingartner j 
17 Amelia Court, West Brighton, Staten Island, N.Y. 
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xx%* We are proud and hanny to be able to oresent in this number 

of the NO T BS two really worhtwhile navers, The name Calvert 
Collection avnears contini-lly “hen shell enthusiasts gather for 
any discussion... Prokably no nrivate collection has ever been so vast 
in scope nor suffered such vicissitudes, Jir,D'Attilio was in a 
oeCuliarly fortunate position to view this great collection in its 
latter days, and we are hapoy to be able to bring his recollections 
to the attention of the interested ».ublic, It is also a source of 
satisfaction to know that efter all its wanderings the rermmant of 
the Calvert Collection has at last found haven in the »sossession of 
someone who loves the ste lls for themselves , where they may weil be 
the nucleus for 2 collection as great 1s the original, 


wie Mrs, Freas's valuable vaver serves to bring to the general 
notice’a oroject that the Nav YORK SiuLL CLUB hes set for itself, 


nemely 2 revision of the molluscan fauna of New Yor City end 
vicinity, We valn also a detailed listing of all verified. Local} 
ities, All data on this subject will be sratefully acce rted by the 
oresaident of the Club, Mr, Morris Kk, Jacobson, A565 Beach 139 Sts, 
Rockaway Beach, New Yorks, 


KKEX A further oroject we have set for ourselves is the comoilation 
of a detailed history of all early Shell 7nd Concholosical Clubs or 
Associations of N ¥, Brooklyn etc, The President will anoreciate 
hearing from anyone who has MS, vrinted or vyerbel data on this sub- 
jeGle 


x%e% The following new members have recently joined the Clu8: 

Mire Leroy Wilcox, Sneonk, Long Island, N Y ’ 

Mr, Walter Smit, 436 Beach 135 St,, “ockaway Beach, 8 BA 
r, liex G, Hammerschisg, 325 Grove’ d., South Orange, Ne Je 
rs, Mollie Baker, 55 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, Net. 
x*%* The January meeting wes unusually interesting, In addition 
to her saper, Mrs, Freas presented a larce series of kodachrome: 
slides of shells she had taken herself, whey were amazinely good and 
simply enchanted the sxectators. Ke* Vir, i test Jacobson snoke on 
peculiar locations and sistribution of the -iuro ean shell Radix 
auricularia, In addition to several widely scattered localities 
where it occurs, Mr. Jacobson cited one record of 1850 from Vlat- 
bush, Brooklyn, ‘This colony is undoubtedly nov extinct, *="l't. 
DiAttilio gave e well rougded talk on the the econemic value of 
molluscs and oresented the members with smell (dead shells, we: has- 
ten to assure the authorities) s»xecimens of the destructive Achatina, 
fulica that is getting itself such a lurid reoutatfion throughout 
the Pacific world, In addition to these shells, the members also 
received fine large s»,ecimens of Radix auriculoriay oresented.by — 
gimest Jacobson, Cevolis alauda from Oriente, Cuba yresenved by itr, 
Wiidmott, ond several WN YT nark svecies oresented by iiTSe HLCAS « 
The next meeting (see above) oxromises to be fully 2s interesting, 


with an ihlustrated talk, ete, ALL Lr eae Wea go 
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polls: NOTHS ON ‘RAS GRAAT CLAVIl SHEL COLTACT ION 
“by Mr, Anthony D' Attilio 
Read at the November 16, 1949 meeting of the I] Y S$ C) 





My interest ing shell collecting began in 1936, I lived 
several blocks south of the Museum of Jatural History and at 
every oovortunity I would find myself there in the shell holl, 
(Now unfortusately gone -~ Bditors Note), After studying the 
shells for a while, it was my habit t6 so to the booksho>, ifiss 
Mack, who was in chargé then, was cuite friendly and in time = £0 
around to being something of a helyn to her by labelling some cf t 
shells she acquired for sale in the bookshon, In the merntime 
through my shell j.urchases from dealers over 2. jeriod of several 
years, I became » little oroficient in jrdeine the commercial 
| Value of shells, This of course annl#éd to those shells in demand 
| by collectors, mainly. 


in the early vert of 1939 Miss Mack »=sked me one day if I 
wanted to helo our a dealer who was to brine over a large coll- 
ection from iingland, ‘The dealer was 2 so vecialist in minerals and 
jneeded some help to familiarize himself «ith shells, Eventually 
[was introduced to itr, Mertin Ghrmang end told something about 
the Calvert Collection, All this nut me into quite an excited 
state of mind, 


| The Collection finally arrived in this country and Mr, Uhrman 
tried without success to interest-the city of Baltimore in its »sur- 

jchase, he John Calvert who had been lergely resnonsible for bring- 

ing the collection together, was suovosedly some rel>tion to Lord 

; Baltimore, for details of which see comments 2nd references on the 

Calvert Collection in Sherborn's book “YH! IS THE --~ COLLAcTIone" 






It was evident that a number of collections had been assembled, 
Meny shells had been snurchased at the social functions that were 
auctions in those days. Those present 2t such auctions triéd to 
syend as lavishly as oosrible not only to acquire the shells, but 
for the social oresitge it brought them, Also Calvert h-d outfitted 
a yacht called the "Scout" for a collectine trin to the South Seas, 
There were shells from this exvedition, a number of Hugh Cumming's 
dunlicates snd shells nurchesed from some of the continental dealers, 
All together it required seven van loads to transvort the Calvert 
iuseum, 


The shells upon reaching this couatry were stored in a sub-base~ 
ment of the International Building in Radio City, in the same build- 
ing where Mr, Hhrmany hed ean office and show room for his mineral 
specimens, I will slways remember the first time he took me down 
to that bsement end the thr@il as I saw thet vast array of shells, 
Most of them, excent those stored in a number of cabinets, were 
packed in 300 large cases, In turn these cases held smaller vooda@ 
boxes, These smaller boxés usually cont»ined shells of one genus, 
It required 20 boxes or more to hold some genera that were numerous 
in species, Ut took 15 boxes to hold the mitres alane for example, 

(continustion) 
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After several attemots had failed to disoose of the collec*ica 
as @ whole, Mr, dhrman finally decided to ell the contents pyiecemenl. 
I.was 7t this moment coalled in and arrangements with Mr, whrman 
were mode» I consented to contribute my time, advice and other nec~ 
essary belo for the »vrivilege of selectins shelis for myself, You 
sollectore will mostly cgree that I could not have wanted it any 
betaers 


Also at this time I found out# some details of how the collect n 
hansened to find its way here, The Calvert heirs or those in j.ossess- 
jon of the collection at the time had tridd without success to dis 
9686 of it in iInglands, When this failed the American Iuseum of Natural. 
History hod been arsroached, ‘his informetion was meade available sto 
Miss iiack in thé bookstore, who in tum interested i'r, Hh rMe.n « 


As shell inthusissts followed one snother in nicking over the 
collection, it# became - task to keeo such a colossal amount of ind- 
ividual snecimens, labels etc, in some semblance of order, At the 
same time I was familicrizing Mr. “hmman with the monetary aspec* 
the more desirable snecies and genera, In order to move the: Less 
showy and smaller shells, Mr, Ehrman decided to disvose of these a% 
ten cents a lot, A lot might consist of 3 or 30 shells, @s long as 
they were in one tray or box. Many hundred dollars 6f such lots were 
sold, All this seemed to fail making even a dent in the size of the 
collection, As I recall, one incident stands vividly in my mind ner- 
hans with a oang, <A fine cabinet of about 6 feet tall nd 50 inches 
wide was comoletely filled with s.ecimens of Conus, “he drawers, a 
double row, were 711 covered ith ghass and contained conservatively 
about 3,000 soecimens, One evening I came in and found the 3,000 
cones svrend all over tables and floorss Someone hed surchased the 
cabinet alonel!} 

Sometime during the following year, 1940, Mr. Hugh Milliken, a 
retired gentleman, bought the remaindde of the collection, I followed 
the shells end thereafter transferred my setivities to 94th Street. 

A large unused greenhouse in that street ws rented and the shells put 
on Gdisvolay, PHrelielilken nived 4 salesgirl, got some gublicity and 
many collectors made tieir appearence, There were still oleniy ef 
shells, too many for one man to digestfor yenrs.s ‘he landlord after 
some months wished to regain vossession of the aereenhouse and the 
collection was moved to 2 store on Hast 62nd Street, Although many 
choise shells were gone, there were still untouched boxes containing 
lend shells, freshwater bivelves and utivalves and marine bivalves 
inf countless numberse 





Several months went by, perhaps close to a year, when Mr, iilliken 
decided to sive up thestore and bring the temainigg shells to hic © %7% 
ment, I worked with him until 1942, during which we amused ours¢. - = 
and served& on ocersional collector. ‘Ye also sent to the US Neva 
hiuseum o-rcels containing large numbers of small shells in chase 


topped boxes, ‘hey bought some and returned the remaindgér, 


jiventually Mr, Milliken’ became quite i11, the collection was 
packed up and sent to Old Tyme, Connecticut, the home of his brother, 
Ri this point I took leave of the Calvert Collection, Severa: years 
age the collection was bought by Mr, Hertheote Woolsey, and when I 
visited lir. ‘Joolsey, 7 familiser sight sreeted my eyes which serve: to 
~ecall the small nart I had dleyed in the history and dsversal of the 
Great Calvert Collection, 
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MOLLUSKS OF NuaW YORK CITY PARKS 
by Mrs, Allen L, Freas 


(Read at the January 8 meeting of the Wew York Shkl1 Club) 


A tour of some of the e¢ity oarks added = number of shells, and 
some interesting faets, to our collection of both. Five places 
were visited and we heared torcarry a cotitle of emmoty. jars. ion every 
picnics 





Central Park ake yielded twenty-five Vivivara contectoides, halt 
of which were emnty sheils, The rest were “alive, This was the ony 
~ark in which we found these snails, We other forms “ere located 
there, although we followed the stream fro some distance, 


In Bronx Park, there is a low fence between the oath and the 
river, We asked the guard if we were sermitted to steo over, and his 
grin was friendly as he said, "Sure, and they all do iti" However. 
we were disaovointed, as we fourd only ten Physa heterostronha, along 
the muddy edge of the river, in the south end of ‘the ark, 


Brooklyn Botanic Gardéns has a bi tede stream running through it, 
and we followed its length on one bank, »nd came back on the onnosite 
side, There were many forms, ~-Vivivara chinensis malleatus were 
phentiful, but smaller in size than those found later in Forest Park. 
Also were found Helisoma trivolvis, Stagnicola oalustris | elodes, 
and Physa heterostrooha. We picked uo Angu&Sssoira alternata _ 


along the damn soil of the bank. 





In Prosvect Park, in a quiet pool mear the boat house, there 
were many iclisome, trivolvis, most of them just beyond our reach in 
the water, but four small non-union boys were delighted with the 
vay of a few vennies, and the excuse to climb around on the rocks 
and nick uo the snails, They brought us thrity-one, some white, 
some horn-colored, 


Forest Park, = few blocks from home, vas visited many. times, 
but we took only forty large Vivinara chinensis, leaving the young 
ones, However 4 small Physa was found or. the reverse of a lily- 


pad thaté we brought home. 


In cleaning the shells, it was found that many of both species 
of Vivinara contained sachin tel ted albumen surrounding tiny shells. 
Tie ve V. chinensis young were in a white square of albumen, and the 
baby V,_ “contectoides were entlosed in round sellets of the same 
substance. 


One day I was taking victures of shells, After I had adjusted 
the Lishts fom a, nicture Odi ee Wee Vig V. chinensis, I found the large 
snail with a quarter inch one beside e it, Two more anpeared later, ' 
and all three little Vivinvara, plus a Physa end its two young ones, 
are now thriving on lettuce, in a small aquarium in my kitchen. ‘Thus 
avery day I am reminded of that may be found in, our New York City 
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on DEED “ORE, 

The: seconé field of tne New York Shelh Club took place on 
Saturday, Hay 13 at the well known Annsville Cut at Annsville near 
Peekskill, The Cut is a snectacular bit of engineering, involvina 
tic excavation of a narrow, high-walled canyon to accomodate th: 
snort road connecting the Bear Mountain’Highway and US route 9% 

Cut was made through a mass of phyllite, a mineral related to shale, 
and the underside of the rock-ledges left by the digging, esnecian' 
lly where ground water seepage left a persistant stpot of moisture, 
. formed a favorite shelter for large numbers of Triodopsis albola- ° 
bris,Leach, To celebrate the occasion of the field trip of course, 
all the snails left their usual hang-outs, and the few specimens we 
did manage to find, were hiding prosaically under old corrugated 
hoxes in the fields. This was the first disappointment of the trip, 
However the members scurried about diligently, the more experienced 
ones: finding a 'likely spot! and sticking to it through dust and 
drieds:tones till finally the dirt began to pay off. In this 
iianner Mr.‘Tobleman discovered the only two Stenotrema hirsutus 
of the day, as well as a nice nest off dedd but well cleaned and 
well preserved Tr, albolabris albolabris. Mr, Feinberg, in the same 
way, was the only one to find our lone specimens of Discus’ cronk- 
chitei catskillensis and Retinella electrina. To summarize, the land 
Collecting, because of only light and intermittant rains, was not a 
great success, 


43 








The short connecting road that runs through the Annsville Cut 
crosses two small creeks, Annsville Creek to the east of the Cut and 
Canopus Creek to the west, These twa creeks join about a mile fur- 
ther down to form Peekskill Creek which drains into the Hudson. The 
entire drainage here is much influenced by tides, and the Club was 
fortunate enough to arrive as the tide was ebbing, Hence fresh water 
collecting was more satisfactory, Our best find here was huge nun- 
pers of Bithinia tentaculata, an immigrant (some hod) from liurope 
«ho lies made himself at home in various varts of the USA, as Mr. Tucice 
er Abbott described in a recent number of the American liuseum oub~ 
lication “Natural: History." We also took numbers of Physa heteros~ 
tropha (P. sayii), Helisoma trivolvis and Stagmicola palustris eloddés. 
ALL these forms are considerably smaller than similar svecies founa 
up stream or in lakes in the neighborhood, the dwarfing probably be® 
ing caused by the regular tides, On submerged water weeds (Blodia) 
we found small Amnicola porata as well es Bythinia and Physa. But 

‘good as the collecting in fresh water wes, we were again not spared. 
a disannointment. 


One of the gonls of the trip was the collexting of live Littor~ 
idina from Peekskill Creek for Dr, Morrison of the National Museum, 
Mr,Jacobson had found large numbers of these snails on Ulodia sever- 
al years ago, The snails had been nermitted to dry out and hence 
coulda not be snecifically identified, since for this difficult group 
a study of the soft parts is necessary. Now we were to get live or 
at least alcoholic specimens for determination, But the weeds were 
not yet up and the snails were not found, not even on@e ‘Where, do 
they pass the winter and early onrt of snoring till the weeds grow 
pack? Obviously in the mud, But the mud is foul smelling, pract- 
ically without life except. for some prilliant red worms, and repeated 
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sceos of a collander uredge brought ud nothing excent a fev ar 
les. jifence some membbre are »ledzed to return in August or oe 
42 te nD : . r 

ulder to catch the elusive animols. : 


_ But in spite of these two disanvointments, none felt tue’ day 
had been a lose, A snail hobbyist whose hobby is hervetology, 
caught four snelces of three different soecies: % rang neck, a dexeys, 
BIG 0 carters, At the clore of the trin the whole group dzove 
to a mink fem near by rnd learned many interesting facts abous 
mink raising ond mink caats, one of the facts being that the minx 
were just thén in the »vrecess of diponiting their young, and due 

to the unvortunate habit they have of devouring their offsoring 
when excited, theycould not be disturbed by the visitcss. xloweve:* 
we saw then from a distance and iir, Dresher the rancher, was more 
than kind in enswering.all ovr questions. ‘About 20 members and 
guests attended the field day, 

SIMLLS COLLICTAD: Triodo»sis albolabris Say, Tr. albolabris 
Svaversensis Leach; Stenotrema hirsutim Say; Anguispira alternata 
‘Say; Zonitdides arboreus Say; Retinella electrina Gould; Mesodon 
_ thyroidus Say;  Deroceras s»./}3 Succinea ovalis Say; Bythinia 
tuntaculata Linne; Welisomn trivolvis Say; YFhysa heterostrojha 
Say; Stagnicola valustris elodes Say; Amnicola limosa say; 
Pisidium spe, iiusculium Sp. a 


OWE GEECIYS ENEVIOUSLY COLLICTHD IN SAT LOCALITY: Promenetus 
hudsonicus Pilsbry; Littoricina sy.; Valvata tricarinata Says 
Ventridens suppressus Say; Helicodiscyus »xagallelus Say; O:xyehylus 
cellarius Muller; Vallonia wnulchella Muller; .Cionella lubrica iful « 
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wusiwiins, Margaret Teskey, the recording secretary of the Concholés~ 
ical Club of Buffalo, one of the oldest in existence, has been 
sending a conu of the minutes of their meetings to our Club. The 
Jicture »resented by 2 raxvid reading of these minutes is of 2 live= 
ly, enthusiastic grou» of collectors busy ~titk many interesting do~ 
ings, ‘here is much ovr fledgligg club can leoera from our exer 
ienced colleagues.*** In oassing it shomld be ‘noted that the Buffalo 
Club will be the host of the 17th ponlind: meeting of the American 
Melacological Uaion on August 22,23, an@ 24 of 1951, Let's start 
Jlanning now to attend! 


sieeeeumber 102 of the Minutes of the Conchological Club of Southem 
California has just been nublished. This is an interesting and 
jimnortant shell »eriodical which hes sun many imvortant scientific 
items as well as many veges of engaging shell gossip. Subscription © 
orice is 32,50 ver annum and inquiries should be made of Mra Jere 
Burch, 1584 W.Vernon Ave., Jios Angeles 62, Cale 


ssetye are glad to’hear of the imminent ‘formationg of a shell clus 
in nearby Wew daven, close enough to us tio be able to run joint 
affairs, More information on this club jtill be nublished as soon &F 
it arrives. 
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Wa YOR Suit LURES _Nuaber 5 .. Sie Doe APO POLO eer se 
REPORT 
The tio orojects of the Nev York Shell Club, briefly roferrs-l 
%o in the last number of these HOTS; \2rogress slowly but steadiaw. 
in connection with the first oroject, the compilation of a sae fee ar 
ov earlier shell clubs in che Jew York arena, Mrse Freas read a 
shors account to the Club on Voll, number L of ‘the Bulletin of she 
Brooklyn Conchological Club, yublished Movember 1907, She founa 
covy of this rare qublication in the Jamaica Brench of the Wiset 
Pyblic Library, Ner xeport follovs 


C 


aS 


“he Brooklyn Conchologiecal Club oublished only one igsue of FAG 
pulbetin as far as records seem to snow, “his was orinted’in Novem~ 
ber 1507, and contained papers read before the Club in hay, June ara 
Sevtember of that year, <At that time, Silas C. Wheat was vresident, 
and chief contributor to the booklet, Ee wrote three articles out 


of the six printed, 


The foreword was in exnlanation, and read as follows: “With ua, 
she word !'conchology! is not limited in meaning, to the study ot 
shells only, but extends to the s tudgy of mollusks in general, both 
recent and fossil, and the word shell is often used as a sunonym 0 1 


mollusk," 


Thefrrst vaver was “Abnormal Shells" by Silas C. Wheat, It 
told of a Polygyre albolabris, (ana I Sate “found with’ three- 
quarters of the pody-whorl missing. Did a mouse gnaw it, and then 
get scared by a hawk, or did water seen in and freeze in it, bursting 
it? Did it have a rocky fall? However it mended its shell---three 


millimeters end a new lip." 


A deseriotion by Maxvell Smith, of a new varietal form of Zurbo 
petholetus was followed by © secona oaner by Mr. Wheat. This was 
Galled "Shells in City Gardens" anda mentioned four sails, Vallonia 
Selehelia, Vitrea celleria, Zonitoiaes arbozeus, ond Polysyra elbolr 
labris, found in verious back yards of Brooklyn and New York, The 
Vitrea cellaria wes here described as "a beautiful creature, in itr 
slistening shell, that hes a liking for the dark corner of the cell. tr 
where the cask of Burgundy is stored." 


Wext in the bulletin was a yaper by Mr. Fred Weaver, giving © 
short descrivtion of the carrier shell. and its habits. A list of 
the Long Isiend and Staten Island shells, found by Mr, wheta and 
other Club members’ during August 1903 followed. The list was medc 
un of 36 uuivalves, 39 bivalves, 26 fresh water and 12 land shells. 

The lest article in the booklet is headed "Shall we have an a 
American Conchological Society?" In May 1907 the Brooklyn Club votce. 
to take members from all yarée of Worth America, and to call. & 
national meeting in October of that year. A committee was formed 
+o arrange for an official organ; for a bulletin once or twice a 
year; tox ain annual meeting to be held in the Americnon ituseun of 
‘fetural Eistory, They also meade un a slate of the following officers 
OpesidentesDr. PIkSbIYS Vice-“resident..luois Gratacap; Treasureree 
Silas C. Wheat; Secretarye.elieaxwell Smith. An indenendant movement 
took 2lace in Béston in August 1907 naming a different set pf..otre 
icers, but the’ sane general aims. ‘ne American Malacological Union 
“was the result, although years later, of these first efforts.—- ; 

ameDOROTHY L. Freas 
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Dy, Jacobs elso read 2 short itom remarding this cluv i: ; 
MAGLILUS for December 1906, Thus one micht say that this orcij >. 
igs woll launched, thenks:to our members Dr, Jacobs and Mrs, J'1e%. 


’ . 
' 


S 
em 
Met 


‘Yowever more information is wanted, and here centainly there ex" te 


no danger of an oversun»ly of cooks; the more »ersons at work 
the more thorough and exhaustive the resulte will bee Hsnecialty 
desired are ~ersonal accounts from some shell collectors who have 
actually oarticineted in the activities of these old clubs, 


Our second »nroject, the revision of the list of molluscs oe 
the New York area is meking even more »rogress. Our chief soures 
of oride is: the addition of two new records to the list of ile 
York shells, one of them being an imorotent extension of range. 

At the first field trio of the 6lub, held on Sunday, Hay 15, 1%-:® 
in Douglaston (NYSC Notes noel), we reported the »nresence of wn3 
slug Deroceras reticulatum ifuller, This slug was indeed oresenv 
but in the lot collected we overlooked the »resence of another sits, 
with orange-yellow sides, This snecies was subsequently determin. 
to be Arion subfuscus Dranarnaud, which was int~oduced from Buront - 
into Crnada and so far enjoys only one other Wew York record, sas” 
Auruora from far uns=stete. This is the first record from our im- 
mediate area, although there are records from Massachugeets and 
south eastern Pennsylvanic, I% is interesting to note that this 
slug was found together with that other very »rolific suro ean 
immigrent, Cev,ea nemoralis Hull, We are very greteful to Nr. 
Charles Bruce Lec of the University of Michigan and to Dr, Aurele 
LaRouue of Ohio State University who made and verified the ident~ 
LELCAG LONG 


‘Th other record is sent in by our member lir, Leroy Wilcox of 
Sneonk, Long Island, who writes as follows: (Jan,12, 1950) "I 
collected Helisona trivolvis marshalli F C Beker et Plander, Loag 
Island lest August, It was identified by Dr. Reider." This is 
the first revort of this subsvecies from Long Island, snother 
new record for our list! Nr. Wilcox clos guotes a letter from 


ae 


Long Island, I have known the sxecies only from feagments from 
Ocean Geach," Hr, Latham is quite right, Many of us hove pickee 
uy fragments of this very handsome shell on all the beaches arom 


Ney York -t some time or other, and it is with some satisfaction 


thot we read of its living »resence here, The only other ree. 

of live angel wings from so far novth reaches back to NovgeG, 20 *; 
vhen a xr, Thomas A. Greene sent three living syecimens from the 
Long Wharf at New Bedford, Mass, to Dr, Augustus A, Gould, 


aice% We now have 32 members, ‘The following have recently joined 
the clubs Mr,Josephi Fiorina, 40-14°Vernon’Blvda, Long Island City +; 
W.Y.3 Mr. Sem Freed, 1371°H,.105t., Bllyn, WY; iirs,iammeline Laag, 
8917 92 Ste; Woodhaven 21, Long Island, NY; lMr.S.A.DeLuda, 

622 W.,113 St, New York’25, Ant, 53; iirs,Bertha Petersen, ee 

48 Holly Aves, Mineola, L.I.3: Mrs, Anne Shapiro, 3975 47 St:, 
Long island City 4, Wew York, 
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PROGRAM FOR y7ts YAR 1950 = LOSL 
American Museum of Nat iWist 
Room 129 
2 Pil 


November 5 “The Genus Murex* by Hr. Anthony DI Attilio 
WOrigin ot the Genera" by ix. George Facebs 


December 3. "The Genus Xenonhora’ by ite Anthony D!Attllio 
1Observetions on the animal of Xenonho ra" 
py lire Tosevh I'iorino 
Hdollecting Land Shells in Mexico” by Hake Jaccrsun 
January 7 “Worty years of Conchology" by Mr, fred Tobleman 
“the Genus Nassa" by “ir, Morris K. Jacobson 


february 4 ‘the Cenus Tulgur® by Mre Sidney Marks 
ipr, John Jay - physician dollector" 
Br, Dre Walter ile Jacobs 
tCalifomia Land Shells" by re Vrank Hausman 


March 4 “Ihe Genus Natica" by Mr. Fred Tobleman 
- "Collecting Pecten Muscosa in San Marco" by Mr. Se 
A, DeLude 
WA Collecting Trip to Florida ana Cuba" by Mile 
Nick Katsarus 


_ Aoril 1 "The, Genus Lambis". by Mrse Het angwisle 


wiThe Brooklyn Conchological Society" by Mrse AeLe 
- ' Freas ; 
Wexhipitions of Shells in the tMuseums of the 
United States" by Mra, Be Sidney Marks 


\wo luis fhe Jan 7 meeting is the Annual Meeting 


All nrograms subject to shange without notices 


Bc age A ere 


eeeeekthe foll wing members joined the Club at the October 
meeting, giving us an enrollment of 373 Mrs, Bernard Wichern, 
62-08 99 Sta, Forest Wills; Miss’ Ludmilla Chirin,’ 6087 70 Aveay 
Brooklyn 27, " Y3 Mrse Cec Stanles, 255 “tast' 46 Ste, NY COLty 3. 


Master Neil Petersen, 48 Holly Avees Mineola, Long Island; 


Mr, C. McArthur, 644 isylenade, Pelham anor, N Ye A warm 
veLlcome to all of them; here is an occasion for mutval benefit. 
Xkkwiek New address of itr, and lirse imtwisle: 11 Dale AvVeey 
Yompton Plains, Mew Jerseye 


wiewe* Phe Secretary of the Jew York Shell Club has received 
a letter from the CONCHOTOGY CLUB o# SCUI AUSTRALIA con= 
taining 2 coy of their very full orogram of activities for 
the current yeatae Je shall keep in touch with this very 
active group of collectors down under, four from such 
convacts arise events of real importance. 


eet The calumns. of this paver will be oven to exchange 
novices from members without charge. Just send word to the 
oyenident (MK Jacobson, 455 Beach 139 St, Rockaway, N hg 
miking your ad brief and to the point. his paper agvears 
at irregular intervalse 
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HUEING SANDSHaLLS INT Es vase. 
by FUANK HuNRD HAUSITAN 


i 
* 


Our first. successful collecting was near Barfoot Park, in 
a grove of asoens in the Chiricahua Mts, of southeast Arizona, 
[had searched for shells around Guadelowne Peak in Texas, and 
in the lower valleys of the Chiricahuas bat as I was not exper- 
ienced in collecting in that dry couttry I found no snails. The 
shells found near Barfoot ‘ark were Ashmunellas, ond the locality 
was near the summit of the mountain renge in a most and cool 
woods, ilany shells were either faded or albinos, The snails were 
crawling all around, No other syvecies was found at this vlace, 
and no further luck ws had till we reached the summit of the ~ 
santa, Catalina i’ts, near Tucson, Here Sonorella adorata was 
found in a mixed grove of s»ruce “nd asnens, likewise foggy and 
cool, These were _herd to find at first, byt with my brother 
Don's help we were soon finding them, under slabs of ‘bark and wig 
small logs, A few small Pyramidulas were also found here, Agaw 
we had no luck in the lower, dryer regions, but we took some 
oictures there as elsewhere, : 





While in Souther California I most unsuccessfully tried Mt, 
-alomar, Sen Berndrdino Mts,, and severl desert localities. ‘Then 
we left on a trip to. linsénada, Baja 'California one morning =nd 
stooped about 5 miles south of Midway, eaooroximately 30 miles 
north of snsenada, where there were thickets of century »vlants 
(agaves), creening cactus and other desert »lants, This local-. 
ity vas a small mountain ridge risins from the ocean beach, I 
was surorised to see dead bleached shells of Micrarionta at the 
bottom of the hill, So we started climbing, mostly because the 
vegetation wes interesting, and high =bove we s-w white »olants 
about which we were curious, It was a rather rough excursion $3 
a steey hillside with many cemtury slants and cactus, However 
on soing around some large rocks, about 2/% the way up, Don, who 
was int ront, found a bleached out Glyotostoma, So I was cuite 
enthused as 1 had never found any myself, and we now searched for 
shells much more carefully, Next he found one thet was still 
Prov, -ihese were quite fla acrass the ton, We eventually 
reached the summit of the first hill and »roceeded to .turn rocks 
over, This whole locality esnecially near and on tod was mest - 
rocky, consisting of weathered ancient volcanic stuff -- not at 
all like granite, which is common all about here, We found no 
live shells but several rather fresh ones, bothe Glyntostoma and 
Mic#arionta, We h-d a pleasant time about it, taking »victures 
end exvloring, “Once Don raolled alarge rock, about 4 feet sauare, 
Os toe hill arter trumine "it muer:for snails, This started a 
small landslide, carrying along uprooted century plants and un- 
planned by us, it cherged on across the road and down to the 
Peach, Just lucky no car was’ in its nath, as we hadn't looked, 
After 2° or 7 hours’ of this-most* interesting spot we retumed to 
the car, On the rocks at the beach mussels of large size and: big 
Lottia gigantea limvsets were common, 


Soon the road was more to the inland and after »assing 
thfough iInsenada it definitely leaves the shoreline end the coun- 
try gets.mountainous bu dryer and dryer, looking completely 
Scorched, We went about 25 miles beyond jinsenada, and thought - 
the country was rather interesting we found no shells, 
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o and for | 
oo 1s Of sme) shells, “i nearly walked 
a rattlesnake Vo was bugging away live: mad, as I 
Ss adsorbed in looking under the rocks for snails, ‘ These Laguna. 
SB, heave interestine desert flora, 






~The next collecting was 
‘Specimen of a 
verk 
“having 


At Secauoia, 
Nelminthoglypta and. oromotly it got enusned. The: 
aS extremely dry, Next we went to Whittaker State Forest, 
read Dr, Grena's notes) jn the Hive OF, CABRTSORN LA 


“there I found one damaged — 


oun, and had’ a most 
Pomdd only S oor 4 


Haplotremas, end. 


oleasant Dn oiveecut 


Age's: in the 
one, damaz 


woods but 
ead old Helmithogslynt f 


which I »romotly lost, ‘Ihe woods were 


most interesting, 








Glant sequoias and other odd vegeta tion. 
We next camoed in Kin 
“it was extremely aria, wwe 
“rom the toy of some Large 
Sueatis, I saw below me a 
suppose a Ds AS 


es Canyon, where we found no shells, as 
did see two rettlesnakes while hiking. 
Ddoulders, 9 where I was looking for 
bist Jetack rattler, coiled-uy and I 
LE took a good look at him. and cleared out, 
When agein, after eating aes by @& stream, I was cautiously 
considering POImMs ou ino hermy sravine for snedis, vhen. Tl no- 
Piced 2.small rattler ee OM a: bea! Dy. the trail. We disvached 
Merirnd Sot Nis ratoules iT dtd not.eo off the trail after: that, 
On leaving the Sierras we went down another road, and Tound 
@ g00d colony of He vlotrema’ in a aleasent, ravine, One damaged 
old Helmithogly .ta was alos found here, but 1 feazehe CG laqutily 6) hal 0 
for euother, These sn ils were eit under and 
long slabs of bark, 
to San Diego we stonred at a swamo 
Seville mentioned by Grege as haying Helisomes, but the 
Pet -ao Ve could, determine was’ completely dried uo, and well 
ing also most oe) eae Since the willow trees were full of a 
cottony substance that wes in the air and'all over everything, 
I probed around the best I could from near the road, but cigenot 
find anything. ‘here were extensive clumos of a‘large, 
Reed erowing here, this las our last collecting svot, 


Was 
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On the way back 
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TH! ORIGINS OF 
by Mr. Gaorcm 
; (extract) 

‘During the course of my meanderings in conchology, I hve 
often wondered how and why certain genera got their names, I 
have always constdered the name of a shell as of quite some im- 
nortance and interest. In fact when I sometimes wee a little 
01d shell about # inch long with a name 2 or 3-inches long, I 
wonder which is more imoortant -- the name or the shell, 


shells are named because of their resemblance 
to certain tangible objects, For example, PYRULA means a small 
pear, IMMLUA an apole, RAPA a turnin, CHPOLIS and:'onion, MELA: 
pium, which means anple-vear and looks like both, MuLO a melon, 
and MIGROMULO a tiny melon, Some genera are#named for the’color 
of the shells: *such*as JANTHINA, violet, ATRINA, blackish, 
SUCCINGA, amber Bed MaLANTIA, bla chy Howerver there is a genus 
named MLANELLA, the shells of which are All vure white, In 
this case, the name was given because the shell resembles the 
~taGANTZ in.shaoe but.not..in,color,. The razor clams have fairly 
logical derivations, SOLuN means razor, NSIS sword, and 


Meany genera of 
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odd Looking 
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CULMsILUS knife, There is a renus n-med NOVACULINA which means 





A orey Oe oh ag aaa iS 


new face, Now one thins that mokes a new face is a razor, 80, 4s 
the clam is razor-shaned, we have the nome, i A07,3US menas hammer 
and TUDICLA small mallet, 


the genus ‘Stomatia" means mouth. Irom this roct name we 
have ete which means Little mouth, ONOSTOMIA: toothed-mouth, 
CALLIOSIOMA beautiful mouth, CAloO;OSrOiA green mouth, CIRYSOSTOIA 
gold mouth, PalNoovois soread mouth, and WAEGALASTOINA larce edged 
mouth, rom the “window glass shells" we have PLACUMA a thin cake. 
AWOHIDROMUS means running both ways (ed,note, because the shells 
are Gither sinistral: ox, dex ctral) and JLIGUUS surrou ded by bands, 
HULL A means well »colished, . VARC DUN Dabs GYNAULUS. circulage 
tube, HIPLONYA horse's hoot, HIPPOPUS horse's: foot, M4LIX svix 
BULIAULUS hungry, 2 AL LLA knee cap, PERMA hen, SHYSA inflated 
and TAPES tarestry, From “*“jleuro" we get PLTRODONTA Side toothal, 
PIUROCERA side hom, And 2TutUROTOMARIA side notched, TORNATINA 
means turnei on the lathe, PUSTULARTA blistered, Ti PARIUS means 
moot, SUPA, PIL, SUP INA. ANDI PUBIOMELA ad meen Bout. and TUR* 

RDWT A little turret, Archimeces is said to have cotten the idea 
of the screw from this shell, [URBO means ers PILA or AMPULLARIA 
both mean ball and POLYGYRA means many—vindines The genius’ UNIO 
credited to Retzius in 1788 means »vearl, ‘The name was first used 
however by & oupil of his, and: dure to the laws then in force in 
the University of Lund , oweden, the credit was ~iven to his 
teacher Retzius and noe to the student, whose name was Philips- 
Son, 












A great number of shells are named for mythological deities 


such as NuoTUNtA, from Neotume, TRITON son of Nentune, IO vara- 
mour of Jove, ATYS song of Hercules and so on. GYPRALA, VENUS, 
DUCINA, PAPHIA, ‘START, CYIRUREA, CYPRINA, AND VUMIRUPSS are 
all names of the goddess of loves 


Among genera nemed in honor of certain personages’ we have 
COOKIA named for Cant, Cook, CUMUIGIA for Hugh Cumings, RISSOA 
and RISSG@ONA for Risso and so on, Two genera are named Tox 
women: LATHARINA fro Lady Katherine Donglas and YOLDIA, named 
by Maller in 1842, for the Countess Yoldi, 


The last groun I would like to mention consists of genera 
whose names mean nothing at all. ‘YThe names were invented by 
their authors because they thought them aunvhonious, !ixamples 
are: LOPAS, ARCOPAGIA, ZIRPBASA, TLIVELA, BANWGA, AND Asi STMIN2A, 
Perhaos the most outstanding exponent of thie form of nomencla~ 
ture was the iinglish scientist Gray, who named the following: 
ALCADIA, BILTIUM, DRILLLS, WNGINA, HUTHRIA, LOTTIA, LUCAPINA, 
MOPA TA, RISHLAA, STASDNLIA and Whe sLUS 4 Although some sound very 
scientific, all mean absolutely nothing, So you see, when it 
comes to the naming of the genera of shells, you never can tell! 
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When my time comes to travel on Qo“ 
fo mystic worlds afar, ) 
Then give to me my Angel Vines 

And Pointed, large Sea Star, 


My Harpy shell I would like to take 
Some cheerful tunes to strun, 
Yerhans to while away the time 

When to the Gates I come, 


if I've done well and rate a Gyown, 

Choose one for me that's white and brown, 
In ease I'm going where it's hot, 

A large i'an Shell would help a lot} 


The Sand Dollars I'1l leave behind 

And Money Cowries to0. 

For all such things there'11 be no need 
When earthly ways are throughs 


The Heart Shells are for sentiment 
TOW ueiak OF tad tae rien ads 

-Whose oleasant comoany I heave 
Until this shell dream ends, 


x Ww w * * ci w * * 


Cts Na ae 
xeXe The meeting of February 4th was one of the best we ever had. 
To an audience of 80 pnersons (about half as many more were turned 
away because of fire laws) Dr. Jerome Schweitzer oresented his 
color film of undersea life taken at St. Croix, Virgin Islands. 

At one ooint in the film, where a splendidly colored tube worm 

was shown uncoiling its feathery arms with the grace and ee 
of a ballet dancer, the audience broke out in soontancous 30% auS€s 
The molluscs that figured in this absolutely unicue film were pee 
octoous, a scuid, a live Cyvhoma disolaying its sich Ciao oda 
and a Cyoraea, It was a show that will not soon be forgot en , ve 
those fortunate to have witnessed it, and the Club is in great cre 
to Dr, Schweitzer for the engaging commentary 28 well as the mate 
less film, 


ute In the’ News Bulletin and Annual Report of the American Mala 
cological Union for 1950 the activities of six conchological clubs 
are described, ours among them, Our nearest neighbors are the : 
Boston Malacological Club of Boston, and the Clench ng eet ; 
Club of Worcester, Mass, This is testimony of the erowth of interes 
in shell study in our country in recent years. 


aisseThe membership of the New York Shell Club is grwwing steadily. 
Te next number of the NOYES will vrint a revised list of oe oc 
In the meantime the following should be noticed: new address 

iir, Joseph Fiorine is 22-01 36 Ave., Long Island City. 


**NEXThe Club is prevaring its shell exhibit »t tha lene 
of the Queensboro Public Library in Jamaicae The pstarviogt: 
arranged by the committeé on March 3 and will be oven a iat 
viewing beginning on Monday, March 5. Some very ar gy ee 
loaned by the members will be on display. There is & 

for more@ display items, so send youre along if you likes, 
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f Sheer aD synops Wb owis OF asda Gants TUREX 
as develoved by THIWLE and WinZg 
by Anthony DI! Attilio and Morris K, Jacobson 


Sa: Genus MURUXx Linne 
MoeesubSenus PUIOX sss < : 


fe) e 


Descrintion; Whoris Lowy shell ovate, long) thin, Bureleny 
canal, (figure Ay) : 
a,section Bolinus Pusch 1827 (has kk six thorny varices) 


GDS 3 Lip ree tise ah, 


besection Tubicauda Joussaume 1880 (has three thomy varices) 
tyne site brevis vine. Lam, 


e,section Haustellum Schumacher 1817 (has three so9ineless 
varices) tyne: M,haustellum L,(figeA.) . 


d,section Murex s.5_ (has three varices set with long, strong 
soines) tyne: M,tribulus Le. 


e,ssection Acunurnura Joussaaume 1880 (has long, thin, num- 
erous spines} type: M,tenuis»sina Tam,(triremus Derry) 


e2esubgenus PYURYNOTUS Swainson 18% 
WeESCTID Com. ol oh Se Shee enus the varices do not end in 
spines, but in leaf Like structures called foliations, 


aesection F Pterynotus SeS.. (canal bent, svire. raised but es 
peer as’ in iarchians ‘tyne: i. oinna atus Wood (fi ig}. ) 


besection JARCHIA Jousseaume 1880 (has canal straight, 
S71 We Met inéaly towed tyne:li,clavus Kiener 

c,section Pteronuroura Jouss,1880 (has svire Maha higay ey 
varices Laminated, bone little bent) type:M macropterus 
(distinction difficult to see,.ed,note) Desh.¢ 





d, section Pterochelus Jouss,1880 (apnears as sect,Alipurpura 
fischer 1884 in Thiele) (leaf shaved varices provided 
with canaliculated extension instead of being all on 
‘one olane) type: li,acanthooterus Lam. 


e, section Purnurellus Jouss,1850 (anpears'as sect,lriremis 
Fischer 1884 in Thiele) -(varices wavy, not on one phone 
and not canaliculated) type: li,gambiensis- Reeve 

* 

f£.section Naquetia Jouss, 1880 (has strong varices made nod- 

ulus by sviral ridges, Varices widened at the canal) 


* 


type: M, triaqueter Sorn 


g,Centrifuga Grant and Gale 1931 (have not looked this uB ) 
type: M,centrifuga Hinds 


3,subgenus HOMALOCANTHA Mérch 1852 
Description: Has several varices vrovided with flattenes 
spines that are wecones at the outer end, 
type: M,scorpio L (fig.C.) 


4, subgenus CHICORRUS 1 Montfort 1810 (figure D) 

Déscription: In this subgenus the varices are provided 1 with 
strongly valmated fronds, Has only three varices, 

The svines are scaly. 
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A,subgenus CHICOHIUS (continued) 
a, section SINATUS Jouss, 1880 (vari ces orovided with a 
strong, s2iny node,) tye: ii,senegelensis Gmel, 

b, section Glicoreus 8,8, (has varices with several 
foldedj scaly Soines) Tye: il. ramosus Le 


c,Bection Wustiyllon Jouss. 1880 (has varices with several 
very long scaly svxines, sometimes 1 ng enough to turn 
com»letely beck to the oreceding varix, tyne si,monodon 
/SdY « 
d,Foveomurex Iredale (have not looked this up) 
tyove: Mydenudatus Perry 


5,subgenus HiXAPLax Perry 1811 (PE YL NOTUS Swains,.1833) 

Description: Has many varices instead of only three as in 
Chicoreus; furthermore the shell is oval shaved whereas 
Chicoreus may have » lengthened’ spire or base. Although” % 

his subgenus aopears in Thiele, we are not sure af its j 
a volid name, ‘thiele gives the type as M,cichoreus Gmel, 

of which we can find no vecord, Clench in Johnsonia 

uses PHYTMONOVUS (17:26) with I.pomum Gmel, as type. 


a,section “hyllonotus SS. (or Swains,.1833) (lacks an 
umbilicus, canal very oblicue. Type: Ii,pomum Gmel, 
ba section Muricantha Svainson 1833 (nossesses an umbilicus, 
canel short and not so oblique as in Phyllonotus) 
tyne: M. radix Gmel. 


c,section Bassiella Jouss,1880 ("differentiated only through 
a higher svire and a less oblique canal",,.lhigbe 
translated by authors) tyne: Mestainforthi Reeve 

‘his seetion, called Bassia by Thiele, is difficult to 

distingussh, lay best be omitted, 


d,section MHurexul Irejale 1915 (has many varices, scaly 1 
) TyvesMeoctogonus 


soines, shell small, s»vines Laminate:: 
AQ 2G 
e, section Paziella Jouss, 1830 (shell similar to Poiriera 
whorls with seven verices",..!hiele. ‘ 


> ee. * 
Tyne: M, pazi Crosse 


5gsubgenus POINTURIA Jousseaume 1980 (figure li.) 
Descrintions This Se8-e« hes long smooth svines; since the 
soines are smoothe, it is not a Hexavlex., | 
tyne: M,.zelandicus Quoy & Gaimard (figell.) i 
! 
i 


6,subgenus TRUNCULARIA Monterosato 1917 (called TRUNCULARIODPSIS 


Cossmen by Wenz.) | 
Description: Has no scaly snines, the whorls are heavily i 

crossed by spiral sculodture. 
tye: M,truncularia Linne (fizF.) 


NOT: Lite most groupings of shells, this genus stands in need of 
considerable revision, We have tried, with the poor facilities 

at our disposal, to get some sense out of the most thoroough 
description of the genus +o sdaGes As Pusey ; 


- oe 








A, Murex haustellum L, (for subgenus MUREX 5.5-) 


B, Murex vinnatus Wood (for subgenus PTERYNOTUS) 
6, Murex scorpio L, (for subgenus HOMALOCANTHA) 


D,. Murex chicoreus Gmel, (for subgenus CHICOREUS ) 
ma endiva Lam,) 


B,Murex aelandicus Quoy - (for subgenus POIRIERIA) 
F, Murex trunculus L. (for subgenus TRUNCULARIOPSIS) 


(Sketches by Miss Cecilia Staphes, after various figures.) 
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vonday and Tuesday set an all-time record for heat and on 
Friday stom warnings vere issued for Long Island: Sound, Satur 
day?? But when: gaturdeay morning, the 19th of May, came, there was 
no wind, no sun, but also no rain and the temperature was pleas= 
onte we met under the famous clock on Main strect, lushing, 
unnoticed among all the other hikers and jicknickers in garbs 
as varied and cueer as our OV. Al Zenker soon joined the 
Wichems; then ired Sobleman; lMirs,Shaoiro and two children came 
along; the Jacovsons came next bringing son ‘irnest and Harold 
Heinbexg with his fiancee; ud ‘askin ond the Carswells with 
“wo children soon said hello; and when the D'Attilios with their 
two offsoring arrived the Shkbll Club outing got under Waye 


Directions in hand and the weather brightening the ride to 
verry Beach, Deyville, Long Island, was >leasant and shorte 

his soot is just as wide as the road, Sayville Avenue, with © 
yathing beach being develoved on the Bay to the south and a wide 
exvanse of sendy shoal extending into the Souna on the northe 





cr 


The grown soon scattered, Topleman snd Zenker to hunt fora 
certain livoet on the rocks vu east; Jacobson, Carswell and Fen - 
boat and dredging; the Wicherns w°ding uD ce 
the DtAttilios just strolling; and the 
ible birds and/or 


yerg getting a, 
seach towards the rocks; 

youngsters off to a wooded section for 088 
snakes. 

The temoerature of both air and water couhd not have been 
satter for weding over the beach in water seldom more than ankle 
deen, The tide was ebbing. Gemma gemme was soon revorted by 
Jecobson while Yobleman soon found the limvet. Crenidula fornic- 
ata, “ulgur carica, £,ccnaliculata, Polinices heros were readily 
found on the beach with Nasse. trivitteta, N,obsoleta, Littorina 
litorea, Urosaloinx cinereus and suplura caudata, being more com 
monly found @round the rocks, Other gastronods found in the hunt 
sere Creovidula glauca convexa, C»nlana, Littorina saxatile, Me- 
Lemous Lineatus, one snecimen of Anechis avara gimilis, 2nd © 
few rare sveciens of “olinices Apolicata,. A whoop from Jacobson 
announced ‘Tia find of the dey: Polinices triseriatea, not ex- 
nected at this 9lace and the unbdended form more commonly found, 
Tt was fun finding these small sneils at the end of tiny trails 
they made in the sand under the water, he sand-collar e7%g7 
¢ Polinices in all sizes were scatcered in numbers over 
the whole beach. ‘the Limoet was sdentified by fobleman as Acmaea 
estucinalis fexgusoni Wheat which he had felt sure could be 
ound in this localitye 


~elecyoods found comuonly were iinsis directus, Ostrea vir- 
Sinica, Tenus mexcenaria, Mytilus 
sholadiformmis, Anomia ervhiooium (single valves’ in great quantity 
and some good whole specimens mong he rocks), and two sveci- 


mens ot Syisula solidissine (thought not to be native to this 


edulis, lya arenaria, Petricola 
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vi 
yeach)e Searching produced one sclve of Tyonsia hyalina, two 
vicardium mortoni, the white form of Yelline tenera, 


(oy) 


valves of Ja 


Mpa chia + 
Srachidontes and the Gemma, memes 


Aemisnus vlicetule, 
rassed and the tide 


ig to be exrected the afternoon soon 288% 
there was one as 


As 18 
pegen to rise but, while thoushts turned to home, 
In this renort about a Shell 


shell hunt still to take olaces 
pe no mention made of the wondrous 


Club there whould ot course 
forest of ll kinds of seaweeds where the rocks Lay seattered, 
or of the hermit and many other crads, somemolting, that were 
or the flatworms, or dipe fish, oF barnacles, oF horse= 

a yar that concerns 


sean; 
shoe crabs, but this one tele must be told, 
curiositwe tn this conse Carswell, “einberg and Jacobson had watch 
FAY a i hy PM lh t” 2 $ a _ ‘i J 
sovlc fihling-in the berch on the Bay and they, 


see what shells the dredge 


The distance was not too fer naa they set 
out with sJichem and hex share of feminine curiosity trailing 2f- 
Carswell welked into the mud first and found himself 
Wo thing daunted and undex the watch 
three Musketeers cet out to cross 
senk deeper anda: ecper in 
turn back, their 

w=» Like heavy 
some svecial 

g socks in fine 
shots of this 


ed the dmedge at 
peing avid collectors, 
might be bringing UIs 


simoly had to go 


ter theme 
sinking into fine wet Bilt, 
ful eyes of the dredge men the 
the new FilL toward the dredgee whey 
the sort ooze until, Imee deen, they had to 
legs coated with a thick layer of dark eray silt 
noote wi bn. the toes outlinede But Barswell has 
cuality that meade the o02¢€ see) off, Leaving lon 
tracery of 2 jeaflike oattveorm. Ohi for some san) 
funniest of sights! (3D, WOT We got tem, thanks to Garawell) 
Tt took a trio back so the Sound to eet rid of the mude Needless 
to say no suelis were found but any desire in the future on the 
this male contingent to wear shorts at the meetings or 

9) peautifying value of mud jacks should not De 


%O 
know 
+s. oe 





ali the (sheit hunters tucked in their resnecitve homes 
by about eight o'clock, the day of the third shell club field 
tein oassed into historye 

* 





nm i777 for 3 group 


erected DY Scovoli i 
are about 


of which there 


was 
EB sropodg molluscs, 
500 fossil gs 1eclieSea 
a ~ globular, 
ed of about 


The genus Wetic 
of carnivourous past 
290 recent and 

The shells 
with a short soire compose 
rounded or flatiened and or 
highly jolished or not». On some 
fime Lines of growth ang has neither notches 
a deen mibilficus Sut in some the wnbilicus is covered with @ 
callus, lnis genus selongs to the subdivision of the mollusks 
called Statyooda which means pread foot, and one would wonder 


i) 


r ovate-conic 
five whorls which are well 
a vorcellanous texture and is either 
the sculoture ig composed of 


or cenals, most have 
a 


flattened o 
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aoe: the animal can draw its massive foot into its shell. 


The head is small 
she cenhalic disk or 


siehensiay (2176 soxtion of the 





fromula, with | 
oven their own soeciesa 


They live from the 


or ee: cases are cemented 
beach iin) 80 


comaon objects on the 
Vatican Giatenay, 


In 1810 Denys de 
shelly overculum remain 
orerculum coimeus or ho 
Polinices uber, the To 

Stigmaulax 


Lupaties Gra 
Newerite iss 





and well ceveloved with two 
yvonodium is 


very small eyes, ‘The 


ell develoved radule of 
which they drill bivalves 


“onttort dévbded the grou, 


small tentacles, 
reflected over the herd the 
‘hese mollusks are either blind 
sroboscis is vetractile end con~ 

she taenizlossa tyoe ae a, 

and other mollusc~ 


she La o 


zone to $0 fathoms. the nidus 
grains of sands These collars are 
vings The tyoe of the genus is 


Litvoxvak 
vith 


those having a 
‘xe heave she 


J. 


ing in Watica and those that 
omy being in genus Polinices, uy ye 
Lloving are the sections: 

1.OceC O, tyne N,cancellata 


* “Polinices heros 
80 1 P,duolicats 


Amovhala Jonas 1 Wyfluctuata (overculum 
wudinen tary) 
Mammille Schum. tM, pourra, 
iiamma Klein i op, staminea 
BILBO Ae 
Tryons Stx ie ge es ’s Systematic Concholog 
Johnson: Mollusca or the Atlantic Coest 
tetional | ‘useum Rulletin No.37 


Dall: US 
Gould: Inv 


bh. “At a 
Perry. 3 


Cooke: Mollusca, 


Oldroyds i 


‘arine Shells of 


rertebrata of ane chusebtts 
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a® OUR WMeMpePSHib Mow 18 #0 emoess Of P09 ti) a dibReS nimber of 
WoPYsS we shall ovblish a listing of oil active members. In the 
meantime we make note of the following new Bl RAL Pay ROP er 
Gardens, Jew fork 533° Mixes John 


Bretet, Apt.Ll, iuason 











“$ wise Selma Geffner, 1015 wast 41 


iviede, 555 we gk AVeNUe, 

Ste, OrOoeign: bay. Ml Ya ily io ee Te, Kats, 81 Jane Bt, Nelelss 

i'r, Michael B. Krassner, 3034 Brighton 35d Sty >rookLyn 50, x Y3 

ir, Jack H. ixeLellan, 27 Vassar St, Ganden Bitty, Lele, Y3 

wr, John BF, Richmond, 250 Central ATC as Lawrence, Lele, N "5 

He iiddy Slater, 16 tas sau Drive, Great Weck, Le Tes N Y3 : 
“u,iturray V. and lire, Sylvia Stec lonon, 212 Osbom site, Brooklyn le. 
The Club extends one 2 very hecrty welcome. 
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JOE TAC IS un Tia } 40 Sent. 30,1951 
sieThe last meeting of the NuSC was held at the American Museum 
of Watural History Room 129 on Sunday at 2 P Me Over 50 members 
and guests were oresent. 









x*'The following schedule was announced and voted unon, eetings 
will be held as follows: 1951: October’ 28, November 264° 1992% 
January 6, February 3, iierch 2, April 6, and May 4, Field trio 
end of May or early June, (2D. NOTE: A full schedule of naners 
and talks will be nublished shortly.) 


cele treasurer made a revort of $36.92 on our books. Dr. Jacobs 
wade amotion that at least one outside sveaker be prought in to 
talk to the Club this year, Motion »~assed, Mr. Carswell moved 
dues be raised to 32 -er annum. Motion not nassede 

Kv%At this time the President anpointed the treasurer to investi- 
gate a olan wherby the dures might be collected at one svecific 
time dureing the year instead of when the varticular memberships 
are up, a8 is now the case, ‘The Presiedent brought uy the cués- 
tion of the Club obtaining a mimeogranh machine of some sort for 
reovoducing the Club notices more efficiently. Mr. Carswell 
anoointed a committee of one to investigate the nossibility of 
obgaining such a machine. 


s! 


.%*iirs, Wicher was avoointed in charge of new nublications, ‘he 
members were advised to contact Mrs. Wicherm when they he-rd of 
any new pubitcations so that she might have a complete list. 





aidir, Carswell brought up the question of having more then one 
meeting a month so that more concholozical material mient ve dies 
cussed and studied, It was suggestec that instead of another tc 


mai. meeting of the Club, that informel groun meetings be held at 
member's homes, if oossible, whenever the occasion might arise o. 
whenever enough material was obtained to warrant the mecting e 
me vresident will ennounce the time and 9alce of such an extra 


meeting so that all would pe informed. 


xnder the Scientific section Of the meeting Mrs. Yichem 

gate a renort on the Club's 3rd field trip. It was a most amus~ 
ing and humorous JADe Le (UD. NOTH: Anoears in this number.) 

Dr, Jacobs read a poem on eraty, COLMCIING that was written by 
oir club member Mrs. Freas and was oublished in HOBSIUS magazine, 
Saotember 1951, Mr, Bretet read a fine vaver on Shell Collecting 
26 Fort Yryon Park in N Y C and the sntexesting d&scovery of 
Diseus votundatus found at this location. (aD, Nowds See NAUTITUE 
“791,65 NOgh JULY 195%)» Our President lir. J-cobson gave @ renor™ 
on his not too successful shell collecting tri» to Cuba during 
tue last sumer. Ur. Jacobson showed »vhotogranhs taken in the 
“ieid to illustrate what a handy and fearless collector will go 
thzcugh to enjoy his hobby! lir.Carswell gave a short resort on 
onilecting in Unglewood # J with the oromise to give us mM more 
-jlea stoey on the samc subject 2t a future meetings 


aneDr, Valter H. Jacobs Secly 
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At first glance, collecting lend and fresh water shells in 
a fifty mile radius around New York Cipsy may annear as 2 complete 
waste of time, However although the local fauna is very tar 
from being as rich >s that of Cuba, a careful survey of a few lon 
calities has been very rewarding to Mx. Corswell and myself in 
yleasure and in shells for our collections. 

As far as I am concerned, my interest in New York land shells 
started in October 1950 when I discovered in Fort Tryon Park 
interesting colonies living near the first vedestrian entr-nce 
along the tienry /iudson Parkway, As I suppose there may be some 
among you who are land shell collectors, I shall oresently de- 
seribe their locality. 


After you enter Hort Tryon Park, you will notice to your 
right, @ flight of rustic stairs and a little »yrook or rather 
water seeving through the rocks, You walk a few more steps and 
at the very bese of 2 steen rock, that is aboutl half way between 
the entrance and a high arched stone terrane under which you 
would vass if you were continuing your walk, you will find, on 
your right, colonies of Discus rotundatus Miller and Cionelle 
(also called Cochlicova) lubrica Miller Living there under the 
wet leaves, Our President, Mr. Jacobson, is resvonsible for the 
identification of Discus rotundatus. lor nine months I kent 
this snail in my collection wihtout knowing what it was pecause 
I had no books about land shells, I thought it was simoly 2 
Little common snail of no importancee What was not my ama zement 
at seeing Mire Jacobson's excitement and surorise the first time 
ne Baw it) He wanted to go to Fort Tryon immediately and collect 
“he snails himself. I think he suspected me of having brought 


this colony from sisurooe in my suitcases 


Quoting the artcile, lite Jacobson wrote in the July 1951 
number of the SAUIILUS: tThe svecimens are cuite tyoical in *p- 
yearance, being however generally somewhat smaller and decided= 
ly more depressed than shells from Wollend and Bavaria’ which he 
hes in his collection, | tHAlLthough this is the first record of 
shis snail in New York, Discus rotundatus hes been renorted from 
hereriend, Newfoundland, and Dorchester and Woods Tole, Massa- 
chusetts, The occurence in Fort Bryon Park years out Dr, Pils- 


bry’ 8s statement that tthe snoradic ond urban localization of the 


& 


colonies indicates accidental introduction!» 


ea) 


s 45 the only olace in Fort Tryon Park and vicinity where 
found Discus rotundatuse Cionella lubrica and Oxychilus 
Cpyceiso Live farther wo, near the second traffic 
Tonry Tiudson Parkwey, on the road that leads to the 

snd on your visht, before you oass under the bridge, 
ie wi awe scarce theres I i ve found » few dead syecimens of 
Uryetitws in Inwood verk “hich is at the very end of Manhattan 
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Isiend; only one was found alive. At the jiumetion of Mudson and 
Harlem Rivers I have discovered liacom bolthica Linne (nairs). 

It is a orivilege to collect beautiful shells in tronicrl climates, 
put to the less fortun ste conchologist who must stay in New York 
City the oollecting of modest Local mollusks can also Deimmery, 
interesting and enjoyxble.s 


* * re x % * * 
seuteihe Club members mourn the loss of two of our most devoted 
members.e Myre He Sidney orks, one of our charter members and 3 


chartex member of the Amexvican Malacological Uwion, passed away 
suddenly toward the end of Anoril. We know him as » fveqent soeak= 
er at our meetings, where he always gave us the benefits of his 
long exoexience with the shell world, Ue is the author of the 
subgenus SYCO/ULGUR of Busyeon (Waut,.643:34), Mr, Joseoh Liorino, 
who oassed away shortly after ir, Mirks, wes, a newer member 

whose wide interests included the careful orevaration of 
crustaceans for disolay as well as his axtensive shell collectim . 
In his short overiod of membershin, ire “4{orino svoke only once 

to the members on the subject of the habits of Xenoohora. Ina 

> vivid fashion, he described the eurious habits of this snail 
and wound uy in a »,oetically ohilosovhic fashion, marveling at 

the anoarent ourjose and intelligence that is oresent in this 
creptures deliberate camouflaging behaviore Jir, Fiorino has 
sooken frequently to groups of school children on various 

shazes of naturel history, 2lweys in @ fashion to rouse their 
intense interest and desire to learn more, He was the »roud 
nossessor of 2 series of aknowledging letters from many schoa@l 
orincivals ans sunverintendants, the orize of the collection being 
a warm note from the former mayor, Riorellea LaGuardiae 


uy 








* * * * 5 * * 


BOOK Las ViWs ‘Ve recently invested in the new oublication on Aus= 
Epalien Shells by Joyce \llan and received a bulky, well orinted 
and fairly, well ilivstrated tome, We begen to read it with con- 
siderable oleasure, but soon had to confess that we were overcome 
py a sharon sense of frustration, This unha soy state we ore forced 
to sseribe to the wholly unsatisfactory means of references to 

the illustrations, the outhor and/or oublisher could not vossibly 
have devised a more ivritating way of Lopelling, in most cases 
whe illustrations #opear without any levels at ell, @ whole series 
of such Line drawings ‘earing the title Fige so and 50.6 Hach 

gs xecies is then numbered, prvarently as 4 syecial figuree Now 

“he reference to these figures is given os merely figure. 7 for 
example, with hardly any Way of knowing just what Tax SIGUE ox 
series is meant, “he confusion resulting is truly oitiable. 

The color slates do indeed bear base labels for each s ecies 
illustrated, but only she meaningless so-called POCULAR NARS is 
given, the dovular vome in most cases not being yonular at all 

buy rather the more or less euecessful invention of the author. 
Scientitie names ave given ~ithout authorities to yrevent, as 
Allan, exolains, confusion on the vart of the reader, Just why 

» verson is less confused when he reads vhasianotrochus bellulus 
vather then 2hasianotrochus vellulus DUNK LT Leave to osgycholo~ 
gists and careless conchologists, I think 4+s fun to know’ the 
author and become accuainted with the leaders in the field, es- 
orcially sinee theri name is usually the simplest element in 71.. 
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COLLECTING IAND AND FRSSH WATER SH&LLS IN THE BROOKLYN 

BOTANICAL GARDSNS 
by Michael B, Krassner 

As was pointed out recently by Mr, Carswell, “one need not 
travel great distances in order to do jrofitable collecting." 
I have found this very true, Some of my best collecting has been 
done at rhe Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, a twenty minute train 
yide from my homes, 





Upon entering the Gardens, and about 20 ft to your left, you 
will see a small stream wxhich runs the Length of the Garden, This 
igs where you should start collectinge Along the first thirty feet 
of the stremm, Vivipara malleata chinensis Martyn (up to two ine 
in diameter in late August and early September) can be found, 
Hovrever these snails seem to vrefer the center of the stream so 
that it will be necessary to use 2 sc00D with a long handle in 
order to secure any at this pointe (ED.NOTHE: Better get permission 
from the guards first.) A short distance past this point you 
will find a minicture water fall, completely covered with Physa 
heterostropha Say, mostly of diminutive sizee Along the next 
few hundred feet of stream, Helisona trivolvis Sey and the Viv- 
para are found in varying degrees of quantity. However, because 
or the frequent agitation caused by the ever present amy of 
Children, ond the subsecuently quick-terinered guards, collecting 
is nade difficuat. Notwithstanding these minor hazards, the ser= 
ious collector is rewarded <rith the only Gyraulus parvus this 
side of Long Island, At this point the stream enters the lake 
in the Japanese Gardens, Asiac from sone questionable specimens 
of Sphaertum (which I have not yet been able to collect nyself) 
and sone fine large specimens of the Vivipara, this lake is bare 
as far as mollusks are concermed put abounds in many interesting 
micro-organisms, In the clurips of bushes surrounding the lake, 
an occasional Mesodon Thyroidus Soy may pe founds I have also 
found one dead specimen of Triogdopsis 2lbolabris Say at this 
locality, Numerous colonies of the corrion Fonitoides arboreus 
Say are also vresente Along the sides of the stream adjacent 
to the lske, ocensional specinens of Pseudosuccines columella 
Say and Succinea ovnlis Say may be hed in early summcrs + Ss 
point I should mention that the stream dries up during the win- 
ter and is lnid bare for 2 large jortion of the yerrs 


At this your next stov should be the hothouse. In the center 
of the room, Oxychilus cellarius Mull, abound, and while the 
enard is not looking, the foliage mey be exanined, In the fern 
‘sor theve are suall groups of Vallonia pulchelila Zonitoides 
arhoreus and more rarely Retinella electrina. Start your coll- 
cesirg early, for the hothouse closes promptly at four o'clock, 
cide fron Zenrboreus, neighboring Prosvect Park cannot be cone 


a 


sycer, b0 whis verdant oasis, the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens. 
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A RAR AMMRICAN LAND SHiLL 
by Jack H, ticLellan 


in 192% S.T.Brooks described Polygyra platysayoides based 

‘upon 3 shell collected in Coopers Rock State Forest, Monongalia 
County, West Virginia, by M.Graham Netting, then Curator of-Her= — 
netolosy at t1e Carnegie Museum, in 1940, in Vol.l, Part 2, Land 
Mollusca of North America, H, A. Pilsbry nlaced the snecies in 
the genus Triodopsis, and commented that "a single svecimen of 
this remarkable snail is now knom, Apvarently it is a Triodop- 
sis in which degeneration of the lip teeth has gone further than 
in DT, tridentata compinata, which seems to be the most nearly re- 
lated fom," 


In the Nautilus for January 1948 Charles B. Wurtz listed land 
snails he had collected in West Virginia, Hésf# record included 
Triodopsis platysayoides from the lyve locality, with the note, 
"Found in deep crevices and fissures in the rock, The only adult 
living animal taken was about 75 feet back in a cave," 


The Land Snaiis of West Virginia by Gordon K, BacMillan, a 
1949 publication of the Carnegie Huseum, lists this snecies only 
from the type locnlity, In addition to M.Greham Netting, N.D, 
Richmong@ is also credited with having collected this snecies, x 
The figured specimen, from the Carnegie Museum collection, a»vpard-@ 
ently is not the type, Since Maciillens list is reg2rded 18 per= 
haps the most comprehensive record of lend snail 1 calities for 
any state in the country, the range of Triodpsis nlatysayoides 
sc be very restricted, and very few snecimens have been re~ 
ported, \ 


ft visited this Locality in July 1951, 2nd found: one dead 
era 


shell whch was complete except for the vnrrietal tooth, which had 
scaled off This shell was »vlaced in the collection of the Acad= 
emy of Na 


s 
ural Seisnees. of Philadelphia, and Dr, Pilsbry wrote 
that the svecimen was tre largest fYocome to his attention, Dur~ 
ing the past weekend I again visited Coovers Rock, and was fortu-~ 
nate in finding parts of six shells, all of which were more or 
less eroded, Cne shell is reasonably complete, excent again the 
parietal Locth is Missing, ° This snecimen is very close to the 
Size of the type, which measured 22 x 18 x 8 mie About three= 
fourths of another shell is fairly well preserved, includine the 
complete aperture with parietal tooth, Two other shells were suf- 
ficiently Complete to keep, but in both c-ses the anerture margins 
ore missing, : 


eur a W 
Cooners Rock State Forest is located in Monogaiia County, a 
; si : ‘ 7 a. _ 
about 8 miles due east of Morgantowme are ec saeggatae ges ea 
j re ; 4 ry, Coonver's Rock, which ove 
acent to a well-known proméntory, : galas 
the steep, wooded slapes of Cheat ih io Ae aad hey shes in, eT 
F ; : >: i LLOG. Lee elow, ca a, 
vation 2060 feet, and Cheat River 0 Oo ai AR 
. re a isti of 2 series of switchback 
by a 1¢ mile 1 ng trail, consisting : f Ange 
pigenas tad beck and forth across the ols ea Sie 
i sso sandstone cap the Vé walls, 
blocks of indurated cross-bedded sa Rey lo pene 
igs: i AYE ead to retard the widening ake 
and this orotective lInyer has acted o » ; ee 
Talley at this voint as the Cheat River cuts away in the channel 


ClOWe reent ) 
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The section bel w heb ie Rock vrovides an excellent exDO> 
sure of the rogks in this area which are mostly horizontal beds 
of late Palcozoic sandstones and shales. Just north and slightly 
east of here, across the line in Pennsyavania, the horizontal 
beds turn upverd in the Lak aa great fold, Chestnut Ridge, which 
marks the western mrgin of the ALlecheny plxtfeaue In Cheat 
Canyon, lédges of solid rock oroje et here and there from the sheets 
of talus, whnichare surprisingly we?l-wooded, About halfway down 
the trail Severel rather thin "Limes tcnes occurs Whereas the sand- 
stones contain Brit oeccstonal pleas Tashiis,, the. Linmestones contain 
17x ee eee of Lomtivuiliy vreserved marine fossils, Very, el- 
egant Little brachiopods may be feund «t the foot of the ledges 
where they have weathered from the Limestone.e 


Below the limestones, the thin soils are more alkaline, and 
the bleached shells of large land snails become conspicuous. A- 
mong the species seen below this” Lene were: Anguisnira alternata 


Wes corer M.inornatus, Ven- 


WeZAaLetus.s..: 
Fi wands, 


ke x jl se een eo es es Azone, OO = 
Ste  Beblt fe, iain apeis. s aibelabets, | Ane 
pings ing ANZULSG.1 rae 

one ledges in Moist areas, Wes the 
any abundance, ‘ 












The lower vnart of the trail is rather obscure, and about 
three-fourths of the way down it crosses a jumble of large boul- 
ders, mostly sandstone, up to three feet across, and it was in 
the plnek ‘sol beyween the blocks” where all of my specimens of 
Penlatysayoides were found, Since these are ail old shells, it 
is vossivle that they came from a higher level, and were washed 
Le wnG Yurtg's note on finding a living. s,ecimen 75 feet back in 
%, gave, ocesibly regerr74 to the large open joints which occur 
aie sandstone rimrock, some £00 feet or more above, However 
nélined to believe se iy in the case of the shells I collect- 
e snials lived in this talus pile. I hope to return to the 
ee. RSG b a ong in tne svring, with a little more time to 
cate ene elusive snail than I had on these two short and 


ms 
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* * * * * * * 


aDITOT®:S MoT: At the meeting at which lir, McLellan favored us 
with the above valusble and interesting mettoial he siso dis- 
snecimens of this rare snail. This probably makes us 
sf the very few veople who have even seen such specimens, 
%. * x : % * % 
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THE STATEN ISLAND FI&LD TRIP, May 10 
by Jospehine Wichern 


Although the sky brightened later in the day, it was much 
too overcast for us to enjoy the beauty of the Lower Bay and the 
Nerrows as we rode .long Belt Parkway to the ferry at Owl's Head, 
As we made the crossing to Staten Islond at about 10:30 we were 
startled when a large freighter, anchored directly between the fer- 
-y lanes, loomed suddenly out of the heze which also obscured 
iiss Liberty. 


Lending at Ste George we wondered just where our meeting place, 
the Steen Island Museum, was, but we climbed the hill, turned 
right, and there it was, There was time for a quick look at the 
iuseunts exhibits and a brief hello to the assembled memberss There 
vweveral clear, well-indexed displays of interest to us, isa shells 
on a beachg cross section of shore and water showing specimens 
in situs economic use of shells; shore birds; and several cases 
showing native trees with wood, leaf, fruit and locd ity. 


We were soon on our way to nearby @lover Lakes Park, where 
the cars pulled up on the main road along the lake, The members 
cuickly scrambled out end vent over to examine = small field be= 
tween a residence and the park, a dry lot heavily covered with 
socpost and rotting leaves, mainly oak. Soon the cry of "thyroi-= 
dus" went up and everyone began hunting. Cionella lubrica was 
found as well as some old specimens of Otala lactea, Straggling 
dorm to the lake, some rested, some ate lunch, the small fy foun 
time for a turn at rowing, while others lookd for shells along 
the bank and collected quantities of large Vivivara nalleata, many 
carrying quite large young within their ovm shells, Going back 
to our cars, we took a hasty look at the compost covered lot, 
Fron the mon who came to inquire if we were looking for woms for 
fishing, we learned how the dead Oglacten, left overs faom tasty 
dinners, appeared. 


A wet meadow alongside Travis Avenue at New Springville, was 
our next objective, This proved a fettile field, In a shallow, 
noist ditch many Succinen ovalis and numerous Ventridens ligera 
fom stonei Pilsbry were found, (2D. NOTH: This is a nev record 
for Staten Island.) The Succinea secmed to be mottled with black, 
but this coloring is in the mantle, not in the shell, 2nd is co- 
incident with the spring season, On some fallen, rotting free 
stunps from a forest which bordered the mendow, “e found Cory= 
Chiun exiguum snd Discus cronkhitei catskillensis, Our younger 
nienbers, not yet thoroughly inbued with the importance of mollusea, 
had alrecdy gathered insect casts and here menaged to locate a 
snake, 2 small turtle, nnother lerger one snd some Jack-in-the- 
Pulpit, Mr, Vilmott identified some bird calls for us, Next we 
visited a salt woter bench at the new Marine Park at Onrkvood, 

This -ren has been sndn-filled recently so thet finding good 

whole soecinens was difficult, However indifferent s»x.ecimens of 
the following nollusks were found: Melompus bidentatus, Urosal- 
Nasss, obsoleta, Netrivittata, Crenidula fornicrta. 


pinx cinerea, N 
Ceplana, Petricola pholadifornis; Anonin sizplex, llulinia lateralis 
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Ped... 
ifya arenarin, Pitar noruhuayna, Pecwen irrodians. ‘Our naturalist 
also collec&ed barnacles, clan shells verforated by the yellow 
horing sponge and sone interesting stones, 






And so, nfter © pleasant drive »round the verdant hills of 
the Island, we turned honeward, this tine with - brighter sky to 
enjoy the tris on the little diesel-engined ferry 2nd the ride a- 
long the Parkvay, The Inte sunset of this spring day rinde it posse 
ible to allow the youngsters a short but long promised visit to 
Coney Island which they had never seen, 7nd still get us to our 
om front door befcre eight o'clock, We felt that the day hod 
been full and rewarding, for on this field trin, our fourth, we 
had explored a dry field and a wet neddow, a sweet water lake and 
o. salt water beach in our sesrch for shells, - 


oa x *° * * * x 
MOLLUSKS IN CHNTRAL PARK 
by Morris K, Jacobson 


On January 11, 1952 the New York Times published an article 
regarding the presence of "shoals of unusual snails alien to this 
country (thst have) invaded the lake in Central Park," Though 
the snail seems to hive sturiped the experts for a while (since on 
the 18th the nystery was cleared up in another article). the des= 
cription was eclenrly of our native Vivipara contectoides Binney. . 
The reporter had evidently been alamed, since he recalled the 
scare stories regarding the deprndations of Achatina fulica 
in te Pacific, This colony of vivifpras had originally in June 
1949 been discovered by Mrs, Dorotyh Freas of our Club and repor= 
ted in the Nautilus for July 1950 (64:35),- To a certain extent 
however the reporter was correct since Vgcontectdides has a range 
whose linits *re far from the New York City area,: Its presence 
in Central Park can obly be explained as an accidental introduc- 
Tiong 


At ony rate, as Mrs, Freas pointed out (Nautilus 64:102) it 
has not previously been recorded from our area,. It is interesting 
to note that this snail was introduced into the lake in the Pub- 
lic Garden in Boston in 1916 (Nautilus 30L72). 


When the Central Park Lake sank very low during the dry sum- 
ner of 1951, several of our club members ‘ere delighted to find 
vany specimens ofa naiade, This mussel was identified as Ano- 
doata eataracta Say by Mre Herbert Athearn of Taunton, lM-ssachu- 
selss, wio adds thet it has the veculinr berk seuloture found in 
specimens from Lake Ronkonkoma on Long Island, The presence of 
Anodonta in Central Park hes also, to our knowledge, never vre= 
viously been reported, 


From the above facts, we can derive a certain amount of 
coifers in the knowledge that the inerease of the hunan race in 
coriein sveas does not alvays necessarily nean a decrease in the 
roliuska: fauna, Here at lenst we have tvo instances where new 
spceies have anpeared at the very monent when our human sopulation 
has prultiphicd enomously,. To deternine whether this comfort is 
®snl or illusory, it is hoped that sone avid club menbers will 
undertake to detemine what species of snails can still be found 
ii the yvoxy eenter of this most highly urbanized area in the 
Wi) 2 
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EDITOR & PAST 
Sx HERE EH 


This is the first wmnber 


of NOTS to a getnee Max, 
1952 (called #7, but setually 
made up of #627), Tho rea- 


sow for this bres: is not, a® 
some may have suprocsc¢, the 
absence of good me.icrial, for 
the Glub hae been “orfunate 
enough to have @ our 


execlient papers «274 before 
it, papers that roi! > 
wed Scetic2. 206 » tone 
have ap a he C fs 
HUSEO ¥ BIBLIOTECA 


TE ZOOLOGIA DE LA HABANA, yizs 
Shelis of Fire Island by Cnth~ 
eyine Ahdereg Shellfiah don~_ 
tamination Contrels by Michael 
Krasener; lend and FY Ghalts 
of Great Neck by Eéward Si-ter. 
We are grateful to Miguel 2 ume 
of Havane for hie kindnect is 
publsihing these papers while 
NOTES was suffering temporary 
eclipses. 


fhe reason for the nox” 
appserence of NOTUS has bed) 
@ very basic one, the nnevdlie~ 


Jacobs, 124 Vest 93 Ste, New York 24 


o repreas.) © 12 Hilicrest Ave,New 


Jacobson, 455 
& % each 94, VY 

eu RHEE HE HH 
poem "A Shell Collector's Phantagy” 
which appeared in our setes, Was 
republished by the Heweilens. 


*% On a vecent visit to the US 
National Museum, we sew in their 
librazy a large folder boldly labei- 
ea NEW YORK SHELI. CLUB NOTES. There 
wes aleo ae folder fox the MINUTES 
from Southern California and various 
other publications. We are serry 
thet ours was so thing but with the 
help ef 11 members, we'll fatten 


it apo 


SNAILS IN THE MARKETS 
The markete around Ninth Ave and 42nd 


_ Street and on Firet Avenué below 14th 
street frequently sell fine specimens © 


eof Buro } end North African lend 
siielis, enimal and ell, Recently we 
were fortunate enough to get a helf 


pound of Hobanis. isulate Mull. 
whieh ie distinguisnec from Otele 
tea, Mull, by ite white lip and 


aperture, Otala having these brow. 
in addition there were Heliz ee 
Boru, for sale in boxes ea 
wood chips and each shell bearing 


bility of a duplicating magiine. q white, inflated epiphregms and 


Ané@ the venson for their sudcen 
reappearance is the wiseta)t 

ef such a machine, althoug2 of 
Heweva", 26 


voused in our cot Roots vg breast 


can Le $ 





the good offices o- 
M. Gage, chaimean of thi pub 
lication commitics of tea 
Hawaiian Maleeoio ical tocie ty. 


This is an exeel! 9% paper, oe Exchange 2254, 1587. 
im~ this sort of thing ie still dove 


we would be tcl. ©ivised to 
State, In a fucure meotiaz ef 
our Club, more mention wi ii be 
made of this paper. iInels 


ane 
tally, Miss Henrietta Sclroeder* 


- €s not vary ri 


lax@e specimens of Heliz agpersa 
mak Taylor, twice the eise et the 
ordinary 28 , Our local fame 
put I bet we're 
luekier than most in the specimens 
proeurable at a market. 


NOTES ines 
# he British Government levies 
a tax of two pounds ($10) upon 
each snecimen of ree. sureutium 
obtained for ete This accounss 
for the high price at which this 
fine shell is held.* CGenehological 
We wonder if 


anywhere. Wasn't it supposed te 
be the Emperer of Zepan whe tried 


to corner Pleurotomyria hirasei? 














































In "Seience® 
there i a 2 serort of. a goleey 
ug 2 ia 3 L' z 2 BR 
*Platbush”. 3 ably re- 
fers to Dea iedt ‘Park, “out if 
so the colony was short lived. 
However; Vag” ‘mystery snail’ 






et 





PTLRRE G Marts., an “"F 
impo ” the Far East 

is moroliferati magnificently 
in all our lo¢al ponds and ©" * 


streams. The latest find of 
this snail ‘Was ‘at Nepe rd 7. 
in Yonkers” the Saw Wilt” 
River. ‘The’ ‘specimens wera. 
snusuad ly fine, ‘po exosi 
at att being Tie eae sel 








nad been “pane! n a 


SNAILS iS. La BAL Ue 
+#9Tt Goteata th roa . 
a sinful woman @Arks 
a #trect and a mGre ox, iese 
lechoreus man a hee upen hes 
& concupiseent 3 ook, trere re 
maine TW the a tiiés pie x rs ‘Be 
“ath hig tyrend, take es ae are. 
trail of a, “snail and, these 
threa@e Byose and eriscdxose 
in such a manner that they fis- 
ally form a net, 2 web ip whic hh 
the human soul sauffocates, 
tering its poor wings in vain. 
-» Miguel de Unanune 
(Vhat won’ t they DBlauccon the 
voor snail next*) ~ 
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SNAILS IN TETERATURE (Cont.). 
** We looced at a bed of oysters 
which I aii even seen anywhere 
pefore. I took uv» one, broke it 
between two stones, and eat it, 
by way of having proof how I 
sould live if I were thrown upon 
# coast where I could get only 
rew spell Lishs » vand I thought I 
could do. “Mrs Johnson and I were 
also occupied in gathering little 
yellow’shelis like a more elegant 
apécieam of whelks. Mr, Johnson 
gathered ‘for Little Miss Thraie, 
Yoféer my fathers..." « %Sir Allen, 
Mwy Joimeotcand I seihed in a Lit~ 
tis beat with two oars to a small 
island calied Sannaland or Sandy~ 
land. >. in ofcder to be on another - 
isle) and te iéock for more*she. is. 
Ye sfoumd a@*great many of the small 
yetlow whelksy andea good many 
suas sliver buekties, of which 
the¥é are some vor theteoast of. 
anenkenneth. Mes Joharon lay 
down pe ci sone ‘gache ts shoxt~ 

“ij a Shi jit 3 pe “ey z tit 

swa¥b? JOURWAL OPwA 
ee ‘(HBBREDES.% 

4 ‘aan ‘UY sompany - 
tee | t ‘tive y@lilow whelks 


: Sard: wa ith £Frow 
seu dsewe ail axon: ah ea Gs 


“Se pon thy Fm 

i ee a a oA ¥ a ge 

Wa caw’. So rtude te» ra be" awars bo 

thetappe einer of ane epockh hak i 

book, AURRECANUSMASHEBES oy >? 
maeker® ABD Ottegw* Acmo re’ rektended 


report. eo val Snag if’s later: num- 


pergee Lb: 8 Howewe haveto examines 
thiemennie eeethat this *bookmakes 
imesux Aocei faune, This hist ib 
nb>ticcmphe tes = 

Taost i artriseri.. #0 avdoDamat ie ros 
instead of Palivicem wee ; Tagelus 
pichetus Solan@er instead of .gibous 
Spenglers “Anadara ovalis insteac of 
Arca Pexzata Say: And Anadara trans< 
verses inetead of Arca’t.; Tellina 
agilisvSimpeso instead of T.tenera; 
Aeugipecten »*rradians instead o f 
Pesten*ir.giercensaria merce sneria 
instead ef Venusen, (to be cont. } 
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at It becomes our gad duty to 
recora the death of our member 


| Edwin J. Carewell last August. 


He died suddenly while he was 
on vacation at Moriches in Long 
island. All who knew Ed remember 
nis enthusdiaem in the s:tudy 

of our lecal fauna, the pains= 
taking eare with which he cleaned 
and preserved his specimens and 
his passion for seientifie exact- 
ness and accuracy. Among his 
effects wae found < cc nrt rer 
presenting the check iist of the 
land shells of New York state. 
We intend to bring this work te 
completion and to have it pub- 
memorial te 


J 






** QOecasionally we receive let~ 
ters from collectors in all parts 
ef the world who desire to under- 
take exehange of shells with men- 
bers of our Club. Below is a 

list of pgeple who are interested. 
It is reeommended thet those of 

us who are interested contact 
these persons directly. 


*Connie Benton, 251 Bonite Dr.» 
Bakersfield, Califommia 
“David S. Carmichael, 137 Ham- 
ilten Terrace, London N.W.8 
England i 
#Dr, Richard Schliekumm, Flen~ 
drische Str.10, K6lm (Celegne) 


Germany ae 

*Set,. Philip Cambridge, 21 Wii~ 
son Ra., Ely, Cardaff, South 
Wales, Great Britain - 

*Aliee Ann Walker, 707 Hickozy 
8t., Atlantic, Iowa 
*ichael BE, Wuerthele, 314 
Seoteh Plains Ave., Westfield, 
New Jersey (age 124) 


BOOK REVIEW (¢ont.) 
As mere of these name changes 
cone to aur attention, we intend 
to call your attention te them. 


AMEREEAN SEA SHELLS by 
R. Tucker Abbott can safely be 
called an epoch making book, 
because for a long time to come 
much of our knowledge and nomen- 
elature will date from its pub- 
lication. The introductory 
chapters represent the distil- 
istion of much recent knowledge 
that has appeared in obscure 
and hard to obtain periodicals. 
We are grateful to Mr. Abbott 
that he has made this knowledge 
available to us in such a thoro 
and delightful manner. 


NOTICE $3 $ 
wt At the 1954 convention of 
the AMU, which some of us ate 
tended, two important decisions 
concerning us were approved. 

It was agreed te held the 1955 
eonvention in our fair city. Thies 







selves the imp ce of mking 
this meeting the biggest and 
best one ever. The officers 


feel sure they can count on the 


support of each 


; membe ro 

Our Club was honored in har ing 
its past President and present 
humble editer of these randem 
NOTES elected President of the 
AUU for the coming year. In an 
exclusive interview granted the 
star reporter of NOTES, the lucky 
person, with many blushes and 
dewneast eyes (signifying extrene 
humility) wished to make it 
Clear thet his election was not 
to be construed as a tribute te 
his rather drab personality, but 
to himself as symbol of our active 
Club, and exhorted each member 
te share in the triweph.: He 
stated emphatically that it could 
have been any one of us who could 
go have been selected. He just 
happened to be sround when the 
voting took place. Anthony 
D'Attilic is a new member of the 
councile 





Bee f 
HW ey Oe ae 


N SHELL CLUB NOTES Noe? Novel1954 
TRUS IDENT 


Dr. Walter H, Jacobs 


VICE TRES.-TRUAS, 
Mir, Anthony D'Attilio 








RECORDING SECRETARY 
Mr, Edward F, Cowles 


CORRUSFONDING SECTY EDITOR 
Mrs, Bernard Wichern Mr, Morris K. Jacobson 


Meee ht AN’? S 
**¥Still heavily under the inf- 
luence of the beautiffilly prin=- 
ted and interesting HAWAIIAN 
SHELL NEWS, the editorial 
staff of these NOTES is very 
happy to be able to announce 
that from now on we expect 
these random observations to 
appear monthly, for at least 
ten months of the year, This 
is the result of the unexampled 
generosity of our members, Dre 
and lirs, Julius Waisoff, who lmve 
on their owmm initiative, provi- 
ded the Club with a splendid 
mimeo machine all its ow, This 
will enable us to share with 
others the splendid material 
that we enjoy monthly at our 
well attended meetings, It is 
difficult to express our grati- 
tude to these trply magnani- 
mous members and trust only 
that the matter we vublish will 
prove to bewotthy of their 
extremely generous gestures 

x * * 


**ITHM, Because of general ris- 
ing costs and the vromise of 

a regular little publication 
such as this, the members pre~" 
sent at our October 31 meetings 
voted unanimously to increase 
our dues, effective on the due 
date of each member, to {2 
annually, The increased money 
will help pay for the paper and 
postage involved in sending out 
these NOTUS and in vermitting 
the Club to have notable sveak= 
ers from out of town address US. 
We are all looking forward to 
the talk that will be delivered 
to our Glub by Dre Josepvh Pele 
Moxrison of the U S National 
nluseum on Jane9, 1955, There 

is no need at this time to 


introduce this world authority 
in malacology nor to assure all 
who attend, a profitable and en-= 
tertaining time. 

* * 


THii MOLLUSCA OF VAN CORTLANDT 

PARK by Mr. Harold S. Feinberg 

(extragted from a paper deliver- 
ed to the NYSC Oct.31,1954) 


**The park, which lies in the 
northwestern section of the city, 
is about 1 and 3/4 miles long and 
about a mile to a mile and a half 
wide, There is a low eastern 
rédge, the rest of the park being 
a lowland valley that once was 4 
fresh water wwamp, The original 
swamp is much reduced in area, 

the rest of the park being given 
over to golf courses and ball 
fields, The water comes from Tib=- 
bets Brook in Westchester Co., 
flows thru Cortlandville Lake 
(north Pond) and then flows into 
the swamp, The commonest miner~ 
als are Fordham Gneiss and Man~ 
hattan Schist, There is little 
if any limestone, There still 
some wild life in the park such 
as a nair of foxes, raccoons and 
muskrats and an occasional deer, 
In addition there are grey squir~ 
rels, chipmunks, an occasional 
flying squirrel, weasel or wood= 
chuck, The forest is mainly 
maple, beech and sassafras with 
here and there a group of oaks, 
On the borders of the lakes and 
streams sre willows, birch and 
asnene ’ : 

+The areas collected were: 1)the 
Lake, + mi,long and 200 ft,wide. 
Each year quantities of copper 
sulphate are dumped into the lake, 
but mollusks seem po persist in 
spite of this,The western shore 
of the lake has black mud, mixed 
with clay. 2)Southeast corner 
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af fis lake 
of the lake, solid sand, little 
vegetation, 3)The swamp under the 
golf course bridge, fine sandy 
brown mud thet becomes heavier 
in deeper water, 4)Westem edge 
of swemp, most voroductive mala- 
cologically of the park, 5)Swamp 
provers 6)Cortlandville Lake or 
North Fond, long and narrow, 7) 
fastern ridge with large trees 
end thick undergrowth of briar 
and ragweed, 

In all there are 18 families 
20 genera and 23 species revre 
sented, 

LIST 

Mesodon thyroidus Say(7), Retine= 
ile _electrina Gould(7), Zonitoi- 
ces arboreus Say(7), Zenitidus 
Muller ite Anguisvira alterna 





> Helicodiscus parallel= 
’ Ballonia nulchella 


liull,(4), V,costata Mull.(4 





Say(5), Oxychilus 
” _hysa 
£3243) 5;6) 








sf parvus Say(1, 3) 
sutus Gould(2 Plenorbula jenk=- 


s Campeloma deci= 


(Edanote) The discovery of Val- 
lonia costata in an isolated 
colony is of particular interest. 
This is the very first record 

of this snail from the N,Y.City 
area and adds another svecies to 
our very small list, Hal is to 
be congratulated on this impor- 
tant find and indeed on his 
whole thorough paper, It is 
hoved that this paper will soon 
appear in its entirety in some 
shell publication of wide dis~- 
tribution, His# thoro study 

of the botany of the various 
localities (here omitted) makes 
nis vaper particularly valuable. 


CONUS GIORIAMARIS 
**The occasion of the recent sale 
of a specimen of this rarest of 
species in New York recently, caus 
all members of the Club to becone 
interested again in this cone, 
We therefore thought that some 
notes might vrove interesting, 
In our library we came across two 
articles dealing with gloriemaris 
one by R,W.Miner in the July LOer 
issue of Natural History Magazine, 
In this naver apnears the story 
of the student of cones Hwass who 
was sunnosed to have said, afger 
bidding high for a specimen and 
then nroceeding to crush it under 
his heel, "Now I possess the only 
specimen in the world$" We have 
all read a similar story of a 
stam» collector who was said to 
have destroyed a rare Mauritius 
or something, ‘Je should like 
very much to see the man who 
can “crush a cone under his heel, 
Try it and see, Miner also states 
that the »oison teeth of Conus 
tore used for biting prey or 458 
a drill to penetrate its shell," 
Weknowbf no other statement that 
gives this power of drilling to 
cone shells, We may also be per 
mitted to doubt another statement 
to the effect that "the range of 
the species is very limited *nd 
the species is doubtless extinct. 
The other article is by W.H,.Ankel 
which anpeared in the ARCHIV FUR 
MOLLUSKMNKUNDS April 1951, In 
this article, which was written 
unon the discovery of a hitherto 
unknown svecimen in the bombed 
out museum of Darmstadt, Germany 
the author shows that the specie 
has been collected in »reas 2503 
km (about 2000 miles) apart and 
thatin# all probability it is 
a shallow water coral reef specic: 
Its rarity he .escribes to our 
ignorance regarding its ecologicé 
requirements, Who knows, perhaps 
at bhis very moment the rare cons 
is being collected by peovle who 
are not aware of its value, mkj 
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VWHuN IS A GuNUS? 
**Before us, as we write this, 
Lies a copy of the FAMILY HALI* 
QTIDAR by Bernard C, Cotton and 
pablished by the Royal Society 
cf South Australia, It deals 
with the Haliotidae of Australe . 
ia of which there are 35 species, 
These species the article divid- 
es into 8 distinct genera as 
follows: Taeniotis 1 species 
Nechaliotis 4, Maurinauris (also 
known as Padollus) 5, Notohalio= 
tis 6, Schismotis l, Exohaliotis 
1, Ovinotis 4) Sanhaliotis ll» 
Now, es a famous writer 
might have said, “A halitéis is 
a haliotis is an abolone," There 
is no grou» in the molluscan 
world that is more neatly set 
off from all others than halio~ 
tis3; each species is readily 
recognizable as a haliotis and 
no shells of any other family 
can be mistaken for one. Hence 
for years the family .Haliotidae 
has elways contained one genus 
with three sections or subgen- 
era, clearly a sufficinet div- 
ision for the 70 odd species 
known, We look with wonder. 
and dismay upon the busy activ- 
ities of malacologists who break 
up so homogeneous a group and 
for a matter of 33.species feel 
justified in building 8 special 
genera, Now a new subgenus is 
not as hamful as a new genus . 
for it is written in (). and 
can frequently be ignored in. 
writing the name of a shelle. 
But a full genus means one 
must use the new name, it be= 
comes the inevitable, always 
present designation. So: dontt 
telk of Haliotis, friend, exa= 
mine to see if you don't have. 
a Schismotis or Ovinotis or 


_BxoheLiotis or Buncohaliotis 


‘now apecies and genus)» Thank 


Heavens for the privilege of ig- 
noring all this, As we said: 

"A haliotis is a haliotis is «ar 
abalone," nkj 


* * * * 
LITERARY NOTE 

** Mark Twain, in answering 2 
correspondent who wanted to kncw 
the difference between geometry 
and conchology <-- MT always got 
this type of question -= writes 
as follows: "Conchologye<csreiszte 
only to:shells, At the same time. 
however, & man who opens oysters 
for a hotel, or shells a fortiriec 
town, or sucks eggs, is not, strir 
tly speaking, a conchologist ~- 
a fine strok of sarcasm that, but 
it wial be lost on such an unin- 
tellectual clam as you," Have 


we here a retort for our detractors 


who think us all mad? 


* * * * * 
NOTE 

From R, Tucker Abbott: "Would 

you kindly note that my permanent 

address will change on Nov,e15,1954 

from the U,S,National Museum to 
Department of Mollusks 
Academy of Natural Sciences 
19th & the Parkway 
Philadelphia 3, Pag" 

We.all wish Dr, Abbott the best 

of luck in his new post and know 

that his most valuable services 

will continue undiminished from 

the city of brotherly love, 


* * ° * * * 
Our Membbr Dr, Wisoff called this 
to my attention:. In AMii-I-Gram, 
published by the Amm-i-dent Co,, 
Vol.4, No.6 November 1954, ap= 
nears the following interesting 
item, “An antibiotic claimed to 
be a specific for whooping cough 
has been extracted from snails." 
The matter will not rest here, 

In the next issue we hope to .giv« 
you more details, name of snail 
above all, A letter has, already 
gone off to Amm-i-dent asking fax 
it, 
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*%** NEXT 


MEETING: 


_Ne me 


SATURDAY, JAN. 9 at 2 PM 


ROOM 419 of AM@RICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY. 
GUEST SPHAKHRs ‘Dr, Joseph P,E.Morrison of the 
NATIONAL MUSEUM, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Motion pictures and color slides of Bikini Atoll 


Subsequent meetings will take 


place aS follows: Feb, 6, March 


6, April 3, and May le. 

**We shall try the exveriment 
of sending notices of meetings 
by this periodical, -thus dis~= 
pensing with the post cards 
that have hitherto been used, 


**#Ve know there will be a big 
tum out to welcome our speak= 
er for the January meeting, 
one of the leading authori- 
ties in the field, We hope 
you will invite your friends 
who are interested, The oce= 
casion promises to be one of 
the high lights in the history 
of our Club, ; 
x * %* . 

DID YOU KNOW that Aristotle, - 
who lived in the fourth cen= 
tury B.C. and wrote about 
mollusks in that remote era, 
thought: 

1)that mollusks, spedifically 
oysters, did not breathe, be= 
cause since man could not get 
air in water, neither could 
any sea creature? 

2)that mollusks, such as squid 
Lived for only one year? 
3)that his classification of 
testaceans, which included: 
the oysters and the snails, 
also embraced seasurchins, & 
relative of the star fish? 
4)that from his observations, 
all testaceans were, noted 
for the smoothness of their 
shells inside? 

5)that certain snails have a 
proboscis with which “they 





nn eee 


bore right through the shellsioi 
other shell fish on which they 
prey? ; 
6)that testaceans were closer «5 
vegetable life than to animal 
Life with locomotion? - 
7)that the hermit crab, who lives 
in a shell, might be a mollusk tn 
part? ; 
8)that, as a rule, mollusks grew 
by spontaneous generation? 
9) that the paper nautilus used a 
webb between its arms as a sail 
and the feelers as its oars? 
10)that “even in the case of mol- 
lusks, when the cuttlefish is 
struck with a trident, the male 
stands by to help the female; 
but when the male is struck, the 
female runs away? 

«--=jCatherine Ahders 
**We thank our member for the di-~ 
ligence of her researches in class- 
ical science which has brought 
up this interesting conglomeration 
of fact and fancy regarding the 
creatures of our predilection; 
It is apparent that Aristotle 
wrote about thet which he him~ 
self observed, but like all of 
us, he relied heavily on the 
testimony of "experts," It is 
also interesting to note that muy 
of his notions were common “know~ 
lege" until rather recent dates. 
Interesting problems: How many 
popuhar fancies and superstitions 
regarding snails are still present, 
Perhaps some studious member will 
uncertake to enlighten us, First 
steps it was thought that slugs 
swallowed raw could cure TB, 
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NOTES on the Shell Col- 


lection of the American Museum 
of Natural History, 

(4D,NOTE) Some time ago we 
asked Dr, John C, Armstrong, 
who was then in charge of the 
Museum shell collection, for 

a statement regarding the shells 
housed there, His statement 
follows: 

*** The nublic display of mol- 
jusks in the Hall of Living In- 
vertebrates has been selected 
to show the range of size and 
form in each of the subfamilies 
as defined by the noted German 
nalacologist Johannes Thiele in 
his "Handbuch der sy$tematischen 
Weichtierkunde," The limited 
space available meant that the 
selection had to be very severe, 
but I think that a very fair 
idea of the groups may be had 
by a careful study of the ex- 
hibits 

*%¥¥The entire Museum collection 
of shells includes nearly 750, 
000 svecimens and except for 
some of the deep water shells 
and some land shells, most of 
the known genera are represen= 
ted,esel have tried to improve 
the quality of the collection 
rather than the sheer quantity. 
The collection includes many 
private collections whach have 
been bequeathed to the Museum, 
Naturally this meant that there 
has been a great deal of dup= 
lication among some of the most 
popular forms, A careful sur 
vey mede with the help of Dr, 
William J, Clench showed. that 
the collection could be much 
improved by elimination of a 
great deal of such bulky dupli- 
cation, This took nearly four 
years to accomplish,..There were 
also, and I regret tosay still 
are, & great many lots with ex- 
tremely inadequate data. Where 
ever possible these have been 
replaced with new material. 
Finally the judicious use of 
the surplus material for ex= 
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changes, 2nd the loan of large 
Collections for study hve en- 
abled us to materially increase 
the number of genera and spe 


cies represented in the collectio: 
**¥*The study collection is avail-« 


2ble to interested versons from 
9 to 5 Monday thru Friday, An 
appointment should be made by 
telephone with Mr, Weir. 
~---John C, Armstrong. 


x % 3 * 
**¥*Our member Mrs. Dorothy Freas 
who now lives in Westfield,N.J, 
called our attention to an in~ 
teresting note in the Dec, i954 
issue of FRONTIGRS, the publi- 
cation of the Academy of Nat, 
Sciences of Philadelphia, It 
tells of the establishment of 
the Pilsbry Chair of Malacology 
in honor of Dr. Henry A. Pbls- 


bry who has been with the Academy 


for 66 years. 
will be R, Tucker Abbott, whom 


we know es the author of the 


recent AMBRICAN SHA SHELLS and 
who was kind enough to address 
us some years ago, We copy me 
data on Mr, Abbott for the FRON- 
TIRR articles “Mr, As is 34, 

a native of Watertown, Mass, 

His university work ws done at 
Harvard and Geo, Washington, 
During the war he was a naval 
aviator. 
Pacific, West Indies, Bahamas, 
Africa and elsewhere, He is 
the author of..."Hendbook of 
Medifcally Important Mollusks 


Its first occupant 


He has coliected in the 


of the Orient" and a large number 


of contributions to vrofessionel 
journals," 
% ye * 


NOTE: How can you tell a MACTRA 


from a SPISUDA? Look at the lage 


dish=-like area in which the town 


resilient cartilege rests in life, 


In MACTRA this area is sharply 
dévided by some sort of lamella, 
in SPISULA it is not so divided, 
Comvare our own SPISULA SOLIDI~ 
SDMA with the Mediterrranean 
MACTRA STULTORUM, 
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x**AE the November meeting of 
the Club (which took place on 
Dec, 6)-= Sor such is the nature 
of clubs like ours == we were 


favored by gorgeously illustrated These are: 


talks on trips to Puerto Rico 

(by Dre William Lowry) and to 

the Lesser Antilles (by Mr, Hd- 
ward Coles.) Incidentally, on 
his trip Bill came back with a 
new Macroceramus which will be 
nemed in his honor, Anyway, dur=- 
ing the interesting question per= 
iod after the talks, one of the 
pest questions was the vlaintive 
one asked by poor Doc Jacobs. 
Boys, he wanted to know, how can 
you afford the time and money to 
take the trins? Maybe malacolo- 
gically the questions leaves some 
thing to be desired «-~ but, boys, 
we sure would like to know any=- 
wey, But why should Doc Jacobs 
be worried? The scuttlebut has 
it that his beloved Bermudas will 
soon receive a visit from him 

and his chaming Fritzie, food 
luck and good hunting$ 


* * * * 
***0ur good members Dr, and Mrs. 
Wisoff, to whose generosity we 
owe the regular appearance (si 
Dios quiere) of these NOTIS, ws 
called our attention to the 
Dec,4 issue of the SATEVEFOST, 
There, in an article on queer 
fish to be eaten, like shark 
and lamprey eels, we read that 
Dr, Edward W,. Harvey, who is 
experimenting in this branch of 
the culinary arts, recommends 
that Murex with garlic should 
taste good, ss well as smdked 
oysters and Chitons “which grow 
as big as your fist on rocks and 
are almost as tasty as abalonee" 
We, for one, can only support 
the good doctor's contentions; 
and we are intrigued greatly by 
the thought of collecting, din- 
ing, cleaning and preserving 
in our catkections <= all in 
one bold stroke’ 


A he Oe IR ok 9 ab nee BR) Nos 10 Ded tt a Madea Fa 
NOTES on New York City Malacology: 


¥¥*¥Did you know that at least 

three species have areas within 

bhe city. their TYPE LOCALITY??? 
Gemma manhattensis 
Prime «= tel. “in the Hast River 

at Hell Gate betwee Mill Rock and 
the mouth of the Harlem River"3; 
Cingula modesta H. C. Lea (now 
Seciniaa Me) tele “Brooklyn, Nols” 
and Vallonia excentrica Sterki, 


tele "Staten island, N.Y." 


*%*% Among well known local con# 
éhologists we have Silas C,. Wheat 
who used to live at 987 Sterling 
Tae in Brooklyn, editor of the 
Bulletin of the Bklyn Conch,Club 
and author of KMENXE many papers. 
He published the name Acmaea 
testudinalis fergusoni for our 
local form of this species. How- 
ever Abbott disregards this name 
in his latest works 

Maxwell Smith,the well know author 
of AST COAST MARINE SHELLS and 
many other works, used to be a 
member of the Bklyn Conch,Club, 
A,H.Gerdner in 1891 found a colo= 
ny of Stenotrema hirsutum (the 
only record of this species for 
Long Island) “in a small patch of 
woods eeent what is now 13 avenue 
and 74 Street in Bay Ridge, Bklyn." 
We wraat there a while ago locking 
fo its found no woods, no lcts, 
no nothingeeejust a row of dreary 
apartment houses. 

In 1909 Edwin W. Hum»hreys pu.clisne: 
in Naut, 23:10 a list of RECENT 
FRESH WATER SHELLS FROM BRONX BORO, 
N.Y. .These he found in a swamp 
that used to be between what is 
now 171 St and Morris, slong a 
causeway to accomodate Morris 
Aves 

In 1909 the collection of David 
Wilson Ferguson (for whomf the 
above mentioned Acmea was nemed 
as well as Anguispira altemata. 
fergusoni) was Left in its entir e+ 
ty o Olumbia U, We asks any 
body know what happened to it 
since? 
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x*** NEXT MBEETINGs: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 at 2 Pil 
ROOM 419 of AMMRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS, 
BL SHELI AWD. BO OF OOo co 
The Club is doing splendidly, but the treasury is weak. 
Bring that duplicate shell or unused shell book and let 
us try to realize some money on it, Recent activities 
have put a severe drain on our funds, At any rate, come 
out and buy, Enrich your library, your collection and 





our favorite Club 


SUBSEQULNT WAasTINGs 
March 6, April 3, May le 
% # es 


EDITORIAL. We were highly 
gratified at the nice notice 
the Conch, Club of Southern 
California took of our NOTHS 

in their latest MINUTES, It 
was pointed out there that un=- 
less we charge money for our 
publication and sell it to 

the general public, we will 

not be considered part of the 
“nublished record," The Hditor 
for one feels that we lose lit- 
tle by this, Let the NAUTILUS, 
the Cuban Revista and the many 
other regular conchological 
publications be the RICORD, 
just run these Notes to keep 
our club together and to re~ 
cord for those who might be 
interested our little doings. 
***We are amateurs in the ori- 
ginal sense of the word, we 

are in with shells because we 
aiment (love) them, There are 
those who work with them stead-=- 
lly, whose pulse is on every 
new development in the field. 


We 


NOTES on New York City Malacolo 
(II). in his recently published 
NSHAN LIFE IN NEW YORK, the great 
naturalist-writer William Beebe 
gives the following figures for 
wild life in and around (100 mile 
radius) our metropolis: 15,000 
insects (give or take a few thous- 
and), 260 fish, 52 amphibians and 
reptiles, and 372 birds, of which 
200 can be seen in Central Parks 
To complete these vital statis= 
tics, we thought some one might be 
interested in the number of species 
of the phylum of our predilection, 
A few hasty references to the more 
easily accesible reports gives the 
following: in 1907 Silas Wheat 
Listed 117 land, fresh water and 
marine mollusks for our area (Bull. 
Conch, Club of BtKlyn); in 1887 
Sanderson Smith made the list up 
to include 126 species, and in 
1876, Sanderson Smith and Temple 
Prime (Anna&s Lyc. Nat.Hist.N.Y.) 
found 179, but this included all 
of Long Island, Removing some of 
the doubtful and synonymic names, 
and adding a few new records, it 
is our guess that once the long 


Not only do we not feel ourselveSromised NEW YORK SHELL CLUB list 


in competition with them, we 
recognize in them the (for 
want of better words) aristoc~ 
racy of the field, who for 
vetter or worse are the arbi- 
ters of ouz problemse 


appears in print, we will find 
between 135 and 140 species re~ 
cognized today, Don't’ blame our 
large human population, we guess 
that had H,Hudson collected all the 
sprcies here, he would not have 
found many mores 








NHW YORK SHB 
MOLLUSKS in the news (I 


¥eWe are indebted for the foliow= 
ing interesting items to several 


of our more eagle eyed members. 
ITEM. Herald Tribe 11/9/54 


An add from the Orlando(Fla) Sen- 


tinel Star "Snails in teees? 
Orange trees, that is, We use 
them in Central Florida to keep 


#nsects out." (Ever see a Liguus ggean, 


in hot pursuit of say a dragon . 
fly or mosquito. Ed.Query) 
IEEM, Same paper, 12/28/54, 






DR, JOSEFH P.E. MORRISON AT THE 
Naw YORK SHELL CLUB 
One of the most enjoyable and 
profitable meetings the Club has’ 
ever had, took place last Sunday, 
January 9. Dr. Morrison showed 
undescribably beautiful color 


moving pictures of his trips to 


the low archipelagos in the Pacific 
Especially interesting 


were the shots he showed us of 
the people and scenery of little 
Raroia and the solemnity with which 


From Grafton, W,Virginia,s “Res they were celebrating the anniver- 


identseeswondered today how an 
octopus three feet in diameter 
got into a small stream on the 
outskirts of town," (And more 

on this. 


sary of Bastille Day. 
favorites, however, were the breath 
taking pictures of the mountains 

of Tahiti, scenes that were so 

The fresh water octopuSprand that one felt almost a pain- 


The general 


is as indestructible as the bet= ful urge to go theres 


ter known sea serpent, It was 


Adding much to the pleasure of 


mong conchologists some decades 


back, We know how the octopus 


delightful running commentary. A 
pleasant mixture of scientific 


could have gotten there olright, fact and charming personal adven- 


but it says right here that the 


four boys who found it killed it 


and took it to the dog catcher 
«where else??) 

ITEM, Mirror 10/4/54 from 
Trondheim, Norway: "A giant oc- 
topus measuring more than seven 


tures, 
risons beguiling manner, that made 
the moments fly all too soon. 
in all, it was voted the most enter~ 
taining session we have had in a 

long time, 
guests comfortably filled the 


it was delivered in Dr, Mor- 


All 


About 70 members and 


feet across the body and having hall, 


tentacles over 23 feet long, was 


* * * % 


found floating dead in the Fjord ope supGENERA OF NERITA_ according 


todays" (No boys killed it, 

no dog catcher got it, it was 
found in an arm of the sea, 80 
it probaly is true.) 

ITM: The N Y Times of 1/14/55 
runs an alarming story of the 
danger threatening the bay 
scallop from a fungus like dis- 
ease, "A yellow, mudlike sub=- 
stance deposited by an uniden= 
tified marine work has been 
found on scallop shells.,The 
alarm is over the possibility 
that the yellow accretion will 
so weight the mollusk that it 
casnet bs opensd by its adduct- 
or muscle, This would mean 
starvation for the scallope" 
The blight seems to be heaviest 
ia Peconic Bay, Conservation 
Comnisioner Louis A, Wehle is 
invectigating. 


to Thiele 
Subgenus NERITA s,5 ~ the columel= 
lar edge is regularly toothed 
type N eleronta Le 
Subgenus TILA = the columellar 
nlate is furrowed, Neplicata 
Subgenus THZLIOSTYLA = co umellar 
plate is wartye N albicilla 
Subgenus AMPHINERITA = columeiiar 


plate is smoothe -Neumlaasiana 


* * * * 
MOLLUSKS IN LITERATURE 
"rom "ANATAHAN” by Michiro 


Maruyama: ‘We picked the hornicce 
snails from their shells and ate 
them." We taxed our minds and 
ransacked our bodoks to no avails 
Can anyone guess the species? All 
snails we know about seem to be 
provided with antennae, horns to 
fhe uninitiatee 
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Pelt 
LU eres HEROS 
P6 
This monstrosity was found 
at Rockaway on the beach at 119 
Street in 1952, Duatzenberg 
used to give svecial names to 
monstrosities which he found in 
the Mediterranean Sea, I wonder 
how mad I can get people by pro=- 
posing the name Lunatia heroes 
monstre rockawayensis n.monstr. 
for it, At any rate, just in 
cawe some think this is OK, it 
should be reported that the shell 
has a swollen, double carina 
beginning just at the umbillicus 
and running to the anterior bas- 
al margin of the outer lip. It 
also has a furrow above this 
carina below the widest point. 
The shell was found without animal 
or operculum, It is worthy of 
speculation to try to guess the 
shape of the latter organ; did 
it conform 66 the altered aper= 
ture, or did it follow the shape 
of the usual specimens and hence 
leave part of the animal unpro= 
tected? Just posterior to the 
umbilicus (above it if the shell 
is held spire up) is the break 
that probably damaged the man~ 
tle and hence caused our speci-~ 
men to become deformed, The spe~ 
cimen has the following dimensio- 
ns: height 34 mm., diameter 
26 mm,, anerture 29x16 mm, 
eeli K Jacobson 


THE FAMILY NATICIODAE 
IN NEW YORK 

Lunatia heros Say 1822, This is 
the best known and most common 
moon snail found in our area, 
Large specimens are sometimes 
thrown up on the beach at Rock= 
away, and we have collected some 
4 3/8 in, by 4 3/4, but these 
are usually imperfect when found 
on our wave lashed beaches, Fer» 
fect but smaller specimens can 

be taken in the sand just uncer 
the bridge leading to Jones Beach, 
Polinices duplicata Say, This 
shell, iless common than the firs%, 
can be distinguished by the heavy 
callus at the umbillicus, Live 
shells are rare, but occasionally 
found at Rockaway. There is a 
pyramid shaped variety, with un~ 
usually heavy shell that might 
warrant a varietal name. 

Lunetia triseriata Say, 1826, 
This is the smallest of our moon 
snails, Nicely lined but dead 
specimens are not uncommon on 
Rockaway and elsewhere, but are 
invariably found dead, Live sps- 
cimens are common at Center Is, 
Bayville, Long Island in the 

sand near the rocks to the east 
of the beach, These shells how- 
ever, are unlined, or very faint- 
ly soe The egg case of this spe=~ 
cies differs from that of heros 
by having the "neck" of the War" 
less high, 

Natica pusilla Say 1822, This 
shell is reported from Gardiners 
Bay and Huntington, We have never 
taken ones 

Lunatia groenlandica Miller,1842 
According to Johnson's List this 
species is within our rangee But 
there seem to be no records that 
it was ever taken in our areas 
A deep water species. 

Polinices immaculatas Tottem 1835 
This species has been reported 
together with Lepusilla, We have 
never seen this species either. 
Some small naticids at Rockaway, 
which were reported as pusilla, 
turned out to be immature heros. 
All of these shelis are described 
and figured in Abbott's AMERICAN 
SHASHELLS 
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$igreen oR A TEL 

From rags to riches in 
seventy minutes -- that's the 
story of our Club exchecuer at 
the February meeting. The out- 
going treasurer, Tony D' Attilio 
nad to report a deficit of G2 
as of the start of the meeting; 
but his successor, Mathilde 
Weingartner, begins her term in 
office with a balance of more 
than 350% 

What brought about this 5 
sudden (and welcome) affluence 
was, of course, principally the 
gala auction of shells and 
shell books generously donated 
by members, The enthusiastic 
auctioneering of Dr. Jacobs 
was reyarded with bids of two 
dollars for several fine shell 
specimens, and over three 
dollars for two of the bookse 

The fact that the affair 


poets st el en i - ete 
a 
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ITEM: from THE HUMAN ANIMAL by 
weston La Barree (submitted by 
James Poling)e 

The speed of simple nervous co~ 
ordination has improved through= 
out evolutionary time. For ex 
amnle, mollusk mentality within a 
comfortable protective shell is 
impossibly slow by human standards. 
A nerve impulse in a fresh-water 
mollusk travels only 5/16 to 8/16 
of an inch a second, that is, bare= 
ly 94 - 150 feet an hour, Even 
in slugs, which have given their 
very name to slowness, & nerve 
impulse travels around 19 inches 
a second, or a little over a mile 
ah hour and, in frogs thé rate is 
a respectable 70 or 80 feet a 
second, In human beings the s peed 
of nervous impulses is 400 ft a 
second and, therefore, in purely 
functional terms a human nerve is 
10,000 times as good as a mollusk' 8s, 


seemed to be enjoyed by all, to«- While mollusks evidently do not 


gehter with its demonstrated 
success in providing means for 
the Club to cover the expenses 
involved in having more guest 
speakers, films, etCs, led to 
the proposal == unanimously 
approved == that such an aucti~ 
en be a part of every annual 
meeting se2e2DWARD F, COWLES 
ED,NOTE, Most of the good 

work == and all of the fun 
was orovided by Doc Jacobs 
whose success was 50 great that 
we offer to rent him -~reasona 
ble -= to any Club that wants 
torepeat our SUCCESS os mkj 


need much speed in order to sure 
vive, the general survival value 
of nervous functioning is surely 
indicated in the great and con= 
tinuing improvements made on it 

in eveluttonary times." 

Thus much f6r Mr, La Barres Then 
our member Jim Poling continues 
thus philosophically? "Al1 I can 
say is, lucky mollusks, ‘Speed, as 
an essential of survival, doesn't 
seem to have mde our lot any hap 
pier, I wonder what the speed-ra~ 
tio of nervous breakdown is betweer. 


man mollusk?" 
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***¥We are happy to run the above 
item sent in by Jim Poling, 

Most of h& are well acquainted 
with the magnificent article on 
snails that Jim had published 

in a recent number of COLLIERS, 
Keep your eyes opened for other 
articles by our talented fellow 
member which will apvear soon 

in other popular magazines, 


**%° THIS I NEVER KNEW De~artre nt 
"When porcelain was introduced 
inte Europe it was named por= 
ceilana, or cowrie shell, 
which in turn deyived its name 
from its supposed resemblance 
to:the rounded back of a por- 
egiia or little hog." Item 
found by ye ed, in Will Du- 
rant's STORY OF CIVILIZATION, 
quoted there from Gulland, 
CHINESE PORCHIAIN, 


**% A SINGLE quote from the 
many fascinating letters we 
have been receiving from Dr, 
and. Mrs, Whsoff from down Fla, 
wax: We spent two hectic days 
in St.Petersburg -- we met the 
fatious Mr, Walter Webb who in- 
fomred us that he and Mrs, Webb 
just celebrated their 65 wedding 
anniversary, and then we looked 
at his collection, especially 
his land shells, Then we vi~= 
wited with Mr, Frank Meyer of 
the Seven Seas Shoppe and exa~ 
mined many shells of his fine 
collection of marine shells 

“= and of course we went to 
visit with Mr, & Mrs, Steger 

of Tampa, who showed us all of 
those very high priced dredged 
shells, and then we rounded up 
cur trin here by attending the 
Shell Club meetinge"seee Ve 

met the Ranger of the Everglades 
Park in Miami -- he is hand-= 
some and charming and knovs 

lis Liguus,eeHe told us that 
ne Liguus of the Keys and the 
“iguus of the mainland do not 
yoocily mate, and it took him 
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eight years before he ws success~ 
fully able to cross a castaneo- 
gonatus with a graphicus and was 
thus able to produce for only 
one year the identical design of 
innominatus, because the follow- 
mating period they fell back to 
their natural coloring." 


***As far as I know, this is 
the first record of any one suc- 
cessfully breeding Liguus, mkj 


%%* MALACOLOGY IN NEW. YORK -( IIT) 
SLOMAN Rous, born in England Aug. . 
3, 1838, lived in S,Africa where 
he gained fortune before the Boer 
Ware He was ruined by an embar= 
go on imports set by Boer Govt, 
Transferred to USA with a valu- 
able collection of shells, Open- 
ed a store in Jersey City, then 
moved it to Brooklyn, He was one 
of the few dealers who offered 
Achatina linterae (subsp, of 
zebra), the locality of which 
is now bare of all shells, Dur-= 
ing the last five years of his 
life he was attached to the Cone 
chological section of the Amer, 
Museum of Natural History... 
Wonder if any of our old timers 
recall this interesting person, 


CHARLES AUSTIN DAYTON died Nov, 
%, 190% First President of 
Brooklyn Concholégical Clube 


*#**GENERA OF NATICIDAE IN N,Y. 

Genus NATICA,,has operculum of 
calcareous material, | 

Genus FOLINICES,,..has operculum 
of corneous (horny)material, 
Umbilicus is covered by a 
heavy callus. 

Genus LUNATIA,,,also has opercu~ 
lum of corneous material, 
but umbilicus is not cov= 
ered oOVeYre 

These added notes should be read 

with NYSCNotes No,ll, pede We 

always thought we had only Natica 
and Polinices here, with Lunatia 
as subgenus, But now we shall 
follow Abbott's AMMRECAN SEA 

SHELIS » 
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SOME RARER SHELLS. 
by ANTHONY D'ATTILIO 





_ : es ot 
2THRRAITES Swainson 


Among the shells which are 
well represented in every collec- 
tion, one will find the shallow 
water genera, such as Strombus . 
Nevertheless, even among these, 
each genus will contain several 
species that are rare or even 
very rare, In the Minutes 141 of 
the Conch,Club of S,Calif there 
are some interesting remarks on 


Strombus taurus. Reeve, one of the 


very rare snecies, Although per- 
haps not cuite so rare, S,thersi~ 
tes Swainson also deserves to be 
rhticed, Wilkins in 1951 (Fro. 
Mal.Soc,Vol.28 nart 6) corrected 
some confusion as to the author 
of this name end then selected as 
lectotype a specimen in the Brit. 
Museum from the Cracherode coll, 
This tyne svecimen came from New 
Caledonia and at the time of its 
vurchase about 1800 sold for 6 
euineaSeseelo my knowledge it has 
not been mentioned much otherwise 
‘nd certainly does not appear on 
any dealer's catalog, Within the 
vast year I received two specimens 
from Japan with Okinawa as the 
steted locality, Further cor= 
respondence brought out that they 
are found in about 6 fthms, Any 
acditional information on this 
species will be of interest. 





Littorina, irrorata Say. 


ne omen a 


The FAMILY EL ITTORINTI DAS 
IN NEW YORK. 
Littorina litorea L, This is the 
commonest of the family found here 
abouts, It is a comparative new= 
comer to our fauna, since it was 
first collected at Lloyd's neck 
in 1881, and in Staten Island in 
1888, After traveling from Nova’ 
Scotia, which it reached in’1840, 
it finally reached Cape May, NJ. 
which is probably its southermost 
limit, Here we find it in Jamaica 
Bay, Staten Island, Pelham and 
many other places, It is a rock 
dweller, but it lives on the grass 
at Barren Island, 
Littorina saxatile Olivi, This 
species is much smaller and thin- 
ner than litorea, It is more tur- 
rited than the rather globose lat= 
ter,...in addition .it..is lighter 
in color, It is plentiful in 
Jamaica Bay and in Bays and ine 
lets throughout Long Island, 


Littorina obtusata L, This spe-= 


cies, about the size of saxatile 
can easily be recognized by its 
globose shane and very denressed 
and flattened spire, Hereabouts 
it is usually yellow, greenish 
brown or olive in color, It can 
be found among the fucus weeds on 
the rocks at the base of the Mar- 
ine Parkway Bridge in Rockaway, 

It has been called palliatus Say, 
and pneconica Smith, among other 
names, Saxatile was also known 

as rudis Maton and tenebrosa Mont. 
This 
species, about the size of litorea 
but different in color and outline 
seems to have been common here et 
one time but now anpears to have 
died out, It is found in Indian 
kitchen middens in large numbers 
and occasional dead and worn 


turn up at Rockaway Beach, Recent 


records of live specimens are dou- 
btfulecseseAll these species are 
illustrated in Abbotts AIMZRICAN 
SEA SHELLS. And thoroly discussed 
in JOHNSONIA 7, 1943. 

***L,litorea can be bought in 

fish markets too, 


hones" 











PRES ITANT 
Anthony DtAttilio 


VICE PRES,-RREAS, 
Mathilde Weingartner 


CORRESPONDING SECtY 
Mrs, Bernard Wichem 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Edward F, Cowles 


EDITOR 
Vorris K,. Jacobson 


Editorial office: 455 Beach 139 St,.,Rockaway,NeYe 





*** NEXT MEBTIN Gs 
ROOM 419 of AMHRICAN MUSEUM 
Subsequent meetings: May 1 





SUNDAY, APRIL 3 at 2 PM 


OF NATURAL HISTORY 


KKK KEKE KKK EEE RERKE KEE EE EEE EEE EBT BEE EHH II KE EEE BIR BIER BRA 


ON THE PROGRAM FOR APRIL MEETING 

"The subgenera of Uroconvtis in 

Cuba" with slides and specimens 
by Morris K, Jacobson 

Wolluscoeides" by Michael Krass- 
ner 

"Some uses of shelis" by Neil 
Petersen 

"Subgeneric terms in the genus 

Cones" by Abthony D'attilio 

plus exhibitions of shells, 

publications etc. 

* * ** 


(rather important )NOTICE 

***\t the last session of the 
Club, the members adopted a 

by law providing for the rank of 
Associate Member, to be conger= 
red uvon interested persons liv- 
ing at greater distances from 
N.Y. These members will receive 
regularly copies of this publi- 
cation, and, if at times in the 
vicinity of N.Y. will be hearti~ 
ly welcomed ta our meetings (as 
who isn't) but without voting 
privileges, The dues for such 
members are set at $1 per annums 
This fee does not, of course ap= 
ply to other groups with whom we 
enjoy exchangess (Elucidation 
of this raragraph by a highly 
expert legal mind: it amounts 
to our offering these pages to 
the general public for a mere 

é1 (tenth bart of $10) subsér2p- 
fion rate per annum, Associate 
members naturally have the pri- 
titese of sending in cute items 
4 Fil] these fascinating notese 
JON UP. 


NOTES ON OUR MARCH MEETING: 

We heard some interesting ta@lks 
by several of our members, Mr, 
Fred Tobleman spoke briefly to 

us on the poison sting of the 
cone shell, citing some hairerais- 
ing cases of severe illness or 
actual death resulting from such 
stings, He showed pictures of 
the poison dart and demonstrated 
how it works, As we all sat there 
in more or less stunned silence, 
someone called attention to the 
fact that only the live edne shell 
need be feared, there was no need 
to exvelk all the cones from our 
collections, The query was raised 
regarding the dangers of the Flo- 
rida cones, 

Mr, Michael Krassner gave us 4 
preliminary version of the paper 
he is preparing for the AMU con-= 
vention, We hesitate to let the 
cat out of the bag, but without 
disclosing anything more about 
the report, we don't hesitate in 
adding that it is the most valua~ 
ble report the club has ever had, 
The conclusions Mike reached will 
be of real value to students of 
ecology and snail distribution, 
Mr, Anthony D{Attilio spoke on 
the awe, love and affection that 
accompanied shell collecting in 
the old days, The occasion was 
an article in the PROCHEDINGS OF 
THE MALACOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF 
LONDON regarding a particularly 
beautiful specimen of Astraea 
heliotroni ums the sun ray shell, 
which aroused the eloquent wonder 
of the quthor, All were quite 
impress ede 
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COMMUNICATION from Mr, Hid Cowles, 
our secretary: "I made this ob- 
servation 4 or 5 years ago at Mare 
athon, Florida, in the Keys, I 
was around in a little is- 
let off shore, where there were 
mangrove roots going down to sand= 
y bottom in about two feet of 
water, I saw three Fasciolaria 
hunteria (distans, they were 
called then), clustered together. 
When I picked them up, I saw 
the largest animal vull itself: 
back out of the smallest shell, 
which was empty, However, its 
operculum was lying right there, 
and it seemed very evident that 
fannibalism had accurred, Have 
other such incidents been re« 
corded?" 

* * x * 
KNUGGETS OF KNOWLHDGH: lMany years 
ago(in 1867 to be exact) Mark 
Twain revorted that he used to 
be the Clerk of the Committee on 
Conchology of the U S Senate, As 
such he had to prepare reports on 
egg shells, bomb shells and 
clam shells, We have vrogressed 
some since those primitive day5S.s 
Today such a clerk would also 
heave macaroni shells and shell 
gasoline to busy himself withs 

* * * 


MALACOLOGY IN NEW YORK (IV). 

Mr, William H, Weeks, the grand 
old man of all local collectors 
of shells whose most impressive 
sollection is housed in 508 
Willoughby Avenue in Brooklyn, 
writes as follows in resvonse to 
juz query of NYSCN 12, pde: nfl § 
know both Dayton and Rous. The 
Dayton Collection went to the 
Riklyn Museum at $1000, The 
Eous to Borkelman of New York 
City and this went to some Insti~ 
«ution, Borkelman lived in Cuba 
most of his life and married a 
Cyoan girl." What a wealth of 


such invaluable material must 
still be in Mr, Weeks's memorye 
We hope het1ll take the time some 
aay to set it down where it will 
see the light of day in these 
DALES» 
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THE FLORIDA LIGUUS 
by Dr, Julius Wisoff 

Harliest collectors lumped all 
the Florida tree snails together 
and labelled them Achatina fascia~ 
ta, The Florida Liguus $s a 
distinct South Floridian habitat, 
The word liguus comes from the 
Latin and means banded, The Lig- 
uus was first reported in 1825 by 
Thomas Say and when Miami becaome 
accessible about 50 years ago, 
eollectors began to penetrate the 
Keys and Hammocks and bring out 
the various Liguus for study, Un- 
til about 30 years ago, the naming 
of the species and subspecies was 
in a state of confusion, and in 
1929 Dr, (Charles Torrey)Simpson 
elaborated his linear arrangement 
of 35 different species, Since 
then, through the exhaustive work 
of Drs, Clench, Piasbry and others 
more shells have been added and 
divided into three general groups 
SOLIDUS, CASTANEOZONATUS=TESTUDI* 
NEUS AND SEPTENTRIONALS, consis- 
ting of about 8 species and about 
45 varieties and subvarieties. 

Liggus lives in colonies and 
normally migrate from tree to tree 
and lay their eggs, about 8, in 
the ground or under the leavese 
They have been forcibly displaced 
so many times by various hurrica= 
nes to different eokonies and 
Keys that many hybrid shells have 
been found, They thrive during t 
the rainy season from May to Nove 
and their natural food is the 
fungus in the bark of the trees 
and leaves, During the dry season 
the snails throw out a gummy sub= 
stance which hardens and attaches 
the shells firmly to the trees," 


NOTE: We print this excerpt f rom 
the Liguus paper of Dr. Wisoff be~ 
cause it will be of interest to 
know that Doc, by & lucky purchase 
has come into possession of the 
very rich Liguus collection of 
Nitgsche, This collection con- 
tained varieties that hve long 
been extinct as well as rarities 
of other tynes, I understand that 
Doc still has many duplicates a- 
vailable for exchangee Ye ede 
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SOME RARER SHELLS (2) Philipvines and like the others 


A may occur svoradically shroughout 


J 





the Indopacific region in deeper 


waters, 
eeby ANTHONY D*ATTILIO 


NOTH: The shells mentioned in this 
note will be shown at the next 
meeting of the Club, ed, 

* * 





THE FAMILY NASSARIIDAE IN N, Y, 
Nassarius trivittatus Say, This 
is the Nassa of sandy beaches and 
the ocean front, Dead specimens 
(all bored at the body whorl) are 
common all along Rockaway, with 
the largest concentration at Faz 


TIBIA DSLICATULA Smith Rock, It was taken alive in large 
Gulf. of Omar in 200 fathoms numbers at Center Island Beach in 
Townsend Expedition Bayville, Long Island, It belongs 


: to the subgenus Hinia (or Hima) 
Among a genus of which all which is characterized by having 


species are generally rare and ribs and distinct spiral sculpture, 
handsome, this little beauty Nassarius obsoletus Say. This is 


stands out with its owm indivi- the lowly, unhandsome and bewilder 
duality. The specimen of I,del= ingly abundant mud snail, living 
icatula here pictured in full on the oozy mud of Jamaica Bay and 
size was dredged in 200 fathons elsewhere, When taken on rocks 

in the Gulf of Omar by the Town= (as at the Marine Bridge in Rock~ 
send ixpedition, At least that away) they are much less worn, The 
is what the label before me now species belongs to the subgenus 
reads, and withoub further re- Ilyanassa with a ;zgenerally smooth 
search I will be content to leave surface, In addition, whereas the 


this as is, The specimens are overculum of Hinia is jagged at the 
of a medium buff porcelain tone. edges, [iyanaesa has this smooth, 
The fingers on the lip are ex= Nassarius vibex Say. This species, 
tended onto the body whorl as widely spread in the south, turns 


white lines that fade out gradu= un here as a sub fossil at times, 
ally into the second whorl, The Revorts of live colonies come from 
inside of the lin and the colu= Huntington and even Boston, but 
mellar region are vorcelain white,all the specimens we have seen were 
Other members of this genus are dead, The species belongs to the 
Lgcurvirostris, the most robust subgenus Nassarius (in the strict 


and the only one likely to he sense) which, among other things, 
offered by dealers, T.powisii is characterizéd by having a thick 
which occurs in the waters around smooth apertural callus, mkj,. 
Japan and is the only species yee oe 

with strong spiral sculpture, From Thoreau's Journal (7/10/'52) 
T.martini from the Philippines "The stinkpot shell, covered with 
28 well illustrated in the mud end fine green weeds, gives 


shell issue (July 1949) of the him exactly the appearance of a 

National geographic, I,fusifor= stone on the bottom," Hditor's 

Mis also occurs rarely in the guess: Vivivara contectoides 
which answers the description 
when even a little bit dead, 
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SUNDAY, MAY 1 at 2 PM 


ROOM 419 of AMGRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


This is the last meeting of the season, 


In June we 


shall have our annual field tripe 


HENGE KIGHARIEN RK IE EEE SE 
ON THE TROGRAM FOR MAY MtuTING 
Symposium by members on how to 
preserve collections, 
Discussion of our various col-= 
lectionse 
General discussion on outstanding 
malacological works == with 
displays, **DI PORTANT, bring your 
most useful book 4% 

x * % * 

MOLLUSCOCIDES 

by liichael B, Krassner 

Molluscodides are substances 
which are used for killing snails 
and other mollusks, In many rarts 
of the world it has bcome necess= 
ary to kill undesirable mollusks, 
The reasons for this camvaign are 
varied and include prevention of 
disease, wharf destruction, and 
seawside first aid cases, 

There are many problems to con-= 
sider before choosing a collusco- 
cide. These include toxicity to 
man, his crovs and animals, ef 
fectiveness in medium to be treat- 
ed, and the proper identification 
of the mollusks to be destroyed, 
Field excursions should precede 
use, All things being equaly the 
real test of a molluscocide lies 
in the twin vropverties of hamthless- 
ness to human beings and deadlin-~ 
ess to snails, 

Molluscocides are of three 
main types: those of vegetable 
origin, those of inorganicd origin, 
and those of synthetic chemicals, 
The molluscocides of inorganic or= 
igin are best, Among this group 
compounds of copner are most ef~- 
fective, These compounds can be 


ahead ce te Sd! Std MS QAM ASE Oe SBN RY EA ade 
PETE EN HIE SOK IH BE DKER ERD 


disversed by svraying, depositing, 
precipitating and floating. 

The main genera involved in 
such treatment are the voracious 
land snails, the slugs, Teredo 
and related borerés, Mytilus and 
related mussels, and the follow= 
ing fresh water snails: Lymnaea, 
Physorsis, Bulinus, Tropicorbis, 
Australorbis and Oncomelania.s 
(Extract of a talk Galivened 4/3 

* x * 


ED, NOTE: In our area these 
killing substances were used on- 
ly once to our knowledge, This 
was some time last year when our 
Park Dept made an ill-advised 
attempt to rid the rocks at Coney 
Island of the numerous mussels 
(Mytihus edulis L.) which were 
accused of cutting unwary bather's 
feet, This year, as was to be 
expected, the mussels are as 
thick and hanvny a8 eVers 
* * * x 
SOME USES OF SHELLS, (Extract) 
by Master Neil Petersen 

Shelis have been used for var- 
ious things since the time of Pre- 
historic man, fFectens are used 
for food today. They were worn 
as badges by the Crusaders, Aba-= — 
lones are used for food, jewelry 
and ornaments. & Gonoxis is used 
to prey on snail pests, Achatina 
fulica may soon be an important 
food enricher for livestock, 
Freshwater mussels are used for 
puttons, Pearls come from 0Oy~- 
sters, round clams, Cassis shells 
and the pink conch, Cowries are 
used as bodily decoration and m 
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moneye Clams provide “sea wool" 
for clothing and food for us, 
NOTH: This extract serves very 
poorly to reproduce the real 
charm of this little talk by 
Neil, His handling of difficult 
Latin terms and the signs of 
his thoro search for facts wese 
real sources of delight to all 
who were fortunate enough to be 
present, Thanks, Neil} 
* + %* # * 
NOLAS 
Recently Sam Freed brought in 
some fresh water shells he had 
collected in the Rahway River 
at Kenliwotth, New Jersey, This 
should serve to remind us that 
every uncollected ‘likely' loe- 
cality in the New York area is 
a challenge to one and all of 
us, We live in a rapidly expan= 
ding community which usually 
spell disaster to wild life 
among uSe And if we are not to 
be the ones to find out now for 
the future what lived where in 
the years of grace about 1950, 





NOTES on New York City Malacolosy 
Jonn Cy Jay, the famous choncologis% 
used to live at 14 Bond Street in 
New York City, This little fact 
we found in a letter written by 
him and owned by owr former Presi- 
dent Dr, Valter H. Jacobs, As a 
side line to his collection of 
shells, Dr, vacobs has been accumus 
lating manuscript letters of great 
choncologist. He allowed us to see 
one by Tétten, Some day we hope 
he'll favor us with a talk on this 
interesting by-interest, It is 
clear, there is no telling where an 
interest in shells can lead ones 

PS tee And 
And while we are on the tonic of 
subsidiary interests, we should 
like to quote from Hawaiian Shell 
News, with which we enjoy wa very 
fruitful exchanges ".,try searching 
the high water line (in Hawaii) alon: 
sandy stretches of beach, for seeds 
and seed nods, You will be surpri- 
sea at the varied assortment you wil. 
find, Many of tem are from the 
vines, trees and shrubs that grow 


who, as the Prophet queries, thenfllong or close to the shore line, 


Get out and collect} 


#** Pecently we had the good 
fortune to go out collecting in 
the borderland between Berth 
Carolina and Tennessee with our 
good friend Bill Loery. To help 
us look among the falien leaves 
and under moast twigs, we made 
use of a small hand rake, By 
the time our week of vacation 
was up, we found, because of the 
diligént manner in which we 
had wielded our collecting tool, 
that large painful blisters had 
developed on the palms of our 
hands, A puzgling question?’ 
Is there any other occupational 
hazard connected with snail 
hunting? If hand blisters are 
theworst that can afflict us, 
we are relatively well off, 

* * x %* 


In German a Gastropod is a 
BAUCHTURSSLER (or belly~footer) 
and in Russian BRIUKHNOGI (same 
meanings 


However, there are a few varieties 
which grow only in the mountains. 
eethe kukui nut is plentiful, also 
the hau seed, The sheep eye is not 
so plentiful, and at present is a 
much sought after seed, for the reax 
son that several hobby classes are 
teaching the use of seeds in making 
island jewelry, The false wiliwili 
and many others are yours for the 
finding, Most seeds require littlo 
or no polishing and make attarctive 
leis," by HMB. 

x##7e too have in our collection 
some of those large, flat seeds 

that we call sea vlums, The are 
washed up here fw the dreary north 
from the blinding white coralg bea~ 
ches of Cuba and Florida, unexpected 
messengers of the rich tropic zones; 
Once we found a fistful of the south 
ern sargasso weed and the discovery 
of some Spirula shells at Hither 
Hills on Long Island drove us wild 
with joys Heck, we get those trop~- 
ical hurricanes, why not a few 
natural history specimens?) 
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SOMS RARER SHELLS (3) 


WHITE KATH 


ONISCIA DENNINSSNI Reeve 


Oniscia dénninsoni is an ihha- 
pitanh of the off shore waters of 


the Lesser Antilles, It is a 
question whether the meagre re= 
Gords point to its rarity or 
its occurence at great depths, 
The specimen victured came from 
the Calvert collection which 
was formed in the middle of the 
19th century, Calvert bought 


in his time everything that came 


on the market, At the auction 


sale in London of the great Den-= 


nison collection in 1865, smong 
many rare shells sold, Oedenni- 
soni went for 390,00, Although 
my shell came to me without any 
data, I like to believe that it 
is the same specimen, 

Its height is 52 mm which 
makes it rather larger than the 
largest recorded specimen of 


42 mm in JOHNSONIA (vol.l,gart 9) 
The bright red columellar callus 


with its white pimples in addi- 


tion to the sharply ridged teeth 


of the lip makes this striking 
shell unusually outstanding. 
The genus consists of less 

than a dozen species scattered 
in all tropicel oceans with the 
status of several species from 
Japan still to be worked oute 

-~ ANTHONY D'ATTILIO 
NOTE: In accordance with his 
very nice custom, Mr. DIAttilio 
will display this specimen at 
the May meetings 


No, 14 April 1955 rage 3 


THR FAMILY POLYGYRIDAB IN NEW YORK: 
This family, which is wide spread 

throughout the eastern half of our 
country, is represented in our area 
vy five svecies belonging to three 
genera, None of our shells are 
true Polygyras, which are in a 
genus better represented in the 
southem vart of our nation, The 
largest of our polygyrids is Trio~ 
dovsis albolabris Say, which is 

ound more commonly outside the im~ 
mediate limits of our city, though 
Mike Krassner nicked one up in the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, This shell 
differs from the next svecies, Meso~ 
don thyroidus: Say by having its 
umbilicus covered by an extension 
of its white lip (whence its name), 
whereas in the case of thyroidus 
this umbilicus is open, Tetridentat: 
is a very distinctive, flattened 
form that lives in the woods around 
Peekskill and elsewhere, The gen- 
era Triodovsis and Mesodon are sep- 
arated on internal anatomical dif- 
ferencws, though the shells seem to 
belong to one genusSe 
Stenotrema hirsutam Say is a small 
rounded vill of shbhll, closesly 
covered with a hair like perios- 
tracum, It is revorted from Staten 
Island and the mainland of N Y State 
but queerly enough, except for one 
revort from Brooklyn (cf,NOTYS #10) 
is not reported from Long Island, 
Stenotrema fraternum Say is like 
a larger brother of hirsutum, but 
differs in its less globose shape 
and in having a continuous lip 
instead of a split in the lower 
lip as in the case of the latter, 
I have found this also about Feeks~- 
kill and elsewhere in moderately 
thick woods, 
All these shells are dull colored 
in sober brovm end hardly compare 
with the land shells of Europe and 
the tronics, But they are our OWMs 

* x % x x 

NOTE: Excent for a special issue 
on the occasion of the Annual Con- 
vention of the American Malacologi-~ 
cal Union in Wagner College, Staten 
Island (July 26 thru 29), this will 
be our lest number before the next 
season beginning in Septembere 

GOOD LUCK, 
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* %* * * NEXT CLUB MENTING: Sunday, September 25, 1955 
ROOM 419 of AMERICAN 11USBUM-OF NATURAL HISTORY 
NOTE: Strictly speaking, we had not planned 
an issue of the NOTHS before September, but so much 
has happened that we felt another one essential 
before our next season, As the reader proceeds 
through these pages, he will learn what we mean 


iw ase B we 


SEGRE SETHI HITE IE THEFT LE STENCH TER DEEN TER HERE N EEN DEE BERLE LET EB 
AMERICAN MALACOLOGICAL UNION 
Twenty-first Annual Meeting 


DATEs July 26th through July 29th, 1955, Registration, ’9:30 Al’ 
to noon, July 26th, Meeting of Executive Council, 7:30 Hi 
_ July 26th» : : ' 
PLACE: Wagner College, Grymes Hill, Staten Island, New York 


ACCOMMODATIONS: New college dormitory where families, couples ena 
single varties will be comfortably housed, 


Rates: Three dollars (33) ver day, Meals served in college cormoas 
at reasonable rates. Registration fee of $1.50 per person 
will cover all tips and incidentals, Annual dinner #RIDAY 
JULY 20TH, Geel 


RESERVATIONS: should be sent as soon as possible to Mr» Morris 
K, Jacobson (address on masthead), Specify the number of 
persons in your varty and whether you desire sleeping accommsc~ 
dations for July 25. If presenting a paper, supply title, 
time required and the tyve of projecting equirmment desired. 
Titles received after July 10th may not appear on the 
printed »rogram.s 


This vromised to be the best attended meeting in A.M.U, histo; 
the Staten Island site does away with city traffic problems, yet 
New York City (in full view from Wegner College) can be reached 
in 20 minutes by 2 five-cent ferry ride through the most fascina» 
ting scenery in the world, matchless New York Harbor, At leas* 
one lecture session will be held at the Staten Island Museum, and 
the field trips being planned are guaranteed to ple-se ali collec= 
tors, A special dormitory kitchen will be provided for cieaning 
specimens and-or prevaring a cuD of coffee by those not ready for 
the 7:15 to 8:00 breakfast hour Automatic wahsing machine and 
pressing facilities at hand, JAN TO ATTEND, Bring pictures 
taken at vrevious meetings; slides wi&l be pooled and projected 
end a bulleting board vrovided to display snapshots, 


S° CIAL NOTES FOR US: First meeting in N YCofAMU,s Let's 
make it GOO Ds 
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NEW YORK SHuLL CLUB NOTES Wo,» 14, June 1955 pege 2, 


COURSH IN MALACOLOGY 

On the occasion of - recent 
visit to :iladelpvhia, we »verson= 
ally meé Prof, John D, Farker 
of the Academy of Natural Bci- 
ences, In the course of our 
conversation, it developed that 
Dr. Parker would be havnpy to cone 
duct a course of ten consecutive 
weekly lectures on the fundemen= 
tals of malacology and conchology., 
for us in New York City, Includ- 
ing Prof, Parker's fees and ex-= 
penses, we figure that the cost 
of such @ course would come to 
between $170 and $200, This cost 
can be made up pro rata by all 
whe subscribe for the cours¢ , 
end naturally the more who sube- 
scribe, the lower per capita 
cost, We are counting on about 
20 interested yeople who will 
any between (8.50 end G10 each 
for the full course, a little e- 
nough price even by old standar- 
Cs, We already have a number 
who have expressed willingness 
to take rart, The EDITOR begs 
that other interested persons 
contact him as soon as possible, 
so that the course can be arran= 
gec. for the early rart of the 
antum to avoid the bitter winds 
of full winter, People who write 
are also asked to express their 
yreference’as to date, which can 
be Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
Our member, Mre 


all interested »ersons to attend 
with a minimum of travel, Our 
thanks to Bemard., 

Prof, Parker is a splendid 
speaker and a fully qualified 
aientist, His course in Phila=- 
phia on Malacology was 50 suc~ 
cessful, that we are trying to 
pring him here for uss If enough 
respond, we shell be able to 





co so, Become’more than a 
mere collector, learn what it 
ig ali, about’ 


NOoTHS ON OUR MAY MENTIHIUG, 

We were happy at this meeting 
to welcome Mr, Robert C, Doyle, 
member of the Hawaiian Malacoloe 
gical Society, He brought some 
BUuperb specimens of Hawaiian shells 
for display and told us briefiy 
of collecting conditions on the 
Islands, We listened spell bound 
as he told us about hunting for 
shells in skin diving equiurent, 
This activity is varticularly 
scary at night, when vresumably 
most shells are most active. How-= 
ever we all felté that with us 
safe and sound in N.Y. Mr; Doyle 
ought to do it anyways 

Nick Katsaras, whose accounts 
of collecting experiences among 
Florida dealers have become ©. 
delightful tradition in our Clud, 
surorised us all by bringing in 
his collection of molluscan freacs. 
These are not shells that developed 
queerly because of an accident, but 
which were distorted because of 
some fault in their chromosomes 
or something, We were delighted 
with a keeled Fasciolaria hunteri 
and many of the other two splred 
and strongely twisted specimens 
which Nick brought. We are glad 
to learn that he is preparing a 
vaper on his fascinating colle ctin 
for a national magazines 

%* *% * 

JUNE FIELD TRIP. 

A quick change in plans trane~ 
ferred us from Annsville, NeY. 
to the North Channel at Hemilton 
Beach, The day was yerfect, whe 
tide right (minus at 12217) and 
the turnout large (17 members’. 
Although we failed to ge. Eamingea 
solitaria, which was our main 
aim, we’did get many interesting 
svecies, about 18 in ali. the 
most interesting were Odosctomin 
trifida’ that lives there in huge 
numoers, Buvlure eaudata, our 
hendsomess ilurex, Gemma gemma 
(nrobably the subspecies manhatten 
sis) and Bnsis directuse The comm 
mon ; Breach 
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Tetus and Mencenaria meroeunriae 
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SOME RARER SHELLS (4) 
by ANTHONY Dt ATTILIO 


LATIAXIS GYRATUS Hinds 





ACTUAL SIZE 


Latiaxis gyrate s,Whds 
Above is pictured the curious 
shell Latiaxis gsyratus whose type 


locality is the Straits of Macase 
sars Any recent record of this 
shell would be most welcome, 

This ~articular shell comes 
from an old collection, and with 
it came two labels written perhans 
100 years ago. On one side of one 
of the labels is the following: 
‘byrula3; In a lot from China were 
two shells of this kind, =~ one 
is in the cabinet of Miss Pratt," 
The other side reads: “Murex 
gyratus ? Reeve, ~ Troryhon,Hindss 
--Pyrule fusiformis, Chemn,"’The 
other label is a printed one, 
evidently used by a natural his~ 
tory dealer of Germany in the 
early 1800's, Besides the name 
of the shell, there is the fol= 
lowing: "Naturalien Handlung 
li,I,Landauer, Brénnerstrasse 8, 
Frankfurt a M," 

As a Latiaxis it is easily 
separable from all the Japanese 
members of this genus, although 
obviously related in it main 
conchological features. It most 
resembles Latiaxis eugeniae Ber-~ 
nardi, which lacks the elevated 
sculvture that Legyratus possess~ 
es on the veriphery of each whorls 
The mimeograph picture is hardly 
adequate to reveal the intricate 
surface structure of this shells 
The surface is covered with revol~ 
ving ridges which in turn are min 
utely scalede 





15 
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We have three svecies @f the 
slipper or boat shells in our areas 
It is difficult to tell which is 
the commonest, but our rarest (still 
common. engnen} is the form know 
as Cgconvexa Say in the Abbott 
book, and ceglauca convexa in old= 
er lists, ‘This differs from its 


nearest relative Cefomicata Say 
in heving its apex (tip at end) 
sticking straight out and a little 
dowmward, instead of forced to the 
side as it is in fomicata. Im ac» 
dition, convexa is smaller and has 
its "boat deck! with a straight 
margin and more deeply inserted, 
Fornicata seems to be the common~ 


est shell in Coney Island and, next 


to Anomia simplex, on the North 
Shore of Long island, where it 
clings in large numbers to the peb= 
bles left by’ that old glaciers 
(Incidentaly, it is named after 
the Latin word formix, which sig~« } 
nifies arch, a good name for this 
shell.)’Ce plana, the flat or lady 
slipper, is white, more devressed 
and most often found in the aper~ 
ture of snails such as Natica, 
Busycon etc, When in fixed posi~- 
tion, it looks much like an oyster, 
It belongs to the subgenus Janaons 
which is characterized by 2 tiat, 
colorless shelle 

The only true Cxueibulum or 
sup and saucer’ shell we have is 
C.striatum Say, an exceedingly 
rare peach whole However we 
have taken it from the shell of ie 
the large Flacopecten magelianicus ii 
Gmelin, and have found a half dozen 
battered specimens in Rockaway. 
The fmmily Calyptraeidae contains 
the genera Calyptraca, rucibulum | 
and Crepidula, We have no Calyp~ tf 
+r2ea SeS~e in our waters.e 

eSB Taek, Aa al 


OUTLINE OF POLYGYRIDAE IN N.Y. 
Family FOLYGYRIDAE 
Subfamily POLYGYRINAL 
Genus Sterotrema 
Genus Mesedon 
Subgenus Mesodon 8-5r 
Subfamily TRIODOPSINAE 
Genus Triocopsis 
Subgenus Neohelix 
(T,elbolebris) i 
Subgenus Triodonpsis 
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Mrs, Bernard Wichern Hdward F, Cowles Jr. 
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Mathilde Weingartner Morris K, Jacobson 
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THE WHEW YORK SHELL CLUB meets on the last Sunday from September 
thru November, and on the first Sunday of each month from 
January thru May in Room 419(at 2 Pa) of the American Museum 
of Natural History, There is no December meeting and the June 
meeting is our annual field trip, The February meeting is the 
enaind, 1 mecting, Dues are $2 per annum, All interested 
persons are invited to attend our meetings and/or join our 
Orzanizetion.  * .* .°% THE NEW YORK SHELL CLUB NOTES are 
distributed to all regular members, fPersons living far away 
may Decome corresponding members upon the payment of $1 and also 
receive the NOTHS regularly. Address all inquities and contri~ 
buticns for pebhication in the lg al editerial office. 

* * %* 
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NEW YORK SHELL CIUB NoTES 
CONVENTION IMPRESSIUNS (1 

The official accounts of the 
ATU convention will anverr in the 
NAUTILUS and in the BULLETIN, 

Here we merely wish to mention 
2 few highlights which probably 
will not be mentioned in these 
accounts 4 

For many AMU members it was 
the first time they had ever pare 
taken of the:Italian delicacy known 
98 DIZZa, Org more important for 
shell people, scungili, The late 
ter is a sevory dish which has the 
sliced meat of the foot of Busycon 
or Natica as its base, It won 
general acc..im, This viand was 
not served at the dom but at 
the little bar where sundry members 
rewired at nicht to partake of 
refreshments and further ged.s, 

‘Our visit to the anticuities 
of Richmond Town demonstrated that 
our interests were not solpy mala=- 
cological, The Staten Island His- 
torical Society most generously 
opened its museum doors especiah~ 
ly for us and let us see the many 
reminders of colonial and pre= 
Columbian days that are preserved 
there, 

The field trip to Tottenville 
proved to be more interesting than 
we had anticipated, A new record 
was established when we took the 
white form of the oyster drill 
knowmm as Urosalpinx cinereus 
aitkinae Wheat, This is the 
first revort of this snail aside 
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2 . . 

On Thursday, July 28, the 
Staten Island Museum was host to 
the All convention for a series 
of talks, The staff of the mu- 
seum had prepared several exhibits 
for the occasion, one an exhibit 
of pastels by Miss Harriet Lord 
of Manhatten & Nantucket, These 
paintings depicted a number of 
shells as well as other forms of 
sea life, Another exhibit was 
about the early shell industrtes 
of Staten Island, The third ex= 
hibit was a collection of the shells 
of the New York area, end last 
but not least there were in the 
auditorium two cases of rare and 
unusual shells from the collection 
of our own Anthony D'Attilio.’ 

After the morning papers, the 
groun was invited to 2a luncheon 
served by members of the S,I,liuseum. 
This luncheon was served in the 
art gallery and was an extremely 
pleasant affair, At the end of 
the afternoon session, the thanks 
of all were exvressed to the staff 
of the Staten Island Museum for 
their splendid hospitality. 

=«Mathilde Veingartners 


(3) 

Those of us who were attending 
an AMU convention for the first 
time, especially enjoyed getting 
to know the eminent “names" in the 
field as warm hearted human beings. 
Before and after the formal ses= 


from its tyve locality at Hempstead,sions, during meals at Cunard hal 


We also took many Epiton iw aa 
colum Kurtz, a comparatively “ 
ficult shell to find in our arcade 

Pictorially the high point of 
meeting was the showing by Dre 
Loery of his Guam motion pictures. 
The shots of living, moving Conus, 
Harpa and the nudibranch brought 
audible ahts of appreciation from 
those who watcued, The report on 
the two snails (which appears 
elsewhere in this ‘enact served 
to demonstrate to what lengths 
some people wil go to make their 
points 

mkj 


and in the evenings on the pleasant 
terrace outside Guild Hall we met 
some wonderful »eople and made a 
lot of new friendses.With such a 
diversity of interests represented ~ 
from malatologists SeSe, paleon= 
tologists, entomologists and botan= 
ists to amateur collectors like 
ourselves == it was always easy 
to find a gongenial group discus= 
sing an interesting tovic, Several 
members brought shells to swap and 
give away (our ows Mr, Usticke 
distributed many limpets from the 
Virgin Is.), end this will lead 
to much future corresvéndences 

-« Edward F, Cowles Jre 
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(NOTE s Printed by popular request -~ egged on by a good deal of 
lobbying and hired claque work, 


SOMS SNAILS Wi HAV’ KNOWN, observed and noted down 
: interesting comments from 
Oh hello, it's you 
Yep, how you been? 
Not bade Nice crop mycelium we got this year (snail belehed delicately 
I been eatin pretty good. Dui et Bai this 
Try any of the kleenex at the other end of the lot? Good stuff. 
Yeoh, I know, but it gets monotonous after a while. Give me variety 
ever time,s ays I, 
How about that Chinese honeysuckle? 
0, it's OK I guess, But you know how it is with Chinese honeysuckle, 
You eat and you eat and an hour Later you'r hungry again, 
You know you look pretty goods Peristothe filled out nicely and a 
fine warietal wash, f 
Thanks, You look good too, Fine neriostracum there, old bOYe 
Oh, I can't kick, Only one thing == some one sneaked up on me while 
I was sleening and rasved away some of my nuclear whorls, See? 
You don’t say. What the world is coming too, Guy can't even call 
a bit of lime his own} 
Yeah, oretty bad, I been having some radular trouble recently. Hd to 
have a couple of ectocones filled, Look, 
Say, that's a pretty nice jobt Must be those new plastics they're 
using nowadayse Hey, what's the matter with your rhachidian? 
Had it replaced some time ago, don't you remember when they put 
that asbestos pine here and we all took it for lime» 
O sure, I rememberg Some fun, We sure turned up a lot of radular 
‘deviates that years Drove them malacologists batty. 
Say, did you see that new fellow got introduced here recently on 
soil or plants? Some classe 4 
What lines! ‘Gorgeous colors’== he's a 00045, ain't he? Rare come 
bination, you know; Boy, I sure could go for her? him? thate 
He's gonna leave some pretty classy genes in our nopulations, Oy, 
here comes Joes; Hiya, Joces t : 


(She new snail failed to make response, but swept rand past, 
~~ tentacles Logking eow supercitiously). 


Hey, whaS‘s with him? 

0, didn't you hear, Tom Firebale made a new subgenus for him, 

(fae) When’ did Firebale ever make a subgenus, I'm a new genuse 

That's right, a new genuse 

Whet in hell did he do that for? 

O you know Firebale, Seems he noted some differences between us and 
hime 

What do you mean differences? Wasn't we both born here and ain't 
we been sympatric all our lives? And don't I look just like 

‘ him? : : 

Yeah, maybe as far as the shela is concerned, but what about your 
soft narts? 

I beg your pardont$ 

Av, you know what I means 

Maybe, but you ought to watch your languages. Remember, half of me 
is a ladyl 
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Boy, it's downright embarassing 'thé way! théy go classifying our 


innards. 


How would they like it if-we told them, you ain't 


relatives even if you do look alike, your left oculer retractor 
. muscle got a different type insertion or samething.s 
There you go again} Can't you be careful what you say? 


Mans you sure are sensativeg 
No, only decentg 


Say, are You getting to feel a little drowsy? 


Yeah, I wonder whet's un, 


boy? 


Got‘your lil old eniphragm ready? 


Must be a lot of progressive macro« 
ecological tyne dessication taking places, 


Time to retire, olf 


‘ 


Yep, just in case you don't know how to go about it, there's a - 
darn good account of it in Binney, 1885, page 468, You see, 
you put your mantle collar near your peristome and secrete a 
clear viscid fluid what solidifies as it strikes the aire 


Ten you eee 


(interrupted) Hey, who you kiddin? I been doing it all my life, 


OK, OK, I just wanted to help, 

Estivation, pal, estivation} 

Oops, you're right, 
next rainfall, sone 

Don't get yourself collected! 

Same to youe (The 

lation 


MEN OF WAR IN ROCKAWAY- ‘ 

The recent hurrieanés; how= 
ling up from the Yaribbean,” dee 
pavers a colony of W! 
he stinging Fortuguese Man«of= 
war at Rockaway wo snecimens 
were collected by your editor, 
and according to a story in the 
New York Times, a number of 
bathers were severely stung by 
the long tentacles of this jelly 
fish, Mr, Usticke informed me 
that in Florida the presence of 
ihysalia usually means that Jan- 
taina the vilet snail is not far 
behind, But the most diligent 
of beachcombing excursions fail~ 
ed to turn any upe We had to be 
content with only one visitor 
from tropic seas: 

Incidentally, the starms 
churned u» mountainous seas that 
undercut shallow sand bars lying 
off shore, This caused ie 
ous quantities of Spisula (all 
Ba and Folinices (mostly 
small) to be cast uvon the shore 
to verishs 
cies were taken, 





Well, nice hibernation to yous 


I always get them mixed up/ Be seeing you 
Keep well, 


NOTES. aes 
The Proceedings of the State® 

Island Institute of Arts and 
Sciences presents several items 
of interest for conchologists, In 
V- 96, pel66 (1933) there is an 
account of a man who was killed 
by a falling Svisula, A sea gull 
had, as‘is its frequently observed 
custom ,picked up this large clam 
with the purpose of dropning it 
upon the hard beach or vavement 
to cause the shell to break and 
give access to the toothsome mor= 
sels within, Unfortunetely it 
missed its mark and descended unon 
the cranium of the unfortunate 
individual from Bamegat New Jersey 
instead, It would seag then that 
here is a lesson for us: as you 
look below for shells, look above 
for falling clams, Or again: the 
islands of the Bacific have their 
poisnonous cone shells that bid 
collectors bewareg we have plung= 
ing pelecypods to keep our atten» 
tion from being wholly taken up 


Wo tinteresting! spe= by our fascinating pursuit . 
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Preracerh, Wiel aicen” S w ain. 
actual size 


P, violacea Swainson, the 
only svider shell to which the 
title 'rare! might be avvlied, 
is moreover a truly lovely shell, 
It is mostly white on the ex= 
terior surface except for some 
browmm markings, There is some 
of this light orange brown coe 
loring on the white lip and on 
the columellar region and the 
whole of the lip surface is reg= 
ularly ridged, The deep inter- 
ior of the shell is a rich vio- 
let color and the shell as a 
whole is of a more delicate 
structure than any of the other 
members of this well known groupe 

The name Pterocera used 
above is not proper according 
to modem nomenclature, Like 
many another familiar name, it 
is no longer valid, The scorp= 
ion or spider shells are class~ 
ified in either of the following 


groups: Harvago, Millipes or 
Lambis, Our Pterocera ¥ olacea 





is properly Millines violacea 
(Swainson). 

Although I have no exact local © 
ity date for the shell in my coll 
ection pictured above, its habitat 
according to Reeve (Iconica etc) 
is East AEvIORS 

* * 


THE FAMILY MACTRIDAE IN NEW YORK 
by Morris Ky Jacobson 
There are two species of this 
widely distributed femily in our 
area, The large skimmer or sea 
clem or what have you is Spisula 


solidissima Dillwyn, the largest 


clam on the easter sea board, some 
specimens reaching 9 inches in 
length, The genus Spisula is dis~ 
tinguished from Mactra by having 
the chondrophore (the little spoon 
shaped object that holds the brown 
rubbery resilium) undivided, where 
as in Mactra this is cut in two by 
a low lamella, Sgsolidissima is 
the common clam on our outer beach 
es like Rockaway, Long Beach and 
Jones bench; it is rare in bays, 
The subspecies similis Say is dif+ 
ficult to sevarate from young 
solidissima, but Abbott in his 
AMSRICAN SwA SHELLS gives a few 
good distinguishing marks, We 
are not satisfied that we have ever 
found ite 

Mulinia lateralis Say is 
small, thin shelle¢c and much more 
inflated than solidissima of the 
srme size, It is rendiiy identi- 
fied by the distinct radial ridge 
near the posterior portion of the 
shell, It inhabits bays and bay~ 
like areas and is quite mmmon at 
Tottenville on Staten Island and 
in most of the muddy bgys on the 
north shore of Long Island, Ac~ 
cording to Thiele, the genus Mui-~ 
inia consists of the Mactridae 
that heave the ligament and the re= 
silium enclosed in one common 
groove. Neither is visible from 
the outside when the shell is 
closed, Abbott (pe445) shows this 
well in his keye 

In recent weeks the press 
reports thet so many millions of 
Spisula have been throw up by 
the water as to cause a hazards 
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
At the last meeting of the Club 
we were happy to welcome the 
following new members: 
Dr, Henry Bunje, c/o Bellevue 
Hospital, N.Y.16 
Dr, RelsAlasker, 140 Cabrini 
Bivd., New York 33 
Mr. Stephen Kurzweil, 285 Rem= 
sen Street, Brooklyn 12 
Mrs, Ruth Rodriguez, 229 
Seaman Avee, NeY¥.34 
We welcome these new members 
most cordially to our midst and 
are sure that they will get as 
much pleasure and benefit from 
our company as we shall from 
theirs, 
In addition Mr. Richard I. 
Jolmson has become another 
corresponding member, Of course 
he is welcome to drop in on us 
anytime he is in our vicinitye 
* * % 


NOMENCLATURAL NOTE 
Many of us noted with regret 
that we have had to change sev=- 
eral familiar generic names, 
or the newcomers noted with sure 
prixe that in several cases two 
generic names for a single spe~ 
cies existed, We can report 
that this resulted from a de-= 
cision of many years ago to 
permit the names of Bolten to 
replace those of Lamarcks We 


do not intend here to go into the 
entire case, which can be found 
thoroly discussed in many publica~ 
tions, but we will list here a few 
of these names, the first of which 
(the Bolten name) is now consider= 
ed the proper one, the second be~ 
ing the rejected Lamarckian name, 
Sinum-Sigarates; Galeodes-Melon~ 
gena; Thais-(several) Purpura,; D 
DrupaRicinella; Vasum=Turbinella; 
Angaria-Delphinula; Architectonica 
“Solarium; Pythia-Scarabus; Epit- 
onium=Scalaria, If someone knows 
of others, we will be happy to en» 
large the list, 
* * * 

NAIADS IN FISH TANKS 
Fresh water mussels are frequent~ 
ly on sale in fish’ breeding stores 
because, in a tank, the/strain out 
the microscopic impurities and 
help to keep the water fresh. We 
have found Elliptio complanatus, 
our most common naiade, on sale 
for this purpose, In the Proc. 
Staten Is,Inst,-Arts & Sci, (6:166, 
1933), it is reported that one 
such nainde (a delinquent?) had 
to be removed from a tank because 
he persisted in uprooting the 
aquarium plants, Poor thing, ke 
was probably just burrowing in, 
as he would in nature, and it was 
not his fault that the bottom 
was too shallow. 
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THE PHILADELPHIA SHELL CLUB ized nouns, The point is of course 
A recent mailed notice called that the trivial name of a specifics 
to our attention the founding of name must agree in gender with the 
this new group in our neighboring generic name: so don't let me 
city, It began with a charter mem»hear any more Nassorius trivittats 
bership of no less than 50 members, from youl However, there is much — 
a record, we believe, for any such confusion about the gender of many 
groupe The officers pro tem are: Latin nouns, and we can oll picture 
Retucker Abbott, Pres,g Charies the zoologist anxious to get on with 
B,WurtzZ, Veep} John DsParker,His= his work, dancing attendance upon 
toriang Virginia’ Orr, Seoty-Treas, some bewhiskered Latinists while, 
and Anne Harbison, Counsithor at in lengthy pedantic tomes, these 
large, At the first meeting in gentlemen pondorously discourse 
October Dr,zAbbott spoke on "Hise unon Ciceronian as against Hellen= 
tory of Shell Clubs in the United istic genders, We were very much 
States," At the next meeting{Oct+ impressed by Dr. Rudodph Richter's 
ober 20 at 8 PM, first floor of: sensible suggestion shat the word 
the Acad Nat,Scie, 19 & Parkway, species(femegender) be understood 
Phila, = guests welcome) the spea= between ench generic and trivial 


ker will be George F,Kline who name, so that we will read Nassar= 
will give an illustrated talkon ius sp,trivittata ond thus mike 
THE FIRST CRUISH OF THE GLORIA each trivinl name which needs it 
MARIS,"an account of an expedi-~ have a feminine inflection, (Now 
tion for marine mollusks in the you can say itt) We are morbidly 
Palau Islands." In February a in favor of simplification of our 
Mr.M K Jacobson will talk (si complex life, ‘Why didn't the 


dios quiere) on a Xmas collecting Congess take this up? Worse, in 
trip to Camagticy and Las Villas, the discussion of Article 15, it 
Philly isn't so far away that at was decided to leave certain weighty 
least a few of us can't get there, questions to a "committee of Taxon- 
The bus lines make it in 2 hours omists and Classisists" for deter= 
along the Jersey Tumpike, Why mination,g Why don't they go back 
utter pious hopes that some day to their Euripides and Ciceros and 


bot hthe NYSC and the PSC will leave us alone} 

get together? Let's do it right FURTHER DISTURBING CONSIDERATIONS, 

now, At any rate, the best of We all remember Dre Clench's vow 

luck to the new group, Call on to give the name ee uu. 

us for anythings dupa to the first valid subspecies 
*i * % % of this little Neritina, But he 

is soberly told by the Congress 
ZOOIOGY OR THE CLASSICS???? to “avoid ee. (the) bizarre, comic 
It may not be general knowledge or otherwise objectionable" in 


that the editor makes his living formulating new names, Too bad, 
working in the field of linguist- it could have been fun, Better 


ics, Picture his chagrin then use euphonious nanes like Badiofaux 
when he leamed that at the recent or Strongylocentratus, The Congress 
intemationeal congress of the also preferred that if you gotta, 


Internetional Commission on Zool, vse the Romon name of a city or 
Nomenclature held at Copenhagen geographical unit, not the modern; 
in 1953, thet his bread and but- thus avoid names like viennensis 


ter, the classisist, moved right oF bordenusincus , find out waa% 
in on his avocatione In - recent the nighty Caesar said, (And yet 
discussion of the nmended rules he probably never heard of Nove 
decided upon by the Congress, thereEborica == lil ol New York to yous 
appear no less than 8 paragraphs, Like nany others we feel a nane is 
7? subheadings and 5 subsubheadings 4 name is a name and the less 
dealing with -- the gender of obstacles put in its way the better, 


Greek and Latin nouns, or Latin= 
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Murex acanthopt.: Lamarck 
In its actual size above is pict= 
ured a fine example of this spe- 
cies, as delicate a shell as any 
one can find, It is a warm white 
in color with light rust color 
markings, The white color tending 
towards flesh or buff seems to be 
characteristic of most of this 
type of murices, In this species 
the wavy foliations are of an exe 
ceptionally delicate nature, 
The geographical range of this sv. 
remains doubtful, although the 
dpecimen illustrated comes from 
Broome, NeW,Australia, Consider 
ing the fact that it was described 
by Lamarck about 150 years ago, 
it is still far from being a well 
known shell, : 
According to Thiele's arrangement, 
it is generically the type of Ali- 
purpura (Bayle)P.Fischer 1884 which 
is in the subgen,Fterynotus Swns. 
The main distinction between Ali- 
purpura and the murices with thin 
varices »laced under the other sece= 
tions of Pterynotus as that the 
Spiral lines form "canliculated 
extensions” and the "varices are 
leaf like," Close to this species 
geographically is Murex triformis 
Reeve, a much simpler and less 
delicately formed shell colored 
light brown all overe 
We find the names M,acanthopterus 


and Meacenthropterus used, ic 
is correct? 
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THE MURICIDAE OF NEW YORK 
by Morris K, Jacobson 


“The beautiful family of the Murices 


is represented: in our area by 
only two small, not very handsome 
species, Uroslapinx cinereeus 
Say (top figures) and Buplura 
caudata Say (lower figures), Both 
figures are rather larger than 
specimens found around here, Be= 
ing specimens from the oyster 

beds of Virginia and probably be~ 
longing to the subspecies folly-~ 
ensis B.B.Baker and etterar BBB. 
resvectively, On the basis of 

a oure white color, Wheat matte 

the subspecies aitkinoe which we 
have recently taken at Tottenville, 
Staten Island, Together with this 
white form, we find ene with a 
brilliart orange color and feel 
that it too might have a varietal 
or form name, since, though inter- 
grades do exist, the difference 

at the end of the range is so s 
striking, Not only are our murices 
among the least showy of this 
svectacular family, they also 

have a bad name among the oyster 
men fer their drilling tendencies 
in young oysters when theYwish to 
dines 
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ON THE NASSARIUS VIBEX (Say) IN NEW YORK 
by Morris K,. Jacobson 


: “ number 13 of these NOTES (March 1955) we mentioned the 

fac hat Nassarius vVibex Say, though found occasionally as a sub=- 
fossil here, does not now occur alive. Nature apperently paid no 
attention to us, for on August 30 Jacobson and D'Attilio were de- 
lighted to come across a fine small but live colony of these snails 
at the northwestern end of Shinnecock Bay in about 3 to 4 feet of 
water, They (the snails!) were living in a very restricted area, 
perhaps six feet by eight feet and if luck hadn't made us dip our 
hand dredges (a fancy name for a kitchen strainer tied to a stick) 
into this very spot, we would never have suspected their existence. 
Although they were in water about 20 feet from shore, hot a sign 

of them did we see at the water's edge, 


This shell was named N, fretensis by Perkins, who expressly 
noted the marks that were to distinguish it from vibex, Neverthe~ 
less, it is now generally considered to be a complete synonyms 
However, in going more deeply into the problem (whereby we were 
helped by specimens presented and/or loaned by M,Krassner, W.Loery, 
JsMcLellan, the Am,Museum of Nat,Hist, and the advice of Dreds 
Morrison of the USNM) we found that what-is kmow as N,vibex 
is a melange of forms differing in color, sculpture, aha pe of spire 
obesity of body whorl and other respects, From what we were able 
to see from the not very large lot os’specimens examined, apparently 
these varied forms do not intermingle, but are found pretty well 
isolated geographically, If this does indeed prove to be the case, 
then some investigator might find it proper to separate these forms 
subspecifically, or at least varietally, Should this be done the 
nane Nevibex fretensis Perkins would have to be given to the lower 
spired, more ovate, darker form with the thin apertural callus, 
type locality New Haveny 


We have before us a set of vibex from Biscayne Key, Fliae(col. 
Loery) which generally resembles the Shinnecock Bay specimens, 
On the other hand, 2 small set from Lantana is quite different, 
Hence we can see that fretensis might well include varieties much 
farther south, Dr,Mlorrison writes that in his opinion both 
fretansis Perkins 1869 and sturtmi Philippi 1849 are fibex, and 
apparen feels that the form which Perkins called fretensis 
is identical with the form Philippi nhmed sturmi fron New Orleans. 
If this does indeed prove to be true, then fretensis is irretriev= 
ably lost. At any rate, a solution of the problem will involve 
much field work with extensive Gollecting and plotting of all 
forms, and museum work in the way of type examination, and a tho-= 
rough exemination of all pertinent literatureg In gratitude to 
Dr, My’ for his kindness, we are sending him some of the Shinnecock 
shells, the best localized New York vibex(?) in the USNM collection, 


In the meantime, if our members ever come across live specimens 
of this neat little species anywhere in our area, we would appre= 
diate having it borught to our notice, Warning: vibex in New 
York apparently lives only below the low tide mark, One must wade 
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SOUND 






Beached upon the shadeless ground 
I am the convoluted conch 
‘Wherein there roars a frenzied sea 
And high waves batter endlesslye 
But you vho gaze and only see 
The bone white placid shell of me 
Have never thought to lift me up 


And listen how my oceans pounds 
-- Maxine Cassin. 


from NEW YORK TIMsS 
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NEXT CLUB MGITINGs Sunday 


November 20 
ROOM 419 of AMERICAN MuUsEt . 


1955 ee 
{ OF NATURAL HISTORY, 2 PM 


Subsequent meetings: December 18, January 8, February 5, 


Mareh 4, April 8, May 6, 


The N.Y.S.C.Notes are distributed by mail (usually) to all regular 


membe rse 


The dues for regular membership are 


&2 per year, kersons 


who'do not live near enough to attend our regular meetings, may 


become corresponding members upon 
These corresponding members will 


Address all inquiries and contri 


JOTHS to the editorial offices a 


Beagh 94, New York, 


the payment of $1 per years: 
also receive the NOTHS regularly. 
butions for publication in the 

+ 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway 


gabe et 
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&, WIMB.RSHIP NOTES 
Atsthe September meeting of the 
Chub, about 45 members being 
present, it was moved and unan= 


23 


ious ly carried that the honor 
of: Life membership be conferred 
ufey Dre and Mrs, Julius Wisoff. 
This was partially in recogni- 
tion of the extreme generosity 
whigh they have shown the Club 
by: providing us with a fine 
mimeo machine and printing sup~ 
phiés enough to keep us going 
foryears to come; and partial- 
ly*for the enthusiasm and faith- 
fulness with which they attend 
our functions and never fail to 
addsomething of interest to 
eagh meetings Fortunate indeed 
is any group of people that can 
count upon the support of such 
unfailing friendshipe The Edi- 
tor, in the name of the Club, 
says ree *Oue 


Stevhen Kurzweils address is 


285: Remsen Avenuc, Brooklyn, and 
the: correct name of our new 
member is Dr, R-LeAlsakers See 


below for 2a fine article on a> 
rare shell by this new and 
enthusaiastic membere 


The elegant cover provided:for 
this issue of the NOTHS is the 
work of our president, who. 1s 
also responsible for all the fig 
ures that have graced these: ages 
during the last few months,. Tony 
is phanning more and hand orier 
work of the same nature, 9° 

* * * * re aes, 
Your Recording Becretary spend a 
most interesting evening at the 
October 20 meeting of the Rew 
Philadelphia Shell Club, to. which 
he conveyed our greetings and best 
wishes, Although it was only their 
second meeting, they have already 
about sixty memberse : 
Mr, George Kline's color slides 
of the Ostheimer expedition in 
the Palaus were fascinating, es- 
pecially the close-ups of live 
Cypraeas and a probable new  sub- 
species of Murex ternispinds 
This latter was notable in that 
it does not drag its shell. but 
holds it aloft as it crawls: along. 

-- EDWARD F,. COWLES - 
NOMENCLATURAL NOTE: (from Bullet~ 
in of Zoological Nomenclature 
pel67 etc.) “In the discussion 
of zoological nomenclature, in~ 
tmeperate lagguage is to be avoi~ 
ded," ED.Notes "Only?" 
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SOM RARHR SH#LLS (7) 
by ANTHONY Dt aTTILTo 


ANCILLA ViRNiDEI Sowerby 





This shell was described about 1 
1860 from a single svecimen, the 
only one known at the tine, I 
have not much information to add * 
to this, The species undoubted= 
ly is still »robably rare in co- 
llections, The specimen is il= 
lustrated in full size and is 
probably the largest member of 
this genus, 

There are tivo very handsome large 
Snecies inhabiting the Caribbean 
Sea, Ancilla tankervillei Swnse 
and Asglabrata Ls in Reeve's 
Iconica is illustrated another 
fine species; Aeglienardi Bernardi. 
from Brazil, The Ancilla form 
part of the subfamily Olivinae 
and are distributed everywhere 

in the tropics, Modern system- 
atists have split up the group 


AURINIA KINNWRI (Clench) 


(see page 4) 





defiant ice in ais 
& great deal, Thiele lists and 
describes six subgenera with a 


number of sections, The specimens 


mentioned seem to belong to the 
Subgenus Hburna Lamarck, vith 


Aeglabarata as type snecinen, 
ee Sa Oe 


¥ 
THH GUNUS ZONITOIDES IN NW YORK 
by Morris K, Jacobson 


These small land shells are here 


“renresented by two svecies, the 


very widely spread Zearboreus Say 
and Zenitidus Muller, which Is con-~ 
fined to very wet situations, The 
species are easy to separate when 
seen together, especially if they 
have been collected’in situ, Niti- 
dus in life is dark, higher, more 
rounded basally and generally lar= 
eere Arboreus has the distinction 
of being the first land shell de- 
scribed from America, Arboreus 

is found everywhere under bits of 
wood, tree bark, cardboard etc., 
whereas nitidus vrefers the very 
wet immediate margins of ponds and 
streams, They are about + in, in 
diameter and of a dull color, 
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KIMNER'S FAMOUS VOLUTE 
: by Dr, Rasmus Alsaker 


Wh : ah 

This shell (see page 3 above) is deservedly well known be~ 
cause only one specimen of Scaphella kieneri was known for over 
120 yearss “n JOHNSONIA, Decemeber 21, 1946, William J. Chench © 
reco rds that the only specimen was then in the Museum at Geneva, 
Switzerland, An interesting translation of Kiener's description 


forms a part of the article by Dr, Cle T hell w 
tHior to 182g y 2 ench, This shell was found 


ae 


pages the April 1s, 1953 JOHNSONI£Z, under the nane of Auriniop- 
sis _kicneri Clench, it is recorded that in all probability the 
shells being found in the Gulf of Mexico are the supposedly lost 
variety represented for so long by a single shell described by 
Kienerg The pictures bear out this conclusion, 


This shell is now found, in small numbers, in various parts 
of the Gulf of Mexico; the animal seens to prefer deep watere 
Fine svecimens are rather costly, but as petter dredging avupears, 
this may be changed, Scaphella unonin was quite high priced 
a few decates agog 


My specimen of Voluta kieneri differs sonewhat from Kiener's 
descrivtions It is over 5s" in length, beginning with a nipple; 
it hes six whorls, the spire being axinlly ribbed, the ribs large= 
ly disappearing on tie body whorl; the last whorl is elongated 
ovate, tapering to 4 gracefully curving base; the siphonal canal 
is broad externally, covered with 4 band of deep browm which 
makes the shell avpear shorter than it actually is; the pase 
has no notch; the shell is thin and tips the scale at a shade 
over an ounces the color is tawny, what women are inclined to 
enll rose=geige, sometimes suggesting peach or apricot; it has 
wnmth and is a plensant shell to hnve in the eabinet. The last 
whorl has five rows of yell defined dark brow spots, almost 
square or rectanguler in shape, running spirally; the spots did 
not fubly fom on the: shoulder, but the spire has small spots. 
The aperture is brond, well curved and narrows toward each end; 
the inner surface is rose=beige, having no suggestion of "“viola- 
ceousewhite" as did Kiener'ts specimens fine spiral threads cover 
the whole surface; this slender, fusiform shell has no plicae 
on the cchumellag 


My specimen was obtained from a New York shell shop, where 
but not in such fine condition as 
the one I purchased, was imported from Plorida and the 
information was that 4% wos eaptured off the mouth of the Father 
of Waterss ‘ go it was innocently recorded in my 


shell index. Soap “in (urinio) kieneri then met ny eyes. and 
the Auriniopsi tench What is this brby's nene? 


ED,NOTEs: Well may you ask, Doce For in Nautilus for July 1953, 
Pe 9, Filsbry & Olson write in their synonyny "not Auriniopsis 
kieneri Clench, 1953." Apparently there is more than one speciss 
involved, and we are no longer sure exactly what the name is of 
the shell that Dr, Alsaker describes so brilliantlyo nkj 
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FaSIL MOLLUSKS OF NEW EGYPT, 
"3 NEW JERSEY 
‘by Michael Krassner 


Wa Egypt and the immedinte vic- 

ifty is pert of what geologists 

cag the Navesink Formations It 
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EXCHANGE : 

At ench meeting of the club, the 
Editor of these NOTES mikes it his 
business to bring to the club the 
copies of periodicnls we receive in 
exchange from other malnacological 
clubs, So fnr we have been receiv= 
ing the MINUTES of the’ Conch,Club 
of Southern California, perhaps the 


se py nibel Island of the fossils$est know and oldest of private 


ne #u58il8 are 411 in rather ex= 
oe1li§at state of preservation and 
es joe most part are composed 


Club periodicals, ond the very in- 
teresting ond extensive HAWAIIAN 
SHELL NEWS of the Hawaiian Malnco= 


¢ tR¢ same material of which theylogicnl Society, Each issue of 


Were’ formed in life, calcium car- 
ygnates The fossiis are to be 
“end in ony of the numerous 
%reans in the aren, end compose 
e stream bottom covering inm 
ost cases, These streams cut 






fdeeply into the earth because 
Jit is composed of a large vere 


centage of clay and therefore 
has the properties of both be= 
ing easily worn away and still 
holding its banks intact, 

The fossils which compose the 
stream beds are sususily: Bel~= 
ennitells americana (Morton), 
Grypiaca convexa (Say); Exosyra 


gustata Say, B. ponderosa Roeriere 
The wails of the streams are al- 
s0 richly fossiliferous, ond such 
interesting species as? Baculites 
ovatus Say, Ostren nasuta ilorton,; 
Trigonia thoracica Morton, Tur 
ritella vertebreides Morton 

cnn be fouldn along with Brachio- 
pods and sharks teeths The wallw 
are composed of marl and .re 
seni-solid, It is therefore 
necessary to take along 2 pick 

or geologists hammer to collect 
there, The fossils in the walls 
are found ebout three fect high= 
er than the streom bed and re= 
present an iron sulfide fossil 
replacenent, The Navesink 
fomntion represents the neritic 
zone of 2 cretaceous sea which’ 
covered this area some 120,000, 
000 years ago, The species found 
here enn be identified in the N 
WeJeGeological Survey Bulletin 

on Paleontology, Vole4, Cretace- 
ous Fauna, 1907.6 


these papers is full of interesting 
and vrluable material that we are 
nost anxious to reporduce’for our 
nembers, but in all cases, space for- 
bids, We are also sending our NOTES 
to many institutions such as The 
Museun of Zomparative Zoology, 

The Acadeny of Natural Sciences of 
Philndelphin, The National Museun, 
Kyoto University, The LaSolle’Museun 
of Natural History of Caracas, Vene= 
guela, Senor Jaume'ts Museum and 
Library of Zoology in Havana, The 
Natural History Society of El Robles. 
Cienfuegos, Cuba and several private 
Students throughout the world, 


BOOK REVILW 
Recently, in our wanderings among 
the second hand book dealers of 
Fourth Avenue, we came across a 
nost interesting item which we pickec 
up for a very small sum, THES), 18 
THS BIOLOGY AND HCONOMIC VALUE OF 
THE SEA MUSSEL Mytilus edulis by 
Irving A, Field, published int 
the Bulletin‘of the Bureau of Fish- 
eries Vol,38, 1924, It is a most 
thrrough account of our connon 
mussel, most interestingly written. 
Here nre trented the systematic and 
econonic relations of mollusks, the 
nanatony and physiology of the sea 
nussel, the embryology, the food, 
its enenies and parasites, uses and 
commercial value,’ the cultivation 
of the sea mussel, and efforts to 
develop the nussel industry in the 
U.Sete This well illustrated paper 
can serve as 2 guide to complete 
study or for idle browsing to pick 
up interesting facts, nkj 
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* * * * NEXT CLUB MEETING: Sunday, December 18, 1955 

Room 419 of AMSRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 

at 2 PM, Subsequent meetingss January 8, February 

5, March 4, Avril 8, May 66 

The N.Y.SeCeNOTHS are distributed free to all regular members , 
The dues for reguhar membership are $2 per year. Persons may 
also become corresponding members upon the payment of $1 per year 
fhese corresponding members will also recétwe WOTES regularly 
by mail, Address all inquiries and contributions for publication 
in the NOTES to the editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway 94, 


New York. 
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»7 IMPORTANT PROGRAM NOTICESS 
Qur December program promises 
to be a very interesting and 
entertaining one, Mre John De 
Parker of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Thiknadelphia and 
Historian of the newly formed 
Philadelphia Sheli Club, will 
ke our guest and chief speakers 
He will favor us with a picture 
talk on THE OSTHHIMER GRAND 
‘AYMAN EXPEDITION, which was_ 
fainly concerned with the col- 
ection of mollusks, Since 
this will undoubtedly be one of 
the high points of our present 
season, we earmesily urge all - 
members to attend, There is 
‘also, as always, room for ine 
terested guests of memberse 
COME OUT FOR A THRILLING SHELL 


TOES $ 
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% 
COLLECTING SHELLS IN THE GASFE 
PENINSULA 

by Mathilde Weingartner 
The Gaspe Peninsula is an area 
of high mountains which plunge 
down into the St.eLawrence Riv- 
er and the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
rather percipitously. This ma 
«kes for 2 rocky shoreline, 

iving us such species as 

edulis, which here grows on 
rocks, I found a few specimens 


of Macoma balthica, Thais la il- 
lus and one Mya truncata repre= 


senting the clam family, which usu 
ly prefer a more sandy beach: than we 
find along the St,Lawvrence,.* The 
rivers that flow into the St,Law= 
rence aw rapidly flowing streams 
which bring down many waterworn pel» 
bles from the mountains, The water 
is too cold for bathing or wading 
in order to collect by dredging or 
straining, Our one good collecting 
spot was at St. Vallier,. Here the z: 
is a road (private) leading onto 5 
promontory overlooking the rivere 
Climbing dowvm the sides we found 

a fairly sandy beach in a little 
bays. The waters of the river 

here are still fresh, judging from 
the vegetation as well as. the sheliis 
we found here. There were four 
species of fresh water muss¢ls: 
Elliptio complanatus, Lampsilis 
Cariosa, Le radiata and Obovaria 
Olivaria, Thee were many hymnaea 
and PHYS20 Of special interes 

were many hundreds of dead shells 
of Vivipara waltoni Tryon, ® spe~ 
cies whieh oceurs in the rivers of 
the deep south, ond then(skipping 
all the area in between) shows up 
again in the St,Lawrencée Though 

I looked hard, I did not find a 
single live specimens Maybe the s2 
salt water, which occurs 40: miles 
further north, has kihled these 
shells and the wind 2nd waves 
washed the shells up on the beach 
heres The only land shell I fou 1d 
on the whole peninsula was Cepea 
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beak Ome COG aes NOTHS Noo 19 Decerver 1955 ge ~ 
inue ; 

, : gous former President Doc Jacobs 
ee In this area occurs will find » good account of his fat 
Onin : ye aed age form Monacha orites here, The illustrstions ars 
gentiona (iont. ) which however all excellent and the accounts in- 
t m7 no eae There was a clude life histories, distributi:' 
grea drought in the area which and economics (recipes) of ech 
is probably the reason for the species, Negntively egonomic spe 


ey yal . es o 
Pecneked oe coaue pe dies like Urosalpinx and Teredo ..¢ 


4 Selsey plso discussed, <A fine work to owas 
EXCHANGH DEPARTMENT and to read and remread, mkjc 





We have recently received the * * * 

very nicely printed and interes- THE SUBGENERA OF LIGUUS 

ting NEVSLETTER of the Malacol= by Morris K, Jacobson 
ogical Club of Victoria (Austr= One of the favorite groups among 
alia) (volS, 70,10). Ye rend our members are the lovely tree 


it wi th a good deal of interest snnils of Cubn and the Floridian 
(it will be available at the DeceEvergindes,. So miny of our fel- 
neeting), especinlly the fine lows collect them, that it has oc 
accounts of the nany field trips.,curred to us that they might 1&8ke 
However we could not help but to sve n brief outline of the mos? 
be struck by the many field trips modern division of this groupe 
nt which the attendence was only I ve found this in Dr. Clench's 
2menbers! Thus the one at and Fnirchild's paper in the Proc, 
Sorrento, ond at San Remo, This of the N,Enge ZooleClub (volel7, 

in soite of the fact that a list pp.77486, 1939) as well as in Pils~ 
of collected species (appearing bry'ts great Land Mollusca of North 
in the same issue) contained amonfmerica, The arrangement is as 


other things: 16 species of follows: 

chiton, 37 gastropods (including Genus LIGUUS Montfort 

nany Haliotis, Clanculus, Fasci~ 1,Subgenus LIGUUS Se5S¢ 

olaria, Siphonaria and other type Levirgineus Le This is 


exotic genera), and 4 pelecyp6dse the only species in this subgsrus 
Boy what we New Yorkers could do It is found only on the Island of 
to a feast like that§ Think Hispaniola, where it seems to be 
back to our most successful trig rather common, to judge from the 
the last one at Hamilton Bench, huge numbers that are imported for 
I think we took 16 species in the novelty trades 
allt Any body for Dorm Under? 2,Subgenus LIGUELLUS Clench 
* * * * * type L, vittata Swainson 
BOOK REVIEW (now called L. poeyana Pfeiffer. 
In our library we have 2 copy This too is'a subgenus with only 
of ECONOMIC MOLLUSCA OF ACADIA one species, found only in Oriente 
by W. F. Ganong (Reprinted from Province in Cuba, It is the only 
Bulletin VIII of the Net.Hist. Lig that is sinistral.s 
Soc, of New Brunswick, Canada, 3, Subgenus OXYSTROMBUS Mirch 


1889,) This too was a lucky find tyne Lefasciatus Miller 
anong the book stores of Fourth This is the subgenus that contains 
Avenue, The book deals in 4 all our Floridian ligs and most of 


very entertaining and enlighten= the Cuban, As of no! it contains 
ing manner of 211 the mollusks three species, viz» fasciatus, 
that figure or have figured in flannellus Clench and biainianus 
our food markets, Some may be Poey , with innumerable Subspecies 
surprised to find such species’ and varictal forms. The best 

as Fusus (or Caius) islnndicus, catalogue of these names is to be 
Lunatia heres, Fusus (or Neptun found in Clench, Occ,.Pap, on Moll, 


neagdecemcostatus 18 well as VOlel noel0, 1946, However nany 
the better known Mercenaric ew forms have been nared since, 
mye : The Cuban forms are badly in need 


Pectens and Myas included in 
i atec tilophog~- of such 4 Revision as Pilsbry 
this categorye Our mytilophoé- aia’ for the Floridians 
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SOME RARER SHETLS (8) 
by Anthony DtAttilio 


MITRA NORRISII Reeve 

The Mitra norrisii in ny collecti-~ 
on cpme to me as one among mony 
other fine shells when the Calvert 
collection was sold, It is not an 
especially vretty shell and I ne# 
ver paid much attention to it ex= 
cept to think occasionally about 
the label that came with the shell, 
It was phainly a clipping from a 





sole eatalogue and reads as fol- 
lows: "777% litra Norrissi, Reefe 
fig,6, I have much vleasure:’ in 
dedicating this fine species, en= 
tirely distinct from any hitherto 
described, to Thomas Norris, Esqe" 
Wita rereading of this lnbel at 
odd times through the years, it 
finally daymed upon me that this 
night be the actual shell tmt 
Reeve had figured in his descript- 
lon, The purchaser of the shell 
at an auction had probably simply 
Clipped the lnbel from the auction 


catalogue which had advertised his 
prize and hed preserved it with 
the shell, 


Finally, several weeks ago, I 

wrote to Mir, G.Ls Wilkins who is 

in a position to look up any per= 
tinent data at the British Museum. 
His answer appears to be 4 confire- 
nation of my hunch and I quote from 
his letter, 





"TJ think your shell must be Reeve'< 
"type as the Norris Collection was 
"sold by auction at Steven's Roous 
"on 5=6 June and 29-30 July<e your 
“synecimen being sold in the secon’ 
"nart of the sale, noted to:.te in 
"the collection by Reeve in.the :. 1m 
“wording as your clipping and pri» 
"bably extracted from the sale cas 
Nalogue. Tomlin (FProc,.Nal.Soce 
"27, De254) notes that the type of 
"titra norrisii was in the Norris 
Collection when sold," ; 
A portion of Reevets description 

in the Iconica follows: “entire 
"surface very finely reticulated 
"or latticed with close-set, 
"transverse and longitudinal raise. 
“striaez color ivory white; ep- 
"idemis very black," In a°fur-= 
ther discussion following the des= 
cription, he adds that the finely 
reticulated sculpture of this un- 
ique shell is so fine that the in= 
terstices of the net work résemble 
minute punctures, The black epi 
dermis to which he refers, @r more 
correctly periostracum, is riostly 
worn off showing the ivory white 
color beneath, 

I have felt regretful through the 
y8ars when I realize that besides 
this shell, the Calvert Collectior: 
must have contained much other 
fine material including other type: 
Unfortunately in spite of the own 
erts desire to sell the collection 
intact, financial considerations 
forced him to dispose of the shells 
niecemenl, The results as far as 
scientifically vorthwhile shells 
vere concerned, were disastrous. 
Because of my nersonal contacts 
@ith this collection from the tine 
it was brought to this country to 
its final dispersal, Ivas in a 
nosition to see what was happening 
But unfortunately, I could do no-~ 
thing about it, 
For 2. more detailed story of the 
Calvert Collection seN,Y,Shell 
Club Notes No»2, Jan,l950< 

* x x * 

NOTe: This interesting and valu- 
able shell will be displayed at 
the next meeting of the Club, . 
Tony will also answer any questia: 
you might care to ask, mEjo 
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% * * % WEXT CLUB MEETING: Sunday, February 5, 1956 

Room 419 of AMBRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 6." 

at 2 Tell, Subsequent meetings: larch 4, April 8, May 6. 
The N»e¥.Shell Club NOTHS are distributed free to all regular mem~- 
bers. The dues for regular membership are $2 per year, Persons 
may become corresponding members upon the payment of G1 per yeare 
These corresvénding members will also receive the NOTHS regulan y 
by matic Address all inquiries and confributions for publication 
in the MOTHS to the #DITOR at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway Beach 
94, New Yorks 
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_ -DPORTANT PROGRAM NOTICEYS ANOTHER IMP, PROG» NOT.4% 

our February meeting is the regul ib Amen a FPO, Mite Fore earch 
war annual meeting, at which time ris of the Peabody Museum of Notur- 
the officers are chosen for the eal History of Yale, the author of 
Py gids year, im ADDITION we FO of the most povular shell books 


Pare cub recilar ANNUAL AUCTION in circulation at present, will ta! 
of shells a Eyed Cons won to us about “Ancient VMollusks" and 


tributed by the members to help show Kodachromes of fossil clams 
defray the expenses of the Clube and snails, We invite all members 
As usual, the festivities (and and their friends to attend this 
sples) will be under the able di-= meeting and to mect this very popu 
rection of our able former Pres lar author not only of shell books, 
pr.Walter H. Jacobs who in 1955 but also of books dealing with var~ 


auction shoved himself to have ious features of naturel hishToye 


an amazing tolent in 1)selling So ie eae 


at the most favorable prices and 
2\in giving all the onlookers a 
swell time, We recall that in 
the report of the hastory-mak ing 
1955 auction we offered to rent 
: 3 val a mis < 

Ba ihe chron etlll. Oe eee ota, 2% or, Recep SE 
stands, But we warn all applying bar treated us to 4 kodrachone P 
grouns that Doc comes dears Welll visit to that unfamiliar mid-Carihe 
make you pay what hets worth, and bean trio of islands» His slides 
that aintt hayoecAt all events, gave us a comprehensive picture ae 
the officers of the club ok bo the activities and experiences of 
much gratified if the members the Ostheimer expeditions there, 
ry Sa ae with lots of good ature oe purpose of which was to develop 
for the auction, and loud clear routine they would use in their 
voices to make bids. Bring that Peote te ae projects Taverns 
duplicate shell or shell pook Mire Parker's witty commentary made 
that's doing nobody ony 2006 the show doubly entertaininge 
We'll sell it} Ana look sharp Mr, Parker also told us about the 
for treasures for your own col= Acadeny! s program of renovating 
leetiong Wetll hnve tems! its shell department (for which 

. as purpose we voted 4 small contri~ 


TO THE CAYMAN IS ANDS TH? SHCOND* 
BEST ‘AY f 
by Edward F, Cowles, Jre 

ire Jack Parker of the Phil, Acad, 











‘ 
% 


‘HY YORK SHELL CIUB NOTES 





bution) » Even more interesting 
was his report thet a group of 
Thiladelphians and others, among 
then the Ostheimers, intend to 
finance the smbitious project of 
publishing a series of monographs 
a la JOHNSONIA on the mollusca 

of the entire Indo=Pecifiec region 

Oe ae ae a nee 


SHELL QUIZ from the’ BenleMaltbie 
lluseum, Winter Park, Florida, 
(submitted by Katherine Wellen= 
kenp.s) Answers will appear in 
the next number of NOTUSe 

1eThe largest kind of shell in 
the world, &eShells fron which 
nothereof-pearl is secureds 3e 
Skells from which buttons are 
pide, 4,Shells in which pre- 
cious pearls ore artificially 
produced, 6,Shells made by snails 
which climb on trees and would 
drown in water, TeTvo kinds of 
shells which have been used for 
moneys 8,The shell which an 
animal mekes to contain her eggse 
9gShells which were worn as a 
bedge of rank in Folynesitg 


10/The sacred shell of the Hindus,» 


ij/The shell which gives its 

neme to the people living in the 
region where it is founds 12/The 
shell which Lamarck described 
"fron lindagascar" and which nev~ 
ér has been found within 8,000 
miles from thot islands 12/Shells 
@hich the Crudaders wore to show 
they had been on 2 crusadée 14/ 
Shells built by sninrls which se= 
erete a deadly poisons 15/A shell 
which canaries like to ent. 16 
Shells which live in reckSe 
w/Shells which burrow in voode 
18/The shell about which © fan- 
$us poem was writtene 19/The 
ghell which hrs other shells at- 
tached to it, 20/The shell fron 
Which the royal purple was first 
Gbtnined, 21/Shells from which 
money was rinde by the Amerinds.s 
22/Shells from which canecos are 
arved. 22/Edible eggs as large 
as robins eggs laid by 4 land 
snnil, 24/The first species of 
shell ever described from North 
America, 25/Shells which Florida 


¢ 
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Indians used as cooking utensils. 
26/Shells which can be uséd as 
baking dishes, 27/Shelhs which 
were once so valunble that the 
Chinese made imitations for salee 
28/Shells which are illustrated 
on postage stamps, 29/Shells 
which produce the golden fleece 
<hich Jason sought. 30/The ‘shell 
@hich furnishes » substitute for 
window glass in China and the 
TPhilipvines. of 

* * * 


On mge 5 of the NOTES no,» 18, 
Mike Krassner wrote a very exci- 
ting account of » rich fossil 
collecting site nenr us in Yew 
Jerseys Wow he sends the: féllow=- 
ing important follow ups "The 


Wexnact locality for relly: .bund- 
"ont fossils iss noe eats 


"Creek, north of New Bgyot, NeJo" 
* * * * Rs 


We hnve received 2. very interest- 
ing and important brochure. deal- 
ing with the Henry A, Prisbry 
Fund being set up by The Acade 
of Nat, Sci, of Philndelphia, In 
brief but interesting form,. the 
chief objectives of this, fund ore 
set out and 2 most interusting 


nccount of this oldest ond, perhaps 


nost vnlunble shell collection on 
the continebt is supplied, One 
of the brochure's nicest fentures 


is 2 mrticulstrly choamming, hithe: 


to unpublished photograph ‘of Dre 
Pilsbry, The brochure mony be ob= 
tained (we assume) from the Acnd~ 
eny at 19 and the Parkway, : Phila. 
3, Poe cond contributions, ta the 
fund, made out to the Acrdeny 
of Natural Sciences at the sme 
address, Several menbers ‘in our 
Club mnde individual contribution 
and the club 1s % ‘shole sent % 
small sum, We suggest to.our 
fellw clubs thet in no way can 
noney be put to better purposes 
* * + jd 
ADVERTISEMENT in NeYsTiness 
'Earge importers’ snd jobbers! 
stock SEA SHELLS over 25,000 
lbs, nrtural nnd polished, 11 
sizes and shnpes, 2uctioned at 
5B Weld Stes Deceld at 11 Ale" 
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ON SOME JAPANESE MURICIDAE 
by Anthony D'tAttilio A 


iurex aduncus Sby. (Froc, Zool. 
Soc71340), changed to ii, fnlentus 
Sby, in the monogrnph on iturex 
of the Iconica Conchologicn, figs 
61a, June 1845, Following is a 
dreving of ‘Reeve's picture in. the 
exnct size, in which I hrve tried 
to indicste the colored bands. 
According to « note by Reeve in 
the Iconteny: species Gla.is the 
very shell which Sowerby described 
as Manduncus, This banded fom 
then is evidently the holotypes, 
In Reeve'ts description the shell 
is described as h-rving 5 varices. 
In ny collection there is a spe=- 
cinen thnt is the exnct insge of 
this shelloriginnlly from the 
Calvert collection, 

Pictured in the Iconica 1s figure 
6lb is an 211 white fom which 
nore nercrly 2ppronches the usual 
colorntion of ligaduncus, There 
is still 2 third fom distinguish 
-ed by having the whole surface 
of the shell, including the vare 
ices, wrinkled with » fine ribb- 
ings 

lurex eurypteron Reeve (1.2.5. 
1845), This shell, according to 


Reeve, is nenrest allied to 





Gib 


Gla 
Wren e@dvundus § Poets Fo 
Murex Laleatus Keeve 

i ¥; 


folcatus, differing mrinly in 

heving but three varices. The 
draving here is . copy of the 

vieture in the Iconicts 
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Murex evrupteren Reeve 4 
These three nones are used inter- 
changenbly by Jnprnes:shell deal- 
ers, Fron . study of specimens 

I have hand@led, these three nanes 
nll apnlied to the same shell, 

This is n svecies with the general 
fom of Reevets illustration 61b, 
having 5 varices, rather smooth and 
of 2 light hor color ranging into 
white, 28 previously noted, the 
only banded syecinen I have seen 
like illustration 61a of the Icon~ 
jen ig the shell I have from the 
Calvert Collection, From the fore~ 
going, it is obvious that ¢u ters 
ennnot be apnlied to any of these 
shells hrving nore than 3 varices. 


Iturex plorator Adems and Recves 
Reeve called this the llourner 
jlurex, The tyve speciren describec 
in the Mollusesn of the Voyrge of 
the Samnrang (pl.8, figed) shows 

n three yariced shell of 2 uniform 
vrovn color (hence 'mourner')», ex~ 
cent for © narrow srhite zone runni: 
nlong the center of tre srhhorls. 
The shells coming from Japan label: 
ed Meplortor have 3 varices and 
are solletines of the sane white 
shading into horn color’as the. pre 
ceding shells, In some, however, 
there are diffused brovm bands en 
circling the body whorl and again 
these brown bonds are sometimes 
broken uv into 2 pattern of dots. 
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to 


It seems 
ing that there are only ti nanes 


‘4 
4 
me from the forego= 


that should be applied to these 
winged shells coning from Japan, 
Those having 5 or sometimes 4 
varicies are O11 ligaduncus Sby. 
All those having 3 varicies should 
be called li,geurypteron Reeves 
Mefaleatus is definitely 2 synon= 
yu;of aduncus Sby, There remains 
Meplorator Adse& Rvée as the 
onty stickler, ond this svecies 
jay not be found in Japanese 
‘ters at all, thet is assuming 
itsis a valid species and not a 









fréak color form of curypteron, 
It‘is interesting to note in re= 


gerd to lipplorator Reeve's remark 
thet this snecies belongs to the 
sore groun as eurypteron,e The 
locality for plorator is given as 
Korean Archipelago by Belcher, 
but since nuch of Cant,Belcher's 
dete on localities is of dubious 
nature, eyen this aspect rermeins 
clouded, 

x * x * 


Card from Belize, British Hone- 
duras, Nove29, 19553 “Only fair 
"luck so far, & very little with 
"the dredcee Will try to go far 
out «here botton is fine sonde 
Nearby is mud and weeds or coarse 
shells, Worth coning here for 
the eclimete, though," Wd Cowles, 
We nre all avaiting 2 talk by 

Ed on his latest jaunt to this 
aren that few of us heve ever 
visited, Get any shells??? 


THs GENUS VALLONIA IN Nav YORK 
by Morris K, Jacobson 

This tiny white shell, 2 really 
handsone object under slight nage 
nification, sonetimes anpears in 
the city itself in bewildering 
nuribers, anmrently from nowhere 
Silas Wheat wrote in the Bulletin 
of the Bklyn Conch,Club in 1907: 


“In ny garden in the hesrt of Brook: 


lyn are innunerable Vallonia pul- 
chella Iuller, I have taken 50 
food svecinens from a spade four 
inches squares In nidwinter 16 
vere found packed in abit of 
hollo:r stem of a plant, the shells 
fitting snugly in the orifice.. 
In November I have found then acm 
tive under 9 half-inch of frozen 
earth and snow," We have taken 
them in practically every empty 
lot in the city under rubbish and 
dend leaves, It is easily ident~ 
ified by its vure milkvhite color 
and rounded aperture megnificent~ 
ly surrounded by a pleasing smooth 
white ring. ._The only fom repor~ 
ted to occur in our area is the 
Vepulchelia nentioned by Whent 
AbDOVC» 
However Sterki named 1. certain 
V,excentrica from Staten Island, , 
with an excentric umbilicus fron 
Staten Island, The validity of ~ 
this species has been the sub- 
ject of several snirited exchanges 
of opinion (in which your humble 
editor joined), It is distressing’ 
to have to note that the last wore 
on this subject hes yet to be saic 
Pulchelha is characterized by 2 
Snooth surface, The finding of 
Vacostata in VanCortlandt Park by 
ifr, Herold S,Feinberg in 1954 
Notes:9,De2) is, as was then ; 
stated, 2 notable new record for 
our areas This svecies is chara~ 
cterized, »s the nane indicates, © 
by several pronounced axial ribs, 
which neke the shell even a more 
handsome object than pulchella 
under magnification, The area 
wher it was found has been im- 
proved, and Herold is afraid the 
colony mayhrve been destroyed, 
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HONORARY 1OMBURSHIP 
The Club is proud to announce 
that at its January meeting, Dr. 
William K, Emerson, curator of 
Marine Invertebrates of the Am-=- 
erican Museum of Natural History, 
azscepted the honorary membership 
which was unanimously voted him 
by the fifty members present, 
Dr. Emerson, the first malacolog 
~§5% to hold that vosition in 
tne recent history of the Museum, 
favered us with an immensely ine 
teresting talk on the immediate 
plans of the Museum, a discussion 
of the outstanding West Coast 
shell collections and finally 
. beautifully illustrated account 
ef a recent collecting excursion 
to Baja California, The purpose 
wes to study several fossil out 
erops near Guaymas, As far as 
can be told, the fauna of these 
fossil layers does not material- 
ly ciffer from the extant mollus~ 
ca of the region, The slides 
sheved a varched desert country 
with magnificent dare mountains 
in the distance and washed by 
an intenaciy DiuEe oceans Many 
of us felt vainful nostalgic 
tuggings at our heartstrings as 
we viewed the beautiful slides 
and listened to the fascinating 
commentary, With such beautiful 
spots to collect ing how can any 
one despair of this world? 


FOSTPONEMENT 
Due to 2 heretofor unknown city 
provision, it was discovered tmat 
our annual auction cannot, ‘with= 
out some legal infractions, be 
held in the Ifuseum, For this 
reason, the auction has been post- 
poned to our May meeting, w hich 
will be held elsewhere for this 
purpose, The place will be an- 
nounced in »lenty of times, It 
was also emphasized that there 
will be no sale of shells or books 
at this auction, but rather con- 
tributions to the treasury of 
our Club, 


OFFICERS 

At the February meeting, the mem« 
bers present cast a single bal~ 
lot to re-elect the entire slate 
of officers for another year, We 
were all happy that every one of 
our excellent officers was wil- 
ling to continue in his post for 
one year mores, 

x Sh % * 


The Philadelphia Shell Club 
will hold its next meeting on 
Thursday, Feb,16 at 8 PM in the 
Academy of Natural Sciences at 
19 St, and The Parkway in Fhila- 
delphia, Mrs, Jacobson will ad= 
dress the Club, topic TH HUNT 
FOR BLAWSOSEIRA ECHINUS with 
specimens and color slides, 
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NOTES FOR A BOOK REVIMV, 

e by Morris K, Jacobson 

Many of us rely heavily upon illustrations in books to help 
us detemine the correct names of the shells in our collections, 
Therefore it is 2 matter’of importance that these pictures be reas~ 
onobly accurate; or that, where errors do anpear in books, we be 
warned ahead of time against them, A particularly noteworthy ex-= 
ample of such an error’ recently came to our attention which we here 
pass on to our readers, not so that we can criticize, but merely 
that we help to keep the nomenclature in our collecfions as ac@= 
gurate as possible, 


is In 1919 Dre Paul Bartsch of the U,S,.National Museum published 

a paper in the Proceedings (Vol.55, pp.301=307) in which he des- 
eribed end named certain new land shells of the Philippine Islands. 
With his customary thoroughness, Dro Bartsch published three figures 
of several of these shells to show the base, the top and the side 

of the specimens, Thus he illustrated his new Cochlostyla (= Heli= 
eostyla) domingot on plate 20, figures 1, 2 and three respectively. . 


ei fe In Walter Freeman Webbs well known and widely distributed 
HANDBOOK #0R SHELL COLLECTORS (Rochester 1936), these three figures 
of the same shell are reproduceds the view of the top ifieed,.dn 
saxtsch*s plate Bo) under the name of Cochlostyla harfordi Sowerby 
gn page 180 of the Handbooks the side view (partsch figee) on 

page 183 as C,mirabilis donsalana Bartsch, 2nd finally the view 

of the base (Sartschis figes) on Del91 as Hemiglypta (3) semper 
Mollendorff, Similarly the three figures of foitcante new Coch= 
dostyle luzonica makabengana (Bartsch pl,18, figel,2,3) do service 
Tn inc HANDBOOK os Coglobosa ML1f> (pol80), C. luzonica fumosa 
WLIf.(pol81), and Heniglypta_connectens Wilf. (pelS5)>. sortsch's 
Leptonome maubense nakabengana (plosd, figs4,6) become Cochlostyla 
pedonensis Hidalgo and Gapfeitferi Semper (ppol77,184 respecte)o 
and Tinally Chiorea pmeLiniona Trieffer, illustrated on Bartsch's 
misi9, fige4;5;0 are offered respectifely os the figures for 
fochigety)a dautzenberst Hido (e178), Cemetallorum M11f.o(p.182) 

apd Copatricia Firs (p.184) 6 


, It is neither our desire nor function to place blame nor to 
Burl criticimss we merely publish this note to pemit the ovmers of 
fhe Hnadbook to meke the necessary corrections and to remove from 
their minds ‘the incorrect images that were formed by looking at 
tiisLabelled figures, 
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Yseo NOTES no-20, Poe, COlole © 16,Petricola & Lithophaga, 17.Ter= 
Yo Jeiéacna gigasgLinne, 2 oAvicuy edo and Martesia, 18,Nautilus pom- 








‘La murgavitifera Lko, 3-Unios, pilia Le,’19.Xenophora, 20,lurex 
4oPinctada martensii Dkery, ae trunculus, 21 Venus nercenaria Le 
6:Liguus, 7,Cypraeca monet Le 22,Cassis, 23,Strophocheilus ovatis 
‘dnd, Dentaliun pretiosm Nutte Ifull,, 24,Siliqua patula Dixon, 
BaAronauta argo Lo, IoCypraca’ 25,Busycon perversam Le,26.Care 
aurantia, 1lO,Xancus pyrun LKe, diun robustun Soles 27,Epitoniun 
ll.Conch, Strombus gigas le pretiosum L, 28,5trombus gigas Le 
12;Cassis madagascariensis Lk, and Xancus pyrus Lky, 29,Finna no= 


13,Pecten jacobeus Lk, 14,Conus Dilis Lk, 30,Flocuna orbicularis 
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Be hit RH TORS 
SOS RARER SHELLS (9) tnere are about 6 slight sviral 
by Anthony DtAttilio ribs ond the interior of the ouber 
5 liv is also ribbedy In the two 
F fe syecinens in my collection, there 
CYRTULUS SUROTINUS Hinds 1843 is an additional feature of inter= 
est in the possession by one of the 
specimens only of an umbilicus, 
This may however be characteris= 
tic of olders pecimenss 
*° * * 








SHELLS IN LITSRATURE 

Appollodorus, the classic his- 
torinan, relates that’at one tine 
Minos, king of Crete, wanted to 
find the great craftsman Daedalus 
(the same one who made the wings 
of wax for his son Icarus with which 
the latter flew to his death), The 
| EMF historian writes: "Itinos pursued 
4, Daedalus’and in every country he 

, 4 searched, he carried a sviral shell 

This odd shell is the only end nromised to give a great reward 
nenber of this genus, -It is fou to him who should pass thread ~ 
end enong the Folynesinn islands. through the shell," for Minos well 
The type speccinen cane from a knew thet only the genus of Dacdal~ 
denth of 9 fathoms and was browghtus could solve so difficult a prob= 
back from one of the great early lem, We may assume that the shell 
exploring expeditions in HIS in question was something like 
Sulvhur, The genus vas also nro= Turritella communis Risso, 2 rather 
posed by Hinds for this unusual common Mediterranean species wath 
shell those enrly whorls look as. a great many whorls, How did Daed~ 
though the shell hed started out nius do this? Let Apollodorus tell 
to be a Fusus but changed its uss "Daedaius fastened a thread to 
mind nidvays., LaveGrabeu in the ,an ant and, having bored a hole in 
"“hylogeny of Fusus and its Alliesthe svirel shell (ZD,NOTE one of 





nnkes sorie pertinent corments the anical whorls), allowed the 
regarding this shell, I might ant to pess through it." When this 
add that the whole book is an thrended shell was brought to the 


extrenely interesting discourse King, he knew his search had came 

on the recent 2nd fossil Fusinaes to an end, Anyone among us for 
The nene Clovella Svrainson reneating the experinent? 

1835 has also been Applied to 1 Ae gy aN 

this genus, but this was found 

to be vreoccunied by Clavella FROM! The Wisoffs in Fort lMyers,Flae 


Oken 18155, "We hove picked up many beautiful 
The shell is pure white and Live Oliva sayana Revenell for 
quite solid in structures The yous Our fondest regards to you 
spiral ribbing over the nodose alle" 
surface of the svirel whorls is ***It is said that Vishniac, the 
characteristic of Fusus. This great microbiologist, can keep on~ 
surface sculpture stops abruvt= ly 19,000 Latin names in his head 
ly and the bdoy whorl plus the at one time, When he learns new 
whorl immediately preceeding this ones, old ones are forced out to 
are comvaratively smooths, At make room and‘hence the number stay: 


the constriction of the body whe 2 constant 19,000¢ (We feel the 
. gane way with only a few score 
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Mathilde VYeingartner Edward F, Cowles, JI. 
CORRESPONDING SHCTY EDITOR 
PLES « Jocevhine Wichern Morris K, Jacobson 
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oaheebiedd * * NEXT CLUB MEETING: Sunday, April 8, 1956 

Room 419 of AMSRICAN MUSHUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 

at 2 P.M. Subsecuent meeting: May 6.6 

Field trip to Tottenville, Staten Island 

June 9. Low tide 3:10 BM EDST, (Details to 

fo llow) 9 
The N.Y,Shell Club NOTES are distributed by mail free of charge 
to all regular members, The dues are $2 per year for regular mem- 
bership, ‘Yersons may become corresponding members upon the pay- 
ment of Sl per year, Corresponding members likewise receive the 
NOTES regularly by mail, Address all inquiries and contributions 
for publication in these NOTES to the Hditor at 455 Beach 139 


Street, Rockaway Beach 94, New Yorks 
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NOTE ON THE PHILADELPHIA SHELL 
CLUB ‘ 
On Thursday Feb 16, 2 group of 
us went down to a meeting of the 
PSC, primarily to deliver a lec-~ 
ture on the land shells of Cuba, 
We are happy to report that the 
lecture w7s well received but also 
that while the meeting progressed, 
we assiduously took notes on the 
precedure of thés new and yet one 
of the largést shell clubs in exis 


At the March 4 meeting, we had 
the pleasure of hearing a most 
interesting and valuable address 
by Mr, Perey Morris, the author 
of two of the most popular shell 
handbooks in the US today. Aside 
from the beautifully illustrated 
lecture, we were all pleased to 
make the nersonal aquaintance 
of this very well known figure 
in our field, We are most erate= 
ful to Mre Morris for giving US tence todays Some of these pro~ 
an entire Sunday and going to cedures are so effective and novel 
the trouble of coming way out that we may well adopt them, We 
from New Haven to address uS. outline & few. : 
We hope welll be able to, ten **Every meeting begins with the 
ciprocate for this kindness in discussion and display of the 
ree re, PUONe SHELL OF THE WEEK, This is some 
oe interesting or otherwise rare shell 
S ‘ is discussed by some member 
The postponed shell auction wilt Boga ape Bots ted hes taken 
take place at the May 6 meetings the trouble to do some research on 


Details will be communicated it, While we were there we were 
later to all members. In the shorm some of the finest and rarest 
meanwhile it is important to volutes in existance among which wac 





ge de mind the fact that wis the finest and larges; kieneri we 
auction does not involve the sale pag evers eene eens 

of anything, Members will con xx the historian next takes over, 
tribute to our treasury a certain ois officer (Mr. Parker) briefly 
amount of money roughly equal t© gqiscussed and showed the most re~ 
the value of the articles they cent and important bits of shell 
select. We understand that our jiterature tmt have appeared in 
auctioneer, Doc Jacobs, is olti~ the course of the preceeding month. 
ng up his vocal cords and looking thy this case we heard a very pene~ 
up witty jokes to use at USe trating alalysis of the most re- 
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NuW YORK SH&LL CUB NOTMS N 
(cont, icin 
cent number of JOHNSONIA and a 
discussion of a few articles on 
the letest NAUTILUS, 
**Yhile we were present, the mem= 
bers were shorvm a proof of the 
Club certificate which it is vlan-= 
ned to give to each member, This 
certificate, bearing the Club ine 
signia, a svecimen of the genus 
Xenophora -- also a collector += 
is suitable for framing and ocup= 
pying a vlace of honor in every 
one's shell den, 
** The PSC is growing amazingly 
under the able and enthusiastic 
guidance of its President, Dre 
R, Tucker Abbott, It may well bee 
Gome one of the most important 
such organizations in the country, 
which after ell is only fitting 
for the city vhich has »verhaps 
given more to Conchology than any 
others 
KEK VKH NER IE 


OBITUARY 
The entire shell world lost one 
of its most important members in 
the person of Dr. Henry Edvard 
Crampton, His work was largely 
connected with 2 thoro study of. 
the genetics and evolution OL. Ene ~ 
land shell genus Partule of the 
islands of the Pacific, His large 
vyoiumes; beautifully illus. rated 
and published by the Carmmegie Mus- 
eum, are landmarks in our scicnces 
Those of us who had the good for= 
tune to have met Dr; Crampton pere- 
sonally; found in him a 
ly person, full of enthusiasm for 
his work, 

* * * * 


The N,Y-Times of February ®7, Yan 
a full column obituary on Drs 
Crampton which contained many poi- 
nts of interest and information, 
However it was apparent that the 
reporter was 2 little confused 

by the information he had gathere - 
eds He wrote thus about Partulas 
"This snail lives on rocky shorese 
It will not cross sand or 60 into 
deep water, The young are hatched 
as tiny adults, so that there’ is 
ne chance that members of © given 
colony of Partula would be spread 


Oo 22 March 1956 page 2 ae 


warm, friendthtir records, we 





wt Ed 





as free-s\imming larvae," LEviden- 
tally our member of the 4th estate 
did not know that there are such 
things as snails that live entirely 


on land, We have met many neople 
who are surprised at this, 
* * * % 


NEW FAUNAL RECORD FOR N&W YORK, 

We have recently received a 
few specimens of the tiny Gastro: 
covta tannaniana OC. B. Adams , 
Collected by lirs, Margaret Teskey 
at the wildlife preserve »reserve 
on Travis Road in Staten Island 
Nat edge of large boulder, edge of 
marsh,! (Hey, I thought we couldn *t 
Collect there!}) Mrs. Teskey found 
this shell on July 22, 1956, in 
the course of one of the AMU field 
trips, This shell has never before 
been reported from New York, and 
hence is a nev record, | 

However In Filsbry's land. 
shell monograph (Vol.e2; ps890) 
ve rend that "Gastrocopta ventodon . 
was long knorm as Bupa curvidens | 
and Go tanminiana 2S Ge Hon to don ¢" 
Now Gaventodon appears in the 
Smith & frime’list of Now York 
shells (1870), and in Prime 1894, 
Sinee Pilsbry tells of 6f the con- 
fusion that attenddd: the identifies: 
cation of this shelly it is well © 


nossible that Ge tappaniana had been 
collected in our area, but ident-" 


ified as Ge pentodon Unless we 
can lay nands on the hypotypoids 
unon which Smith and Prime founded 
may have to as= 
sune that this is 80. It is or 
further interest to note that in 
the Smith list of 1887, the most 
complete onour fauna, neither 
nentodon nor tappaniana appears, 
Kt any ratey Mrse eskey's finding 
removes all doubt that tappaniana 
is actually part of our very de pau = 
perate faunas, 
* * = * 
Dr¢ & lirss J, Wisoff recently re~ 
turned from Ft, Meyers, Florida, © 
and brought back a fine collection 
of Oliva sayana, which they gener 
ously distributed to the members 
at the last mectings They also dis: 
played one perfect specimen of the 
rare golden color clied the Golden 
Panamas 
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SOME RARUR SHALES (10) 
by Anthony DtAttilio 


CYMBIOLA IRVINAG Smith 1909 
Weet Australia 





The examule of “this 
from Australia came 
from the collection of Mr. Willism 
H, Weeks of Brooklyn,., In his ‘col- 
lection there were a few specimens 
of this species which he had ob= 
tained from lirs, Irvine, the lady 
for whom this shell is named, Ace 
cording to lir, ‘Yeeks, the husband 
of this lady was the head light= 
house keener on that cosst of Aus= 
tralia, a circumstance which should 
have been very helpful for her 
shell collections 

The type specimen is from the Rott- 
nest Islands, The shel} pictured 
above is of a vretty peach color 
ornamented vith fine triangular 
white flecks, The tv bands con~ 
sist of chestnut colored markings, 
The ssines along the crown are 

not solid but are hollow on one 


rare volute 


side in the direction of the shell 


growth, 

BeC.Cotton in "Australian Recent 
and Tertiary Moll, of the Family 
Volutidae 1949 treats of all the 
Australian species, arranging them 
in their correct generm, In the 
genus Cymbiola there are 19 spe= 
cies and subsnecies, Besides this 
there are 18 other genera contain= 
ing altogether about 70 species 
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and subsvnecies, 
some idea as to 
survasses every 
richness of its volute fauna, 
Since this 1949 ayer there have 
bean described several more species 
and I am sure 2 thorough explorat- 
ion of the thousands of miles of 
shore line aroung the Island Cone 
tinent ill further enrich this 
great familye 
x % 


This will give s 
hov much Australia 
other locity in 


* % 


EXCHANGE 
We heve been receiving the pub- 
licetions of several shell clubs, 
The latest issue of the Malacolo- 
gieal Club Of Victoria (Australia) 
NEWSLETTUR has a brief comment up- 
on the observation in the recent 
issue of these NOTES regarding the 
naucity of members who turn out 
for Australian field trips to col- 
lect in one of the richest faunal 
areas of the world, The Ni’SLHTTER 


>. suggests that the MCV and the NYSC 
to the writer undertake an exchange, not of shells, 


but of members -- they suvvlying 
the localities, we supplying the 
enthusiasm, Of course the idea is 
fantastic -~ fantastically beauti-~ 
ful, that is, The editor read 

the comment, and that night promp~ 
tly nicked up loads of the most 
mag nificent Australian shells ever. 
Tell us, when’ the jet air age real~ 
ly gets going, Bow long wih it 
take to go to Australia??? 

The HAYATIAN SHELL NEWS reports 

on a movie made by Dr, Kohn, shovw-~ 
ing how Conus uses its barbed poi 
soned tooth to naralyze and haul 
in its prey, much like a fish hook, 
Ir. Morris of New Haven told us 
that Br, Kohn is a native of that 
city 2nd is planning to return 
soon to the East, When he does, 
Mir, Morris thinks there will be 

a good chance of our seeing the 
film, We can hardly wait, 

The MINUTMS of the S,Cal,Club has 
been running some very interesting 
keys on the identifications of 

the genera and species of certain 
shell families, The most recent 
issue dealt with Columbellidae, 
with emphasis of course on the 
shells found on the West Coast, 
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CARD FROM BOSTON: 
"Dear lire Jaettson, Just to let 
"you know that the (First)Boston 
Shell Show is in the machinery, 
Fad is to open Apre8 to 15 incl, 
“at Horticultural Hall <= showing 
the most colorful shells of the 
"vorld, 28 well as the fantastic 
“including monstrous Tridacna 
gigas, 550 lbs," William E,Hearne 
* * * * 


THE NATADES OF THE NEW YORK AREA, 
by Morris K, Jacobson 

The river mussels are repre= 
sented in our area by a swollen 
ghin shelled fomm without hinge 
teeth (Anodonta) and by a smal- 
ler, less inflated, rather heavy 
shelled form with rather heavy 
tooth armature at the umbo, The 
Latter, with a rough periostraoum, 
is Klliptio complanatus Solancer, 
or else, when the ventral line is 
deenly bowed and the periostracum 
rather smooth, Margaritana mir 
aritifera Linne, The second of 
these, widely distributed through 
out the northern hemisphere from 
the British Isl es to The Ussuri 
River in Siberia, can be found in 
large numbers at the herdvaters 
of the Hackensack River near Ha= 
verstraw in Rockland County, The 
former occurs on Long Island (Ri- 
verhead) andaaong the Saw Will 
River near Yonkers, It is easily 
recognized by its colorful inter@- 
ior nacre, cither brigh} violet 
or golden ycllow, The thin shel= 
led forms can be taken in the 
Prospect Park lake, Central Park 
Iake, the several smaller ponds 
afid lnkes of Forest Park and 
along the outskirts of the citys 
Its identification is not easy, 
since several nrmes have been ate 
tached to it, We like to call 
it Anodonta enturacta Say, but 
are not sure ve are right, In 
the older papers it appears as 
A, fluviatilis Lea, and in the 
Staten Isinna Museum they are 
called Ke implicnta Say, Some 
forms collected in Central Prrk 
and sent to Harvard for determin=- 


ation came back as A, cataracta 
"neculinr form also found in Lake 
Ronkonkoma", which is not much 
help. This Anodonta is quite 
vorinble in color, shape, obssity 
etce, so to keep one from going 
mad, it might be best to call all 
the thin shelled, toothless river 
or leke mussels found in our area 
cataracta Say, Their presence in 
Our Silted lakes is hard to deter= 
mine, unless a drought exposes large 
areas of the bottom, Hlliptio 
is freuently sold in fish hobby 
etores, where it is called a water 
strainer 2nd serves to keep the 
tank water pure. We have a couple 
of Margnritana that do the same 
things 
% % 


* * 


' From MAN ‘ND HIS GODS by Homer 


W,. Smiths “Next in order of pop- 
ulnrity as a magic agent was the 
cowrie shell -« the nink luster 
of its interior, the mottled brown 
and black and white m>rkings on its 
convoluted surface == has exerted 
an irresistible appeal the world 
over ond in all ngesSe The Egyp-~ 
tians treasured ft 1s a talisman 
of good fortune, and particularly 
of fertility, 2nd in 1 few instances 
the shell was used as intertribal 
currency, They reproduced amulets 
of it in wood, clay or precious 
stones; such anule%s, together 
wi real cowrie shells, wv ere 
denosited at the sacred tombs of 
Osiris at Abydos and elsewhere 
literally by the millions," 

x * x * 


BOOK REVIUW.e 
Johnsonia , VoleS No. 35, THE ~ 
FAMILY MSLONGSNIDAE etc, This 
beautiful piece of work keeps up 
the standard Johnsonia has set 
in the enrlier volumes, It differs 
in being enriched with some f ascin« 
ating bilogical notes, Of the 
seven subspecies listed by Johnsa, 
only altispira is retained, and 
johnstone sted as new, The 
entire complex of corona is put . 
into the subgenus Rexmela, and in~ 


cludes besides corona, bis pinosa 
Phils, bicolor Saye Volcma R&ding 
is definitely eliminated, 
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tae 


WuXT CLUB MENTINGs: Sunday, May 6 at'2 PM in 


NATIONAG ARTS CLUB, 15 Gramercy Park, New York Citys 


PROGRAM: 


ene IN 


Annual Auction of shells and shell 


literature, for the benefit of the Club treasurye 


LAST JORS ING s 
Low tide-at 3310, HDST. 
DIRECTIONS s 


Field Trip to Tottenville, Staten Island, 


SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1956 


From St, George Terminal of the ferry, take 
the Tottenville Bus to the last stops 
the east of Russell Pavilion, at Ward's Point, 
car, follow Hylan Boulevard to the very ende 


We will be to 
ct Dy 
We plan to 


pe there by 12:30 and to follow the retreating tides 
The 1.¥.Shell Club Notes are distributed by mail free of charge to 


all regular members, 


The dues for membership are $2 per yeare 


Persons may become corresponding members upon the payment of 2 


per yeare 
by mails 


Corresponding members likewise receive the NOT'’S regularly 
Address all inquiries and contributions’ for publication in: 


1 Yo Mate 


fiese: notes to the uditor at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway Boach’ 94, 


: MM oe AF Se SEA STIS SEAL OL ES AE Meh aoe 
KKK EERE REED SERED 


**kIt is fervently hoped that 
all members will rend the entire 
masthead with more care than 
they usually give this portion 
of our publication, Fér there 
they will find valuable infor= 
mation regarding our next two 
bang un meetings, with which we 
close this more than wsualky 
successful season, We also re~ 
guest our readers to refer to 
Number 20 of these notes (Jane 
1956) to read the eloquent de=- 
scription we there published of 
the auction which, postvonedy, will 
now be held on May 64 We are 
proud of those words, but hesi= 
tate to orint them agains Above 
all, we respectfully bring to 
the attention of all, that for 
the fétst time in our history 

we shall not meet in the American 
Museum, Please come to the 
auction with your contributions, 
your loud voices, your competi~ 
tive spirit and your extra cashe 
Doc Jacobs informs us he is rea 
-dy and raring to gow. History, 
here we come 


ENE Stan ACEC LAD ey Ado: 2 gp AP OUS AL, AP RUSE ASE A, 
SSK KEE A RE CREE KHKEKME TKR 


*¥*QOur April 8 meeting was bet- 
ter than usual, mainly due to 

the presence of Mre and Mrs 

John Q. Burch of Los Angeles. 

All of us were happy to meet 

these splendid people whom we 

had 211 learmed to know so well 
mainly through personal corres= 
vnondence and the invariably worth= 
while and interesting MINUTES of 
the Conchological Club of 5.Cale 
John favored us with a few words 
in which he urged us to try to 
attend the joint ANU and AMUPD 
convention at San Diego this 

July 11-14, The meeting, so well 
begun by the Burches, ran its 
splendid course with a fascinating 
account of a collecting trip to 
puerto Rico by Jim Foling, 2 talk 
on his Volutes by Dr, Alsaker, an 
account of New Braunfels as 4 fine 
collecting loanlity by Jack Mce 
Lellan (see infra), and a splen- 
didly illustrated talk by Ed Cowl3s 
of his trip to Belize. The several 
new members we gained at this 
meeting were 211 off to a fine 8 
start in the shell club carecrs, 
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. Lis he hic Lia ae 
LAND SNAIL LOCALITI"S, 
by Jack McLellan 





Me te ceed jinn » L have been interested in the fre- 
ae references to certain localities «= places like Clingman's 
DOME » Monte Sano, end Burnside, Kentucky, “he purpose of this paper 
is to describe one of the interesting places I have visited, and 
perhans some of the others can be covered later, 

New Braunfels, Texas : ; 
Wew Braunfels, Texas, Is # sma town of 12,000: located in south 
central Texas, 30 miles north of San Antonio, It is the county 
seat of Comal County, and was settled in the early 1840s by Prince 
Solms and a band of politicul refugees from Germany, There are 
several dozen of these communities in central Texes, settled during 
the days of the Texan Republic, .and the German emigration socities 
which svonsored these movements sent a number of scientific investi-~ 
gators to Texas to report on suitable sites for settlements. OQOne'of 
these was a young geologist and paleontologist, Ferdinand Roemer, 
later to become one of the most famous men of scieneein Huropes 
Roemer was the first competent geologic observer in Texas, He 
collected and described the first important series of fossil shells 
from Texas, ond the land and marine syecimens which he took back to 
Gemmy were deseribed by Louis Prieffer and others.» 


Gus 






One of the major structurel features of Texas, the Balcones fault 
fone, crosses Comal County, and divides it into two areas, The 
larger area, to the northwest, is a heavily dissected plain capped 
by thick limet‘imes of lower cretaceous ae This area has an el= 
evation ranging from 1200 to 1700 feet, and represents the margin 
of the Edwards Flatenu, The downthrown area to the southeast is 
in the Gulf constal plain prysiographic province, and the surface 
outcrons are chalks and marls of upper Cretaceous agee 


The vrincival river in the area is the Guadalupe, which rises to 
the west of the Eawnrds plateau, and cuts through the Balcones ex- 
carpment at the west edge of the town of New Braunfels, A con- 
snicuous fenture of the Balcones Escarpment is the numerous fault 
sorings which emerge cl.ong the foot, The largest serics of springs 
in the entire zone occur within the town limits of New Braunfels, 
and were the cause of the original settlemnte 


This aren of Texas is one of limited rainfall, averaging less than 
30 inches per year. The climate is quite warm, with a January aver- 
ange of 51 degrees and a July average of 84 degrecSe The Edwards 
platenu section is covered by a sparse growth of "cedar" or juniper, 
cactus, ond thorny busheSe Pecans, cottonwoods, Cypresscs, and a 
few other krge trees line the river panks in the narrow canyons 
entrenched in the Hdwards platecaue 

Two arens in the county have been mentioned in the published re- : 
verts of shell collectorse The first is the area now known as Landa 
Dark, ond referred to by Pilsbry ond others the pleasure gardens.» 
This is a. municipal perk, just a few blocks from thec enter of 

the town, The picnic “rea is one of grassy lawns, pecan groves, 

and walks, put at the edge of the pienic ATCA, on the north side 

of the main srrings, is & steep hillside covered with live oaks 
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end native plants, 
Here, along a distance 


conspicuous shells include Fol 
Microceromus texanus, ond Foly 
slope, in the flat grassy a¥eas, 











ie . of several hundred feet, is one of the most 
interesting lend shell localities in the United States. 


The most 


a hippocrepis, Holospira goldfussi 


Ya MOOYTEANA, 
are 


At the top of the 
ound Bulimulus and Prepicolella 


The second locality is along the banks of the Guadalune River, 3-4 


miles west of town, ot Hueco Synrings, 


This’ aren is reached by going 


west of tovm several miles on state rand 46, and tuming north at 


the road marker to Hueco Svrings, 


The road, on reaching the river, 


crosses to the north sidc,. ond severnl miles further recrosses to 


the south bank, 


greater interest nerhaps, 


Hogoldfussi and other shells are’common at’the foot 
of the limestone cliffs between the two crossings, 


is the drift along the river bank, 


However, of 
Here 


can be obtained great numbers of very small shells, such as_Gastro- 
coptr, Strobilops, Carychium and Vertigo. 


No attempt will be m-de her<to list the species found at New Braun- 


fels, 


A very interesting article can be found in the Nautilus, 


This is "Tolygyra. hippOcrepis and its Author, Louis pPréifrer,™ by : 
H,H, wheeler, july and October 1949, Wheeler gives 2 very full account 
of this unique snail and its history, and lists the collectors who 


have reported on this locality. 


Dre Pilsbry visited the area in 
1885, and egain in 1903 with Ferriss, 
Singley, H.B.Boker, and Allan F, Archere 


Other collectors include 
Pilsbry and Ferriss listed 


35 species from Comal County, and WheelerS final list numbered 48, 





I heave found Thj 
is not included by Y 


sannophors horni Gnbb at Landa Park, 
eeler, although Comal Co, is included in the 


This species 


range of thes pecies given by Dr, FPilsbry, 


The most interesting aspect of the Comal Co, fauna is the occur- 
rence of groups which ore eharacteristic of Mexico nnd Central Ameri 
Holosvire, Microceramus, Praticolelia, Bulimulus, Buglandina snd 
Helicinan ore all more highly developed to the south, and in a num- 
ber of grouns New Braunfels is close to the northern limit of their 


LPanges¢ 


It is interesting to consider the temperature, moisture, 


end soil berriers which stand in the way of these migrants from 


south of the boxyter. 

* * x 
EDITOR'S NOTH: After Mr, Mclel- 
lan read this excellent paper to 
us, he distributed samples of all 
the shells mentioned, The shells 
were all done up in a type of 
packing that is popular among 
Cuban pharmacists for the dis-~ 
éribution of powders, and on the 
wrapping itself were the names 
of the shells contained therein 
together with either a smail fig- 
uxe to help identification, or 
else a coiored spot which appear= 
ed sn the shell as well as on the 
wrapping, A most thoughtful 
sift for everyone} Thanx, Jacke 


x x x 
SHELLS.IN CLAY. In the Mexican 
Hall of the American Museum, we 
came across a clay replica of a 
conch shell trumpet. Apparently 
some ancient Aztec Indian had 
thovght to improve on nature in 
the raw material she provided for 
making trumpets, The outside of ' 
the shell is rather poorly done, 
-- never have such knobs appeareed 
on any shell! -- but an x-ray 
photo of the columella and the 
interior could well be taken fro 
the real thing. The shell is from 
Western Mexico, but the attempt is 
to imitate some fom of Busycon, 
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SOM RARIR SHELLS (11) 
by Anthony DtAttilio 


MURUX (HOM\LOCANTHA) SCORPIO Le 





Murex scorsio Linne and its re-a 
i-tives, Murex rota Sow, ond M, 
anatomica lerry form 2 most un= 
ique oddly shaved group of the 
muricidae, They are all ine 
h»bitants of the Indo Pxrcific 
areadg ilurex scornio seems to 

be the rerest of the three, In 
my collection are two snecimens 
of scorpio, one is mostly brown 
and the other is »nure white, 
Both cpme from an old collection 
of the lest century, lurex anne 
tomica is well known to cll col- 
lectors of Jananese shells, It 
is somewhat variable in color, 
ranging from white to light 
bYown and sometimes stained 

with = violet tint or rede Murs 
rota is reported from the Thili« 
ppines and I have additional 
beach svecimens frm Mozambique.s 


Murex scornio is the most delic 
eate of the three with Murex 
rota renching the lnrgest size, 
I have found the simplest way 
to tall them apart is from the 
number of nrominent finger like 
projections at the edge of the 
lip directly surrounding the 
mouth, M,anatomica has tvo of 
these digitations, M,rota pos 
sesses three and M,scorpio 

has fours 


From Hawaii is reported Murex 


S02 sNee23 


! 

April 1956 page 4. nse 
pele, = name which is unfamiliar 
to me excent for the nicture of 
this shell in the National Geo- 
gravhic issue of July 1949, plate 
70, ity guess is that‘ it is the 
Murex anatomica Ferry, but without 
heaving seen the shell, I could be 
mistaken. 

* * * x * * 
THES GENUS BUSYCON IN NEW YORK,’ 
This genus of large gastropods, is 
represented in cur area by the 
two snecies caricna Gmelin and 
canaliculatum Say, The latter is 
easily distinguished’ by its hairy 
periostracum.in life, its deeply 
channeled tvyhorl and its thinner 
shell material, It is.rare that 
one is taken with the outer lip 
intact, We have found this fre- 
quently as it crawled around in 
shallow water in Long Island Sound, 
The young, with tiny knobs along 
the sutures, are beautiful objects, 
Carica has a series of low tuber» 
cles on the Shoulder, has a normal-= 
ly incised suture and is somewhnrt 
heavier than canaliculatun of the 
same size, This shell, which fre-~ 
Quently has a brilliant red color 
in the anerture, is frequently 
thrown up on the bench at Rockaway 
after a severe winter storm, Both 
Busycons can be“collected" in 
Fish stores, where they are sold 
to prepare the succulent SCUNGILI 
which made such a hit to the AMU 
nermbers who tasted it at Staten 
Island during the 1955 convention, 
Abbot in his AMGRIC‘N SHA SHELLS, 
gives the size of canaliculatum as 
5 to 74 inches, but we have one 
that now is fully B+ inches, and 
before its topmost whorl was. knocked 
off, must have been more than 9 
inches in length, The svecimen is 
badly broken, but interesting for 
its size, These shells are free 
cquently found in Indian shell 
mounds, where, after the’ animal 
had been enjoyed as food, the she 11 
was put to such uses as drinking 
cuns, garden hoes, soup l-dels 
and probably decorations, Busycon 
used to be knoWn as Fulgur of Mont- 
fort, until the famous Bolten 
controversy was decided in the 
favor of this work of 1792, 















Tee 




















gare” POOL Elec sh sont. oe 
dere Pea aren 2 gSloc “trey @ .LISHS ALRAT "E 
to otwtot~ end tot dreoxe oot of rh pees Saat Vetoes A 
mpeo Crogltiy odd af fede ‘ehne : 
‘ atede eOROK YhNE to quest OFCOM |. + srennoe “(ABTHAOSE on) wit 1: 
oat Bt fh Gadd at coos We 20k “ot 
suadit vad” autos nd tHOdBI Poche 
oy eee mre? 4 1 gkieda; edt nese gnives 
een cw npaled ats 
2 « © 4 # . f+ 
. gov VHT MoOoveUm sure CNT: “4 
‘GS gab orettens cartel ab rae ataT * 
SM Yi eote (suo, pir hose ig hion 
Sins af toad: sotpco son @ ov 
. eb sosset SAT. tal ies rdual te i) 
‘rted: adtivdt Bade ly ac (iter 3 
be eer eth orl: wf meonet: ode Or = 
. ented etic bus Dros: Bolor nero ‘ ; 
RM ote 98 ab ST Sraidod es pe ly bi ai 
fo tus kL otic. ond 13 fez. ene, af ono .. 
ae hint bet ‘beidat overt « etortal BA, 
Hae “uh, how ose Bolwerg Ee ays Xie ae bh a ae Te “o. 
“ ,beme8 Satler prod sy aod Stn wok Laie - (isha Paria Mo £ 
se if Te Ln adortd iyats divr ganyey OAT set Pi reef ‘te 
fae vubaatte, fwttiweod:. on Ron tirs. ‘age - mou Seor wero Sei “pot AN . 
dope. tert wag Sates * ac 6 tH aoivon fi ey LOE o mts Siig 1 GeOTS pce. oe: 
. ekemmogn ect wrebigode add ad ee) wat Lis omg YSae gen hagiage 
Stioateoeoe at pak onde e Bortomt ys: oftiont. opal ostd hee ‘Bar _ 
wat Ho aus: Jvotinnsy oadt ro: ivaed” oF cimse sabe tl OPES, a 
ite 1 DET ok wert 2g epatrc.- hy OMe s el. 4D atmt. oof i €o PORE TE See q 
| fea ten fon - «fe ne fontitind 4 be ut By eet Sh ta or te ma GW fe one kato Lp ES 
ian ve. yliner pet? at ordre s oud cit cavord wltcom.ck sup iges .3 
* Yeeratn of te Sy aes ons aoa ovo Ad Weiss etter ob ‘: 
a vente gemota, totety roves A Keete- aettsetlos bic tr g a 
- Weep a Wpadoe ntlooted meo Beceyant ~hac xem’ yurudeep ree 9 
HLor orn Youth axrodw _nonote ”: Rete.-loo LL of wvous fierywet t/ 
Loney gis WHERE: toektoona sAF owsyitg oF - ti ati fora a9 CG RO 
ok DR eed. om ‘Pita .6' doe.’ puna Hote sae oo ii sidaltey $n 
mogete da tL botand. orty a octoabrs, . fats of ot bite mee 
verclenercdon GER oct. yo Esib Chon tat “to: Gomi SED) 
ie gALIGHe ARE WOKE! etn nt toda: azine me to trkt ee 
ee ne gugo to etinien? eoves lft att mo vt bedmogak 
tf i OR” OOS el Deed 


gnortsnrt +f od “A. 

baa sono $8 wilt et er ‘vor teas 
esto gent: Gn Le octw Pot rbiN ‘eget at oe 
-@ cinch ovom toed ern ft eun’' to 


ne 





‘to > 
* en 


ivestetel ‘tud mired . yEbad 
“on store oes. ele as}: : 
Piette atial: we. pial “LS osir ss - 
\ Leaitae ost totte gorants 48h oer: 


— one Se ee ro ne 
Sa ee re eo teen ee ee 
iimoe = =e % 
vets 2 
z 


et aoe act Ok” aie boyotse toot han 
Agabitoteb an asay dome oF dyer ay: 
went BeOBag: ede e808 «tobtan “Pkert:o’ 
en i je ea Lib igh goto Mia rer # oink 


— 







One? ond. eh 
ae: ae Boktost oe 
ae fe cual 


Me afer 
* Yetwrorsnon 
Sandu at ae ie eo Rt 


Soles Sean te yameten 





ak noni oor, ‘oot ttt eet ‘at eorenrt)- 


BA: Mend: Se OF: bons ees 









7 


ae 


tertinbs -erng- ‘I. ‘Ber 
@ Ot p felries olf arth ae dh ar 


Si leh. #2o0m- Gnd --ob 


ry ibe 


fie 
4 


a's i 
esr be podvinee: pr be 
echt grow 2.5 dp aaa ae 

ests Tegait.3 appa 

Sond bo -OubS ast: 

“J aseld-nri boone 

ote ood se tat sgkeoge 

ee tote. p mobe 
uo “ie BEER ODE | 


” 
* 


vaW YORK SHELL OLUB NOT#S 


Wt Nog 23 Avril 1956 page 5 


LIST OF MEMBERS OF 


HONORARY MEMBER: 
LIFE MEMBERS 3 


THE NY YORK SHELL CLUB 


Dra William K,Emerson, American Mus.N.H., New York 
Dre and Mrs, Julius Wisoff; 304 Beach 147 St., Rockaway 


Beach 94% New Yorks 


Miss Raeher ine Ahders 
125 We 76. Stes. N.Y,23 
peaie Ate aker 
140 Cabrini Blvd, NoY 233 
Mrs, Molly Baker 
55 Ocean Aves, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
jirs, Dorothy Brennan 
3213 32 Ste, Long Island City, 
Neve 
lirse Charles J. Brown 
17 Gutheil Lane,Great 
Dre Henry Bunje 
Bellevue Hospital, N.Y.C. 
Miss Ludmilla Chirin 
6087 70 Aves, Bklyn, N.Y, 
Miss Mataneh Cohen 
7131 linnse, Forest Hills 76,NY 
Miss Nessa Cohen 
208 We 23 Ste, NeY. 11 
lr, Edward FyCowles Jr, 


Neck, LeI, 


12 Hillcrest Av,,New Rochelle, NY 


lir,&iirs, Anthony Dt Attilio 


44 Lynvood Dre,Valley Stream, NY 


Dr, William Dodd 
Beach Haven, New Jersey 
Mrs Elizabeth’ Ann Hddy 


Mr, Edward Karlin: 

2715 Webb Aveo, NY 63, NeYe 
Mr. Nick Katsaras 

479B S,.Washington Ave. 

Bergenfield, N, Jersey 

lire Bernard Katz 

81 Jane Ste, NY. 14, NY 
Miss Maud T, King 

444 88 Sto, N, Yg, 28,5. NY, 
Mr. Michael Krassner © - 

3040 Brighton 3 Sts,Bklyn 35, NY 
Mre Stephen Kurtz - 

681 West 193 Ste, NeY¥e33 
Mr, Maurice Kurzman ; 

75-29 167 St,Flushing 68, Nie Mee 
Yr, Stephen Kurzweil 

285 Remsen Ave.,Bklyn 12, NY 
Miss Emmeline Lang 

8917. 92 St.,Woodhaven 21, NY 
Miss J,Esther Levis 

Shoreham, Vermont 
Mre Leonard Lewis’ 

c/o Inkinovitz, 20 E,100 St, 

Nexa 

Dr, William H, Léery 

83 Taylor St, Staten T5910, N ev. 


3l Beech Street, East Oronge,N. J}iiss linrjorie Love 


lires Mrs, Harold Feinberg 
2334 Tiebout Ave, Bronx 28,N Yeo 
Mrs, Allen Freas: 
544 First Sta, Wes tficldyNeJ. 
lire Sam Freed 
1806 Menor Dre,Uniog, Nede 
Miss Gigi Goldman 
150 W. 76 Ste, N YC 
Mr, Frank Hausma 
176 Thompson Ste, C/o Lyon, i 
Miss Ruth Guinon 
169 Castle Wall AveElberon,Ne Jo 
Miss Anne Israel 
Fairhaven, Locust Lane, Roslyn, 
Tieleg Nets 
Mre George Jacobs — 
834 Riverside Drey NeYedyNeYe 
Dre Walter Jacobs © 
585 West ind Aves, NeYeX5 
Mr, Morris K, Jacobsoy 
455 Beach 139 Ste, Rockavay 94 
Mr, Richard I, Johnson 
1192 Greendale Avee, Needham, 
Masse 





1356 Bushwick Avee, 
Miss Pat Lynch .- 

104 Hicks St., Bklyn, New York 
Mre Brooks McCormack - 

48 Ee53 Ste, NoYe223 Nu Ya 
My, Jack H, McLellan 

27 Vassar St,Garden City,L. T% 
Miss Margaret WeRae 

320 He42 Ste, N. Yo Ces N¥ 
Mre' dglitlzer 

10 Ridgewood Rds, S i seh Ne Js 
Dr, Sarsth E, Mossew 

1876 University Aves, Bronx 53, NY 
Dr, David H, Mones 

1876 University Av.,Bronx 53,NY 
Miss Mayo Nickerson: 

15 Gramercy Park, N.Y. Co 
lirs, Bertha Petersen 

48 Holly Aveo, lineola, N.Y, 
Mr, Neil Petersen Ditto 
Mr, Carl Petersen Ditto 
Mr, Jomes Poling’ 

400 Ee 59 Stes NeYeCosNeYe 


Bklyn 7,N,Y 
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No 
ire & Mrs, Georg ay 
lir,s & lirs, George Raeihle 

7924 Ankener Avég, Hlnhurst 73 

Big 

l'rs, Ruth Rodriguez ‘ 

229 Seaman AVGe, NeYe 34, NY 

Mre David Ross 

369 Bleeker Ste, N.Y. 23,NY 
Miss H, Schroeder 

8907 89 Aves, Woodhaven 
MYre Eddy Slater ° 

14 Nassau Dre, Great Neck,L,I, 
Mre & iirs, WD, Starling 

217 We26 StogNeVeCe. 


Rly NY 


COLLECTING OLIV SHELLS IN 

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA, 
At the March meeting of the Club 
Dr, and Mrs, Wisof¢xf brought a 
sizable CcobLection of lovely 
syvecimens of Oliva sayana which 
they had collected and cleaned 
in Florida, and which they offer=- 
to the members as a gift, We un= 
dertook to inquire of the Wisoffs 
under what conditions they had 
found these wonderful shells and 





had to be taken early in the mor 


nimg , when there was a minus 
tide in the wee early hours. The 


shells we received were collected 
at about 6 AM, before the sun or 
the tides roses If the minus tide 
occurred during the day, no 
olives could be seen, The shells 
lived in sand, at the end of a 
semicircular trail about 6 or 

10 inches long, The shell was 
half covered in the sand at the 
end of this half moon, 2bout one 
quarter of the beautiful glazed 
surface covered by a Lae ge As 
soon as the animal was handled, 
it withdrew completely into the 
shells, She this occasion, as was 
previously reported in these 
NOTES, the Wisoffs took one mag- 
nificent snecimen of the scalled 
golden Tanama, a gleaming golden 
Colored syecimen of this shell. 


he shells 
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Dre Wilson Swanker ; 
133 E,58 Sto yNeYe22,NY 
Mrs Fred Tobleman: ‘ 


125 Franklin Ave,Ocean Grove,N, J 


New Jersey 
Mre G. Usticke 
Christiansted, St,Croix, 
Virgin Islands 
Miss Katherine Wellenkamp 
3526 79 St, Jackson Hts 72 
New York 
Mrse Bernard Wicherm 
62-08 99 Ste, Forest Hills 75 
New York 
fathilde P, Weingsrtner 
17 Amelin Cts, Staten 1.10, NY 
Mr, George B,Wilmott 
5910 Amboy Rd, Staten ISe7, NY 


In addition they took mother shell 
that was jrst as golden in hue as. 
the first, but this one had ae 
oriinal, normal brownish ting 

in small specks along the a 
proving again, if proof were still 
needed, that the golden Panama is 
merely a color phase of the usually 
provwnish decorated sayana, Since 
many of us go to Florida, it would 
be interesting to try to repeat 


Dre & Mrs, Wisoff's experiences. 
x % x * 


Miss } 


JUST RECHIVED: The AMU report of 
the 1955 conventions plus the 
revised membershiv list. This 
booklet contains abstracts of 911. 
the papers read plus 2 beguiling. 
running account of the activities. 
prepared by Mrs, Margaret Teskey, 
the Secretarye An accou t is 2 
also given of the proceedings of. 
the pacific Division, In addition 
there are victures of both groups 
and a photo and obituary of Calvin 
Goodrich of Michigan, The death” 
of this scholar was a real loss 
to our science, for here if any- 
where was the knowledge that could 
have produced the long needed 
revised and usable mondera th of 
the American pleurocerids, the 
most difficult of all shells, as 
far as we are concerned, to deter~ 
mines mkj 
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MGAT CLUB MENTING: Sunday, Septmeber 30 at 2PM in 
ROOL 419 of AMZRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, ALL 
WiLCOME TO THIS INITIATION OF TH Nav SEASONS!$ Among 
other features an-iliustrated report on the A M U conven-= 
tion in San Diego, Califomias nembers 
These noves are distributed free of charge to all regular, The dues 
fer membershin are 52 per year, Corresponding members (dues “1 per 
also receive these notes without further cost, Address all 
ris te the Hditor at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway 94, N.Y. 
NNER T, Bea ETE HELTER TEES EES TIE NSE MEI ED HEN HIKE TE ERIE, HR 
TRIP, On June 9 the Club enjoyed its annual field trip 
oint near Tottenville on Staten Island. A larger than 








in 1905. The greatest rarity here is Epitonivm rupicolum Kurtz 
(fcraurly E, lineasum Say) which was discovered in very l-rge 


numbers, 3everal of them alive, The shell here is generally en- 
t2red) sed with a purmlish brown color, so thet it looks some~ 
what; t most lots of this synecies, Another fine 

Sre.J. he the white form of Urosalpinx cinereus Say, 





by the Brooklyn conchologist Silas C, heats 
Ades between the tyvical gray-purple color and 
feei the nome is useful for quick reference to 


nanica 7 






interet: 
Vi ¢ Dus we ft 
this unusual fom, We also found a brilliant orange varicty 
which might be called var, totteni, which is as distinct in its 
way as gitkinae even though intergrades are present. (Named in 
horor of General Josevh G, Totten, famous military engineer and 
concholecist), The most interesting point ebout all this is that 
among the Wards Point Urosalvinx we find a brillian array of 
colors ranging in many degrees of gradation from’ the typica gray- 
ish purple to the white (aitkinae) in one series, and to the 
orange (totteni navarg) in the other, Wany specimens are nicely 
banded, Nevertheless, in 2 large lot collected at Oakwood Beach, 
only a few miles away, the only color taken is the tynBccala 


(@) 
oO 


a 
aitkinae 


* * * * 
SHELL AUCTIONS, The last few weeks of the 1955-56 Shell Club scan 
son saw the holding of two interesting, remunerative auctions. 
The first was the much advertised one held by our Club at the 
Yationel “Arts Club on Mey Ge This auction, conducted in his 
usual lively and original menner by our former President, Dre 
Walter Jacobs, brought a handxome financial scant habe by to our 
treasury in the form of == what withs ales taxes and the like -- 
Voluntary contributions in exchange for shelgs and pooks, The 
good results were all the more surprising in light of the oo 
paratively small attendance and the not very rich ee 
material, That it did achieve this respectable and praiseworthy ‘ 
success is further tribute to the skill and energy of our auctioneer 
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au UT 24 
(Cont.) -On june 16 =the the home 
nut Nill, Philadlephia, 
notevorsy recent events in 


Noa 


August 1956 page 2. 


of Miss Hlizabeth Wistar in Chest+ 
was held what may well be one of the’most 
shell history, namely the revival, after 


mer yeors, of the classical shell auctions which constituted 
such important social and scientific events in Victorian England,’ 


The auction was a 
some of them not likely to 


great success and many rare items changed hands, 
appear again for sale in many years, 


Our om Bre Alsaker was successful in procuring the fine sam- 


ple of that outstandingly rare 
e= one of the greatest 


volute, Cottonia nodiplicata 
rarities among many such in the world, 


Cox 
Space 


forbids a listing of the wonders which changed hands at this event, 


cas 


av 


it will be good neves 
part of the sale will go on 


as 


to most of us to learn that the second 
sceduled on Scptys 8, 


Details about 


this sale {in the form of a beautifully printed catalogue and an 


answerepostcard) heave already been sent thru the mails, 


People 


who have not yet received such data, should get in touch with 
Miss Wistar at 200 Montgomery Avenue, Chestnut Hill, Pila,18, Pa. 


the 


event the success it was, 


arrangements made by Miss Wistar did much to make this 
Delicious food boxes were provided for 


out of towners and ice cream and cokes vere present in large quane- 


tities, The setting itself 
in a ficld o8 stately shade 
from colonial times... Among 
bott or the Acad of Nat Sci 


we vaderctand that 
Oresert,. New York 
Dr, and lirs, J, Wisoff, 











Sheil Club membe 


was delightful, a spacious barn set 
trees near a 
the people present was Dr, Tucker Ab- 
of Phil, who succeeded in filling many 
wanes in the shell collection of that. institutions 
several other institutions had personal buyers 
rs who attended included: 

(who walked off with a fine large specimen 


beautiful home dating 


In addition 


of Megnlotractus), Mr, Nick Katsaras, Mr, Edward Cowles, lirs, Chas. 
Brown, Dr. William Bodd, Mr. Anthony D'Attilio and Mr. Morris Ke 
Jacobson, who officiated as auctioneers 

* * x 


NOTE FROM iiALACOLOGICAL CLUB OF 
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA: . "It, is with 
Pleasure we announce’the first pub- 


EXCHANGE NOTEs A recent issue 
of the Hawaiian Shell News, pro- 
bably the best edited and most 


lication of our Club, vize"Thaididac" pnteresting of club periodicals, 


by ir, Berard C, Cotton, F,R.2i5. 


the eminent Curator of Molluscs, Adcla 


Museum, S,Australia, In addition 

to tventy illustrations, it includes 
@ Checklist of all Australian spe~- 
Cies, the tynical ones being figurede 
It is right up to date and classi- 
fies Austrelinan Thaididae properly 
and completely for the first time, 
The issuc is limited and is available 
at the vrice of 2/6 per copy, post= 
age included, Address is J,Hariley, 
Mol,Ciub of Victoria, 351 Gien= 
ferrie Rd,, Molvem, S.H.4, Nel- 
bourne, Victoria, Australiae" 

**41t might be a good idea to send 
in amass order for all our membe- 

ts who désire a copye We will 

80 into this on Septs,s80. 


devoted some space to the article 


pf Mr. D'Attilio on Hamlocantha 


scorpio in our issue 23 (Apr.'56) 
fhe cdibor agreed that Tony's 
observation regarding the distine 
tion between scorpio and its 
relatives rota and anatonica 
was quite valid, Thus this col- 
umn of Tony's SOM RARER SHELLS 
constitutes a real original con» 
tribution to the science, 

x - * . 
In Nyack Bay, South Hampton, Long 
Island, lives Epitonium championi 
Clench and Turner, & newW_Speciles 
for the New York area, It would 
be worth someone's while to get 
9, specimen or two or fifty or 
a hundred (for distribution}) 
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In the oseriodical ViawUs, ich B 
the organ 


Society of Javan, 


ay 


Kuroda deseribe 





“1-2 neu species. of Cyorava, the 
date.of bEtGe tion. bclum Dots 


1OS 


1938, vols, 
holotyoc measuring 78,mn,in, Length, 
ltvigistild:-cxtrenciy renc. and the 
only specimen in my .collection is 
a decoritcted d.ad shell showing 
LICtLe colors 


Py dy OP as Ze Weaaaa m= 
NOgdaSe  Urrones 
the. iareer sheLlh, ,the 





The other species described 
was. Bg langfordi, There are.ty 


ea een Se Senay 
sovcimens in the writer's collect 
ion, one soccimen measuring, 50 mm 
and the-seconds52 ma,. These com= 
yare with the original description 
of 5043 mm, The spire and sides 
are covercad with - heavy reddish 
orange en he nk Re sbaGk }48 
my buff covercd.with « reddish 
bromm uattem, the base of the 
shell is @ecamy orange end the 
anerture has about 27 or 28 fine 
teeth om vach side», 

My recent exn rience after 
Speaking with few collectors 
and the receding of much literature 
on ,Gowries... is to..wealize bow. 
very much in the categories of rare 
ities E,langfordi, still remains » 
Due to this, very few cowry fans 
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Wy YORK SHULL JOTAS Noe24 August 1956. page 3 
SOM8 -RARGR. SHALLS (12) have any ides of what these two 
by Anthony D'Attilio species even look like, There are 
Te | 004 good illustrations in black and whit 
CY? PRAGA LANGIORDI, Kuroda of both shells in the same issue of 
VaNUS referred to, There have bea 
no other ».ublished figures to my 
beer AE Oy knowledge. 
ier > 
wee ‘ % * * 
Pn, “, 7 A YSLLOY S2:3CRIIN of the common 
AAAS mud snai Ne ius gsoletus 2 
Ke Dr erty mud snail, Nassarius obsoletus Says 
a eric ia was collected alive 22 Aug 1955 in 
55 us Great Yond estuary, east of Fal- 
Po isa , mouth on Cape Cod, Dr, Chas,Jenner 
Actuaj size studying the size distribution and 
other factors of Nassarius in the 
suell estuary, was taking sq fte 
povulation samples with a Ietersen 
dredge, One of his students found 
the ycllow Nassarius \hile helping 
Un oe sive a dredge sample, This sample 
soaks hod come from water of one ft, 


devth located three ft, west of the 
Eondts vestern shore and 1000 ft, 
se (2nd downstream) of the narrow 
entrance of Fearch ?ond into Great 
Pond, Taken back to the Lab and com 
pared with normal black Neobsoletus 
of the srmé size under the binocula; 
microscope, no voint of difference 
could be found, excent in the mell 
colors 1t is. aigvveulile of four 
“whorls, the first two eroded’ and 
smoothed over and grey-hite, ~s in 
nompl obsoletus of this size, The 
third imorl is grey-broim becoming 
deen yellow first at the sutures, 
and the final fourth whorl is entire- 
ly yellow, The third and fourth 
vhhorls are entirely uieroded - ith 
sculyture intact and uncovered 
ana the snerture is verfect, as 
is common in specimens of this size, 
Attennt was made to raise this 


a 
c 


rare MWessarius to more easily visi~ 
ble size, but its ow adventurous 


escave from its dish vroved fatalk 
and so our snecimen is on one cighh 
of on in, long, In the collection 
of literslly thousands of N,obsole~ 


tus from the same estucrry, no other 
off-color individual was founds 


@---~[fataneh Cohen 


Be NOR CA Te 
LONG ISLAND SEHELLs: Caecum 


sulchcllum Stimpson, 2nd Cgcooveri 
G Smith revorted from Gerdiners 
Baye We never saw a svecimen from 
heres 


eye 
RAR 
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BOOK REVIT "COWRY SHELLS OF THE WORD! 


pagan : : by Joyce Allen 
This is the first illustrated and complete up to date book on 


world cowrles, There are more than 650 illustrations and a very 
peadable text, The author brings together in this book much of 

the gist of the PRODROME of Schilder anda Schilder, the researches 
of T,Iredale and other workers, What makes Miss Allents work val- 
vueble in my estimation is that she does not uncritically accdapt 

the results of these scientistis, Throtghout she states the pos= 
ition of the amatcur and colilector who, confronted with the un- 
believable number of new genera, subgenera, species and stibspecies, 
finds himself at a loss/ Although these scientific studies are 
undertaken with the intention of making the cowry relationships 
more understandable, the gesults more often are to create doubt and 
confusion, 


One of the curious results of this overvorking ‘and splitting 
that hes taken place in the concept of the genera, especially as 
it relntes to cowrics, is the restriction of the genus Cypraea Linne 
to one Species only, C.tigris L, of the subfamily Cypraeinac, 
Altogether there are at the” present time thirteen subfamilies in 
the fomily Cypracidae, On the subspecific level many subspecies 
are based on minor escological variations and at times from the 

on? 


study of a single specinen The strangest case is the creation of 
a species name and a new genus from the bulla stage of an immature 
cowry} 

Besides restoring some perspective to the subject of systematics, 
the book does a lot towards making understandable the changes neé@ 
cessary in the use of srnecific memes, The many new names necessary 
beesuse of synonymy and the other rules of international nomencla= 
ture, are explained in a simple neanner for the amateur, These 
changes are u avoid 


r 2 sable and cowry fans will have to get their pens 
ready to prepare many new labels, Let us hope that with Miss Al- 
lens book nost of the work has been done in this respect and 
we may look forward with some certainity as towhat we mean by 


Cypraca errones L, for examples 


Asfar as the categorics above species level are concerned, it 
would appear thet the average student stick to the term Cypraca 
for all of his cowries, It is no simple matter to find that 26 
coury soccies are now each in its owm genus, and this out of total 
of 167 or 168 in the Cypracidae, ‘It is true thet some of these 
species are subdivided into races, but these in many cases are 
very difficult to diffentiate and have not often enough been ade 
quately studied, Many of these so ealled races or subspecies 
will be recognized in the future simply as ecological wiriations 
found cormonly in the study of any lo-rge population, “hat is in= 
vortant is thnt such studies be carried out on l@ ality by compe= 
tent field workers, 

ewawenmAnthony D'Attilio. 
EDITORIAL NOTH: We agree completely vith everything Mr, Dt Attilio 
says above, having occasion to nake sinilar corments in the case 


Cy 


of the"gencra" of Australion Holiotis, However, the last sentence 
gives us paucee Tony, don't you think that it is precisely these 
Hcorimetent workers" irho, becoming bemused (or dizzy) by viewing 
vast multitudes of shells, think they begin to see things vise 
ible to no one but themselves? ‘I mention F,C.Baker and his Lyn- 
nacas, Sterki and his Sphaerids, Marrat and Nassa == but the list 
is endless,ver become hypnotized by a watch? So with shells} 
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SHYTIA MYOSOTIS Drapamaud and 
: FAYTIA SUTIFER Cooper 
ais much rennmed species (for it also appears as Alexia myo- 
and Ovat< myosotic a Pete =o 
Ovetelia myosotis) is one of the more interesting Pere | 


: Tec Vork amie 
: ini pee York, It is usually found on stones and vooden 
i So vo 


dey ve the high water mark -- since it belongs to the 
ning family Hllobiidae, of which Melampus bidentatus Say 
ot 





4 95% prominent local member, We have found it in such sit-- 
nations in good nunbers in Hamaica Bay, especially at Far Rockaway, 
e3 well as at Centerport and Huntington on Long Island, It is a 
small, rather slender brown shells, less than x in, long. There 
are two rether prominet columellar teeth, Maxwell Smith's HAST 
(CAST MARING SHELLS has tivo good figures of this shelh, In its 
habitat it is usually associated with the tiny Assiminea modesta. 
At any rete, this shell has long been thouglit to be the same as 


uvying the later setifer, Mr. John 9. Burch, from whom the 
writer first obtained the Pacific shell, was quite definite in his 
opinion on this matter, Others have also communicated this fact 

to me either orally or in private correspondence, and I have seen’ 
the statement offered gingerly in various publications, Neverthes 
less, ac far as I mow, no one has as yet definitely taken the step 


to chuck sctifer into the gaving wastebasked ofsynonorye 


a a a 








In all nore or less recent lists: of West const mollusea (e.g 
Minutes of Conch Club of S Cal Vol,48, pe9) setifer npvears, some- 
tines even together with myosotis as two distinct anc valid species, 
Hence it night be of ecnsTdcrnbic interest to note what Cooper 

Sc author of setifer, thought of his ovm brain ehild, 

this in the Procéédings of the California Academy of Science 

3 on p3i72 (less thon a year after the descrivtion of scitf6r 

pogared.. "lt appeans,” writes Cooper, coeothnat the Huropean 
Alexia nyosotis, considcred by Binney identical vith the New England 
fom, has the same character in the young on ween. ct imelzed Lor)’ 
distinguishing setifer, nomely, a row of bristles near the suture, 
and it hed even received long ago the name of Melanpus ciliatus : 
(another synonyn, MK ,J<) in Fronce from that character, This fact, 


being onitted by Binney, 1ed ne to distinguish our form as new; 
but I confess that there is no other character sufficient to dis=- 
tinguish so verinble a shell fron the form A,myosotis." 


So much for Coopers Now we can only wonder if this note will 
finally serve to stiffen the courage of some nalacologist to the 
pojnt of getting rid of the Californian name once and for alls 
Indidentally, Dr» Morrison fo the Natioanl Mus,, who in his’list 
of American Wllobiidac- (A 1 U Report 1950) still, 28 ali do, | 
keeps the name setifer, holds that our forn of nyosotis, mnging. 
from Maine to Staten Island, is actually the subspecies Penyosotis 
borealis of Conred, But that is another question which we nay take 
to in a later issue of these NCTHS, : 
weenesMORRIS K, Jacobson 
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* * * * NX? CLUB MEITING s Sunday, October 28 at 2PM in 
ROOM 429 of AMURICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL: HISTORY. ‘We 
had a splendid turnout on September 30, “nd hove to 
: see all of you again, : 
These NOTES are distributed free of charge to all regular members, 
The dues for regular membershib are %2 per year; Corres onding 
members (dues S1 ver year) also receive these notes by mail without 
further cost, Address all inquiries’ to the Editor (overworked) at 
455 Beach 1389 Sts, Rockaway Beach 94, New Yorks 
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EXOTIC MOLLUSKS IN THE VICINITY OF NEW YORK CITY 
by Edward J, Karlin 


A two year survey of the molluscan fauna of greenhouses in New 
York state has recently been completed, While it is expected 
that the results of the surveyf/ will be published elsewhere, to- 
gether with studies on the life histories, ecology, and control 
of the various snails, some records of yvarticular interest to 
mose in the Gicinity of New York City are herein reported, 


A total of 25 species of slugs and snails were found throughout 
the state, Of these, however, only four species of slugs and four 
of snails occurred with any regularity, All of these were taken 
at least once within the five boroughs of New York City or in 

the neighboring counties of Westchester, Nassau and Suffolk, 
The svecies were Limax marginatus Muller, Milax page tes Dranamaua , 
Deroceras reticulatum liuller, Delaeve Muller, Lamellaxis gracilis 
Hutton, Opeas pumilum Ffeiffer, Oxychilus draparnaldi Beck, and 
Zonitoides arboreus Say, The first four svecies mentioned,in 
déition to the Last one were found out of doors near the green~ 
houses 2s well as within them, Thus a collector should have lit- 
tle difficulty in vicking these species upe In addition, many 
commercial greenhouses welcome visitors while others will probab- 
ly admit collectors who ask permission and apices ba eget g 
Tne species of Limax, Milax, Opeas and Lamellaxis mentioned above, 
are alt introduged species, rare Thioughout the United States and 
apparently new records for the State of New York (Filsbry 1946, 
1943), It is, therefore, interesting to note that Limax mergina™ 
tus was the second most widely distributed mollusk in and around 
S greenhouses visited, occurring in almost every county of the 


3 Sate a 
















Several other exotic mollusks were found near N,Y,.C, but only 
in singlp isolated colonies, These are: Oxychilus alliarius 
iler in Suffoik Coa, Subulina octona Bruge, Queens Con, Ce~ 


= fo ee ; u = 
, Nemoralis L, Queens bGa; Discus rotundatus Muller, West 





pn er men te 


une sei ealah ly = eters a 
casster Cos (EDITORS NOTH: The last two are much more generally 
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i + 


Meny problems arige when one considers the distribution and ecolo~ 
gy of these introduced mollusks, Why are the three species of the 
family Achatinidae, confined to three of the four cowmties of 

Long Island and found nowhere else in the state? Even more spe~ 
cific is the distribution of two of them, Opeas and Lamellaxis 
being found only in greenhouses on Long Island where roses are 
grown commercially, There is no regular interchange of flowers, 
soil, or other materials between such greenhouses on Long Island 
nor do they buy their new plants or other materials from a source 
eifferent from that used by all the greenhouses of the state, 
Kariin (1956) has discussed some possible explanations for such 


a peculiar distribution but the final solution of the problem re= 
mains a mystery, 


In conclusion it might be noted that evidence has been found to 
indicate that snails and slugs are regurlarly introduced into 
this state from Ohio and elsewhere and, in time, any species might 
be introduced and the e which are already vresent may be exnected 
to spreed and to become established out of doors where climatic 
conditions are such that the mollusks cen survive, Collecting 
in and near greenhouses can be a profitable business for the 
amateur melacologists, 
LITHRATURY CITED: 
Kerlin, Edward J, 1956, Amer, Midland,Naturalist 55: 121-126 
Pilsbry, Henry A, 1946,1948, Land Mollusca of North America, 

Thil Acad, Nat ,Acis Mono,III,:Vol.I1I 
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WOTERN COM MRCIAL USH OF FLACUNA At times too the shells, thin 
PLACHN'A, by Anthony D! Attilio and flexible enough not to break 
under yressure, > re cemented side 
The Hawaiian Shell News of Auge by side on a wood panel surface. 
1, 1956 revroduces an article under heat and pressure, The rem 
by A.M, 2ovell of the Auckland sulting surface is very smooth, | 
Meseum of New Zealand on the use In this manner panels are meade in 
of these shells as window panes» any desired size and shape and are 


It is an ancient industry and st- used for coffee table tons and other 
ill thriving todny in comvetition furniture inlays. The Intest and 
with glass, However, whet I wish most spectacular use hrs been to 


to bring to the attention of the cover a wall 88 ft,long by 15 ft, 
] ; ' TW Moa =| o | 
header here is a more decorative high in a Bonwit Teller store in 


Bea of. thease shells in the U Sat ‘Pent. -The creamy irridescentett™ 
the present times ect of this Shell wall is very 

For use as lamnshades of var~ elegant and its durability and ease 
ious shaved the shélls are cut in ‘of maintenance are of great impor 


40 square wafers of about 4 ins Bances } a ; 
ee bi held together as though Mr, Powell refes to the Phil~ 


ipoine name of Kapis for Placuna, 
giass by means of approvietely It is interesting bo het oe it 
Celieate metal framing, Besides is commercially sold here as 
being translucent the shell sur- Kappa Shell. 

face he8 an opalescent quality wh 

ich is most attractive, The sha-~ 

des are made in any of the dec 

oretive shapes of usual lampshades, 


they were squares of stained 
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py Anthony D'Attilio 
CANCULLARIA ANTIOQUATUM Hinds 
Now and then I have the vlea= 


sure of having someone express an 
interest in this group of Shells, 





sf 


He ier br cg 
which are very appealing to me, 
Although the majority of Cancell« 
aria are small, averaging one 


hat a. a 


half to one inch 
are sOMe that are 
gantic, 

What is most 
bout these shélls 
acy of sculptured form that they 
possess, Comnletely roundish or 
smooth whorls er deeply indented 
cancellated or tuberculed surfa= 
ces are found, Some of the whorls 
are flattened and tabular as in 
the example illustrated, In Ce 
trigonostéama from Ceylon the tab= 
ulated whorls are barely connected 
and revolve like a sniral stair 
sase around an imaginary center, 

The genotype is C,cancellata 
Le from the Mediterranean, The 
genus seems to Yeach its fullest 
covelonpment in two separate areass 
West Central America and Japan, 
Some saattered svecies are found 
however in most seas both tropical 
end arctic, The majority of spe- 
cies are difficult to obtain due 
to the fact that they are found 
in deep water CNivs - THis eapeci~ 
Away epolies to many beautiful 
from the west coast of 
ventral Americas 

Cancellaria antiquatum Hinds 
apparently is. not common in col- 
Lestions, The two specimens in 
my collection are from Kii, Japan 
and some from anprogk, 100 fathoms. 


in height, there 
relatively gi- 


interesting a= 
is the intrice- 


toms 
_ 
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rage 8 

The color is off white to light tan, 
The colunellar plaits are not as stro 
ly developed as in the majority of 
Species, The umbilicus is open as 
in C, trigonostoma, being connected 
only towards the very tive 

* * *« 


SOME "LOST" SHELL COLLECTIONS. 

By Michael Krassner 
During the past summer it was my 
food fortune to arrange the mol-= 
lusk collection of the Columbia U, 
Paleontological Museum, This col- 
lection is located on the 2 floor 
of Schermerhor Hall, and has pro= 
ven to be the resting place of’sev- 
eral old collections» However, 
since the University's affiliation 
with the AMNH, many of these were 
myed to that institution, Many 
fine grous of shells still remah 
at CAhumbia, 

The following are the collecti- 
ons best represented: The Van 
Nostrand Coll., formed in the 
late 19th century by M,van Nostrand 
of publishing fame, The Ferguson 
Coll., pert of the sixty some odd 
thousand svecies of invertebrates 
collected by D,..Ferguson who lived 
at 138 VWikson St, in the late 1800's 
In addition there are species from 
the Thomas Say Coll, made by this 
first great American conchologist 
and from the C, Wright Coll,, mace 
in Cuba for the AMNH, Needless to 
say, all of these collections con= 
tain contributions from most of 
the famous’collectors of the time. 

The Say, van Nostrand and Fer= 
guson collections contain land, 
marine and fresh water shells, 
many of whaéch are extinct today 
(Dysnomia folliataHild, = flexucsa 


Raf. eing the most valuablejan_d 
many of which are quite rare {Vol w 


uta deshaysii Reeve,Haliotis tri- 
costalis Lam, 211 the rare Cardium 
etc.). TheWright collection is 
made un exclusively of Cuban «nd 
West Indian land shells, none of 
which are valueble today cither as 
scientific specimens (poor locality 
data) or collectors items (common), 
Dr. Imbrie of Columbia sssured 
me that the specimens still at 
Columbie in no way represent the 
size or duality of the original 
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'\.eet1ionsS, 
‘aang to the AMMTH and the break-= 
ge ond souvenir thefts of speci 
~ens during the past war, when the 
sollection was moved into a shack 
yn back of Schemerhorn Holl, 
chis building was occupied by 
amy os vert of the lienhattan 


ects 


ot 


the 


t 
* *ioyoFian Sholl News 
2, 


hs 
CONUS GLORIA ge REDISCOVERED - 
on page 115 of Vol, 4 of our 

sa contenmproarw we find the excite 
ing story of the recent discovery 
of nnother young gloria moris, It 


“ng found in 30 to 40 fect of water we know, not one of thes¢numerous 
of the Island of Bohol in the Phil, genus mokers has 


s,; The specimen, a 2 in, baby, 
“ag identified by Dr, Clench,’ 

We don't know exactly how, 
but we think this bears out our 
contention nade in #9:2 of these 
WOTES, nomely that the shell is 
not uncomrion and is probohly being 


found right now in many locnlities, 


Hovever, the essential elckent of 
nerson vresent who knows 
that it is rare, is still missing, 
The rare coclocnnthus fish, which 
figured so prominently in nevws~ 
paper stories recently, had been 
caught and eaten by natives for 
“srades, but as soon as 2 spoiled 
socaimen reached the hands of a 

: who knew, the rare beerne come 
roe We repeat, we think this is 
zolng on right now, Leave a place 
in your Cone collection for this 


syecies§ Wetll all have it soon } 
% oa * * 
AGAIN: WHAT IS A GsaNnus? 


“5 pe 104 of her excellent: work 
 Cypraeidac of the World, DYo 
Joyce Allen writes as follows to 
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The main ressons are but off hand we'd say that in any. 
aforenentioned transfer of spe= number of cases we have seen 


genus-building before, 
ir, Burch and any number of com= We 


proj. ~petent malacologists in all parts i 


esteem=ve must tonfess 


a eres 
to e6eb of f a subspec~ 
are sunposed to 
We hve 
subject of 
and so have 


er diagnosis 
ies; ond here we 
see a genus describede 
alrendy svoken on this 





of the world and since our noble 
sicence began its weary journey 

to nomenclatorinrl spability. We 

are a very vatient fellow, but stiil 
to being slightly 
infurinted not, 1s might be though* » 
that our warnings are 50 glibly 
disregarded, but, that as far 2s 


ever taken the 
trouble to sit down to exnlain to 
us jvst why he acts as he doese 


Wouldn't one feel that if = person | 


sets up 2 nev genus on such fri~ 
volous grounds (and then the genus 
contains only one species), would 
not he feel, 2s did our founding Me 
fathers when they penned the Decla» {3 
ration of Independence, that a de» 
cent resvect for the opinions of ! 
nenkind vould impel them to set 
forth the reasons for acting 7s 
they do, Inste rd we fee a cool 
disregard for common 8 ense and 
the welfare of science which keenvs 
them from even considering the 
wei-‘hty recsons that are brought 
ogainst their procedures =~ by 
far better men than he who tyves 
these lines, Perhavs our type- 
writer ran away with our feelings 
end sonewhat exaggerated our dismay. 
But what can one do when @ very i 
invor tant museum classifies its © fi 
display collection 6f Cyorreas Le 
using all the fantastic new gen= 
eric names, 25 sure 4 Way as 
scaring the daylights out of any 
beginning collector as can be con= 

e rest our casc, 


distinguish the genus Cyproca 5eSe ceived, W 
from Pantherinaria Sacco 15903 * * * 


‘The Shells (of Pantherinaria) 
wre like those of the genus Cy=- 
praca, but the svots are smaller, 


‘nd the lowest ones are orange red 


instead of blackish brovm," We 
re very amateurish in the field, 


WR WaVaR IW: an idiotype is a H 
svecinen that the author of a new 


species has examined and has de 
clared to be identical with the 
snecies he had in mind, 
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* * %* ¥ NEXT CLUB MZZTING: Sunday, December 9 at 2 FM in 
ROOM 419 of AMBRICAN MUSWUM OF NATURAL HISOTRY. 
iW? IMPORTANT YROGRAM NOTE BELOW!$5 
These NOT2S are distributed free of charge by mail to all regular 
members of the Wi YORK SHELL CLUB, Dues fer regular membershin 
are 32 per year. Corresronding members (dues (1 ver year) also 
receive these notes by mail without further cost, Address all 
inquiries to the Editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, 
New York, 


THF RODE T DEY TIN CREO VM ENS COTA VERY EC PRUREY BY REY eC an SENIOR NAR RR RL Se OLN ee a Lone OM ES AM SAB OAR MO SE BE Se 
KKK K IT KARE EEETE ETELEERE LER EER TEED ER BERR KSEE THIER HI TOR BH 


TMTORTANT FROGRAM NOTH 
We hove again succeeded in gettim@Dr, Ruth Turner of Harvard Unin- 
ersity to adress us at our next meeting, We all know how inter- 
estingly Dr, Turner talks and how thorough her knowledge is, She 
is the author of numerous definitive papers on malacology (some 
of them in JOHNSONIA) and‘is one of the best workers in the field, 
In addition she is a warm, friendly person who hes the knack of 
making everything she says interesting for amateurs and yvrofession= 
als alike, As to her topic Dr, Turner writes as follows: “My t alk 
will be on the historical side, Malacologists of Eastern U Se Last 
year I gave a talk to our club -- a variation on this theme and 
then ended up with a series of slides of New England shells which 
everyone tried to identify, We gave shell prizes to the three 
highest scores," Your Wxecutive Council took the liberty of ask- 
ing Dr, Turner to adress us in a similar vein on Decse9. LT US 
ALL TURN OUT IN GOOD NUMBERS FOR VHAT PROMISZS TO BE ONH OF THE 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PRASENT SuASON, 
% * % x 
THE FHILADETPHIA SHELL AUCTIONS 
by Dr. ReLeAlsaker 
During the warm season of 1956 two delightful shell auctions were 
held in thiladelvhia, at Buttonwood Farm, the home of Miss Hliza- 
beth Vistar and her parents -= the family came to Pennsylvania in 
advance of William Penn, Not only Was miss Wistar a gracious 
hostess, but she was enterprising enough to revive a public auction 
of shells, stich as they had in earlier times when they were in- 
terestine events, So they were this past summer, attended by re- 
presentative ladies and gentlemen tho came from far and near, 


: There were rare shells which were somewhat costly; there were 
also other shells as low in vrice as twenty~five cents; there was 
: something for everybody, regardless of purses 


Those of us who did the bidding have been represented as grab-= 

bers of shells for our private collections; also as avid, wealthy 

bidders, But the truth is that there was bidding for at least 

: one imvortont shell institution, and there was enthusiasm for shells 

in that direction too: ‘Why should there not be, both vrivately and 
lustitutionally? Some of us not only like, but we love shells, (cont. 
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Does that indicate greed? i 
vost of us who went to those auctions were hapny and enthusiastic. we 
sat most of us felt thet this was a bond with the vast, 4 sort of 4 


historic revival, an occasion to he treasurede 


One lover of shells, Volutidae in particular, obtained more than 


a dozen volutes that he had been seeking for over a year without ¥ 
succesSe He obtained two kinds of V.turneri, Aulica ahlica, the | 


femous A.bednalli, ponsonbyi, pringlei and a treasured Cottonia a 


nocivlicata because of the spadework Miss Vistar had donee One i 
genticman Obtained a magnificent V.bednalli that he hed sought in 
meny varts of thew orld with no success, One woman was happy be= 


cuase she »nurchased several of the rare Atlantic coast Aurini3s 


es rare and precious, And many obtained shells below commercial 
price, llany precious friendships were made» 
Brae NG, 





RD.NOTS, Dro Alsaker, who always spoke to us so warmly and in- 

terestingly about his precious Volutes, is now living in St, Peters, 

burg, Florida, where he writes he is very happy (as who vouldn't 

be?) Your alert Editor immediately appointed him official St. 

Petersburg correspondent for our publication, and was delighted 

to receive word from the good doctor that he accepts the vost and tr 

will send us items of general interest, Since Drs Alsaker is the 

editor of the magazine Health Culture, the Editor feels that this 

would be very wonderful, since our “NOTTS can well use a little 

more professional touch, 
x * * * 


TURTHER NOT3S ON HOMALACANTHA 
py Anthony DtAttilio 

In the Mew York Shell Club Notes #23 I wrote of a quick way to 
identify the three most characteristic svecies of the Murex group 
now known as Homalaccntha, In the Hawaiian Shk1l Notes of Septe 
1956 there are some remarks on the nomenclatorial status of these 
names by Drs R.Tucker Abbott. The three names dealt with here are 
E.ssorvio, Hyrota, and Haanatomicae 


H,scorpia Linne 1758 is the correct name for the most delicate of hy 
the the three species and hes four large digitations on the outer al 
lip. He 
E,anatomice Perry 1811 is the correct name for the shell with thee Hi 
digitations, ‘This shell has been generally known as rota Sby. al 
H,nele Tilsbryis the right name for the shell with only two dige Di) 
iiations on the outer lip, This shell has been sold by Japanese i 
dealers under the name Homalacantha anatomica, 


be, Abbott points out further that in the Check List of Recent tlh 
liollusks of Japan by Kuroda and Habe, the authors were aware that ‘ 
Terry's name pnd Sowerby's applied to the same shell, However, 

I note that the authors of the checklist have but one name in 
their list, The obvious inference is thst they are not aware of ie 
the difference in the two shells, If ony dpecific differences ay 
can be shoim between Hepele, a Hawaiian snecies, and the Japanese HH 
shell, then the Japanese shell still remains to be described. 
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BOOK REVLEN or i 

T'3 COLLICT SHELLS, covyright 1956 by Shell O11 Coe, This 16 
y orinted little 12 page pamphlet which contains some Very 
ting and mainly correctinformation for the beginner, I1vs 
ngs (211 nicely tabbed on the margin for easy reference =~ 
in a 12 vege pamphlet!$) are "sea Shklls, whatare they?; “the — a 
shell as an architect", "let's meet some shells", “where to look, " i 

‘starting & collection, here's how", A few common shells are weil 
strated and labelled, only Pecten nodosus suffering from 4 





6. that on. 

will the animal “contract quickly and crack the shell," The author 
makes you thaink thot most if not all bivalves will do this. ‘Ye 
got ovr copy by sending away for it to the Shell Oil Co, office in 
New Yorker Ct ty Fa mkj ‘ 





% % x 
SHELL COLLECPION FOR SALE 
A rather large collection of shells in a specially constructed 
cabinet is for sale in toto, Those interested should get into con~ 
tact with Mrs. de Sedle at 574 iiadison Avenue, N.Y, The author of 
the collection heving died, the heirs are trying to dispose Of it. 
a ee ee 
THE TROYICS IN NEW YORK CITY 
In 1884 Dr, A. Verrill reported the taking of a live specimen of 
Argonauta argo out 100 miles south of the easter end of Long Is~ 
land (Moll, of N.Eng.coast, pe247-8),. This made us recall the time 
we nicked up a few svecimens of the rams hom (Spirula spirula) on hi 
the beach at Hither Hills Park near Montauk, Long Islend, This was i 
in 1988, very early in our shell carreer and we sfiill recall into 
what wild transports of delight this find put us, The beruty of 
the shells together with the thought that they had come to prosaic 
Nev York from the mysterious seas of the distant south made us caper 
ebout like a madman,, Then on another occasion we picked up a few 
strands of sargasso week in Rockaway, more messengers of the lordly 
fulf Stream, In 1955 Rockaway was visited by a number of Physalia, i 
the @readed Fortuguese man-of-war (see NOTES #16) and threw a 
crowded beach of bathers into paroxysmas of fright. Does anyone 
wonder then that we keep walking the outer beaches of Long Island 
in the scersistent hove that the vagrant storms which sent us Spirula, 1) 
vhysalia and the Sargasso weed, will some day deposit at our feet i 
a perfect Little Argonauta, mkj 
* * * * 
THi HOOKED MUSSEL (iYTILUS REURVUS Raf.) IN N@W YORK Ht 
by Morris K, Jacobson ‘ Pit 

In Verrill (Cat.Morine Moll, new to NeEnge pe577, 1882) we read that 
the specics Mociole hamatus Say (now knovm as Mytilus recurvus) 
ts reported ss living on the oyster beds in New Haven Harbor and in 
ong Island Sound adjacent, Verrill goes on tos#&ate that these 














Specimens probably were “imported with the southern oysters, planted 
sece In Boring, It is not certain thot it lives through the winter 
inhis latitude," I have occasionally found single valves of this 


imem shell on Staten Island, but always agreed with many obser= 
vers wnat it does not properly belong to our fauna, On one occasion 
I visited the Todd Shipyards in Hoboken and saw the men cleaning 
miilions of these shells from the hull of a victory ships thot had 
been anchored in Newport News, YW always suspected that my isolated 
Svecimens came from this sort of operationg Sow it seems that this 
form can take advantage of the warmer summer waters hereabouts to 
“ss uy short lived colonies that die as the bitter Labrador Currm t 
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Abbott's statement 


ers swing in to shore. However, I suspect that 


‘ic, SeSNLSy De 353) of rnnge s~ Cape Cod to West Indies) is quite 


extrane for the northern limit, The same thing may »robably be 

-oid of Johnson (Moll, Atl.Coast, p.27) who gives only Rhode Island 
ag the northem limit, In all liklichood we have here the case of 
taiorary invasion that is based not unon’ regular seasonal mig~ 
ration, but rather the result of accidental, haphazrd imortation 
that may not be repeated for many years, I will look carefully for 
,ecimone of this shell, but even if I find living ones here, we can 


snecL i 
hardly claim them for the local fauna, anymore than we could claim 

- Florida Busycon that happened to survive in our warmer summer warers 
for a few days 


* * %* * * 


SHELL COLLICTING IN WISCONSIN 
by Margarct Teskey 
(Extracted from a private letter, permission to do so is still 
pending.) "I wanted a couple pieces of driftwood to work out 
an arrancement with dried wecds ~ they really re peautiful once 
you get them right, So I drove two miles to the beach, 


Beach? Reedy marech, rather; there sron't too many sandy 
beaches around Green Bay although uv the shore Lake Michigan 
gives us lots of thom, So I waded around in the shallow water 
looking for the knots which hove weathered out of the logs 
whieh were raftcd dorm the Bay during the logging early in the 
century, It was a nice day, sunny but a etic chilayy it Ts 
duck season but at that hour most of the hunters are at their 
regular jobs «,,there was a blind way out, but nobody ih ite 


So I used up an hour, maybe two, splashing around nicking up 
2. fuw (decd) Campelomas, very few huge (I think parkeri) dead 
Phy sas, lots of Lymnaca stagnalis very much Alive, Some were 
conulating at this lnte date (Nove 6) es. I was wondering if 
it was usual or ot the risk of being called another Glenn 
Webb I should renort it to somebodyee. in short I was cn- 
joying mysclf but much, when's herd comes up out of the duck 
blind ond a man yells, "Lody, will you get the hell out of 
theret!" So I GTHOOT -nd come home, with one piece of drift- 
wood and all pockets full of shells," 


% % % oT OF 

HOV MANY SFECISS OF MOLLUSKS AR# THANG 
In the Revistn de la Sociedad IMalacologica. (Vol,6,p,102) we 
find a summary ‘of the number of mollusks, living and dossil, 
that herd been made by the Schilders, We’ extract some interesting 
items; mn 1767 Linne nemed 841 syvecies, in 1822 Lamarck knew 
3,590, Tactel in 1890 has 44,060 names§, ! Hesse in 1929 
104,000; Mre recently Wenz, USing some mathematical formulae, 
estincted there must be oll toid about 128,000 snecics, And 
Schilder, using these snme formulae, estimates that there are 
cessribed and undescribed no less than 250,000 recent and 
2-900,000 fossil snccies, or more than 2,000,000 snecic's all 
told, ind further using Wenz's percentages and a chrononlogy 
set up by Barrell, the writer in the Revista assumes that 
from the Algonauin geologic era to the vresent there must 
have been about 5,000,000 snecicss, 
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FALIEVOSBUS SOLARIS Linne 
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collector shells, It nonetheless 
s since there are a few minute 
pebbles adhering to the first and 
sesond whorls, The shell is of 
2 ndle yellow ochre color and the 
smell umbilicus is open most of 
the way to the tops as in the gen- 
us Architectonica, 
The generic name Haliphoebus was 
vrposed by P, Fisher in 1380 for 
this section of the Xenovhoras and 


Ue Solaris is the genotype. 


Noe26 


October 1956 cage 5. 


As hanvens with so many shells con= 
sidered rare nowadayS, this shell 
was knovm to Linne in the 1cth 
century 2nd first described by him. 
The Iconica of Reeve has one loca~ 
lity, Malacca, by Hugh Cuming and 
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found in sven fathoms, THis 4 
in the center -of Indonesia yield. 
odin the eeriy.aavs Of,cenchno logy 


a great number of ali the Sicils 
described at that. times Amboina,s 
Moluccas, how familiar ALL. these. 
names are as one studies the des 
eriptions in all the old shell books. 
Sad to relate, in later days the 
Dutch, in whose possessions these 
isles remained for so long, did 
practically nothing to satisfy the 
interests of conchologistse 
The drawing is fromp 4 snecimen 
in the writer's collections 

OC ORES ae 


TH PHILADELPHIA SHELT CRUB 
We have just received a cory of 


“Vole yy Noge tyof ybhe EROCHEDINGS 
OF THE FHILSSHSLL CLUB (1955-56) 
This is a beautifully mimeographed 


publication of 27 pages, bound in 
a handw mely printed stat paper 
cover, It containes vapers deliver= 
ed in the course of the year at the 
various sessions of the ole SY) 2 PMI A al So af 
are articles on collecting in Palau, 
South Africa and Cayman Islandse 
The most valuable article Ts 2 hiss 
toricel accowit of shell clubs in 
America by Dr. ReTucker Abbotts. 
The copy we have, obtained through 
exchange, is the sroperty of the 
WEY, SS, Cyzand available to all mem 
bers in our amchives, However, 
copies may be purchased (51) from 
the Secretary of the’ Phila,Shell 
Club, 40 Woodale Rde, Phila,.l8, 
Penns. a 

Ho o* * = * 
JUST RECHIVED, Clench & Turner 
"Preshwater Moll, of Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida", In every 
sense of the word a splendid siece 
of. woxrk,s Tao important. generic 
name chenges: Amblema Raf, is 
now to be called Crenodonta Schlute: 
and Micromya Agassiz is Villosa 
Frierson, the reasons for the 
change are set forth clearly and 
convincingly. 
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* * % * NEXT CLUB MEETING: Sunday, Jameary 6, at 2 Pu 
in ROOM 419 of AMERICAN MUSEUM CF NATURAL HISTORY 


These WTES are distributed free of charge by mail to all regular members of 
the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB. Dues for regular nembership are $2 per year. Corres- 
ponding members (dues $1 per year) also receive these notes by mail without 
further cost. Address all inquiries to the Editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, 
Rockaway Beach 94, New York. 
SRNR SHINE SE IRENE TE HEIR IE IEEE IIE ET FORE TEE IEE 


DR. TURNER AT THE N. Y. S. C. 


Fer the second time we have had the ploasure of hearing De, Turner eddrese us. 
She spoke of the malacologists of the northeastern states and showed us pictures 
of most of the important ones. Among the New York City people she brought into 
her absorbing talk were Silas Wheat, Temple Prime and Dr. Newcomb. Dr. Jay of 


the famous catalogue was also mentioned. The second part of Dr. Turner's talk 


consisted of a series of colorful pictures of good collecting localities in 
Massachusetts, together with fine portraits of some of the denizens found there. 
And as a final treat, Dr. Turner ran a little contest in which prizes went to 
the best scores in the recognition of local land, fresh water and marine shells. 
Your humble editor entered wholeheartedly into the contest for one of the prizes 
was a fine set of Latirus prismaticus Gmelin, a species missing in his Latirus 


drawer. The other shells awarded were Viana regina and Liguus flemmellus from 
Cuba, and a fine set of Neritina. 


eH EE 


LETTER FROM THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
by G. Usticke 


"The recent hurricane 'Greta,' while far from here, did a lot of damage. Fred- — 
ericksted harbor was ruined--not a boat left afloat there; huge seas were runnin 
and the water reached record heights. Also there was a very severe rainstorm. _ 


"As a result of the huge seas, the Fredericksted beaches are loaded with shelis-- 
many alive. I found some cones that seem different from any in Johnsonia. I 
noticed that many of the shells washed ashore differed from the same shells from 
calmer waters, e.g. the Cymatium cynocephalum from the Lagoon is a rather delicate 
shell with a long "tail." Those from the open sea are much chunkier and shorter 
and much heavier--also they are more colorful. There was a magnificent lot of 
Strombus of all kinds and eolors=-pugilis was quite rare, only in one restricted 
locality, but gigas in huge quantities; also Samba, raninus gallus and sub- 


varieties. The beach in such a m that 
féeulte,* ach was such a mess you really had to work to get 
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HOTYCR'S NOTE: We hereby use whatever authority we have to designate Mr. Usticke 
ow official Virgin Islands correspondent. Together with Dr, Alsaker, who was 
alert*ty designated our Florida correspondent recently, we are now beginning to 
assts'e ourself a rather wide news Coverage. Now if we could only have a few i 
TOORL WOT ESPONCENUB mmm eeet mm eresnrnnet at enecen on erneinverrvenneneen ponents pens ennnnuis wecinter susan mk j 


A FUND FCR THE MOLLUSK DEPARTMENT 


The Mollusk Department of the Museum of Comparative Zoology is well known 
for its extensive research, its publications » and for the training of students. 
This tradition of training capable students » Which was established long ago by 
Louis Agassiz, has been vigorously continued so that today men who have received 
their training in this department are found in responsible positions in important 
museums and universities both here and abroad, 


With the idea of giving concrete support to this work, a few close friends 
of the department established "The Friends of the Department of Mollusks Fund" 
(1955). The terms of this fund are as follows: 


"To establish a fund which may be added to from time to time, the income 
fron which is to be used for the advancement of the study of Mollusks at the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology. It is requested that the income from this fund be 
expended upon the recommendation of the Curator of the Department.” 


It is hoped that, from a small beginning, the fund will increase sufficient 
ly to make it possible to pay earnest and deserving graduate students who wish to 
Specialize in Malacology for part time work in the Mollusk Department. This will 
permit them to get additional practical training in their chosen science while 
earning needed money, and at the same time will benefit the department. At pres- 
ent no such fund is available and most of the students have had to teach in com 
Pletely unrelated fields in order to support themselves. 


The fund can also be used at the discretion of the curator for certain ex= 


Penses of publication, the purchase of collections or equipment, and for travel 
expenses, 


It is sincerely hoped that friends and all those who use the facilities of 
the department will wish to contribute to this fund. All such gifts are deduct- 
ible for Federal Income Tax purposes. Contributions should be made payable to 
WARVARD COLLEGE marked for "The Friends of the Department of Mollusks Fund" and 
should be sent to: Dr, Alfred S. Romer, Director 

Museum of Comparative Zoology 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 
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CONUS GLANS HWaSS AD RELATED SPECIES 
by Anthony D'Attilio 


The acquisition of specimens of Conus glans, tenuistriatus and tendineus 
recently ceused me to look up the readily available literature, Since some of 
the cone collectors of my acquaintance showed some of my own uncertainty about 
these names, I thought it would be of interest to show below what my conclusions 
were after some study. 


Conus_glans Hwass_ 1792 (Fig. 1) Bright, freshly collected specimens were 
compared with a few from old collections. The general coloration is a grey warm 
violet color lying like a flush over brow. The warm violet fades somewhat in 
time and in old specimens the grey and violet become more slatelike. The sculp- 
ture, consisting of reised spiral cords, is quite coarse in comparison with the 
following species, The shell is of fairly even width for at least one half of 
the height of the body whorl. There is one diffused, lighter spiral band of 
color at the narrowing portion of the body whorl towards the base, Several speci~ 
mens examined are from Zamboanga P.I. 


Conus tenuistrietus Sow, 1857-58 (Fig. 2) The Cone understood as the above 
hag more often than not been considered the same or at best a variety of Conus 
glans. After studying a number of examples, I am convinced thet there are some 
important differences not only in the surface sculpture but in the form. To 
quote Cotton "These are larger and less coarsely sculptured than any of the glans 
series and seem distinct." ily own observations are that the spire is higher pro- 
portionately and the sides of the body whorl definitely slope in a gradual curve 
from the shoulder to the base and are never partially straight sided as in glans. 
The color of those I examined consists of a violet flush over the predominantly 
yellow ochre color. There is a similar whitish spiral band towards the base. 
Specimens in the writer's collection came from Portuguese Last Africa.. 


There are three other species close to the foregoing. 


Conus _scabriusculus Dillwyn 1817 (Fig. 4) (= fabula Sow.) 


This is a wide-shouldered small specimen. The painting consists of large 
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white blotehes scattered around the center of the body and over the spire; the 
nain color is a medium brown. 


Conus _tendineus Brug. 1792 (Fig. 3) ( = gramlosa Sow. 1834) 


A narrower, taller species than tenuistriatus, the spire relatively shorter. 
The sloping sides are straighter and the brown painting is disposed of brokenly 
in three bands, one over the spire, one at the center of the main whorl and one 
over the base. Besides this, there are brown bands running vertically from spive 
to base. The ground color is white. Also from Portuguese East Africa. 


Conus terebellum Linn 1758 (Fig. 5) 
( = terebra Born 1780, = coelebs Hinds 1843) 
The largest and least likely to be confused in this group. Color, white 


with two wide light yellow bands, one revolving at the center of the body and one 
close to the base. From Guam. 


In conclusion it should be noted that not all the authorities are in agree~ 
ment as to which of the names listed above are proper and those to be considered 
synonyms. 

Partial Bibliography The "Iconica" of Reeve, The "Thesaurus" Sowerby, 

"Catalogue of Comis" by Tomlin, "Manual of Coneho= 


logy"by Tryon, "Catalogue of Cone Shells in the 
South Australian Museum" by Cotton. 
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We have three species of this widely distributed family in our area, but none of 
them in the true genus Arca. All the books and lists used to give them as Arca 





Overlooking for the momert the subgeneric names, i.e. those in parentheses, we 
fing that we have two Anadaras and one Noetia, where we used to have three nice 
little Arcas, 


These clams in the north are known as blood clams, since they exude a reddish 
fiaid when injured, The first is well named for its transversely quadrate out- 
jias, with the veutral margin, that opposite the umbos, relatively straight. The 


scuoll, wiich we nave known for years es pexata and which Abbott claims has been 
know £8 gaumec is Grelin, is now known as ovalis Bruguiere, also a very good 
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very Buca reunded. Lctk of these shells are found dead and discolored on the 
beacaes of Ione Isjand, and can be dredged alive in 6 or 10 feet of water in 
Crest syten ley anc in Shinneccek Bay. They also turn up alive on the beaches 
anecaten tsland, The last is a well-known southern shell and apparently appears 
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here only as a fossil, We have collected large numbers in Rockaway, but never 
alive, The entire question as to the northern limit of this shell was gone invo 
rather exhaustively by C. W. Johnson in 1929 (Nautilus 42:83f,) From 1873 to 
1913 there were reports of "tolerably: fresh shells" many with remains of the 
heavy thick periostracum still remaining, from Marthas Vineyard, Chatham and 
other points in Mass,’ One day Johnson was surprised by a young man who claimed 
to have taken a live ponderosa near Woods Hole. However, Johnson never got to 
see this shell, and sq the case for live ponderosas north of Hatteras must still, 
in spite of strong circumstantial evidence, be listed as "not. proved." This 
last species is easily distinguished from the other arks by haying the umbos 
widely separated one from the. other by a large vertically lined shell area, 
whereas in transversa and ovalis' the umbos are in close contact. All three 
shells are well illustrated in Maxwell Smith and in Abbott. 


In some of the older works like Verrill 1873, Perkins (1869) etc. the first two 
species were called Scepharca transversa and Argina pexata » Mclean in 1951 
showed that Argina could not be used because it had been preoccupied, and hence 
suggested the new name Arginarca. However Mclean still put transversa into the 
subgenus Scazbarca. Abbott preferred the name Lunarca to both Argina (preoccu- 
pied) and Azginarca (new name), although Thiele, working with the same names, 
listed Imarsa Gray 1842 as a synonym of Argina Gray 1842, Apparently Scapharca 
Gray 1847 (type ineguivalis Brug.) should not have been’used for either 
transvevsa or ovalis (pexats) since by definition and by typé,it has the right 
valve souewhat smailer than the left, which can easily be. seen jin the genotype, 
but not in either of our shells, , reer 
















Hence Abbott is probably right in putting the first.in the. subgenus Larkinia 
(which I have not been able to look up yet) and the other in Lunarca, which is 
defined (in its synonym Argina or Arginarca) as roundly ovate. As for me I call 
them all (that is, all three of them) Arca, but back in my mind linger the other 
names like Anadara, Argina, Arginarca, Scapharca, Noetia, Eontia etc. And this 
is perfectly proper; we call our friends Joe, or Bill or Ann, but in our mind we 
retain facts like Joe being actually Joseph Percy Ferdinand Smith, Bill is 
William Aloysius Paul Brown and Ann Anna Mathilda Jones. What's in a name? It's 
‘ae shell and the ready recognition that counts -- and that we can do easily 
with our poor three species. 


KEY TO NEW YORK CITY ARK SHELLS 


Umbos far apart . . . . . . Noetia ponderosa 


Umbos close together: 


Shell outline rectangular ..... transversa 
Shell outline roundish sseos OVE 
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MYTILUS EDULIS PRLLUCIDUS PENNANT 


In every colony of the common blue mussel -- and some of these colonies are of 
prodigious extent -- there will be found scattered among the typical dark blue, 
opague shelis, a few that are of a light brown color, the color that was known 

to early conchologists as "horn color,!'Some of these light shells are hendsore ty 
decorated with beautifully outlined blue yays that gradually widen as they depart 
from the umbo. This variety has been’ called pellucidus by the;English con- 
cholgist Pennant and under this name appears in most of our faunal lists. 


Mr, Henry Dodge in his absorbing study of the Linnean names discusses this shell 
(part I, p.214). He states that this variety is always found associated with the 
typical edulis, but finds that because of certain shell differences, he feels 
that pellucidus should be considered a good species, This difference is describ- 
ed as follows: "The angle on the posterior side of the shell is more abrupt then 
in the typical edulis and is usually somewhat nearer the beaks." I have seen a 
good many mussels in my collecting about New York City, but have never noted the 
characteristics that Dodge describes, The only difference that is easily per- 
ceptible is that of color. This ig not a slight difference, for I do not recall 
ever seeing, or having heard of a color intergrade between edulis and pellucidus. 
Thus in the color factor alone we have a powerful argument for making pellucidus 
a full species. 








However, there are certain strong arguments against it, the chief of which being 
that pellucidus, wherever it appears, shows up in about the same proportion to 
edulis in every colony. I have often planned to make a quantitive analysis of 
this fact, but never got around to it. Yet it is a metter of very simple ver- 
ification: every colony of edulis contains a few specimens of pellucidus, and 
apparently always in the same proportion. 


We submit the argument that were pellucidus a good species, would it not at times 
happen that we would have 1) either a pure colony of pellucidus, 2) or, more 
likely, a colony in which pellucidus is in the overwhelming majority, with only a 
few edulis scattered about? I have never seen such a colony, nor have I ever 
read or heard of one. Everywhere we find colonies of edulis with a few pelluci- 
dis scattered about. From this it appears to me that pellucidus is a simple 
coor variety of edulis, since it does not appear to prefer any special habitat, 
hardly deserving the status of even subspecies. The only argument against my 
point of view, and confessedly it is a powerful one, is the absence of inter- 
grades. The reason for this is obscure, but can probably be detected in the 
course of breeding experiments and gene studies. ws Kis 





et RR RH 


In recent numbers of this periodical, as well as in many others far better qual- 
ified to speak on the matter, there has been much dissatisfaction expressed with 
the tendency of so many professional malacologists to increase unconscionably 
the generic names in the science. Frequent reference in this connection has bee 
made among others to a recent work on the Cypraeas of the world. However, it 
may not be entirely without interest to note that this tendency to view this 
matter with alerm has honorable historical roots in the dim beginnings of con- 
chcloey. For on page 129 of John Warren's work THE CONCHQLOGIST (Boston 1834), 
w2 fird the following statement: "“Tamarck has done much for Conchology; but I 
cwsidear he has intreased, unnecessarily, the genera of Linnaeus." Which goes 
to chow that every point of view can be extended to the ridiculous. mkj 
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IMPORTANT PROGRAM NOTE****%** At our January meeting, we will have the pleas ~ 
ure of hearing a lecture by our honorary member gnd curator of the mollusks 
of the American Museum of Natural History, Dr. William K. Emerson. This 
lecture will be accompanied by a technicolor film showing the dangers and 
delights of collecting in the Gulf of California. Wo feel that in this case, 
if ever, urging attendance is not required. See you Jan. 6! 


THE ORIGINS OF THE N.Y.S.C. **** In Dr. Tucker's Abbott's article on the 
history of the shell clubs in the USA which appeared in Vol.l1 Noel of the 
Proceedings of the P.S.C., the statement appeers that our Club w,s founded 
largely through the efforts of the present president and the editor of these 
pagese This is not quite the truth. The fact is that the Club really got 
off to its fine st,rt at the second meeting which took place fn Feb.1949. 
The efforts and support of many fine people made this possible. Those pio- 
neers who are still with the Club are the following, aside from the two 
already mentioned by Dr. Abbotts: Dr.Walter H. Jacobs, who first proposed 
the idea of such a Club and who was our first secretarys Mr. Fred Tobleman, 
who has the distinction of delivering our very first paper (on radulae); 

Mr. George Jacobs, who bravely stu€k to the simple name for our Club 

when others vaingloriously were insisting on something far more elaborate} 
Miss Henrietta Schroeder, Myre and Mrs. George Wilmott, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Freass These names I find in the minutes of our second meeting, Febe27, 
1949, Dre Jacobs secretarye 


ECHOES FROM ST.PETERSBURG. The St. Petersburg Shell Club meets this season 
twice a month, beginning in November 1956, and ending in Mrach 1957. To 

date we have had a discussion of the fa,iliy Muricidae and the family 
Terebridaee On both occasions we had a fine showing of eolored illustrations 
by Mr. Steger, the clarity of whose pictures was outstanding. 


In this mild climate we are able to go shelling all winter, whenever the 
tides are favorable, Under the leadership of Mr, Alger Blaine, the shelling 
groups gather at appointed times and places and go out with the tide, wming 
in with the rising waters; his takes place in Tampa Bay. Mmy varieties 
of shells are gathered by our memberse 


There is a controversy in Florida regarding the "fills “ 4in our bays. 

Those who have visited Miami 3each have seen the artificial islands made for 
building purposes. A conservation group wants to put a stop to the making 

of these fills in the shallow parts of the bays surrounding St. Betersburg. 
They say the fills destroy scenic beauty, interfere with fishing, boating 

end swimming (also shelling), and disregard public welfare. We were solicited 
to commend a conservation group, but the Club decided remain independent. 
However, we voted unanimously that we are in favor of conservation of natural 
resources; 


We are over 100 strong, a goodly membership for a shell Clube The shell show 
Wili be held this season February 27 to M rch 4 inclusive, at Treasure Is 
land auditorium, No water trir is essential — just drive west on Central 
Avenue, This is our big event of the yeare Come to our meetings, 

when you are in the sunny city of St. Petersturge ---—-Dre R. L. ALSAKER 


THANKS****## Once ag,gn through the unparalleled generosity of our life 
men“®-g, Dry and Mrs, Julius Wisoff, the Club has been provided with enough 
mineographing materials to keep these pages going for many many numbers to 
cone. To these very generous benefactors we send 4 big THANK YOU. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !! 
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* * © * NEXT CLUB MEETING: sunday, February 3 at 2 P.M. 

These NOTES are distribute d free of charge by mail to all regular members of 
the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB: Dues for regular aem bership are g2 per year. Cor~ 
responding members (dues #i per yesr) also receive these NOTES by mail without 
further cost. Address all inquiries to the Editor at 455 Baach 139 Street, 
Rockaway Beach 94. New York, 
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SPECIEL PROGRAM NOTEi! 
At our next meeting in the AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY (Room 419), we 
will have the pleasure of hearing from Dr, Alan Kohn, Dr. Kohn has been work- 
ing on the genus Conus, and in the course of his work has made some amazing 
discoveries regarding the feeding habits of these mollusks, He has been able 
to record on film the actual “fishing” of Conus as it stuns and captures its 
Preys This film has aroused much interest and excitement wherever it was 
showne This is the film that we shall see at our February mecting. The 
Executive Committee is certain that none of our members will need much urging 
to be present at this session; N.B, Election of officers for the coming 
year will also take place. 


* * % * * % 
THE MALACOLCGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA. We are in receipt of the annual report 
of this, one of the largess shell clubs in the world, It was formerly known 
as the Malacological Club of Victoria, In the annual report we read the fol- 
lowing: “During the past year, we were fortunate to ecure the premises in 
which we are no meeting, namely the Royal Society Building. The accomoda*ion 
is ideal for our purposes, giving us as it does, the benefit of a photographic 
screen, blackboard, a proper meeting room, complete with all comforts and in- 
cluding the use of g Committee room and supper room. The N,Y.S.C, is very 
lucky to have the use of the fine facilities of the AMNH, but what joy if we 
could have our own, our very own!The report was accompanied with a complimentary 
copy of the Society's Publication 1 on the Family Thaididae by Bernard C, 
Cotton, This is beautifully printed slick paper publication of four pages, 
One of which is a beautiful plate containing 20 figures. From the Report 
itself we learn that the publication more than paid for itself, We thought 
that this might be something for us to emulate, but we shudder at local print- 
ing costs. However, we might discuss the feasibility of such publications 
by our Club, One last comment and we're dones We always placed our genus 
Thais in the family PUrpuraeidae. Some day we hope to find out why the name 
is now Thaididge, mkf. 


* * * * ¥ 


NOTE FROM THE MINUTES OF CONCHOLOGICAL CLUB_OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (No.164). 


A few days ago one of our enthusiastic amateurs was telling me about his re~ 
Gent collecting trip, and he had taken the entire pail full of his catch to one 
of Our active describerss I suggested, 'All new species?’ 'No,! he said, 
‘only five of them, BUT they are all t7pe species of new genera making ten 
aanes in all,! I then commented, ‘What a pity you didn't turn ovdr another 
vock and get five more.’” J.Q.Be 
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ECHOES FROM ST. PETERSBURG (Pleasant to read on these drear and chilly days Ed.) 
vor years Sanibel Island has been noted for its fine shellinge We hear nostal- 
gic talk of the shelling of some years ago, withsad sighs because the shelling 
is not so good now, Then a good v_riety of fine shells could be obtained even 
in one day when the tide was unusually low, “This is no longer so,' is the 
lament, though some good shells are still found. What happened? 





It goes back to the red tide which some ye-rs ago destroyed much marine life 
in the Gulf of Mexico, in the region of Fort Myers and Sanibel, The ocean 
snails were a part of the life affecteds the desirable Voluta junonia Hwass 
is one of the shells that helped make Sanibel famous. Of course, we expect 
the shells to appe@re more abundantly in the years to come. What is this red 
tide? It is a microscopic infestation that under certain circumstances be~ 
comes superabundatit when it enters salt water, with adverse effects on some 
marine life. Mr. Alger P,. Blaine reports that on December 31, 1956 sixteen 
members of the St» Pete Shell Club went shelling in Tampa Bay and found 38 
species of live shells. Some of these shells are minute, but there are also 
larger ones, such as olives, Strombus alatus, Muxex florifer and Mepomum, 
left- handed whelks, Melongena corona and others, An interesting collection 
may be g,thered in Tampa Bay. On the other side of town we have Boc Ciega 
Bay, and the Gulf of Mexico. 


We are thinking of and preparing for our shell show, beginning Feb 27 and 
ending March 4 of this year, ,t Treasure I sland Auditorium, If you are in 
St. Petersburg ,t this tine, drop in, Our Shell Club puts on q good show, 
evsecscoesollc R.L-Alsaker 
a # * * * * 
ON CIONELLA LUBRICA AS HOST OF A GERCARTA. One of our prettiest land snails 
hereabouts is Cionella lubrica Muller, which is found under bits of wood, 
paper and rubbish on any city lot. Its gleaming amber shell, quite transparent, 
has only the slight disadvant,ge of being rather small. However, it is interes- 
ting to note that it is the only locgl land shell of any size that is turrited, 
rather than depressed. Well we find to our dismay that this lovely little 
object is also the unwitting bearer of a cattle infection, In a recent paper 
in the Cornell Veterinarian, Vol.43, we read as followst “The snail. «sbe-~ 
comes infected by ingesting eggs containing miracidia. Sporocysts in the di- 
2estive gland of the snail become disten¢ded with cercariae. The cercariae 
escape from the sporocysts periodically and are massed to gether in slime to 
form unique structures called slimeballs. The slimeballs, in reality, are 
neat packages of numerous cerearise, in a covering which protects fhem fron 
drying, These are carried by the ant, F,fusca/ The ant uses these for items 
of food and becomes infected, apparently by ingesting the cercariae, En- 
eysted metacerearine accumulate in large numbers in the abcomen of the ant and 
await a possible transfer to one of the several definitive hosts, such mamals 
83 she’ py ox, deer, woodchuck, or rabbit. The definitive becomes infected by 
-evidentally ingesting the infected ant in grazinge (Po408) From this we 
dearn that we should not “ingest ants’ nor graze in infected ficlds. 
% * * * * 


WHAT ARE R4 .OR CLAMS, DADDY? This question is heard frequently by many a shell 
ecllecting parent, Patiently we explain that they are called razor clams be=— 
cause they look like razors. But for heaven sakes, don't leave the discussion 
at this point} The well-trained child, accustomed to being silent when a grown 
up is talking, will go away with the idea that this funny clam mist look like 
Seddy's Schick or Remington electric shavere Howmany modern children have 

seen an old fashioned straight razor? Maybe we ought to think up a new name 
like Fl,t Banana Glam or Serunched Out Hot Dog Clam. Little danger that these 
iao objects will be replaced by the machine in the near future. Or is there? 
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SOME RARERS SHELLS 
by Anthony D?Attilio 


; ANGARIA T’RIA Reeve 1842 
In Reeve's ITCONICA 1843, there is a picture and description of this 
shell in the monograph on Delphinula, The citation is doubtlessly a copy 
of his original description of this shell in the Pro.Zoll.Soc. 1842. In 
any c,8¢ he makes the observ.tion that this is “the Onby large species 
of Telphinula at present known to be absolutely destitute of spines or 
nodulese In my collection there is a specimen which answers this des— 
atmo \ ; ros 
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eription perfectly and is besides about the s,me size as his figure 6b 

in the ICONICA. However, another specimen in my collection , though some- 
what smaller, has well formed spines extending around the periphery for 
several whorls, These spines on close ex_mination are very long scale- 
like prologg tions as will be seen from a glance at the illustration here 
shown. 


The surf.ce of the shell is completely covered with small peerly 
white scales and the top flat portion is colored purple. The name 
tyria comes from Tyre, the city of s,tiquity where the purple dye was 
_ menufactured. The vurple color also covers the umbilical region and the 
shell is as pretty as it is distinctive. 


It apparently is uncommon and the shells in my collection are un- 
fortunately without locslity data, In the ICONICA, Reeve gives New Hol- 
land ag the habitat/ Ineluded in Linne's Turbo and Chamhitz's Delphinus, 
these shells were for a long time referred to Lamarck's Delphinula until 
the Récing names were found to have precedence, The aperture is round and 
the animal is provided with ahorny operculum. The genus is restricted to 

the Indo-Pacific, at least those large species which we associate with 


this genus like Ang ria laciniata etce 
yess % #t * * * 


THE SAND COLLAR. Many people who see the sand collar for the first time 

Bre pu;zicd as to its true nature. It is only later that we learn the 

true connection between this curious, flexible, smooth sand structure and 
the impressive moon snail, Polinices heros or P,duplicata, snd we learn 

this only because we find it in books or someone tells us about it. Hence 
it should not make us wonder that it remained a puzzle for a long time to 
scientists also, In Gould's INVERTEBRATES OF MASSACUSETTS, p.340, we find 
a list of names fiven to this structure before its true nature was detected, 
and we find no less than seven, most of them indicatihg that it was thought 
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20 SE some sort of coralline or bryozoa, This proves once more how much 
easier it is to give someting a name than to really understand much about 
iv. As an obscure English poet of tie nineteenth once put it (we quote 
faultily from memory, >these fools who think a thing is known because 
‘tis named!< 
* * * * * 
THE FORMATION OF THE NEW YORK SHELL CLUB 
by Dr. Walter H, Jacobs 
In this, the ninth year of our existence, it might be appropriate tha t 
a short history of our organization be read so that posterity will ever be 
aquainted with the formation of the New York Shell Club. 


In the fall of 1948, after asummor spent on and about the beaches of 
Connecticut, the various common shells became a challenge to my modest know- 
ledge of natural history, Books ,t' the library did not help much with the 
problems of identifications The next enll Was to the American Museum. I 
was advised that no group or club was active in the city that was interested 


in in shells, but information was given concerning the American Malacologicak 


Union. We were told to contact Mrs. Imogene Robertson, the secretary, at 
Buffalo. Mrs. Rs answered that she too knew of no organization interested 
in moliusea, in or about N.Y., bu& sje did advise that I get in touch with 
a loesgi shell enthusiast, Mr, Morris K. Jacobson of Rockaway Park. We 
called Mr, Jc, our interest in shells was explained and an appointment wags 
made to meet one evening in Grand Central, near the information booth, each 
of us to carry an identifying object, of course a shell! 


We met Mrs Je, and in the local Childs restaurant on 42 Street, we 
disexssed shells, the need for a local shell club and how to go about the 
formation of such 4 groupe It was decided to try to btgin a meeting place 
at the American Museum and to ‘post a notice t ere, also to post notices at 
the loc.1 collebe science departments and any other place that might con- 
tact shell people! The organization mecting was ca led for Sunday, J,n.30 
1949, in room 129 at the AMNH, 3 P.M. Nine persons answered the call, 
present were: Mr. and Mrs. Entwisle, Mr. George Hubbell, Miss Joan Gordon, 
Mp, Morris Jacobson, Mr. Anthony D'Attilio, Mr. Fred Tobleman, Mr, George 
Jacobs, Dr, Walter Jacobs, Here are some of t e minutes of that meetings 
>Mr. Jacobson was appointed acting President and Dr. Jaco bs acting sec'y- 
It was agreed that the name of t e organization should be the N.Y,shell 
Cleb, It was further agreed that a simple constitution be drawn up with 
provisions to include field trips for revising the list of t e N.Y. 
mnoliusea. Membership in the Club is open to all interested in the subject. 
The program for the next meeting was td included a talk on R_duli by Mr. 
Tobleman and “good collecting localities in NY by Mr. Jacobson, Mr, 
Tobleman broug t an interesting Elliptio to show t e group and Mr. D'Attilio 
showed an interesting shell from Japan, The meeting was adjourned at 4:30.< 


The second organization mesting of the New York Shell Club was held 
in room 129 of the American Museum on Sunday, Febe27, 1949- Present were: 
Mr. Morris K. Jeeobson, Mr. Fred Tobleman, Mr, George J,cobs, Dr. Walter 
Jacobs, Mz, Mole, Mr, and Mrs. George Wilmott, Mr. and Mrs. A.Diattilio, 
Mr. and Mrs. Entwisle, Mr; and Mrs, LeMond, Miss Henrietta Schroeder, 
Mr, Goerge Marks 2nd Mr, Gundlach. These members and t he group that were 
present at the first meeting are reeccgnized as charger members of the Club, 
Tue two acting officers were elected for the next year, with Mr, D'attilio 
a3 the treasures, Here is the financial report made at that meeting: Dues 
SO.lersted Si3. disbursements for post cards fle And so the New York shell 
Giud was started. 
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WON. TES OF FROAUARY TMaatiInG 

by Catherine Aahders, Sec'y 
PPewoteutebo mectins of the’ TN, Y¥.5.C. was ¢alléed to order at 2: 
in room 415 of the A. .N.H. At least fifty members and guests 


were >resent, 





me wmeebine becan ao ia illustrated lecture by \'r. Alan Xohn on 
the feecing habits of etain s ecies of the genus: Conus,: Several 


slides shoved the ven ee, eeaeny: mechanism and associated organs, 
such as the venom bulb and the venom duct, Then 'r. Sohn showed 
fees Se hed taten.of C,striatus and C.cattus. ~robing for We. nny 


fish vith t’eir ~robosci, stunning them with the venom, and engulf 
ing them for subsequent disestion, Two fish escaped, but fir. Kohn 
Salad tosy t ose fish were caralyzed within five minutes Ob tee 
entact vith the Conus. 
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™ Jacors -n tenor rted on an inventory of clvb ro ‘erty which inc ude 
ach ws supplies Czift of Dy. & iirs.. ‘isoff), a svirit 
end the files of the exchanze periodicals: The Minutes of 
Club of S.Gal,, The Hawaiian Shell Hews, the Newsletter of 
Mal,soe, of ustralia, and the .roeeedings of the hil. shell 
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“ry, Paihle renorted on his observations on the sand collier, the egg 





ease of olinices. (“ee velow.) °°. As this observation is contrary 
to current literature, he asked that other members investigate this 
hatter where -sossible, cr. D'Attilio showed slides that had been 


‘snt him from ‘ustralia, The members icentified most of them, 
Heetin« adjourned at 4:15. 
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3 SE VAST One pages = EGG Casis 
by D. & G, Racihle 
Be ae are our observations of several of these sand collars 
rot 1% 7 y icf 
sich rere ound. at Jones Beach, ocean side, between the Coast Guard 
stbavion and the imlet, July 4, 1956; 


any fragments and a few whole s ecimens of these esg cases were scat~ 


eee Sreury. se sate tide. A number of dead and a few live Bogie cee 
nonosere also found, -xternal examination of the e sand col 
with a seven yvover glass Gisclosed nothing except that panel eon 


nber nabtern, However, by breaking these collars and examining 
; come, 10 was seen that these chavbers contained minute 
ivory-colored s-ecks which were n t sant, 


On arriving home, we subjected the cross section edges to scrutiny 
under a 40 mover socket microscope: and, much to our surorise, the 
minute specks in the chambers, or cells, were seen to be minute 
embry snails, about 15 to 20 in each chamber, and actively moving a- 
meat frie Fini} ‘ith our limited facilities an accurate count of 
he number of snails in each cell was not »ossible, As long as 
tnese sand collars held their natural pag benrig Sn ay and a half to 
wo days), taese minute creatures noved about aie B activity was 
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ee ? ese 





CROSS SECTION 
APPROX» 40 X MAGNIFICATION 





shown to scvcral of sur friends. 


fter the s ecimens dried, we broke off a small niece of the sand 
eee extracted i nuuber of the minute fragile shells, and moun- 
ed them on a slid Another piece of the collar was mounted cross 
Cc Stoke of card, with a few of the embryo shells 

nd of the card; the whole them vlaced in a vial. 
his cross section shows a number of these minute 

£ the chambers. 


e a oO | 


le were surmrised to see so many of these embry snails in each shell, 
as the litcrature we had (Ed,Note: eg. Abbott At.cea SHLLS, p27) 
led us to believe that we wovld find only a single animal in each 
shell, Further study and corroboration by other members of the 

Club would be anpregiated, . ie Pe 


20M ST, wees OIx, "It. may be of interest to let you know I 
Fine Conus centurio the other day on St, Croix -- it must 
DE a Yorn rare, as itois missing from all the big collections here 





that. I have seen, Also regarding that cone I sent you a drawing 
of -- it is not flavescens, it sg Conus jaumei Aguayo. Tom Mc- 
inty has seen and commared: ites don’t think there is any doubt 


of the pean ere One it is ak Ruane and more colorful 
than the other, Jaumei's s I have seen here, MeGinty identified scme 


u 


of my shells es Conus juliae but some stumped him," G,Usticke,. 

ED.FCTR. There is no doubt that Mr, Usticke is finding undescribed 

Material, 4s we have always said, collect at h-me, but collect! 
nkj 
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CONUS HIZASEI Kuroda 
by Anthony D'Attilio 


hatha Thiel 29 ai> it 1 3 ‘ . 

rather unusually marked cone has been in my possession for a 

: NCA Ser ce Si FY rea bar 

Sr eden fe ages hanuscers t name by Dr. Avroda. It has recently 
en, cescribed and nictured in the Japanese Journal of Malacologry, 





Tt 3 one : (oe nm Pre ao | ao 4 

Make ahd i. pee than passing interest is the fact that the 
type svecimen was destroyed in one of the Tokyo firs caused by 

orld far II bombings. According to Dr. Kuroda's information, 


here was only one other exis stine specimen in the collection of a 
Japanese concholozi st. Since my specimen ceme from that same col- 
lector, it occurred to ms that I might have the only specimen known 
| of this cone Aftcr corres sponding with my Japanese fri. na, T. found 
that he lad GW which was still in his collection. bid ad 
| type Sve old Hirase Te ang Lon was was in cxis- 









arger' of alcervury hotere its »nublished 


tence for More than G 
¢é the s -cecies remains excessively rare. 


y ~ - rq ot 7 
desori™uione “in Ary 








The-spe ls as ite and red brown lines c¢c mplete ly encircle the 
pody whorl. Some of these lines start about midway and then con- 


tinue narallel with the others, The svire is disctictly marked 





contrast between sviral lines appearing only on the body wirorl and 
~ots only on the spire. 


a 8 : 
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by Norris K, Jacobson 


These queer pill-buz snails, as they are called from their habit of 


folling thenselves up like the lowly land crustacean of that name, 


resented in our area by but two small svecies. Everywhere 
in the world they: are present by scores of svecies == Florida and 
California have hany, and even north of us, along the Massachusetts 
coast way up to Labrador and Greenland th 
save only two; onc of these for certain, the other only pro- 
aS. when Nature handed off her blessings to Niw Tork, 


that we covld do very nicely without too many mollusks. 












Say is a small, srayish animal, less th 
saving grace are some orett ily pvlaced 

ngitudinal rows along the central areas of 
small hairs along the girdle (the outer- 


nas the entire aninal ). Maxwell Smith's 


segs 


ith squarish cvots of the same color forming the rather interesting 
& g 


ere are at least 16 species, 
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has two sood illustrations. As of now, we have 
collecting it along the north shore of Long Is- 
lend where ,- according to the olcer faunal lists, it is "abundant" 
rather common on oysters) etc. at Huntington, Greenport, North-~ 
ort. in those Cider (ete. 4b frequently is called Chiton avicula- 
ischnochiton ruber Tinne is about the same si-e, but has 
sesant orange or reddish color, le collected this shell at 
vndcr submerged rocks, during the 1954 AiU meeting, This 
chiton is revorted as ranging from Labrador to Connecticut, and 
although there are no New York records as such, of this snecies, 
chances are good that it will turn uv at the expteme castern tir 
of Long Island. So go ahead and look! Some of our older lists 
also mention Ischnochiton albus L. as a pearing in New York Harbor, 
but this shell Caiso called Trachydermon albus, Levidochiton albus) 
is an e roncously determined _aniculata. As Vérrill says, “Thite — 


— 


specimens of C,aciculata are often mista<en for it," 


* * * * * 




















ee en ges iG it is now early in Februray and our 
I often busy themselves with the Shell Show at Treasure Is- 
lend Avcitonium, Feo, 27 to Mp,4 inclusive, As, coum caty 1s lo- 
catsd between two bays, Pamoa Say on the east and Boca Cicga bay 
on the west, both of these bays estending inward from the Gulf of 
lexico, 1b is natural: for the shell: colbectors here to: give great 
sttentidn to the shells in the bodies of water mentioned, and the 
whtle Caribbean area, One of our members collects in Boca Cicga, 
and orobably has over 100 species of shells -- no volutes, But 
“urex, c nes, cowries, olives, olivellas and many oth-rs, 











s his collecting very much -=- "I find new things right 

the bay." He also brings ome scallops and clams for 

@, He talks intercstinely of collecting the ‘orse concn 
red animal: this shell is vlentiful in the breeding sea-— 


has exhibited for two ears at our Shell Show, winning 
ize in bis class each time. Anothcr inember of the Shell 
abroad. vast winter he wes in the Canal Zone, and gath- 
ells, He stresses that a Government permit is neces- 
é to collect in the Ganal Zone (not in all rarts of Yanama.) 
This year he collects in various parts of iNexico, which should pay 


him big dividends in shells. 





Dr, Rk. Let aAlsaker 
* er: * * * 


UV. RSIGHT, In NOTES no.28, Do4. the name of one of our most act 


vee charter members was inadvertently omitted, fe mean lirs, Dor- 


othy Freas, now of Jestfield, New verseys 
* * * * 
PIO CUR SO. GacTy CORRESPONDENT, "I have recently been checking 





Dnon the habicas | have founda and found one I can't locate anywhere, 
To show you how rich the vickings are, here is a list of what I 

can identify (Naticidae only! ): olinices lactcus, ¥.brunneus 
(rare), Gicstica carolinensis, S. semisulcata, Natica canrena, 
similar to canrena), Mk. livida, f.ousilla, Glyphepi~ | 
‘dana, Stigmaulax sulcata, Natica sp.(brown color, white 
0 vertical. ribs. eather keeps lovely down here 
Y ell Club can't meet here, I bet they would find 


BUSS (an Gh BM WELNG.55 . 29048 Gy Usticke,. 
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NaTlONslL ARTS CLUB, 15 Gramercy Sauare (at East: 20 
erect) Wek gC. A Nan ek eer ee 0 er on 
; are distributed free of charge by mail to all regul- 
of the Ni Y 2K SHELL CLUB. Dues for regular member- 
ship are 2 ver year, Corresponding memebers (dues $1 >er year) 


also.. receive these NOTH. by mail, Address all inquiries and mat- 


erial for »subdlication to the Hditor’ at 455 Beach 149 Sty, 
Rockaway Beech 94, New York, 
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y Gur next meeting will be devoted to he an- 
that now, nas bée me a-trddition with the Club. \ For 
ad ress and time, see above, it, Nick Katsaras has donated a 
mysterious door prise, which will be siven to the holder of the 
Avcy oumoer, He assures Us that the shell, though a mystery, . 
eee 2 ne, rare epecimen thal willide credit to any collections: 
ALS one has to'do Go be eligible for the prive is to attend the 
SuesuLOUobe very eet. OF whieh entiyies one toO-a doom numbers. 
thet may well turn out to be the winner of this Mystery Shell, 
Deed wor irre sou te come vand | try vyour luck? 





ip order to increase the iunteress day our auction and to) attract 


wOorthvhile material, we are planning to, offer shells in three 


cetesories, Fo rst there will be the shells magnanimous- 
ibuted by members forsale, the entire »roceeds to go 

to ovr ever—demanding treasury. Secondly there will be shells, 
rather more excensive ones, which members will be willing to 
submit, provided they can get 50% of the sale price returned to 
them, the other 50% going to the same always hungry treasury. 
4nd finally there are a large number of fine thilippine Island 
shells sent us by the famous collector Fedro de Mesa, ‘The 

Club will retain 20% of the price as commission, the est going 
to his very deserving gatherer of fine shells, In addition 

of course there will be shell books, which can be offered in 
either catercory one or two, It must be remeubered that actually 
here will be no sale of shells as such, the lucky bidders 
obtaining their loot only on condition that they make a contri- 
bution to our treasury. Sales taxes do not anply to contributs 
ions, 














4s usual, Doc Jacbbs, ovr demon auctioneer, will officiate 

with his customary verve, skill, wit and enthusiasm, Je under- 
stand from absolutely reliable sovrees that ‘alter has a whole 
slew of sleaming new gvics, whimsys and conceits to startle us 
all into delishted laughter and to loosen our hold on any extra 
cash we haopen to have with us, 411 quips etc. guaranteed new 
and umtarnished, nothings wormy or second handed. ‘So come for 
tooks, for shells, for laughter, for a good time; 
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i ¥ 14 lr Wat ~~ . ° 
mccre pote Katsaras 138 a fine collection of shells to 
hey include, among other things, the following: 206 


sa jad Tata 
ella, 41 Thais, 41 Yatica, 38 Cymatium, 38 lecten, 3% 





; ING +mMoan 20 4 F . 5 

uo + peadnaiaten: it is a general collection, 1600 shells in all. 
.eopie interested contact lick at 479-B South Jashington Avenue, 
sergenfield, New Jersey. 


%* KK a Ara a OCayntfiad 4 

Thre geRens Garfield, 72 George Street, Mackay, ueensland, 

“Japlalpior some This gentleman is interested in exchanging shells 

from the Great Barrier Reef, Interested yveople may write to hin. 
* * * * j a 
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Teasure of seeing the fi 
habits of s me members of the genus Conus, Je had read a great 
deal 2 out these films and we know what excitement they had 
caused in the shell world wherever they were shown, dence they 
had become a most familiar to us. Yet the audience was unable 
to suporess a casp of quick horror when the resting blenny sud- 
écnly shot into a whirl: of frantic activity as the fatal dart 
o* the Conus was insidiously shot into the unsusvecting victim 
from a terribly earnest searching proboscis. But wen more sur- 
prisins was the huse mew os the relatively small snail that. 
onened ud so hungrily to engulf the still struggling victin, AG 
one point the walls of the mouth opened reacily to receive the 
reverted cectoral fins of the stunned fish. ‘Jc found it shock- 
ine that tae, ,snaile, nicht feeders all, probably do most of their 

ine @ieah. fast a horrible awakenine. These 

Me, Kohn gave us a new view of the beautiful 

so mych to mace our collections, mky 

Ee * * * 








PIGHE f SiGe § This was the joyous cry that rose in our neigh- 
DOrhood hon two local worthics squared off to do mayhem or worse 
to one another, Jell, this is definitely not one of those oc- 
cagions; even if the humble editor docs feél like submitting a 
truly mild response to a little item in our wrthy contemoorary, 
the January number of the Wi 7sbATEuk of the Australian Mala..: 
COlovical society. ie were most politely asked to let the emin- 
ent cditor rest (uote: "Mey we rest now?") from the JhaT 15 A 
GENUS = 20BLGM that we have been plaguing so assiduously and with 
such erand rolixity in reecnt issucs of this publication. In 
defending the "genus" Pantherinaria of Cypraeidae, we were old 
thet it " necas thorough anatomical study and comparison with 





GLilo 
Vil, 





the enimel of Cypraea."” May we assume then that the genus is 
first set un and the study of it comes later? As a matter of 
cit Rate iele Cwho make Pantherinariaa synonym of Vulsusella 
covss, 1894) does note certain radular differences, but he does 
not so beyond making ‘antherinaria a sub-cenus. Tdtis well to 


bear in mind the injunction (quoted in the NS-JSLETTER) that "the 
Genus ,..to .0e 2 convenient category in taxonomy... must be neither 


S00 larce nor too small," Je fail to sce how etting uv a huge 
number of monotyoic genera in so 2 uniform 4 -roup as Cypraca 


oes an-vthin: to 2chieve this Boal. Je feel that this is the 
cptositc of convenience. O.K. fellows, break it up now, the 
SENG Ga oo Vee 
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Yokoyama IN TEE FRITTERS COLLHOTION 


by Anthony Di Attilio 








in woe cecper vaters around Javan are found about nine or ten 

Be cores of tne genus Tischkei. Of these the three easily obtained 
s7coies are I,angenteonitens, L,crumpii, L.alvinae. Neither 

uw 98018, .0% Sesser aré at. all Commons 











mot members of this genus is the thinness 
S matter covering the nacreous base, so much 
¢ misled into believing that the shells have 
The color of this outer shelly matter is 
ium and in this res vect, it is like the three 
loned above, L,aeola differs in that the 
ide BES Wel keg: Lantags: sneeni.sh yellow ochre. 
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5 beet baal . 
in about 100 fathons off the Japanese 
6) 


£ “elacology there is . escrib- 
Oo 
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u : th 
ed the most recent s»ecies L.undosa,. 


8 undergone some name changing, Among the names 
oa pembix, Dathybembix, Turcicul= anm Lischkei, The 
naue Sureicula is still being retai for several 

we. Cen) forms, Ty bairdis (1 ur from California 
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SLorida ecepondent. This ae a plague, is actually the 

chief ey awarded at this very wed l=knoun annual shell show 
esented at Treasure Island. The newspaper account of this event 


pr 
has an excellent icture of our member nroudly hovering over the 
collection of shells whieh the judges considered "the best amateur 
pra a eM in the show, This Is the first. time Dr, Alsaker has 
In exhibit m the show, and it is a testimony to his 
seal as a coliector: that he so,soon Dore off the 
(actually, as above stated, a plaque). No doubt we 

an ‘opportunity to see his plaque when Dr, Alsaker vi- 
os CRew in: in 3a Labeee, Dr, Alsaker renorts as follows:"At 














six experienced shell collectors and dealers had told us 
piges would come our way at the show. We thought they were 
eine kind and complimentary, 48 for winning the “Smithson— 
stitute award, that was not even a dream of ours, Perhaps 
or cae “Because we do love shells and we wated » much to 
‘bute a fine exhibit for the pleasure of St.P.chell Club 

a Mo Dpchs abso won the prize, he tells us, for the 


of Shells in the show, 
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HHSKSASEABESK NEXT MEETING: Sunday, May 5 at 2 P M in Room 419 

American Museum of N_tural History, 79 St and Centrai Park W, 
These NOTES are distributed free of charge by mail to all regular members 
of the New York Shell Club. Dues for regular membership are ge per year, 
Special family rates: g 2 for first, fl for other members. Corresponding 
members (dues $1 per year) laso recieve these NOTES by mail. Address all 
inquiries and materisl for publication to the Editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, 
Rockaway Beach 94, New York 
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PROM THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH MEETING. Mr. Sam Freed presented a paper en- 
titled Land and Fresh Water Mollusks of Union County, New Jersey. When 

‘“r. Freed looked et the checklist in NAUTILUS for New Jersey Mollusks, he 6 
found none listed for Union County. During his investig_ tions, he discovered 
twenty-five species in such places as an industrial dump, the Watchung 

reserv tion, and the Rahway River. His zeal for collecting was so meat 

that even when he went fishing and ice-skating, he could no tesist looking 
for -- and finding -- mollusks. 


Mr. and Mrs, Raichle presented , talk, illustrated with color slides, on their 
collecting experiences in vatious parts of Florida. The places they visited 
and in which they collected included Jeauneau, Caesar's Creek near Miama, 
Naples, Fort Myers znd its shell factory, Sanibel, Punta Rassa and Long Boat 
Key. At Sanibelthey collected ceveral shells usually not found in a beach 
comber's collection by wacing knee deep in much. They advised wearing socks 
for this kind of collecting> shoes are sucked off, but feet still need pro- 
tection so socks are the best compromise. 


Mr. Cowles showed several eolor slides he had taken of shells 2 or 3 mm 
or less in length -- under 1/4 inch, He said he had taken the pictures with 
a single lens reflex camera with a long esbension turbe 


Mr. Ed Kerlin gave an illustrated lecture on Slugs, He pointed out that slugs 
are economically important in that they cause loss to florists, corn growers, 
and cabbage farmers. Slugs have small internal shells and lay 80 to 90 
eggs in a clutch in a damp place. Only two of the local species are nativve; 
the rest have been brought into the country. M,. Karlin showed slides of 
ioesl slugs anc intends to publish a key to local slugs in a future edition 
cof the NOTES, Mr. Kerlin said that Dayton in England g,ve evidence that slugs 
are influenced more by temperature than by humidity. M,» Karlin also advised 
a solution of formalin, acetic acid and alcohol (70 persent) as the best p 
preserv.tive for slugs> it preserves the internal organs but not the colors 
~----—-Catherine Ahders, Secretary 
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7 ON TRE AUCTION: Our auction, held in the National Arts Club at 15 Gra- 
ai te pom Vas & huge success, financially and socially, More on this 
the offictal account, prepared by our charming secretary, will appear 
“8c pages in the next issue, In the meantire your wildly harassed editor 
x he sirply must metniton two points that to him -- after the tidy sum 
-: ‘acy that came to our treasury — were the most important features. 
Cne was the famous Mystery Shell, wnt ibuted by M.. Katgaras as the door pri.ze 
for. the lucky holder of the winning number. There was much amused speculation 
asto what this shell might turn out to be, but mouths fell open in wonder 
ond eyes flashed evelly with green envy when it turned out to be an abso. 
lutely besutiful specimen of PLEURCTOMARTA HIRASEI$ It was really one of 
the high points of the session, and the Club, too dazed at the time to do so, 
now (somewhat recovered) tenders its warnest thanks to Nick for his unexam- 
pled generosity — a goal of generosity for all of us to shoot at. The 
future of the orgenigation is well assured when it can count on such liberal 
and devoted members as Mr. Nick Katsaras, 





ore 





The other point we cannot leave unientioned was the brilliant “spiel” of ofr 
vivacious Dr. Walter Jacobs, Here is a man that can coin a quip, overwhelm 
you with 4 witticism, delight you with a felicitous turn of phrase, and in 
short, lure from your pockets the reluctant dollers in so er,cious and begui- 
4ing manner that you find yourself absolutely delighted to part with them. 
_ind the boundless energy of the man! What can one say? A man on fire, a 
perpetual motion machine, a fliht and harmer thet can dazzle you with more 
sparkling ideas and flashing phrases than ever sprang from a Fourth of July 
Cisplay, We are indeed luckty to have in our group a man of heart like 
Nick, 2 man of flame like Walter, (Wanna know something? I'm tired. 
Me that's as it must be: Weary Willy Jacobson the foil fo Walter the 
Welter of Energy!) mk j 

* * # 


COWY COLLECTORS, ATTENTION! At the last meeting of the Club, it was suggest~ 
ed that at least part of every future moeting be devoted to the discussion 
of some group -~ genus or fmaily -- of shells, At this discussion, members 
with undetermined specimens of that family will have the opportunity of dis- 
..!ying the unknown shell with the expect.tion that some other member or men- 
Sows would be sble to &£ve the mysterious shell q name. W, have decided 
to begin this new program of discussion and mutual help with the favorites 
of practically everybody --. the Cypraeidae, In this we are fortunate in being 
able to e-1ll uron the assisstance of Mr. Anthony D'Attilio who has one of hthe 
best priv<te ecllections of this fmily in the country. Hiscollection con- 
wists of about 125 of the known 150-odd species. And what he doesn‘t have, 
ie knows shout anyway from he ving read widely and from having seen ~- 
“nd remembered? --- either pecimens or figures of the few species he doen't 
Q.ve, §o to the next mecting —» bring your unknown or doubtfully labelled 
“Owrles, And bring your knowledge and books to help the others. mkj 

$6 yf 3 ay AES FEL ae 





COWRY SHELLS AND NOTHING ELSE! Long ago among my father's papers; I found 
an anpeblished poem of his that I think deserves the light of day, At the 
time ne urote the poem, my father had no idea that one of his most way- 
“ar¢ soa would one day be closely bound up with the shell world, more 
‘iosely than tae same wayward son know at the tire. As the poem shows, the 
or was cot particularly interested in the mollrsks as such; but 

User in une etanologiegl and sociocultural (THERE'S a word for you!) 
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_-cily completed it end polished it up, 


COR Yor Gel Bh ies 
by George Jecobson (about 1917) 


Maiden of the dusky race 

dancing with a supple grace 

of a sinuous tiger ea 

whirling like a tipsy bat 

mid those lurid shrieks and yells 
why oh wyh the cowry shells? 
Cowry shells and nothing else? 


Wrapping round your naked loins 
Tasselled with some Chinese coins 
just a belt of cowry shells 
cowry shells and nothing elses 


Running down the jungel trail 

To entice the bashful male 

Tell me maiden, wild .,d nude 
never willing, ever prude, 

mid those lurid shrieks and yells 
Why the belt of cowry shells? 
Cwory shells and nothing else? 


faiden of the radiant face 
nothing could enhance your grace 
Like the belt of cowry shells 
COWRY SHELLS ANT NWTHING ELSE! 


& # * * ae 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS: Mr. Usticke wrties from St. Croix as follows, ' 

chelling is still good here -— I have just started to look over a new lo- 

celity -- the place where Cerithidea_ costets beattyi Bequaert was first found. 

and have found some new (to me) bivalves —~ Transenellas, Diplodontas, Stri- 

gillas end Tellinas including candeana 2md promera. Mostly hard to ident- 

ify as they don't seem to quite fit the book descriptions, So this new 

locality wibl h-ve to be further exploredes..Did I tell you I found », other 

Epitonium freiléi Dall with operculum and a piece only of Conus centurto 

in about the same pli cé as I found it before, Also some handsome cones either 

daucug or juliae, I don't know whiche oot In the new locality mentioned above 
“11 the Columbella mercatoria are thin, slender and tall spired and white 

only in color «+= almost a subspecies, On the rest of the island they are 

the usual multicolored shells.-».oWe took a trip to St. Mrrtins (part 

Dutsch end part French) and also to Anguilla -« both islands are small 

with very fine bathing beaches -= the former very hilly and rocky and the 
atter flat and lowe Not too many shells, but we did get a very ddd 

sone on Anguillas and in St-Mertins we found some really fine live 

Vavam nuricetam, including three real monsters from 5 to 6 inches high —~ 


ee 
Sb 


very pretty with purple markings. W, also found what at first.glence I 


WP ‘ ‘ oti -- tel 
ovk to be an impossible shell — Epitonium praetiosum unforfun_tely 
Anpeged. ewes on looking it up in JOHNSONIA, I think it must be an 
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iionally lerge Epitonium krebsii. I also found several other rather 
Fpitoniumse Kindest regards to all,” 


ce 


yen 
1a 


Dr. RiL Alsake end : 5 
Alssker sends us a very interesting account of Dan Steger, one of 


is tae collectors in Florida and an outstanding member of the St.Peters- 

Raa Shell Club. Unfortunately the ,ccount is too long to be included in 

Lire in ee PERCE: but it will be read in its entirely at the next 

rile meeting, Mr. Steger first beesme interested in shells when he was work- 

ae a Bra TED a Bey end q'ickly developed an interest in the minute shells 

ieee an 1/3@nd inch big, This field is so unexplored to science that 

Mr o Steger hes about 600 unnmed (presumably undescribed) species in his 

collections For his outstanding work he has received the Gnithsonian Inst- 

itution award and has had three new shells peceis named for him, He di- 

fects the Annual Sheol Show which has beeome such a fixed feature of the 

ae ae All in all, a vajusble, appreciated and energetic 
* * EY * * 

KODA OUT: GY rink 


we ok 










work was recently x 


in vossession of a copy, we feel that we can put it 


selves 
to pest use by letting our readers know of one way in which 
tley might want to arrange their Conus collection, The trans- 
lation ia the editor's, 
Ag eonie, unerowned 
ay OD: one Gotor 
Cevirgo L., lineatus Roeding, 
b.with lines often alternately speckled 
buxeus, figulinus, glaucus, biliosus, eenuinus, padilio, 
arausiacus, cinctus, adhatinus 
c, marbled(net-like design, and banded 
ummus, substitus, ammiralis americanus, magus, amadis , 
tlig, mexcacar 
a with rows of snots and flames, also banded 
tulinus, pardus, Titteratus, quadratulus, alternatus, 
sprugzineus, byssinus, syriacus, architbalassius, pavimentugn, 
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e, clouded and dotted 

capitaneus , néelis, cinctus, Orleanus, striatellus, 

flevocinctus, subca>ritaneus, vexillum, nubecula, flamneus, 

miles, leoninus, leaeneus, sulcatus, pardalinus, felinus, 
ctrum, testudinarius, minimus, sardus, achatinus, nubdmius 


Sne 
scaber, 2methysteus, srenadatus 


f, not clouded, only banded 
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B, CONIC, CROVNE 
imperialis, marmoreus, proarchitbalassius, varius, laevigatus, 
cranulosus, parvulus, plebejus, virgineus, chaldoeus, ebraeus 


C, OBESE 


nusetella, violaceus, textile, aulicus, s‘riatus, stercus, 
eronosus, geographus, tulips, bullatus 
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TUDICULA aRMIGERA A, Adams 


by Anthony D'Attilio 





e shell vopularly called the Sniny Whelk in ueens- 
a, where it is a prize indeed for the finder. 

time it has been taken only sparingly in 
£ the Barrier Reef, 
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The pale ochre color on the exterior of the shell is orna- 
mented with brown sveckling. The interior is a bright 
waite porcekain. On the columellar side of the aperture 
there are several folds and the animal is provided with 

a horny operculum. 


The genus Tudicula Roeding is placed under the Varidae 
+n Thicle's pjandbuch and contains three sections or sub-+ 
genera, each one with a rather unique shell as its type. 


Mie section Tudicula s.s. with the s ecies spirullus Linne 
is one, the shell STlustrated above is the type of Tudicula, 
and tae remaining section is Afer Conrad with Afer afga Gmelin 


as tyYDe. 
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Roe enya ik Be TOMCET EOS OF O W ay JORLD MBELAN 
BOOK SEVIEY ape 2eLATIONSHITS OF OLD AND NEY JORLD MELANIANS 





by. Dr, J.P E, Morrison (Proc.U.S.Nat.Mus., 104 :357—393) 
This paper os of extreme importance to all collectors and 
students of M.American fresh water gastropods. According to 
the author, all the many species of shells which we had been 
putting into the genera sleurocera and Goniobasis, actually 
should be placed in the genus Oxytrema Rafinesque . As far 
as this reviewer is concerned, he was never satisfied that he 
wes ever able to distinguish a "pleuro" from a "gonio", since 
Jalker's distinction was never very clear, nor does it seem 
Horn out in nature, Hence it as with sme relief that 
atoonead telling who's who and called all Oxytrema. 
+ Glench and Turner in their recent paper (see NOTES 
stil wee the nome Goniobasis. So where we are now, yes? 
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ARRAS ASES STOREMTERT MERTINGs Sunday, Sevtember 29 at 2PM 

| Rn 419 of American Ifuseum of Natural History 
These NOTES are distributed free of charge by mail to all regular 
members of the New York Shell Club. Dues for regular membership 
ge per yearg Snecial family rates: $2 for first, $1 each for 
other members of the seme family, Corresnonding members (dues 
yl per year) also recéive these NOTHS by mail, Address all in- 
quiries and material for cublication to the Editor at 455 Beach 
139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, New Yorke 
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SECOND ST7CIMGNY OF HROTROCHUS TERAMACHIT Kuroda 
by Tadashige Habe, Amakusa Marine Biological 


Laboretory, Kyushu, Japan 


In 1955, the rarest snecies, Perotrochus teramachii was described 
by Dre Tokubei Kuroda, based on a somewhat immature, dead specimen 
from Tosa Bay, collected by lirg Akibumi Teramachi, an expert shell 
collector of Japen, The writer is very haspy now to be able to 
revort the capture of a second specimen of this species, This one 
was collected alive from the same locality by fishermen trawling 
in deep water; it is deposited in the shell collection of Dr. 
Kinji Sakurai, This is the most beautiful specimen of all known 
specimens of Pleurotomaria, The animal was disected by Dr, Ivao 
Taki of the Natural Science Museum of Javan, The opercuium of this 
svecies is larger than that of Pshirasei and EF. beyrichi, quite 
closing the aperture, P.africanus is closely related to this 
snecies in having the shell of quite similar coloration and 
sculpture, It also bears the slit supraperipherally, The writer 
hoves to ly ve a third specimen in the near futures 


A SPINETZSS VARIETY OF GUILFORDIA TRIUMPHANS (shilip»i) 
by Tadashige Habe 


Guilfordia triumphans is’collected rather commonly with the deep 
Sen travl net oft tiinabe, Wakayama Pref., Japan, together with 
Rapane bezoar, Xenonhora pailida and Latiaxis japonica. Last 
year the writer received a Specimen for identification from Mr, 
Kichijiro Yao which at first glance seemed to be a new species of 
Guilfordia. Fortunately it was subjected to closer observations 
Tr tums out to be an extremely aberrant form, entirely lacking the 
Syines which usually radiate from the periphery of the body whorl. 
In addition it also wents the many gear like crenulations. The 
measurements of this specimen are 44,5 mm diameter, 25,5 mm height. 








iy 


ED WOT?, Dr, Habe enclosed a whoto of the Perotrochus which 
we shail try to le ve reproduced in these NOTES soon, 
PS, TO WD, NOTH: See: pege 4°0f this #$suce 
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. Gee MRe WILLIAM H, WHSKS 

eh aka ae Ute Wittiam Ne Weeks, of of the outstanding shell 
collectors of all times, died of a coronary thrombosis, He was 
bried on May 2, 1957, his 87th birthday, 


Living quietly and modestly at his Willoughby Avnae home in Brook- 
lyn he managed to amass one of the most extensive private shell 
collections known in the world today, Between 5 and 10 million 
specimens of all types comprised the collection, For over sixty 
years, lira Yeeks corresnonded with the leading conchologists of 
the world and received shells from’them, These names include 

such men os Sowerby, Fulton, Rolle, Hirase, Powell, Verco, Thor, 
Thaanum and Koch, He was also acauainted with Dr, Henry A, Pils- 
pry, Drs William J, Clench and many others of our leading contem= 
yorary conchclogists, 


Mir, Weeks was bom on Willoughby Avenue in Brooklyn, 2 few doers 
from the house in which he diéd, and he lived his entire life 

on this street, He came of a musical femily, and in his earlier 
years he was an accomplished vianist, gyitarist, comnosed and 
arroenger, His mother was soloist for many years in‘ the Henry 
Yard Beecher Church in Brooklyng and his grandmother, Anna 
Kneringer, was the officaal suisarist to the royal house of the 
Nethcrlends, His father was a solider in the Civil War and fought 
at Gettysburge Mre Weeks is survived by 2 son, H, Wellington 


‘Weeks, who also inherits the family musical tradition, He is an 


accommlished pianist, orgonist and music teachers 


Above All élse, ir, Tihlliam H, Yeeks was a man who radiated sin~- 
cerity, warmth and good will, and those who were vrivilezed to 
know him, will cherish and revere his memory for many years to 


Comes 


~---George 7, Jacobs 


THE 23rd ANNUAL MEETING. OF THE AMU, July 16 to 19, 1957, at. 

Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut. Accomodations: Yale 
dormitories’ (54 per day per sperson), Hotel Taft (7 single; 

S11 double), motels at the West Rock Tunnel exit of the Merritt 
Parkway (38 to $12). College cafeteria oten for lunch and dinner, 
also many restaurants nearby, Registration $2, Banquet 33@50 
(covers. all g ratuiticse) 


Reservations for dormitories should be sent as early as possible 
to lir, Perey Morris, Yeabody Museum of Netural History, Yole Use, 
New Haven, Conne wake other réservations directly with hotels, 


Registration: 9:00 AMT Tuesday, July 16 at Connecticut Hall, 

All sessions held at Connecticut Hall beginning 1:30 Tuesdays 
The field trip will be 4 visit to the US Fisheries Lab at Mil- 
ford, Conn, A dredging trip is planned, weather vemitting, and 
there will be opportunity for beach coliecting, An informal 
social evening is »lanned for Wednesday, July 173 at this 

time Kodachromes and movics of mevious mectings will be shown, 
Bring your pictures} : 
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MY WUROPSAN TRIP 
by George Ii, Jacobs 


In the summer of 1956, finding myself’quite suddenly in the midst 
of a Huropean vacation with my family, I decided to find out what 
was doing shellewise in Rurope,’ 

Our first destination was laris, where we arrived after a somewhat 
foggy crossing on the United States, and my first ambition after 
giving a rathor hurricvd look «& Notre Dome, the Arch of Triumph 
and the #iffel Tower (which we ultimately ascended), was to see 
the famous Paris shell collection, We found out that thés shell 
collection was housed in a sevarate building avrat from the Nat-~- 
ural History Museum at 55 Rue de Buffon, This street runs along 
one side of the Jardin dcs Plantes, which is the most exquisitely 
beautiful and artistically arranged display of flowers that I 
have ever seen, After a little disappointment we eventually saw 
a wrt of the shells of this maginficent collection, Among other 
things we noted, the conus shells in this collection are ghued to 
squares Of cardboard und arranged according to the Conus monograph 
volume 6 of Tryon's Monual of Conchology, beginning with Conus 
Marmoreus ond ending with the tent cones, Maybe these tent cones 
gave everybody 1 headache and were left for the last, but I do 
not know, Anyhow, the B ris collection is exceptionally well 
kept and is worth the missing of a few nights sight seeing in 
Paris for any shell collector to sec, 


Anong other museum collections tre visited were the Zurich col- 
lection, housed in the zoologicsl section of the University of 
Zurich and the Noturhistorisches Museum of Vienna, The Zurich 
Rollection is more compact, omaller, but nicely vresentecd in 
flt top glass cases with movable canvas covers to exclude the 
light, The Vienna collection is very extensive and contains many 
types, It is the oldest museum collection in the world, having 
been founded in the 18th century by Emperor Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria Hungary, himself a shell collector, and endowed with his 
private collectiog, There are not mapy private shell collectors 
in Europe, but the ones that are there are good collectors and 
very scientific, I managed to make a few good exchanges while 
in Gvrone, and disposed of every shell I hed brought slonz for 
this purnose, 


One of the collectors I met in Hurope head returned recently from 
& collecting trip to Africa, sad he vresented with a large Acha- 
tina that he had not only caught byt had eaten as well, He ex- 
plained that fresh mest in this pert of Africa was hard to ob= 
tain, ond the exnedition sugmented their diet with roast monkey, 
liagard end snake, in addition to the snails, ond he said they 
all tasted pretty good, Wo doubt, it must have been great fun, 
But I think for myy part, I should have oreferred to get my land 
Snails : ay 
snails from some dealur, Pea 
FROM OUR CORRESFONDENT IN ‘JISCONSIN: ",,but who Won the door~ 
prize Pleurotomaria hirasei, for heavnsake????", (Reference is 
to NOTES #31, ve2.) Answers Our young member Fred Cannon, whose 
collection must have gotten a big lift from his very good for~ 
une. Congratulations, Fred, 
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EURTE sR NOT ON PuROTROCHUS TRRAMACHTI Kurodae To most of us, 


this mognificent Shell is merely another rare ond unusaul form 

Of ee genus Tleurotomeria of which P. hirasei Plisbry tis the 

best “yon Species, ‘Ye Looked up Thiele to find out why this 

shell \ that is teramachii)is a Perotorechus, and find, eccording 

to that eminent authority (our translation) that the shells of 
Ferotrochus arc “less large, imperforate, columeller edge not 
thickened or twisted, the slit Short," Tyne is P,quoyana P,Fischer 
& Bernardi, Incidnetally, Thiele calls Toketmeelee aenety a, 
section, not a full senus, But that of course is a matter of 





ABCVE FROMM 





Meee CeCe fase Ph gy 


opinion, Incidentally, it might interest some of us (our member 
Fred Cannon for instance), thet hirasei has been nut into the sec- 
tion (or genus if you like) Mikedotrochus Lindholm. The dacfin- 
ition: of this section follows (same Source as above): Shell 

large, imperforate (meaning no umbilicus), slit short and (this 

is important), columellar cdge thickened and twisted." Tyne of 
this section (or subgenus, or genus) is P,beyrichi Hilgendorf, 
And while we're about it, we might as well ‘bring The story of 
Fleurotomaria to 2 close, but mentioning that there is one more 





tu 


} 
section, Entemnotrochus P,Fischer, This sectéwm (or ctc,ctc,) 
whose tyne Is adansoniana Crosse & P,Fiséher, has (loc,cit.)° 
"large shell, peForate (umbilicated), columellar edge simple, 
slit long, Hence we might be able to construct a short key to 
these sections (or etc,etc.) as follows: 

Provided with umbilicuScscceeenos euntumnotrochus 
Without umbilicus 
essoecCOlumellar edge thickened 

aNd tWistcdseseescoescoves. erotorchus 
oeseeCOlumellar edge not thickened 

or twisted, ssaseseveesos sikadotrochus 


Indidentally, the tyvical Fleurotomaria, that is section (or etc.) 
fleurotomaria, can be anplied only to a fossil genus (or section 
or etc.) The story of Pleurotomaria parallels that of the more 
famous Coeclocanth, since a genus thought for many years to he 
purely fossil, turns up © group of living descendants, mkj, 
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"Ye have heard much of the indefatigable Inbors of this 
naturalist, iM, Alcide a'Orbigny, who during the years 1825 
"33 traversed large portions of South America, made an exten=_ 
sive collection, and now is publishing the results on a scale so 
magnificent as to place him immediately second only to Humboldt 
in the list of American travelers," This is Charles Darmvrin's 
appraisal in the first edition (1839) of his The Voyage of the 
Beagle, and it may serve as an introduction to Alcide d'orbigny 
in the current hundredth anniversary of hic death, 


hen Darvin pwonounced this formal opinion, he was ac- 

quainted only with the narrative of the voyage just vublished 
by d'Orbigny in 1835, and did not yet Imow the complete scien= 
tifie results which s ubsequently developed to monumental vro= 
portions, For it can be truly said that no one man has contri- 
buted so much to the knowledge of the natural history, anthro- 
pology, §€ ecology, folklore, anticuities and even the history of 
South Americas; and dtoOrbigny personally rises to the same rank 
as Humboldt and Darvin himself, if not higher, 


D'orbigny was five years older than Darwin, but both were 
about tventy-four when they reached the New World in 1826 and 
1838 respectively, The first returned to Europe in 1834, after 
seven years of exploring South America, and Darvin returned in: 
1836-2 Although on many occasions they visited the same places, 
knew the same people, and by coincidence both were know in 
those countries by the common anpellation of "the naturalist 
Don Carlos," it seems they ignored or heard little of each other 
at that times However, when in 1839 Damvin finished his com= 
paratively short narr-tive, he included many scientific refer- 
ences teken from d*Orbigny, which antedated his own. 


Without detracting anything from the scientific importonce 
of Damnrints voyage, it should be said that the observations made 
by d'Orbigny were more extensive in the geographical area they’ 
covered and more specific in certain ficlds -= in shells alone, 
he studied nearly seven hundred South Amcfican species, D'0rbi- 
gny explored dcener inside the continent, its jungles, rivers, 
mountains, and deserts, while Darwin only occasionally ventured 
into territories far from the seacoaste. In northeastern Bolivia, 
for instance, adtOrbigny visited unkmowm regions which no other 
GcOlogist after him studied for more than a century; and he 
was the first, also, to collect and describe fossils from ane 
Silurian, Devonian, and Carboniferous strata of these ATCASe ‘ 
Recognizing his ability at observing and his accuracy es details, 
Darwin gave many of the fossil shells he collected to diOrbigny 
for study, 


Since d'orbignyts voyage was so important, it may be asked 
his report of it is so poorly Imown, in contrast to that of 
Torhaps the title of Darwin's The Voyage ofthe Beagle 
the Werld did much to increase its vopularity, although 
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Pe i rere anc ela aR di se UE USY to! page 3 
its author devoted four-fifths of hig 
America and only the last nart of hiv 
world," Among other re-gon i 
lish of dtOrbigny's voy 
nine Volumes has 


traveling time to South 
narrative is "around the 
S, there is no translation into Eng~ 
IVaEC, and the mammoth French edition in 
erohibitive vrices for the average readers 

On the other hand, the first impressions and preliminary 
ideas of Darvin's theories on evolution were born during his 
travels in South America and remained linked to ite Further+ 
more, dtOrbigny ves strongly influenced by Cuvier and sup»orted 
and greatly expanded Cuvierts ideas of geological cataclysms and 
successive biological creations, According y he was alnost 
forgotten after his death by a whole ¢ eneration of scientists 
who accepted unchallenged the dialectic of evolutions 


Yet, it is an extraordinary occurrence thet in the same 
decade of the early nineteenth century, tvo of the greatest nat 
uralists of all time “rere surveying the same rogion of the 
world, each in a separate cffort, both laying the foundations 
of what remains today the most valuable knowledge of South 
American natural history, 


Alcide Dessalines d'Orbigny vas bom September 6, 1802 at 
Couerzon, Loire Infericure, Frances His father, also inclined 
to netural hisyory vas a physician at Le Rochelle, the tovm in 
which young Alcide received his education; and developed an ca'@ 
ly interest in the life of marine animals, especially inverte~- 
brates, which he found along eh coasts of the Bay of Biscay, 


His concentrated interest attracted the attention of D, de 
Ferussac, a famous and wealthy amateur who was then’ prevaring 
some of the most deluxe editions of books on shells, and wanted 
@'Orbigny 's assistance, Crlled to Poris in 1824, d'orbigny 
became associated with some of the best Zoologists ofthat time, 
such as Latreille, Geoffroy Saint Hilafre, Brongniart, Deshayes, 
de Blainville, ond the great Uuvier, then at the height of his 
feme, Under the lptterts influence d'Orbiguy matured as an out- 
standing scientist, At this early veriod he published his mem 
orable monograph on the foraminifera, that group of microscopic 
one~celled animals »vrotected by berutiful calcareous structures, 
which study has increased in importance for their paleontologi-= 
cal relation to oil geology, especially in our day, 


At the Paris Muscum (Jardin des Plantes) dtoOrbigny worked 
intensively on conchology and paleontology, being a master in 
both fields, The same yerr he sailed for America and published 
his monograph on Cephalopods (1826(, Inter he studied all the 
European Tertiary formations, snd during 1840-45 produced the 
eight huge volumes of the Palcontologie Fron eee Le yen 
nened the first professor df the chair of pa contology created 
for him at the Paris Museum in 1853, and his treatises vere 
widely in use by the 19th century specialists, Zittel, one — 
of the best authorities in paleontology, ssid that at diorbig- 
ny's death it was impossible to find anyone in France to contin-~ 
ve his work, D'Orbigny also established himslef as an authority 
in anthronology with The American lan, the book of Ste Sea 
ond. archeological discoveries and descrivtions, In de la Sagrats 


We 
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Siondara work, Natural History of the Island of Cuba (1841-53) 
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a'Orbigny was responsible for the sections on birds, shells snd 
foraminifera, In 1852 he introduced'a new system of geologtcal 
nomenclature, based on English terms, that has been universally 
adopted since then, 


It is not »vossible to enumerate here all the important ach- 
ievements of d'Orbigny, and all the honors he received during 
a quarter of a centry, He held the titles’of Doctor of Natural 
Sciences, Chevalicr of the Legion of Honor, the Order Vladimir 
of Russia, and the Iron Crovm of Austria, He was an honorary 
member of various socictics, the Philomatic, of Geogranhyy of 
Geology, and Ethnogrecthy of Paris, the Geological Society of 
London, Turin Academy of Sciences, md similar academies in 
Philadelvhiay Moscow, Madrid, de Blois, Ratisbone, Saintes, 
Bordcaum, La Rochelle, Montevideo, and Legion of Honor of Bolivia, 
Yet he worked always with the humblest devotion ond madesty. 


The greatest achievement of d'Orbigny's life, hovever, was 
the result of his memorabletravels in South America, The Paris 
Museum granted 6000 francs for the voyage, which was to cover 
the transvorting of his collections «= a sum quite insufficent 
-- but the generosity of the Duke of Rivoli, a friend of natur- 
alists, helped wih 3000 frances each year until 1830, When 
Huaboldt leamed of his »vreparations for the trip he sent various 
technical instruments, such as barometers and thermometers, 
along with encouragement and advice;3: and also Cuvier devoted 
to him “some of his precious moments," es dtOrbigny remembered 
gratitude. 


D'Orbigny left the port of Brest the last day of July 1826, 
on board the corvette Meuse, arriving at Rio de Janeiro tio months 
later after 2 short stay in the Canary Islands, His first 
geological observations led him to the conclusion that the Brazil- 
ian coast had been rising over a iong period of times and the 
smae with the coast of Montevideo, where he found fossil shells 
high in the cliffs comverable to those actufally living in the 
bay, These are the same preliminary imoressions on the geology 
of the South Amcricanc ontinént that occurred to Darvin five 
years later, 


In October he was journeying in the territory of the "Banda 
Oriental" (Uruguay), which at that time was the scene of a war 
betveen the United Provinces of La Flata and the Brazilian tm« 
pire, On December 18, while takin weather data at Montevideo, 
with the barometer given him by Humboldt, dtorbigny’was taken 
prisoner by the Brazilian army and put in a dungcon, where he 
undervent 2 long and insulting interrogation on cherges that he 
was a dangerous spy vorking fro the United Province ese "T newer 
imagined,” says dtOrbigny, "that in this nineteenth century, 
superior office#s of such an’ empire as Brazil had not the least 
iden of what a barometer was, so as to believe I was able to 
uake topographical surveys of any military value with itt" 


After he was released, his wish to cross the wide estuary 
as @cloayed on accouut of the blockade nainkained by the Brazil- 
q2 flect, Finally, however, by forcing the blockage and risk- 
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ing capture a second time, d'Orbieny eluded a convoy of tiventy 
of these ships, Only a few hours later the convoy was defeated 
by Adairel Brown, an Irish-Ameri¢an who hed volunteered his ser= 
vices to the Bucnos Aires governrent, and dtOrbigny arrived at 
Buenos ..ircs during the exciting vublic celebration, in which 

he particiveted and Inter reported vividly, sa 


D'Orbigny was trvaveling in South ‘merica at a time when 
the different countries, having recently occured their independ} 
ence, were embroiled in much internal dissension with resthting 
discord and even snarchyg The best intentions of the central 
governments were not enough to please the cesudillos, or military 
chieftains, end the semi-borbarians who lived in the intvrior 
and disliked lay and order, constantly menacing the frontiers, 
Economie difficulties caused by the inflation during interna 
and forelgn Wars, and the mancacing caudillos made d'orbigny 
dusist from his plen of vrossing the Andes toward Chile, In+« 
stead: he decid¢d on jaore profitable travel for a yesr to the 
north, in the region of old Jesuit Missions == abandoned since 
1767 == elong the Parna and Paraguay rivers, nd the Chaco. 


Retuming to the pampas in 1828, he’ varticipsted in a mi- 
litary expedition to the Indinn frontier, five hundred niles 
south of Buenos Aires, the same itinerary followed oftervard 
by Dorvin, He also explored Patagonia, living with and obsere 
ving the Indians, and want to the Pacific sround Cape Horn, He 
stayed in Chile, then crossed the Andes into Bolivia in May 1830, 
advancing towrerd the huart of the continent as far as the Gua= 
yore River in Northern Matto Grosso.¢ 


These trivs into the unknown regions of Bolivia and western 
Brazil nake the nost interestint parts of his narrative’ because 
of the originality of his descriptions, end in addition, his 
excellent victures, These included nore thon sixty plates of 
detailed scenic views of Indian life, costumes, od antiquities 
---dravings made by his ovm hand with such authencity that many 
of them are today uniaue documents of historic value, His stay 
in Bolivia lasted three years, and oftur a short visit to Feru 
hessaildd for Eurove from Unlparaiso, arriving at La Gironda 
in February 1834. D'tOrbigny dicd at Pierrvsite, near St.Denis 
on Bune 30, 1857, A great part of the collection from his voy= 
age todey is at the British ee a 

% * 


NOTH: The only comm6n shell in our arva named by atoOrbigny 

Ts our common jingle shell, Anonian simplex, which the »uthor 
described from Cuba, DtOrbigny noted that it differed from the 
European A, ephivpium Linne, cven though Linne had said that 
his snecics came from Tennsyhvania, It took American concholo= 
gists a long time to recognize the correctness of d'Orbigny's 
observation, In most of our older lists our jingle shell is 
callled by its incorrect European name, or else by its syno~ 
elabre Verrill, The letter author also noted thet our 
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CONUS MARMOREUS Linne and GONUS BANDANUS Bruguiere 
by Anthony DtAttilio 


Some observations mme recently on the spedific validity of Conus 
bandanus has prompted me to examine some of the literature ad shells with 
the hppe of clarifying this problem at le st to my own satisfactions One 
smal] observation caught my attention immediately» An examination of the 
usual iconograp hies shows that no mention is made of the pretty pink color 
on the inner lip of Conus marmoreuse In the species of shells referred to 
marmoreus and bandanus, there appear to be two fairly well daffarontieteds- 
Fommac Whether Shose vonssitute hybridiging or distinct non-hybridyzing 
populations of one species or are in fact all all times physiolo: ically 
spparate entities remains te be proveno 


Below ae pointed out differences which ae readily apparent to any con- 
chologist, differences wich in my xperience are consistent enoguh to deserve 





notices 
Shell Characters Compared Conus marmoreus Le Cebandanus Bruge 
“Exterior shell chlor Waite Flesn color 
Black maxkings evenly dispersed, Black markings 
: no banding or ese always arrayed in 
very slight bands 
Interior a shell color pink, very infrequen~ white 
tly whhte 
Coronation of spire Blunt, knobby Strong, sharp 


y on recently collected "live™ shellse 

Old masceun spesimena for instanse Iw ould reject for comparison ead aia 
du*foron-se hee a teudency to disappears especially the more delicate tints. 

54 of snells studteds C.marmoreus, Queens land, Philippines; C.bandanus 
wpe as Aad a hee Bh = 


Beat aYtica, Phiiinpiness The mixed 1obs from the Philippines are easily 


Separated without question 


hese observas ions were made onl 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 63rd meoting of the NsYeSeCo, Moy 5, 19576 


nek a Oa ct ceeatae heen 


nos prosonued a paper; iilustrated with slides, entitled "Eco0- 
of ‘the Sceashore*® She said that the dunes were barren of 

life, and that the hfgh tide level yiel.ds only worn specimens of shellso 

The iater*:dai repion yields scavengers, such as Lunatia heros and Bysycon 
canaliculetus- In the low water levels are found Acquipesten {rradians, 

and on she rosky coasts are found the periwinkle, Littorina littorea, The 

salt maxvehes arc plains that ha e sunken bewlo sea levels the marsh snail, 
Melampus Didenwatus, is a transitional form that can breather air, The hare 
bors. river mouths, and estuaries carry a good dsal of silt tha smothers forms 
such as the oysters The weer in these bodies is partly saline and gababe ad 
sowage provide food for scavenger orgonsimss industrial w stes, how ver, 

aro hermPui>s Piers and docks support shipwrms, Miss “cingartner showed heaut- 
iful slides of her ceological ridges and also of other forms of marino life be- 
sides moliusk2 that sould be found in the various ridges:ecclire George dYmobs 
repoteed on his trip during the past summer to muscums and private collections 
in Enrope: He also announced thot Mr. William He Weeks ha dicd recentlys 

The last item on the agenda ws an experimental identification clinic of Cypracea 
condu-ted by Mr. Anthony D'Attilios Mre D'as used his ow spccimens and books 
for referense and oxamples» He explained first the differences betweon the 
more common confusing species, @iving hints on how to §dontify spocimens aquired 
m sone future Jae. Ther he named those species of which some mohbers wre still 
in douds. The only problem ws in maintaining a priority among the members for 
ir. DiAttilio's serviceses The clinic was a most successful expcrimento 
x#exCatherine Ahders, Sseretary 











departed by chattered bus from 

asona Biva nea: | raay, May 25 for Jones Beache 
boows 25 member's and guests were aboard the bus; soferal others joined the 
group at Jones Beash, he members disombarked nosar the Coast Guard station and 
hiked ovor the dunes to the beach, The members combed the beach about 45 yardd 
to the cast and then combed west to the jetty being built at Jones Inlet. 

Since the jetty is ucew, the only species found there wes Mytilus eduliso The 
membewa then ate their basked lunches, donating excess to thoso who had 
forgotten theirs. Mrs. Wichern offered two specios of delicious cookies to the 
menbors- Aftor lunch the members wont their separate ways to find spocimens 

of Lacyna vineta, Mitrella lunata; and Littorinalittorea» The membors met at 


the Parking Field at 4 P M and aigembarkod at Queens Blvd at 53255 
xxaxx%*Cathorine Ahders, Sccretary 


THE NINTE 






FROM OUR VIRGIN ISALND CORRESPOND&NT : vie were in Puerto Rico recently and It 
tried tc get some shells around Mayaguez» Much of the shore is mangrove which 
me ans no beach and the beaches are mostly very narrow and tot too much on 
tii Gh locas ware shores. t did manage tougey several sholls though in one place 
whore I wit over a lot of soral and got 4 fine lot of Coralliophilas, some 
unusually Aarge, a fine Murex hex gona. gome unveual chitons ote, The Puerto 
Rivans must eat a lot of “Hert fish (or use them for bait). There wore large 
Livona Pica and in one out-of-way spot I found 
an cnormous qvantity of lerge #764 zebra, many with fine yollow ad purple 
Chamaz, also big Murex brevifrons, some Vasum muricatum etc. On another 
beach wre many Conus verrucosus in a varicty of colors; much protticr than on 
St. Groise alsc a few Conus julias -~ or that's what thoy call them, nothing 
like the 8%-Croix shells or the jllustration in Johnsonia -- a very distinct 
and pretty: Not much fromSteCroix, though I 


eanunculus tho other days when huntgéng 


Piles of big astrea caclata, 





cone aayuy - ama 1 (one insh) 
did get a very fine 2 inch Conus 
‘ 4 without)» I have recently found tw 


for 4 dsucas with operowlum (I found 
or three vory pretty Homatonus with sculpture which looks like lace, 
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(continues ) diffcrent from any I have seen befores 
#x*EKG, Usticko 


OPPORTUNITY ¢ *T would like very much to get in touch with a correspon~ 
ow to exehanging specimens, * Signeds Dro JaJ.Sarrut, BeSco, MsDo 
. Sta Julians, MALTA, (Mcditerrancan). Any ono interostod might 
Sarr dircctly. 







MUREX ELONGATUS Solander ( = Glavus Kionor) and MU REX PELLUCIDUS 
Recve FROM JAPAN igi 
by Anthony D*Attilio 


Specinens of both these shell in the writer's collection aro a distinct 
puszic, Purhaps the specimens reccive’ as pellucidus may be nisidentified or 
for tha mattos sShoso referred to clongatus ray bo wrongs Although thoy shsve 
several distinguiching funtures, they remain uneonfortably close in other ro-# 
ss, Tho following differences aro discemnables the shape of the largo 
yarix fomme one sweeping curve in throo oxamples of peulluciduse This curve 
is somewhat bent in elshectrssas shown in tho figures bolowe There is a 
steong tuborele in tho contor of coach worl on pellucidus which appears also 
on the tarec examples of elong.tus, except rathor obsolotes Pellucidus seems 
¢ also amore compact smaller shell than clongatus« 

Eegidos these differences thebearc nany nore showing dogreos of sinila rity 
that are obvious; The three varicos on both spenicos continue on cach whorl 
toward: the soire in a slight ourve to one sidoe Tho surface of the shells 
where thoy are not worn is delicately sealede Both species vay in solor 

from specimens that a e¢ pure white to those of a delicate flesh colors The 
noutsh in sone specimens is flushed with a rose pink and the lip is slightly 
dentate ; 

A dDeach specimen of elongatus measuring 80 mm is in my possession fron 
Mogarioique, Apparently rare only booause it is found in deep wter, this in- 
ideation of its large geographical range certainly demonstrates that rany 
species aro not rate in mature, thoggh only too rare in the hands of col- 
lectiors,, 

It is interesting to note that specinens of elongatus fron other local- 
ities do not always have the well develpped web bing above the body whorls Such 
shells generally appear to hae a more elongate spire and this certainly (continued) 
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(continued) might add in some respects to the attractiveness of the shells 
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path eee a eds amta Nine acca mm marae scoala and la naam aaa a iad 


Three specimens of eclongatus are $1, 68, 75 mm in heights 
Three specinens of pellucidus are 48, &8, 51 mn in heights 


4 NEWMOLLUSCAN CLASSs Several members have sent the editor itens fron the 
dwspapess roferring to the discovery of a mollusk about the sixo of a 
silver dollar which fits into none of the 5 classes of nollusks known till 
todaye It is a plain looking limpet like creature that for all its plain- 
ness set the conchological world agog, As we know, up to now the followng 
classes of the phylum Mollusca were knowns Amphineura, the chitonss 
pelecypods, the clamsp scaphopods, the clophant tooth shellsg gastropods, 
the snails (shelled and shell--less); the cephalopods, the octopusts and 
squids. These shells have all this in commone that in no class dof any 
species appear that are segmented like worms, Now cores 4 new and sixth 
class, the MONOPLOCPHERA, which differ fron allf other classes in that 
they are a egmente’ 4 So why aren't they worms? Well they hove a shell 
and, even more important, they have a radula, an organ absolutely linited 
to nollusks, The velocanth made a lot of fuss in the papers, but this 

new discovery of the prinitive mollusk is far more important since it 
compels scientists to change their definition of the nollusk phylun and 

to build a brand new class to house ity, mkj 


A NOTE FROM DRe TADASHIGE HABE. fl have received a copy of the New York 
Shoii Olup Notes and shank you for ite I read it with a great deal of in- 
terests In the arsicle on the Conus glans and its related forms, Mrs D'At- 
tilio deseribed Conus terebellum, but this specific name of Linne’s is not 
a cone shell. but a Strombus; His species may be Conus (Hermes) torobra 
Borns Sinccrely yours, Drea Tadashigo Habce 





SEELL CLUB MEMBER MAKES TVs Fran a picture post card direectod to the 
Editor oy tho Scersharys “Just aftor I sont tho notc to you, I saw Miss 
Woingertnor (tho troas,) win a frying pan fron hor viows on juvonilo 
dolinguoney and its corroction on Sholdon‘s Sido Walk Intcrvicws Channol 
Set 1s15 P Me Signod, Tho Scctys" The Ed commontss Ho fails to soa 

the connection botwoon a frying pan and JoDe, oxcopt that it can be usod 
to fry the scat of some of the worse juvcniles who wnt doliqucnt, ihore 
else in a sholl publication docs tho worthy roador come across itoms rola- 
ting to the bringing up of childron? Aro we truly uniquc? 


EXCHANGE NOTICEs The Hawaiian Malacolotical Socicty sonds its publication 
stondily to tho Editor, who mkos it avaleble to any intorésted mombers 
In our hunble opinion it is the bost of these mineogrpahed house organse 
In the last issuc all and sundry wore advisod and informed that the Hawaiian 
Islands asro indood part of thoso grand United States, and that postage 
sont thore nocd not cost more than sent to any part of our far flung 
roalms, and that tho Islanders are pained at the thoughtlessness of us 
Mainlanders; $o watch your postage and adressese Funny thing, though, 
tho Editor has had numerous unpleasant experiences with Cubans who wore 
horrified when some of ny less wil informed compatriots made that Pearl 
of the Antilles a part of the US and A, 8 Pogo sayse Just goes to 
Shows you can't please everybody, Some are mad bocause they ain't and 
ZEKEXMEKE and poople think they arc, and some are peeved because they 
are and people think they ain't- 

MKJ 


Ss a win se he 
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George Jacobs Catherine Ajders 
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CORRESPONDING SHCTY Mathilde Weingartner SEC'Y JR, DIV, 


Josephine Wichexn Neil Fetersen 
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PIR er atgttr colina Rohe CO) acl a) Lula Snowe ap alates ERA TTGEE PY POTENT oI AARNE URI HARUN De cal gE SD 
HRI TPT HE SE IRE EDR HH HERR KEEN HME HER IEE TBE ERERED ERE 


NEXT MEETING***+#5unday, November 24 at 2 PF M'in Room 319 of the 
American liuseum of Natural History, Central Park West 
and 77° St... New York 

These NOTHS are distributed free of charge by mail to all regular 

membexs of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB, Dues for regular membership 

axe $2 per year,: Svecial family rate: $2 for first, $1 for each 
of other members of same family. Corresvonding members (dues $1 
per year) also recieve these NOTS by mail, Address all inauiries 
ana material for »nublication to the Editor at 455 +e-ch 139 St, 

Rockaway Beach 94, New York, 


EAS ELSE AB. SPA HE? nee GeO Ses aieta hs otk gy a - GRAND ACNE SAS INS ALND EM SBN NAS 8 Lak RS BNO, SL ME ah RTECS AF eens hg DME AD SLABS TAY. e TR CBE Se 
Gr raids ace ior ockacely we Gi air car tole he a a ae oe SHER IK RHE SOT KEIR ESHER BEEBE TB 


THE QUESTION BOX, Started at the October meeting, our new QuBa 
period brought forth about a half-dozen queries ranging from the 
life-span of shells to the reason for the recent setting up of a 
sixth class of mollusks, (ED,Notes The new mollusk is called 
Neopilina gajathea and the new molluscan class is MONOFLOCOFHORA, ) 
This indicates that our new program feature serves a real need, 
and it will be of value both to beginning collectors and to those 
who delve into the more techincal asnects of conchology, fFaper 
and pencils will be available Before the onening of each meeting 
and the written auestions will be collected and read off right 
after the business portion of the meeting is concluded, Vodun-~ 
teers will be cnliled for to suvmay the answers; if the subject 
ig too recondite, the cuestion will be held over until the fol~ 
lowing month to nemmit consultation of reference books, On the 
other hand, you may make as simple an inquiry as you like under 
the shadow of anonymity, So crank up your curiosity} 

E.F,Cowles Jrs 


NYSC MEMBERS IN THE NEWS. Mrs, Jo Wichern had a dandy little 
art.cle. with picture, about her hobby and herself in the Queens 
Edition of the N.Y.Daily News of Sunday, Sept,29, 1957, it con~ 
tained a sympathctic and interesting discussion of the activities 
of an emateur in a fascinating hobby, It appeared exactly one 
year arter the picture article on the special hobby of our own 

Doc Jacobs who has a collection of the plaster casts (made by 
hims@lf of the fists of famous fighters, The largest fist in 

the collection is that of Primo Carnera, This article appeared 

in the Sunday News of Septe9, 1956eceeeIn the PARENTS' Magazine 

of JuAy 4957 our member Bernard Katz has a beautifully illustrated 
article called "Everyone wins this Shell Game," It is 4 breezy, 
entertaining article dealing with the elements of shell collecting, 
We are very grateful to Mr, Katz for all the nice things he said 
about our Club, This has led to many inauiries from interested 
People. mkj 
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Hy TASSING OF DRo HANRY Ao EUUSBRYs’ On Sunday, October 27 *t 

A in the city of Lantana, Florida, this leadcr of malacology 
passed avayo No doubt many far more important organs than this 
Will vublish commemorations of the great achievements of this 
outstanding scholar; But it is fitting that we pay onr tribute 
as well, It is generally conceded that he was by far the ablest 
scholar vho ever worked in the field of shells since its inception, 
He had the pitience and skill, the deen learming and wide knowe# 
ledge thet is found in every scholar, but he also had that flash 
of genius thet enabled him to sev unerringly the guiding lines 
which brought sense and system to the entire subject, Thus his 
insight in the huge families Nelicidse %nd Buldnulidac has given 
to our science the true basis which exnlains the natural affinity 
and true organization of the vast number of species in cach of 
then, Both of these femilies have always been the stumbling block 


to serious students; after Pilsbry this is no longer true, Another 


of his great achievenhts is in the field of American lanf shells, 
His huge monogravh on this subject is in our hiablie opinion the 
best single book on any shell fauns we have ever seen, Careful 
reading ana study of this work alone can make anyone a real expe rt’ 
in the field, His basic concepts are cleurrly stated and explained, 
his descriptions are concise and easily followed == in short, with 
Pilsbry the study of our Innd fauna has reached an apex, Future 
studies can add a bit here and there, but the huge structure is 
etemal for it is true, With the possible exception of the much 
poorer fauun of the British Isles, I do not think that this stage 
has been reached anywhere else in the world as fan as chelis are 
concemedgsceoHkis amazing vitality at his advanced age has always 
been & source of admiration ond wonder to s11 who'met him, He 
attended the AMU Nu Haven canvention last summer, £0 that we can 
way that at 94 yenrs of age, he Was as enry and lively a5 mun 

many years younger, He never gave up his pipe, had coktails with 
the best of us, buctied about unaided ‘ith great sureness and speed 
“» truly a man 94 yenrs young} There are many anecdotes bout 

his phenomenal menorye The writer has one to0g 


Several years ago in 1950, I planned a collecting trip to Mexico 
and of course visited Dr, tilsbry for advice, since his knowledge 
of Mexicnn Innd shells was second to none in the world. He asked 
me to visit 2 station knowng as el Diente near Monterrey to get 
Sone locotynves of a Huglandina he had described,g No one in Monte 


rrey kney of the plnce and so I hed to confess my failure to Pilsbry 


when I returned, Four yerrs later, after working with huge numbers 
of shells andwriting huge numbers of articles, Pilsbry again was 
visited by me -~ the first time I had seen him or communicated wth 
hin since 1950, He shook my hand and without 4 moment's delay 
told me that someone else had had more success and that Diente 
actually did exist and the Euglandina also, Such a memory is 
renarkable enough in a man in middle ages, but Pilsbry was &&most 
90 at the time, I might as well confess «= I hrd completely for« 
gotten the incident, And I have for to go to resch anyvhere 

near the age of Filsbry, Truly a Giant has left us, Let those 

of us who vere fortunate enough to have known him, thank God for 
having enjoyed this great privilege. With Antony I asks: When 
comes such another? miki 
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COLLECTING SHELLS IN ST.CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS. "I located some 
fev sheils in Altona Lagoon (Sec Nautilus April 1957, poll3) 

~. which by the way has been reopened by the public ~orks here 
end now has a normal flow of water. There were 2 or 3 species of 
TyyneateLlia and Cerithidea, Of the Intter I found Cy, costata and 
G, costata beattyi and intermediates; also C, costata turrita, 
supposed to be a strictly Florida shell,gooI went out shellsin 

on Sunday and didn*t ect much =~ ceveral unusual Epitoniun, 

Arene cruentata and other smell shells, but as Iwas about through 
I dccided to check o spot I had always neglected, 2s I didn't see 
how anything could be there, Inngine my surprise when I’found a 
nice Conus daucus, then six inches away a Conus centurio, unfore 
tunately damaged when I turned it over and then two more inches 

. beautiful Conus jaumeil} with periostracum and perfect LEDs “OO 
that spot will bet 2 more thorough going over next tine, 


We have hed beautiful weather here, but hardly any rain, so when 
it does rain, we will probably get drovmed out, We went to Nassau 
in the Bahamas recently, but got very little, I found 2 shell here 
(i,e9St,Croiz) which is giving me some fun, All the experts I: 
shov it to know what it is, but can’t put a name to it exactly, 
and they all lmow it differently} Everyone thinks he has seen it 
sonevhere, Some time, Anyway, it is a very pretty gastronvod, and 
I mvait results vith interest, Kindest regards to all" 
ee0G, Usticke 

EXCERET FROM MINUTES OF 64th MENTING, OCT. Sete 
fir, Jacobson introduced i'r, and iirs, Kuczyneki, the spenkers of 
the afternoon, who had been billed as the mrine life and nature 
photogravhers, They showed slidcs of the 1957 AU convention, 
collecting areas in Florida, and live mollusks they had found in 
those areas, The slides of Lima and an ivory cowry with a 
blakk nantle sprend around hin drew gasps of admiration fron the 
menbers, Mr, Cowles sho.ed slides of the club field trip to 
Jones beach and Miss Weingartner showed her slides of the AMU 
convention," 

Catherine Ahders 


COLLECTING IN THE FAR FACIFICs (HD,NOTHs This is 2 personal let~ 
er from Dr, Yosnio Kondo of the Bishop Museum of Honolulu, We 
liked it so much that we are reproducing it herez later we exvect 
to get nemmission to do so from Dr. Kondo, This system of ours 
saves a lot of time, The vorst we can get Inter are kicks.) 


"Not much to tell you about the Philipnine Islands side from what 
Iwrote you; We did get a few colorful seashells and some plants 
and insects, very very few land shells, Seventy five days ona 
little boat with 18-20 people is too much, I liked the islands a 
and the Filipinos, Sone of the finest native peoples are right 
there in the typhoon belt, They like to teke life casy, not work 
too hard and are nost hospitable to strangers, The ntives eagt 
fish mostly, The southern Sulu Moros prefer cassawa as a starchy 
supplenent and rice second, In the middle islands com and camotes 
are preferred, In the northern islands they prefer rice, Babui 
or pig is their favorite food, even above fish nut it is hard to 
taise end expensive to buy, Some friends in Iianila tried to in» 
itiate me into the art of eating balut but I declined, Balut is 
§ half developed chick cooked inside the shell. You knock off 
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like a boiled egg, There is - little pool of fluid there, vos~ 
ssibly the anniotic fluid, which together with the claf chicken 
inside is subposed to be most delicious, Delicious or no, I jus 
stuck to Sam Miguel beer and Tanduhay Rum. American whiskey is 
expensive and I should say costs jst like at hore, Cigarette 
prices are out of this world, Lucky Strikcs are #1, 15: OR Oo 
cents ver PACK, not enrton, You and I couldn't live one month in 
Pole 1 lived 19 days in a first class airconditioned hotel cost- 
ing 12 bucks a day and food was about 5 bucks 1 day, The heat was 
s0 terrific I had to get out of there fast and I took off 107 
cool Japan where I got desheated after Mnnila's 99 degrees heats 
It-‘was 55 most of the time in Japanese 


Traveled from Kyushu to Hokicnido, meeting molacolggists, fisheries 
nen, ond looking into museums and universities, That's a country 
worbh secing and experiencing for any Americono, Hveryone I've 

ne hack home so far just have nothing but raves for Japan, the food, 
the courtesy, the cleanliness, the industriousness, not to sneak 

of the fine looking women and beautiful geishase A friend in 
Kyushu initinted me into the Odenyo = 4 small shop where they’ 

sold various kinds of hors d'ocuvres like rav fish, raw squid, 

tofu infused with eggs, chicken broiled in some sind of dreamy 
sauce, lobster teripura, OB, yurmye You sit on % stool and in 

front of you is a narrow bar, Behind the bar are three girls with 
just room enough for them to serve yous They sell you hot sake, 

as nany bottles as you enn down in the tire you care to stay theres 
One thing abaut Japan is thet once you sre a customer, even if a 
stranger, they are so courtelious, there is no necd to bresk the 
ice, After the customary courtesy scconpanied with genuine omiles, 
~e well nfter the elaborate rituals, they st once thew outs 


Next night the prof invited me to his homo, He had an attractive 
wife and an attractive daughter, They were spiffed up with xix 
expensive kinones, enough to impress a dozen of me, and I was 
really impressed, My complaint had been that there vere too many 
worren in ill fitting western clothes, was the kimono custori dying? 
And this was his ansverg Well, since I was to catch the 5:42 
train for Kyoto, the prof began his ficsta at 3 PM, Began with 
raw fish end hot snkesg Soon we were again in rosy hunor, nainly 
beeruse the wife and daughter were there -~ they were smiling and 
attended to every detaily filling the seke thimbles, filling your 
little pletes, urging you to eat more, asking abour your family -- 
oh, man that was.a wonderful pk ce to ‘bes They took special pains 
to give me Hnkata!s chicf culinary delight, This dish was called 
Mizu Tak } translinted a Doiled @inner, You recall the sukiyaki 
I premared for you? Mizutaki is sukiyaki without shoyu, You 
place 2 hichirin on the table, pour in chicken soup on the fry- 
ing mn, hen the liquid begins to boil genly, place in it various 
parts of a deboned chicken, spring onions, delicious ment balls, 
mnushroons, tofu, bamboo shocts, Each itme is cooked and eaten hot 
end then yu to the next item and so on, all the while frinking 
the delicious hot soun and hot sake alternstclye Finally I could 
hardly stand about 5:00 PM from the overload, At this monent 
they serve you hot rice with pickled wegetables and you eat sone 
hore, he 

(to be continued) 





: “ng f 
ieee 
v4 a “ 








ya VOR SHELL CLUB NOTES Noe 35 October 1957 age § 


(os ’ 


UREX BIPINNATUS Reeve FROM MOZAMRIgUEs This is another rare shell 
in the clavus “Con Dl eke tt 16 mainly 76 be distinguished by the Inck 
of varices on 7ll whorls except the last. <All the reneining whorls 
are tubercuioted, The height of the elongate svire is more pronouns 
ced than clavus although in other respects it is close to this spe» 
cies, The figure drmm her: is from a specimen received recently 
from gast Africa, Its size is only sev era] nillimeters larger 

than the figure in Reeve's nonogranh,; “pooumably fron the remarks 
below the doserintion the ficure in the Iconica was drawn life size 
from the holotype, 

It should be noted that the srecinen vas igh: to me as clavus Kinner, 
It was Dr, JeMorrison of the U.S,Natlhli u who drew ny attention 

‘to the much different spiral sculpture. eal Glavus gor elongetus) 

as I have vreviously indicrtcd in the Inst issue of the NOTHS, has 
three varices on cach whorl, These virices form more or less con» 
necting ridges from top to bottom of the shell, In color bipinna= 
tus ig white with a sident indiertion of oink 2round the aperture, 

Im told by the collector thet rhis specinen was taken Ai ies ak 
water among recds, Avrvarently cuite rare 2t this locnlity, it wa 

the second specimen to be discovered by the collector in ten yer 386 


Since sca shclls sre collected there by the native women for food, 

it is quite likely that meny a prize shell gets phe 6 q..i oder 

to nrovide © tocthsome morsel for some hungry nitive, 
aaremAnthony DIAttilio 
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REAATAN ART MEATING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 at 2:00 PM in Room: 
819, American Museum Natural History, N.Y. 
T@ PIC: Miss Virginia Orr of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of “hihadelphia will talk on her adventures 
while collecting in ZANZIBAR, Talk to be guarnished with color 
slidese 
These NOTES are distributed free of charge to all regular members 
of the NY YORK SHELI. CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for each of 
other members of the same family),) Cérresponding members (dues 
Sl per year) also receive these NOTES by mail, Address all ine 
quiries and material for publication to the Hditor at 455 Beach 
139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, New York, 
KHIR IE FOE HE I ESR EE EE ET RH KHKNR EK KEKE AKER TD 


UXCHANG! NOTICH: The latest number of the lively HAWAIIAN SHELL 
News contains an account of the recent Annual Shell Fair held in 
Honolulu from October 21 thru 25, Apvmrently it was a huge suce 
cess, financial and otherwise, A beautiful 4 page program was 
printed (our emphasis) and widely distributed, Such a serious 
looking, well-done vrogram always has the effect of attracting 
visitors and interested rnevsons, There were 83 items in the 
Parade of Exhibits including such things as GOLDAN COVRIUS (how 
many?), MICROSCOPIC SHSLIS, NIIHAU SHELLS (what's that?), COLOR 
IN SHELLS, ODDITINS IN SHELLS, MOLLUSKS AS FOOD, SNAILS AND 
MEDICINS in addition to the expected HAYVAILAN SHELLS, HAWAIIAN 
CONES, HAWAIIAN LAND SHELLS etc, Other items of interest: over 
2400 school children accompanied by their teachers visited the 
fair at one time or anothers there were 29 golden cowries (in 
answer to our query abvoe) “all nestled in black velvet in one 
case"s snecial made-to-order souvenir Aloha shtrts with shell 
designs proved popular at 55 a pieces many mainland visitors 
were present; a large number of awards were made, Sounds to 
us like a lively, well worth while affair, ‘ 

mkj 


THROUGH DARKEST MANHATTAN This journal frequently prints vieces 
avout she collecting expeditions, Herewith another: 
The McArthur Shop, 144 East 61 Street, is small, but at least 
one recent visitor to New York places it higher on her list than 
any other of he City's points of interest, A twelve year old 
Tesident of Reading, Pae, having hoarded her allowance for months, 
prevailed unon her father to drive her over one Saturday if Nove 
ember, Mother and the kid brother came along for the ride, which 
terminated in Newark beacuse Father had heard rumors about our 
traffic yroblem, None of them had visited the big town before, 
They took the Hudson Tube, then the BMT, getting off at 59 
Street and walking the tvo b,ocks to McArthur's, It was a dingy 
day, so they could not see the outline of even the nearest sky 
skraper, They spent ninety minutes in the shop, Brother, who 
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is a Mineral Man, grew a might restless, but Sister was in seventh 
neaven. She looked at everything, land, freshwater and marine 
gnecimens collected all over the world, then judiciously made her 
selections, lot only did she get the maximum for every penny, but 
Nia and Pa each kicked in a quarter for an extra item when her funds 
were exhausted, because she hinted so prettily, Brother remakked 
thet they would owe him the equivalent twoard a future deal in 
minerals, with which logic they had to agree, being that kind of 
family, Then they hended back to the subway, sister dreamily clu~ 
tching her package, the safari a complete success, Emvire State 
Building, move over! Some tourists haven't time for yous 

by Veronica Johns 


COLLSCTING IN TH VIRGIN ISLAND: (items from our Correspondent) 
Wis an example of how unpredictable shelling is here, I went to the 
same beach at Ham Bay where all the small shells were a few days 
before, and this time there were loads of shells, byt vractically 
none of the ones I got before, These weref all different} I got 
5 new Eoitonium I had not prefiously found, including B,echino- 
costatum, fractum, and one entirely new one over + inch long, and 
one that I presume is an Hpitonium; it resembles a solutiscala, 
but there is nothing like it in JOHNSONIA, Then there were several 
Achitectonicidne in cluding A,. nobilis, krebsi, Torinia bisulcata, © 
and cylindrica (2 varieties) and several Bursidae including thomae, 
corrugats, cubanianas also many (hundreds) of tusk shells, several 
kinds, and Cadulus and many others, too numerous to list, even a 
poor Conus centurio$ It just seems veculiar to me that the shells 
cast up in the same spot, about a week apart, should be so dif- 
ferent," : 
"T made a rather interesting discovery the other day, when I noticed 
that the Cyclostrema had been treated in JOHNSONIA, In the list I 
sent you, I listed Cyclostrema amabilis, Well, I find that I did 
not have emabilis, but that the shellf was C,tortuganum, which, ac~ 
cording to JOHNSONIA, has not been found since 1914 and only three 
Specimens before then} I got three more Cyclostremas, two young 
Ones and one adult, avvarently different from anything in HOHNSONIA," 
by G. Usticke 
NOTH: Just in case any of the readers do not yet know, JOHNSONIA 
referred to above, is 2 collection of monographs dealing with the 
Shells of the westem Atlantic (our shore), ‘They are suverb pub= 
lications for amateur and »rofessional alike, and authoritatively 
the lest word in their field. More information can be gotten by 
writing: to Dr, William J, Clench, Hditor, liuseum of Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard U,, Cembridge 38, Mass, ed. 


COLLECTING IN THY FAR DACIFIC (continued) . 

hen right after this the daughter brought out her koto, a 
large oblong wooden stringed instrument and played two beautiful 
classical pieces to which I applauded end this pleased them very 
much, I had added an ‘merican custom == they do not applaud there 
except very weakly, The prof explained that girls from good homes 
don't lesrm to play the samisen because the samisen is an instrue 
ment of the geishn,gecl am just retailing you this story to make 
your mouth water, 3 

One of the best parties I attended was in Hakodate, Hokkaido, 
The Deon of the U of Hokkaido gave me © special treat to which he 
invited the part of the faculty to whom I had given a good tmme 
when they were in Honolulm in 1956, It was given in a ryoria, typ-= 
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ical kind of restaugant in Jepan where you get a private room and 
the sefvices of trained waiters exclusively for your mrty, The 
food was out of this world, ‘Ye began with sake and maguro sashimi, 
Meguro is the giant tyna with red meat, It was followed by squid 
sashimi, The dish was benutifuliy decorated to simulate the squid 
in its natural swimming position, but as you nicked the eating pie- 
ces up it left the herd and cms to be thrown away, I told the Deean 
it was pity to throw the arms and those bylgy eyes away, was it 
OK if I ate them toc, He smiled and said Go ahead, and I did while 
fhe entire company looked on (not wilh horror) in wonder, There 
followed the gonads of 9 sea urchin, boiled chicken broiled in: 

some strenge sauce and brked again, Kamchatka crab en coquille, and 
lestly rice, I took a train two hours afterward for S-pporo, 

an eight hours ride away, In spite of the extreme hosvitality of 
the fokks in Hakkaido, I wanted to return to Yokohama very soon, 

In Fokyo I was naked to give a lecture to the Janan Malacolog- 
ical Society which I did in both my simple Japanese and in English, 
Everyone in Japan either reads or understands English and many of 
them try hard to snead it at every opnortunity, The talk was not 
a smash hit but I did thereby meet many proffesional-amateurs., 

Most of my in betveen time was syent in my HQ Yokohama from 
which I commuted to Hayama where Lengford's widow had two homes, 
seoONe Of the delicacies of Japan is sushi, Sushi is based on a 
small ovate hunk of rice over which they drane all kinds of goodies 
like 6 different kinds of raw fish, rare game bird meat, rare shell 
fish, even ment if you like, You go to a sort of a bar where this 
sushi moker balls them up for you and you eat them with mustard 
and shoyu as he nlaces them in front of you, Daytime you vas hem 
dowmm with ten, Night time with beeru or sake, They also hove a 
fine custom of eating tempura, chicfly shrimp temnura, at this kind 
of berg The chef Books everything right in front of you and the 
stuff is red hot, As he drops each piece before you on this lac- 
quered bar, you ent it wshing it down with sake, The tempura bar 
Iwent towss different, or perhaps I should say tynical, They gave 
you a mixture of shrimn, then several kinds of fish, then as you’ 
got full, they ended us with vegetable fritters of various kinds, 
like string berns, egg vlant, carrot, 7nd so on, I think you'g 
go nuts in Javan, (NOTS: I go nuts just rending about it! Hd,) 
American whiskey and tobacco are not exnensive, cigarets are 30 
cents, They do not drink much coke, but elsewhere like in the PI 
every store carries it and the nxtives drink as much coke as San 
lilguel beer, They have in Jnpan a fiery whiskey called Suntory 
costing about 2 bucks, If the US whiskey looks too exnensive, 
this is the thing to drown your sorrows in, The Japanese are pro-= 
gressive in every way and their trenins keep even stricter time 
Just like your N,¥, subways, For Americans this is one of the de- 
lights of Javang 

by Yoshio Kondo 


CORRECTIONS of misprints in enrlier issues of the NOTES, Dr. 
aenry a. Filsbry died on October 26, not 27 as stated in No, 35, 
The new class of Mollusks is called MONOFLACOPHORA, 
(I new it all the time, the typewriter kept getting it wrong.) 
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MITRA PEGIN.. Soverby: In a genus notable for the number of speci# 
fic names derived from ccclesiastical origins, our shell bears the 
name of the Queen Mitres And well enough does it wear this names 
It is one of those species having both b:auty and rarity to en= 
nance its desireability, The elegant forms is richly ornamented 
both in surface sculyvture and richness of color, From the turreted 
spire to the base the angulated whorls are ribbed ond striated, 
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The color of the shell is comnosed of orange red and bluish white 
bands which are edged «with black, 

Although Mitra regina was vell knorm to the enrly writers 
like Chemnitz, specimens are still only occasionally found, Its 
renge seems to be the Southem Fhilippines, Mollucas ond no doubt 
elsewhere in the central Yacific.s, 

The shell's heme is more precisely Vexillum regina, The 
family Mitridne is rather lerge end includes many easily divisable 
grouns, Jmong these are those small mitres thet resemble nothing 
better than Columbelles, ‘mother group is reminiscent of the cones 
in their gross form, The genus Pterygin contains some Of ¢ 
stout, short spired shells, some of «which -re coarsely nebbled and 
some quite smooth, The large pepal, yontifical and cardinal mitres 
belong to the genus Mitra in the strict sense,’ : 

Some closely related species are taeniata, vittata, dennin- 
soni and ornata, all of ~hich are brightly colored, Although the 
fev mentioned are the most snectscular, there are many more of 
equal beauty ranging down in size to small shells of one ##ch.or 
less, The drawing is from « specimen in the writer's collection, 

by Anthony DtAttiliog 


FROCHIDINGS OF THE FOURTH “NNUAL Ma UTING OF THE NATUR.L SCIMICHE 
This little sublication recently came to hand, It as an inter- 
esting -ecount of the meeting held October 17, 1957, at which 
various ways of raising funds nd svending them for the furthcérance 
of malacology were discussed, It is the most active group in the 
USA dediented to this purpose and deserves all the support it can 
get, Contributing membership 15 S10 per year, Feople who are 
interested should write to the WATU AL SCIENCH FOUNDATION, 1510 
Chestnut Street, Fhiladelphia 2, Fennsylvania, 
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eRRITRTERT MEETING: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 at 2:00 PM in Rm 319 
AMG@RICAN i1USHUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, Nee 
TOPICs SYMPOSIUM ON HOM CURATORIAL MUTHODS (means 
only how do you keep your shells?) Since all 
members are exnected to take part, be sure to come with a short 
report on your own collections containers, trays, catalogues, 
methods of cleaning etc, Come and tell us, Learn from us and 
let us learn from youl! 

Also, at the request of the Hon, Recrdng 
Secty, all memebers are asked to bring the following: addresses 
of good foreign dealers (we all know the American ones) for pub- 
lication in these NOTES s ideas for a likely svot for our 1958 
field trip, the tenth of our existence, 

These NOTES are distributed free of charge to 
all regular members of the WS YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, 
&1 for each of other members of the same family.) Corresvonding 
members (dues $1 ver year) also receive these NOTES by mail, Ad- 
dress all inquiries and material for publication to the Hditor at 
455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, N Yo 
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speaker for the afternoon, Dr. William J, Clench of Harvard, spoke 
to the Club about FRYSH VATUR MOLLUSKS OF THE SOUTHEASTURN UJITED 
STATS, Back in the 19th century Bryant Walker took several col- 
lecting trips through the South, John G, Anthony in 1859 donated 
&@ collection of fresh water mollusks of the South to Harvard, but 
there was insufficient accompanying locality data, Dr, Clench 
followed as best he coua@d the route taken by Anthony from Cincin= 
nati to Dalton, Georgia, At one stop, Dr, Clench asked some chil~ 
dren the nome of a near by svring, They told him it was Cannon 
Spring -- the name of the spring where Anthony had made some im= 
portant collecting, : 

Dr, Clench pointed out the many rivers and river systems in 
the Souths the Green and the Cumberland in Kentucky, the Tennessee 
the Alabama-Coosa in Georgia, and of course the @reat Mississippi 
system, Southeast USA is very much like southeast Asia in that 
both have many fresh water mollusks, The only other two similar 
localitites are central South America and Lake Tanganyika in 
Africa, The lower Mississippi is very poor in molluscan l1f€e 
with no fossil records because 1l)it is constantly being silted, 
end 2)it has frequently been flooded by salt water, The most 
wigue mollusks ave found in rivers rother than in the much less’ 
Stable lakes, Lake Tanganyika is an exception because it is old, 
has a narrow drainage, has little silting, and has had an un- 
usual geological historyo 

In 1984 the U, of Florida backed a study of the Apalachicola 
River and its two branches, the Flint and the Chattahoochee,(The 
rivers of the South often have many confusing branch names be-x 
case in many cases the branches were discovered before the main 
Stream; in the North the main strenm was discovered first and 
indeed was the very route by which more discoveries were made. 


EXCERETS FROM THE MINUTES OF DECMIBER MEETING: The’ main 
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Hence the le rger branch retadfaedsstiie, name of the main streame) 
The U, of Florida wanted a sutvey ‘of: these rivers because a dam 
ons to be bUilt, Dr. Clench andl 4 tear verentf orttina te in that 
1954, the year of the survey was a aby’ year and the rivers were 
shallow and easy to work; in 27 days they collected 25,000 spe= 
cimenss» 

“The slides which Dre Clench shoved included some of the almost 
extinct spiged mussels of the Altameha River in Georgidese Many 
snails im the rivers of the South suffer from pollution and sil- 
tinge All mollusks of these rivers are severely eroded, whic: 
makes the job of clo ssifying, which dednends on the eroded parts, 
extremely difficult, 

In a question neriod, Dre Clench stated that the problem in 
the field of fresh water mollusks is thet there are SO few workers; 
an expert in the field can be trained in 4 to 5 years, 4 relatively 
short time, There are few good books in this fields; among the 
better ones are the works of Frank C,. Baker (Shells of Wisconsin) 
and Shelis of the Niagara Frontier by Robertson and Blakeslee. 

(uD, NOTH: <A sceintific account of Dre Clench's studies in the 
South was published in Sept 1956 by the U, of Floridae It is 
called FRESHVATIR MOLLUSKS OF ALAB. ‘MA, GRORGIA, Alf) FLOR IDA, F ROM 
TH EXCAMBL’. TO THE SUYANNUZE RIVUR, Authors are William J, Clench 


and Ruth D. Turners) 
wunn---Catherine Ahders 


FROM OUR ST, CROIX CORRS: ONDENT (Nove 5, 1957), So far this year 
ho stoms -- nothing to mar the fine weather and hence very lit- 
tle in the way of shells being brought in -- however 4 few days 
ago I heard thay hed been having heavy seas on the West Coast 
(calm here), so I decided a trip down “7s in order, Well, plenty 
of shells had washed in, but unfortunately most had washed out 
again before I got there, Sol decided totake some of the drift 
from the highvater mark and look it over back home, I gathered 
about # a pint or so, but when I came to go over it, IT was surpri~ 
sed at the large number of snecies it contained, Here is a short 
list of some things I found (all in five minutes collecting}s- 
Epitonium freili, HE. iameliosum, R,unifasciata, E,occidentale, 
Eokrebsi, Be Venosumtl, Boealbidum (and one or two others not iden 
tified); Cyclostrema amabile (ED,NOTE see NOTES, #36, De2)s 2D" 
parently 2 or 3 kinds; Arena cruenta, Ae SDe?s Mitrella, Hemino@, 
Gaesum, Lemellaria (nothing quite like this in any book I have); 
Littorina meleagus, Bittium (2 kinds), Vitrinella interrupta?, 
Vo helicoidea?, Veseve al other kinds I can't name3 Rissoina 
hot, 5 dttforaent, WelLlenella conc ides, Tiostraca, acuta?, Trifora 
4or 5 different, Seila adamsi, Phasianelia (Tricola) 5 different; 
Torinia bisulcata, Turris many different (20 or 30);  Olivellas 
2 different, Marginella arena, Gibberulina lacrimula, Acteocina 
canaliculata, Erato maugerl3 several small bivalves including 
Semele nucloidese I did not mention the common ones, Not so bad 
for five minutes collecting. af course all were small, but seve 
eral are quite rares Also another shell I left out Enarginula 
phrixoides, Try and do th-t collecting in 5 minutes in New York, 
wenn=-G, Usticke 
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SHORT COMMENT ON MR, USTICK#'S LIST: Interesting that we get at 


"ret two of these West Indian species in snowy old New Yorks 
Actecina canaliculata and Seila adamsi, mkj 


EXCHANGE SOTICH: We are in receipt Hawaiian Shell News Voig6, 
fdsdo Le is as chatty and interesting as ever, Our member Nick 
Katsaras apncars in it with some comments on his request that the 
people of Hawai send him a list of the most beautiful and 
rarest shells to be found in that USA territory, The trouble of 
course is that not always is the most beautiful the rarest, etce’ 
Apparently this is another side interest of Nick's, who has made, 
in addition to his superb collection of shells, a collection of 
magazine and newspaper articles dealing with shells and a gallery 
of famous shell people, most in pictures taken by Nick himself, 

At various times Nick hed some shells appearing in Ripley's 
believe it or nots a cone with a distinct image on it of a photo- 
grapher and his camera (not Nick, of course, some other photogra~ 
oher, ) 

While we are commenting on the HSN, we would like to unbur~ 
den ourselves of a thought that has been growing lo these many 
years, As I hove frecuently said, the articles and items anpearing 
in the HSN are among the met interesting and scientifically val~ 
unble I have ever rendg But why do they deal only with cones 
and cowriesg Are there no other shells in the Sandtich Islands? 

Do we have here 2 cone and cowry desert? It seems if your ehie? 
interest as 2 Hawaiian shell collector is not either cones or cow= 
ries or both you're a dead duck, Secretly I'm just willing to take 
bets on the fact that Hawaii does too have other types shells. 

As we say here in Brooklyn (also USA territory) leave us hear 

about them sometimes, huh? Hide 






EXCEPRE FROM A LETTUR D.C. 2 1957 FROM J,G,DAYRIT, MANIL', PT. 
(Sent to iirs, Bixby of Captiva, Florida), We have a brand nev, 
adult, fully meture gloria-m-ris which was collected about a month 
agoe This thing is really beautiful and it will be the main ate 
traction of our show, The funny thing is treet it was collected 
efter a typhoon and wos weshed ashore with the animal still in 

it, This is the first one ever collected in over a hundred years 
that I know of, If ever you visit the Thilippines sgain I will 
bring you to the house of the vwmer 53s. was the first verson 
whom the ovner contacted and when I sa it, boy oh boy it was IT;. 








EXTLANATION and anology, In this issue for the first time in 
years, we are omitting mr, AnthonyD'Attilio's wonderful drawings 
and excellent discussions, Reasons are tivo we are a month be-~ 
hind in the NOTES end we are getting this number out to catch up, 
Two, rg DiAttilio is eng-ged in a more extensive w ork on the 
cones, cowries and murices of the east coast of Africa, These 
studies will appear individually in these NOTES, beginning, we 
hope, with the Jane number, and will continue for some time; We 

Are plann@ng to bring these s tudies out as a special publication 
as well, 
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A MISADVENTURE IN NOMMINCLATURE, Frequently, as we thumb ourway 


through many old shelI beooks and papers, we stumble upon items 
that we feel might prove of interest to our readers and of vad ue 
to the professionals in the field, But scmetimes such a short 
reference leads to a fascinating chase after some item which tums 
out to be without worth, Such an item is the following which we 
take the trouble totranscribe here not because it is of either 
interest or value, but to demonstrate another phase of conchology 
and mainly to keep the several hours we spent on the hunt from 
going completely dovm the drain, ise, if ve did not succeed in 
resurrecting 2n ol.d name, at least we mannged to fill up a little 
more of these NOTHS, 


It may not be entirely unknorm that the writer of these lines is 
perticularly interested in the land mollusks of Cuba, among others 
the fascinating and bewilderingly rich family Urocoptidae, Now’ 
in this family there occur a large number of queer, needle thin,” 
nin like shells that can be found in various parts of the Island, 
but most commonly in the provinces of Las Villas‘ and Mxtanzas, 
These shells, with their queer attenuated bodies, ela>orate scul- 
pture and most of all, their strangely clongated necks, are so 
distinct from the rest of the family, th>t it has long been felt 
thet they belonged in a genus or at least subgenus of their om, 
This was supplicd by Dr. Paul Bartsch of the U S National Museum 
in 1948 when in a short note in the Proceedings of the Biological 
Society of Yashington (p-31) he named the grouv Torrecoptis, with 
T,bacillaris Torre as the typeg Now, while idly paging through 
some literature I hod just bought, I came across the name’ Siphon- 
ostoma, used as a subgenus for several shells that looked, from — 
the illustrations, 25 though they belonged to Bartsch's Torrecope 
tis, Beho@d. we thought, 2 prior name that should displace the 
leter Torrecoptis, But there the matter hed to rest, till a visit 
to the Amer.Mus,NatsHist, was possible, since the litersture a» 
vailable in our shell din is sadly deficient, A few days later + 
we found ourselves in the library of the Museum, where a quick 
reference told us that the name Siphonostoma was formed to renlave 
the enrlier Brachypus, the latter name being originally proposed 
by Guilding, =n English conchologist, for these shells, Looking 
in Guilding's book, shoed us that Brachynus did indeed describe 
the shells well and vra applicable to Bartsch's Torrecontis, The 
hunt now waxed hot, We soon learned that it wis Swainson who had 
noticed that the name Brachypus had already been used in another 
area of zoology and hence coined the name Siphonostoma in its 
Stead, However, in his description of the genus, he elaborated 

on the description given by Guilding and made it large enough to 
include nll Urocoptids, fat and chunky ones, 28 well as long and 
thin ones, This was a hindurance in our chrse, but not for long, 
We realized thet the carlier deseripiton of Guilding would probab- 
ly be more wilid than the later use of the tem, depending of 
Course upon the species that was selected as type, So we night 
still be on the right track, 


Now we kept up our hunt for other uses of the name Siphonostoma, 
and here we found our Waterloo, We lenmed th-t in 1821 2 certain 
Herr Otto hod used the nome Siphonostoma fr@ 2 genus of vrorms ang 
vhis was app.rently the very first and earliest use of the word, 
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Otto Inter hnd to give up this name becnuse the genus to which 
he hed applied it had alre-dy been called Syphostoma earlier by 

some one cls@€,g Hence Sivhonostoma remained an unusable synonym 

among the worms, Now comes the saddest »vortion of it all, 


Even though the worms cannot enll each other by this sonorous and 
yell fomed nome, it is also, und.r the entirely logical rubes of 
intemational nomenclature, not available to any other group in’ 
zoology. That is, synonym once formed is, as the Germans say, 
totgeboren, stillborm 2nd may never be used ngain, It just sits 
there in the ghostly world and sees to it that no nev creatures 
ever bear its hosry mantle, My chase was now at an end,’ I hed 
dram 2 blank 2nd Torrecoptis (.hich menns cut-off Torre, 2 hore 
rid figure since Don C-rlos de ln Torre used to be a charming and 
honred member of the shell fratemity) has to reign suvremes But 
in the course of my hunting I hrd lenmmed some new things, had seen 
others and had spent several highly excited and happy hours, Who a 
says that shell collectors are only accumulators? a 
MKS ta 


S0Ma EXCERPTSFROM AN TNTRODUCTORY ARTICLE ON MOLLUSKS I have a yh 
peculisr interest in suenshells, In professional CL Toles Ghat ie rH 
known 2s the science of Conchology (vronouveed konk 1s what one u 
gets on a head or what'a motor does out), You my well ask how Bi 
I came to such a ficld, and my only excuse is that a poor. beach= 
comber can progress only to conchology or ‘driftwooding", I 
chose the former beeruse driftvooding is a very limited field, 
The brosd field of shells enn be followed anywhere in the world. 
Some snrils live in deserts, There is one kind from the Israeli 
desert that comes out for the moist season which Insts only two 
ueeks 2 years during the rest of the yerr, the onening is closed 
by 2 mombrene with a small hole to let air in, In the mountains 
fossil shels, dcposited there millions of years ago, have been 
found, In tronicnal areas snsils live in trees, Some shells live iy 
only in the depths of the ocean and these are only rarely seen; 





coonothe oyster of the Pecific and Indinn Oceans produces the gem 
of the ocean, the pearls Incidentally, you'll never become rich ay 
inn restaurant in the tradition of the crrtbon, Oysters insist 4) 
on verfoming their specific jobs ond on not invading the other a 
fellowis territory, So pearl oysters sre inedible (or at least i 
are not usually enten) and edible oysters produce only nerals of j 
quite "“ungreat" orices il 





oocgShells hove been used in ert, too, The best known exemple il 
is Botticellits "Birth of Venus" in which Venus is depicted as | 
Springing from a scnllop shell, The Intest use is the oddest I a 
have ever seen3 in these days of dongling earrings, the fad is i 
to dengle shells toossalf I follow in the footsteps of other ~ 
conchologists, I?ll find myself in places like Florida, Mrine, 
Califomin, the West Indies, Africn, the Philippines and Hawaii, 
Oh, well, I*1l be seeing you »round -- the world, thot ise 
eeencatherine Ahders,...: 
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+XeIRIENT MERTINGs SUNDAY, MARCH 2 at 2:PM in Room 319 
AMSRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, NeYe 


The NaYeSeCeNOTES are distributed free of charge to all regular 
members of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 ner year, $1 for each 
of other members of the same fanily.) Corresponding members 

(dues $1 per year) also receive these NOTES by mails Address 


all inquiries and material for publication to the Editor at 
455 Beach 139 Street, Rockayay Beach 94, New Yorks 
HRA RSI IARI SEIN IIIA ISK AHI EAE ARAN IHREN I LEAR 
EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY MEETING: By Catherine 
Ahders, aie ‘ 

Miss Virginia Orr, the main speaker of the aftermoon, told 
members about collecting in Zanzibar, It was the eighth expedition 
of the Indo-Pacific area for the Thiladelvhia Acadeny that took 

Mr, and Mrs, Ostheimer, Mr, Thorrington, and Miss Orr herself to 
that remote and romantic island off the east coast of Africa which 
was once the scene of illicit ivory and Siave trading, Miss Orr 
showed a series of slides taken during the expedition; they in- 
cluded shots of exotic Zanzibar city, the research boat called , 
the “Research”, the reefs and bays where the group collected, the 
cowries, cones and other shells as they look when taken alive, 

the inland roads, 2nd a native vill-ge where balloons were a 

big hit, One striking slide was of a shell called Umbraculum, 
which looks somewhat like a fat toadstool with a flat disc on 

top; these animals were taken only at night. After such a 

talk and such beautiful slides of such desirable shells, it was 

not surprising that several members asked about facilities for 


getting to Zanzibar; 


ONE OF OUR NEW MEMBERS, Mrs, W.J,Hamilton wrote a letter to Mr Ss, 
Charles Brown, in which she srondered if any of our members are : 
interested in exchanging shells, Her address is 615 Highland Rd,., 
Ithaca, New York, Her specialty is limpets, In the same let~- 
ter, Mrs, Brovm sent a nicely printed program of the 195758 
schedule of the St.Petersburg Shell Club Meetings, This club 

sets aside the discussion of a family of shells for each meeting: 
Volutidae, Neticidae, Chamidae and Snondylidae, Veneridae, Land 
and Fresh water shells ~- each family to one meeting, We ought 
to find out exactly how these meetings are conducted -- whether 
discussion is general. or conducted by one person, what syecimens 
are showm etc, Perhaps we have an idea here for our own meetings, 
Tae Novenber meeting was given over to a discussion of crabs, 
Unless they vere eaten at the meeting, we don't understand what 
crustaceans are doing in a club dedicated to mollusks, We all 
resall the outraged protests in our own Club when one member once 
wanted, to show his crab specicens, We're very prejudiced, 


Ti a al rT aa lr 
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MATERIAL FOR A CATALOG OF BAST AFRICAN CONES | 
(vrincipally from Mozambique) 
by ANTHONY Dt ATTILIO 
Conus “culeifomis Reeve 1844 
arenatus Hivass in Brug, 1792 
aristonhanes Sows. 1857-58 (nerhaps a form of coronatus Gmel} 
mulicus Linne 1758 
nuricomus Hivacs in Brug,1792 (is clavus auct, non Linne) 
bandanus Henss in Brug, 1792 
betulinus Tinne 1758 
capitancus Linne 1758 
catus Hyvass in Brug. 1792 
czzcunactus Irednle 1929 (new nome for pulchellus Brain,) 
eylindrnceus Brod, & Sow, 1830 
ebrnaeus Linne 1758 
emincus Born 1780 (is lighoglyphus Reeve) 
figulinus Linne 1758 
flavidus Lamarck 1810 
geographus Linne 1758 
gubernmator Hyvass in Bruguiere 1792 
inperialis Linne 1758 (nerhaps a’ form of fuseatus Born) 
legatus Lomarck 1810 (?) 
Litterntus Linne 1758 
lividus, Hvass in Bruguiere 1792 
naidivus Hvass in Bruguiere 1792 (may be no more than 
afom of genernlis Linne) 
miles Linne 1758 
mnilinris Hvass in Bruguiere 1792 
mitratus Hvass in Bruguiere 1792 
minimus auct,. non minimus Linne 
nussatelin Linne 1758 
nanocanus Hass in Bruguicre 1792 (is lnevigatus Sow.) 
praelatus Hwnass in Bruguiere 1792 
yulchrelinentus Homrood 1921 (is linentus (Chemnitz 
Hvass in Brugs 1792 non lineatus Brander 1766 
quercinus Solandcr 1786 (same as quercinus Hwass in Brug 
rattus Hivass in Bruguiere 1792 
striatus Linne 1758 
tendineus Hwass in Bruguiere 1792 
tenuistriatus Sow, 1857-58 
terebrn Born 1780 (may be clavus Linne, se a 
Historienl Review of the Mollusks of Linne") 
tessulnta Born 1780 
textile Linne 1758 
textile variety ? | 
textile veriety 
tulipa Tinne 1758 
varius Linne 1758 
virgo Linne 1758 
zelanicus Gmelin 1791 
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The foregoing list of Enst African Conus -lthough not complete 
convrises « foir number of those forms found littoraly, The lnsrger 
number of these sre not collected alive svecimens, but for study 
nurposes are nonetheless useful, ; 


It is genernlly agreed that there is a genuine need for some truly 
mnodvim monoranhs on the shells of the Indo Pacific. Dr. Tucker 
Abbott and the Netural Science Foundstion have vrojected just such 
studies and ve avait their voublicntion with much eagerness, 


The following are some notes gnthered in my own attempt to unravel 
some of the problems involving determinstion nd nomenclature, I 
worked only with those s»ecies where a sufficient number of dup- 
licates would mrke © study worthwhile, 


Conus pulchrelinertus Homrood 1921 (C.linentus Hvass) 


A&A cone very much in the planrobis-vitulinus series, Rahter con- 
stant are the encircling fine brown lines for which the nome lin 
entus (or nulchrelinestus) is very descriptive, The body whorl 
is brown except for the -lmost blank white blotches which encir= 
dle the shell in three bends, The lowest of these bands is only 
poorly defined, The brown lines previously referred to show up 
strongly when the underlying brown color is not itself too dark, 
Over the white blotch arens the fine brown lines are either mis~- 
sing or only faintly visible, The brown body color my vary from 
@ light golden to blackish brown, The interior of the shell is 
white, The lergest snecimen exepmined is 57 mm, in height, 


The neme lineatus Chemnitz is credited to Hvass Brug, It is un- 
available due to » vrior use for » fossil cone (Brander 1766, Fos- 
sils Hauton etc,) There is a good vnicture of linestus Chem, in 
Reeves Iconica plo 23 fig,13l. For a complete synonomy see Daut~ 
zenberg GASTHROPOIRS ".RINS FPAMILL:A CONIDAR 1937, 


This seems to be one of the most common cones on the coast of 
Mazambicue, Additional svecimens are from Zanzibar, I h-ve no 
evidence of its occurrence elsevhere in the Thilipvnine-Australian 
area where it may be replsced by the vitulinus and nlanorbis groups, 
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Additionrl observations: 

: ala of spire variable, shoulder sharpe 

b)brovm markings evenly »-ltemeting vith white over entire 

spire excent at very tin. 

c)bends over body whorl incon: tant in size and definition at 
times elmost dissolving 

d)sufface of shell towards bose consists of raised revolving 
strines, four or five of these strine sre tubereled 

e) shape of shell varies in the degree of obesitye 

(to be continued) 


TORHIGN THALURS, Our new. fenture, the question box, has turned 
out to be very successful, One of the questions was a request 
for the addresses of reliabbk foreign dealers, ise, dealers 
with whom some of our members hatte hed satisfactory dealings, The 
incomplete list follows: 
Fernando Gs Dayrit, National Museum 
Herran,ifanila, Philippine Islands 


H,J,Grosch, A,C,C,F,.109 fi 
Mozambique = Cidade, Portuguese Bast Africa 


R. Julian Dashvrood 

Mauke, Cook Islands, South Pacific 
Shigeo Hashinoto- : ‘ 

6 Asnhi-Cho, Saga, U-Kyoku, Kyoto, Japan 


Vir, Jack Fearnley, Coral Sea Industries 
Cooktown, Queensland, Australia 


The Shell Shop 
Hast Broadway, Hwmilton, Bemuda 


Masayoshi Sasaki, 638 Higashi-Kitna-Machi, 
Onmaedort-ImadegavwaeAgora 
Kanikoyuka, Kyoto, Japan 


LIGUUS AND COTD WAWES The current news from Florida is bad for 
tourists, hotels, farmers and local residents, The bitter cold 
is making nll of these veopnle unhappy in varying degrees, Howev- 
er, it must be remerbered that the noble Liguus, the handsomest 
land shell in the USA, must also be suffering great losses, The 
snail is very sucentible to cold and dies quickly at or just be- 
low the freezing point, This is why its natural range does not 
go very far north of Miami, since Northem Florida is frequently 
visited by frost, But when we read that degrees in the 26's have 
been reached in the Keys and at the very tip of Florida, then 

we must fear that together with the oranges and grape fruits, 

the denth rate among Liguus must have been astronomic, It is 
amoest cerinin that meny rare, islated, small races nust have 
been entirely extemminated, This cold too is due to the agency 


of maa, The dxevivicg of the Everglades nut an end to the dense 
protesting layer of evaporation, thetserved to ward off the 
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FROM OUR ST. CROIX CORRESTONDNET. 

Not too much to report on Shells here recently, I finally got 
one of my odd little shells identified and what a name} Synapto- 
cochlea picta Orbigny!} So then after some further looking, I 
identified another as Stomatella coccinea A,Adams, but I’m told 
that there are no Stomatellas in the Western Atlantic, so I wial 
nave to get another nome for it, 

Iam trying to get together a list of the shells of St. Croix, 
so far I am over the 500 mark, which is not bad for a little island, 

We expect to go to Tobago and Trinidad the middle of April. 
seoWould it be possibel to send ne the NOTES by airmail? The way 
they are sent now takes nearly tivo months to get heres 

se woteUR bLOxee 


THE GENUS TANDOR’ IN NEW YORK, 

There is only one Species of this queer bivalve family to be 
found in the New York area, The shell is about one inch long and 
three-quarters inch high, very flat 2nd of » roughly half-moon 
outline. The inner leyer of the shell is necreous, coverered 
externally by 2 dull caleareous skin, The most surprising feature 
of this mollusk is its completely compressed form which makes it 
look not like a comylete shell, but as part of a broken single 
valve, We have dredged it in shrllow water in Cold Spring 
Harbor and other places on the Sound, Dead shells *re frequent 
on the beach at Rockaway, but it takes a vell-tubored eye a0. ree 
cognize these irregular fragments as parts of Pandora shells. 

The ensiest indication of this is in the unper, deeply curved 
nergin which, since it is bordered by 2 heavy ridge of shell 
matter, keeps its shape longest and lets one know that Pandora 
is involved, 


In most old lists this shell appenrs under the name Pandora 
trilineata Say, But this is a much more sledder shell that lives 
to the south of us, The mistake was first made by Gould who tha 
thought that Say was describing our shell, Dell later saw that 
the shell Gould illustrated in his Invertebrates of Massachusetts 
P, 62 was not the shell Say had in mind, but quite a different 
species, This species Dall called Pandora gouldiana in honor 
of its unvitting discoverer, 1nd it is this Species (at last:) 
that we have in New York, The shell is well illustrated in 
Abbott (Am, Sea Shells p.470) and Maxvell Smith (East Coast 
Marine Shells pl-13), Though not a prrticularly rare shell, it 
lways give its finder a "Lift" because of its queer shrve and 
stam compressed form, 

eoocMorris K, Jacobson 


NOTR FOR A HISTORY OF M'\LACOLOGY In 1612 William Strachey wrote 
A book entitled Tis HistORLs AND TRAVAILE INTO VIRGINIA BRITANNIA, 
Vhich was not published till 1849, On Po 128 apnears the fol- 
lewing soncholgical notes “(There is] 9 kind of shellfish ofthe 
Proportions of a cockle, put far grester, yet hath a smooth shell," 
W2 guess that Sir Strachey had our Spisula solidissima in mind, 
Which. while it hardly hat the proportions of a cockle, still is 
Min greats i hath a emooth shell, Besides, it also lives in 
Virginia. Thanks to Jim Poling for this little item, mkj 
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HREKERN EXT MELTINGs Sunday, April 13 at 2 PM in the 
NAT ONAL ARTS CLUB, 15 Gramercy Sq. (at Hast 
ol Burect) Nevect, ANP UA Da UC .T IO ON. 
These NOTIS are distributed free of charge to all: regular mem~ 
bers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 ver year, 31 for each 
of other members of the same family.) Corresponding members 
(dues 91 ver year) also recéive these NOT!S by mail (svecial 
rate if shimment by air maih is desired), Address all incuiries 
and material for nublication to the Editor at 455 Beach 139 St., 


Rockaway Beach 94, New York 
RIAA EK EAI LAHAYE ESERIES AIA AEA IAA AAI AL ERE BIER EIA A 


sPucIAL NOT ON OUR AUCTION: For time and place see above, 
By 2 close vote, it was decided at the March meeting to have mat= 
erial for snle in two categories: 1)material contributed outright 
to the Club, the entire proceeds to go directly to the Club treas~ 
ury, and 2)valuable material contributed by members, 50% of the 
proceeds going to the contributing member and 50% to the treasury, 
By material we mean shell literature as well as shells» However, 
material sent by dealers will not be offered, since anyone ine. 
terested in such material can get it easily without an auction 
through the dealer, 
Our ovm inimitable Dr, Walter H. Jacobs will again weild the gavel 
and use 211 his wit and wiles to lure reluctant dollars from you r 
pockets and surprised and hanpy smiles from your hearts 

Mir, Nick Katsaras has agnin offered a door prize to the hold- 
er of the lucky number, And for those who do not recall the na- 
ture of Nick's last prize, we refer them to these NOTES number 
31, Pe2. There you will see that when Nick says he is offering 
a "valuable" shell, heaintt, as we say hereabouts, kiddinge 

h new fenture of the AUCTION this yenr will be the chorging 
of admission, the price to be ® shell nentily Inbelled, named ond 
wrapped, to'be dropped into the admission box, At the end of 
the affair, everyone present -- who presumably hs contributed 
this wenpped, labelled and named shell -- will rench into the 
“grab bag" (new neme for what we cniled "admission box" above «= 
md take . package for himself, Thus we combine an ruction and 
& sw p seesion in one and all hove an exciting time, 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: Not content with mnkfing o two 
Wey affair of our auction, we have also decided to comemorate 
fittingly the tenth yenr of our existance as 2 Club at this 
suction meeting at the NATIONAL ARTS CLUB, Refreshments hnve 
been provided as well as nostalgic speeches and witty and 
Snorkling entertainment -=- an affair for the SHELL WORLD long 
to remember, The COMMITTH? is hard at work on the programs 
LAST CALL: COME ONE AND ALL TO THE AUCTION, SWAP FEST, ANNIVIR- 
SARY APFAIR? Bring your shells «nd books, bring 
your money to buy, bring your grab bg specimen, 
BRING YOURSHNLF AND FRIUNDS$% 
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AXCEPRTS FROM 4 LETTaR DRALING VITH COLLUCTING IN FLORD-.e 
by Elayne Musnick, 

The weather in St.Petersburg was bad and shellime so unf-milicr 
to us (we fod only bench specimens) that we weuted ¢ car and 
drove to Sanibel, The island wns delightful out unfortunstely 
pad weather was still with us, In Tarpon Bay we found 5 live 
Melongena corona, Not one of us hnd the heart to plunge them 

in boiling water so back into the bay they went, Is that | com= 
non first experience? In search of sun our peregrinations took 
us still further south to Miami, Enrly one moming the beach was 
alive with Jonthinn janthina, still attached to the bubble floate 
seal collected nothing for the Inst five days of our vacation 
becnuse bad wenther (ED,NOTE -- Mre, Musnick means cold weather) 
confined us to the hotel, After nll my feeble efforts I stand 

in ewe at your (ED.NOTE: This letter was sent to Dr, & Mrs, 
Wisoff) skill in collecting Liguus, 


RUFLECTIONS ON THE ABOVE LETTeR: From others who h»ve been there, 
We have heard similar doletul tales of Florida, However, some 
friends who know more of metear&logy than we, objected to our 
statentnt that the draining of the Evergiades contributed to the 
strength and long duration of the freeze, 2 comment whcih we per 
mitted ourselves in the last issue of NOTUS, After a long and 
fierce argument, we found ourselves ready to conced the voint, 

at least to the extent that the influence of the hnothésical 
hunidity cap exerted only very wenk influence, In spite of this, 
we are still opposed to the draining of the Evergindes., 


THE ST. FATERSBURG SHELL SHOW, Our member Dre R,L,Alsaker 

very kindly sent us a copy of the Indevendent in which the suce- 
cess of the Shell Show was described, ‘Dr, Alsxker was cited 

for disnlaying the "shell of the show", ~ small Ancistgrosyrinx 
elegans "displayed jewel-like on balck velvet, Mrs» Z.VoCraine 
of Norwich, New York won the coveted Smithsonian Award (which 
last year went to Dr, Alsaker for his Volute collection) for her 
winning exhibit of the fanily Cancellorin, The article also 
bore a picture of Mrs, Craine, who has long been interested in 
the fanily of shells that won her the vrizes 


SHELLS IN DIET or MUSCHELN FUER FRINSCH@CKER: We note in an 
item given us by @ Wisofts out of a Florida paper, that the 
Floridan Demrtment of Agriculture will mil a copy of its bul= 
letin on "Floridn seafood cookery" in which is explained methods 
of nreparing periwinkles (Litrarina spe) for the table, "The 
broth", expleins the nuthor, “may be improved by adding cubed 
potatoes -nd a dab of butter," Which reminds us thxt come 
Spring, we intend to hunt for some Limax maximus slugs and 
prepare them accoring to n old recipe we once saw in an old 
issue of THS N.UTILUS, 






NOTH ON MONOPLACOFHORS. The Noetural History Mocazine for March 

o DUbLished by the Am,Museun of Nat History) hes a wondefful 
article by Roger L,Batten dealing with this amazing creatures All 
we hnve been trying to say here in the NoTiiS is benutifully exp- 
ressed in this article, One of the most interesting things there 
Ore two sunerb photos of this cre tures, 
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-N ANALYSIS OF CONUS TSXTILG FROM BAST AFRICA 
by Anthony Dt Attilio 


That some of the widely distributed cones in the Indomicific are 
highly variable is - demonstrable fnct, Whrt benring this has on 
the nomenclatorial standing of some of our well known cone nanes 
is an aspect of the problem which has not as yet bben ndequately 
exploredg ‘When comprehensive studies along this line are under= 
taken, some hitherto supposedly valid names may very well fall 

by the wayside, 


As a sidelight it may be vointed out that in a vroposed calssifi-~ 
cation of the tent cones by Melville (Joursof Conch,, 9:303-311) 
there are listed 24 names for those in the Textile group and 15 
nemes for the Aulici group, It can be assumed that the status of 
these names is questionable, 


The cones here studied are from 2. collection of »bout 40 spnecimas 
coming mostly from the const of Mozambique with 2 few from Kenya 
and Zanzibar, The study wes undertaken simply to make note of 


the variations in the style of printing and design of these shells, 


Their affinity if any is my ow concludion, 


General remarks applicable to the Mozambique shells: 
1, Nuclear tip pink when not eroded, which is the ususl condi- 
tiogs In a well*preserved specimen not from this locality, the 
nuclear whorl is translucent, smooth, bout 14 turns, Apex 4 
to 5 whorls, striated spirally, carinste, edge of carinn slight~ 
ly nodulose, 
2,Suallest specimen examineds 40 mmg Largest 75 mn, 
SeInterior of shell white, 
4,\s a whole, these shells nre lighter in veight and nvprently 
more délicate and slender than the majority from elsewhere, 
From the viewpoint of color, their general appearance is darker 
than would be indieated by the expression "Cloth of Gold" us- 
ually applied to Conus textile, 
d»The range of pattern ns might be expected for . large series 
demonstrates a good deal of variability, 
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yom A. typicai_: The dark brovw lines fom an outline round the 
white tent markings, Between the white markings, where there are 
lighter browm areas, these Bark brown lines nre seen generally 
running horizontally in a wavy, sometime zigzag pattern, Through 
the white markings, a few horizontally arranged bluish grey shadows 
placed at random are visible at times, There is oesnsinfally 2p- 
pirent on some specimens a consistent disposition of the light md 
dark areas in such a manner that there .ppeor three darker spiral 
pands, Most often though enough of the white tent marks “re 60 
irregulnrly disposed that the banding is difficult to mike out. 


No,39 Februa 





For B,Occasional specimens ore . completely covered by the white 
tent mark pattern, On these specimens, only one of which is in 
this lot, there is none of the wavy and zigzag horizontal (axial) 
pattern whatsoever, 


Form C, Tio specimens from Zanzibor ranging in height fron 37 mm 
to 42 mm yvossess only the wavy and zigzag pattern, The svecimens 
are somewhat small and sre remarkable for the complete lnck of 
the white trinngulnr morkings. 


Form D, Frobnbly conus archiepiscopusHwass in Bruguiere, Shell 
stherdise sinilar to form A, except that the scale of the design 
including outline, white fent marks and horizontal zigzag Lines’ 
are all very much reduced in scale, It should be noted however, 
ghat this smaller pattern is not consistent over the entire shell, 
Some portion of the shell may hve the pattern suddenly enlarged, 
Severnl specimens exnmined are fron Mozambique 2nd Kenyae © 
These specimens, due in part to the concentrated smaller patter, 
appear of a deever and richer brown. On some specimens xlso, the 
scattered bluish grey shndows referred to in form A.emy cover 
the grester portion of the shell, thereby contributing even more 


to the deeper color. 


(See vage 3 for illustrations of Forms A, ond Bes 
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oUR CURATORIAL SYMPOSTUM (EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OB THE FEB- 
RUARY MEATING by Catherine Ahders 
wae rest of the meeting was dedicated to our first curntorial 

eynposium, iro Tobleman opned the section on the clenning of shells 
with @ survey of nethods he had found satisfactory over the yenrs, 
He recormiended Glim and lye for marine shells, nurintic xcid or 
clorox to remove growths, artificial coats and live animals, In 
all cases stick to a good supply of cormon sense, Other members 
added from their ovm experiences these suggestions: formaldehyde 
is good for killing odors (Poling)s clorox in the shell overnight 
renoves animal (Raeihle)s if the animal is rotting, wash it frequen~ 
tly to remove the acids that forn (Poling, Raathie’? the bodies of 
Liguus can be renoved by freezing the shell and then pulling the 
animal (Jncobson); the same can be done for Cowries (DtAttilio); 
shells that could erack or ernze if put directly in boiling water 
tike cowries, should be started in cool water, brought to 2 boil nd 
let cool afterwards (Rneihle); this method is supported by Abbott 
(Poling)3 one part clorox to four parts of water cleans Neritinas 
(Cowles)s some land shells can be put in Alnost permanent estivat- 
ion (Feinberg) a 

yi eeee ben on storage and display was introduced by Mr, Kate 
saras who recormended vroportionnlly sized plastic boxes, filled 
with cotton, displaying - tyned 1label on the under side ond kept 
ina flat box, The plastic boxes are available at various hardware 
stores in the city, and display cotton can be bought in rolls, me 
Raeihle showed how he kept his collection in nhotographic boxes fite 
ted out with trays and dividers. He »1so0 showed his cataloguing 
systen, Mrs, Vichern advocated lxrge nunbers on the shells which 
visitors can see 2nd then look up in other sources without distur-~ 
bing the arrangement of the shells, Mra Poling inforned the nerbe rs 
that cabinets could be obtained fron renodelling stores for the ef- 
fort of taking them away. Other members suggested plastic pill 
enpsules} mntchboxes (Anders), ®nd drawers 25 being helpful in 
stori ells ¢ 

— summnrized the printiples of cataloguing byieay tng 
ench entry must have © number, % scientific nane (if pi ptecariene EI ; 
the loenlity ond conditions of collecting “5 ee eee tare 
as possible, the n-ne of the collector, and the date on \ 
specinen was collected, 


? : ; : sring i an help me in my hob- 
IETT@R FROM ENGLAND: “I am wondering if you can . rye 
aes a PT one iri Could you put ae in ee oor 
* . = > gne : 
or person who would be willing to collect sone aE 
mM anxious to get sone American shells and oe tieae s pit soal 
then writing, Would you make it very definite e onde oT TD 
Sspecinens are collected, md these are to be wel Leah: " od Bnzlish 
try and find out how to send postage as I oe. pearing Fae reese 
honey, but Irmy be able to send it through eon ) ra oh One ha Ob 
parents (the children are in my nursery Ss ar as >t J,Worsley, 
ne I shall be nost grateful, Yours a Ae coh et 
Brantcliffe, Minnis Rdoy Birchington-on=Ser, Kens, © 


ur Shell Shop is now 


MW ADDR ‘ e McArth 
NEW ADDR&SS, For those interested the Mes ruin Yaowk a 


Se nena o> 
located nt 590 Third Avenue (near 39 Street), 


: 25 sn I om sure 
NOTE ON IwTTsR ABOVE: ven though sh® eg te Saar : 
that Miss Worsley means to exchange Sea ee 
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SUNDAY, May 4 in Room 319‘of AM@RICAN 

p tal MUS SUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, NoY,City 

These NOTSS are distributed free of charge to all regular members 
of the WEY YORK SHNLL CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for each of other 
members of the same family, Corresnonding members (dues OL per 
year) also receive these NOTES by mail (special extra dues must be 
paid if shipment by air mail is desired), Address all inquiries 
ond material for publication to the Editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, 
Rockaway Beach 94, New York 

LKKKRERNE REA SVE IEICE MIKE IEEE ER EEBER SEX ICME HIEH HAKEKGHEE * 


SERCIAL NOTS ON THE DATS OF THESE HOTHS: Lest some of our sub~ 
Scriners become uneasy at the great dismrity between the official 
date of publication of this issue and the actual date in which it 
sees the light of day, let it be stated here that we have pronised 
to issue ten numbers a year (summer months of July and Avgust being 
our vacation) and will of course fulfill our promise, If sme num~ 
bers are shamefully delayed, ascribe it to the dearth of material 
primerily (and a certain reluctance to do the tying secondarily) e 
Excevt for the splendid papers of Mr, D'Attilio and the almost reg~ 
ular revorts from our correspondent in the Virgin Islands, we can 
count on nothing to fill these pages except the somevhat disordered 
ideas of the Hd, In the last number we published a Little letter 
fron one of new members in which she related her unfortunate attem= 
pts to collect in Florida last winter, Surely many of our members 
have similar, if more fortunate, experiences right around here, and 
» short account written for these NOTES will (1) help get. the num 
bers out-in time, (2) add important facts to the distribution of 
mollusks, and (3) be of help to others who are contennlat ing sim~ 
ilar expeditions, Please let us hear from yous Give us: facts, 
where collected, conditions while collecting was taking pDLACe, 

what collected, interesting incidents etce WARNING: If more nater= 
ial doesn't come in, there will be more original matter from the 
editor, Wnough said’ 


CONCHOLOGY ON T V, Our attention has been called to tivo df Bae on 
Holluske that were aired on tvo different programs on Ls i tal 
The Lowell Thomas show which dealt with Egypt and She. ME Les Ree 
made mention of the terrible snail fever that SST ROPE tet ogee 
anajority of the dwellers of the Niles Mre Thoms, Pah ‘. 
Bilharziasis (other name Schistoconinsis ) and spoke + sty. oF 
entering into the territory where this horrid erp onee ePige 
valent. Every once in a while he intoned sten oriously. she pees 
are nere, where Bilharziasis the dreded one ween es ome py oMes 
repeating this several times, he offered to 8 ge sia Sipheh 

. that spreads this horrid disease and shower, oe e * es x 
Meek Samiierias . Fortunetely the picture lasted ‘or i ae 
egond or En.» ‘80 shes we can hove that none of Bit. isoecalled 
“o the family fish tank and dia to horrible dea ; 
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{ a a +) it ; wait a Py P cm : ; 
‘mystery snail" thet hed been living in fair harmony with the other 
jenizens of that watery microcosm, For of course Ampullaria is 
pletely innocent of vectoring the parasite San anaina co sein A nha 
ee a hang ints is 2, nages the health 
and velfare of human beings, The villain in Egypt is Biomnhalaria 
boissyis © Neingetd holed unspectacular member of the Planorbiaae or 
vhe@l snails, Je robably Mr, Thomas wanted to jazz up his report by 
showing his audience an snail that wriggles and pushes and twists 
its leathery operculum and really looks fierce, rather then a slug- 
gish little fellow that looks as harnful as a pepermint sticks At 
any rate, this did little to aid the fight agninst this dred dis~ 
ease, for if peovle are inspvired by this show of Mr. Thomasés to go 
out and do deadly warfare against ‘*“mpulloria, he vould not have aided 
one whit in the struggle, So much money and effort goes into the 
spectacular television reports of Lowell Thomes, that it is a little 
surprising to see such an obvious -= and in general harmful ~~ errots 
The Kingdom of the Sea; is . better than average show dealing 
with the ocean in all its phoses., Picture our amazement then when 
Canty John Craig, the narretor, poripously informed us that some co 
ries (the show was an excellent one on the Barrier Reef of Australia) 
are auite rare, "the golden cowry, of which only six specimens’are 
Imo, is said to sell for $10,000L" No, I did not‘hear Wrones he 
actually aid it, So keen your golden cowries, boys, Cy»raca Waid 


& 


rise ageins 


THATCART.A MIRABILIS, The. 1lsst auction of the Club (more revorts 

to follow 1 a2 Inte pace) \ was outstanding, Among other fine things 
offered, were three beautiful specimens of that strange volute, T; 
mirabilis, In our humble opinion, it is one of the most startling 
shells in the sea and one of the chief actors in my "oh, ah collectibn 
which I reserve for laymen, It might prove of interest then to recs 
Wieh an Gari ler mailacoLogis t:bhiought ofthe (sheli,y’, T)tind this 

in Structual and Systematic Conchology by George WY, Tryon of the 
honay of Net, Scety. of THi1, (1883) pelBd—" ‘Quote Mlhat 'thNs shell is 
2 scalariform nonstrosity cannot be doubted, but what may be its nor« 
mal form is not so readily ascertained, I saw the single speciren 
seo in Longon, in 1877, and was immediately ¢onvinced that the con~ 
ical form, flattened shoulders and sinus vere all due to distorted 
growth," End auote, Many experts believed this till Thatcheria be~ 
gan to show un in large numbers in dealers offerings. 





He 


FROM OUR ST. CROIX CORRUSTOMDNT: (deted Arril 2s tere Mago gion 
been very busy with small shelis recently, 25 due to lack of wave 
action, little is coming in, The weather is hot and sunny here, as 
“it has been all winters ‘ 

imongst other snail shells I recently found a Stomatella coccinea 
varg rubraflarmulata, & beautifully marked little shell with red 
strines,.,,0n checking over the St, Croix Mitras, besides Mp, bar- 
badensis and nodulesa, which are fairly plentiful -- the latter run- 
ning to very distinet different’ markings ""s there are several sald 
Mitras including: puella Reeves moisei McGinty, albocincta Cebu Ad 
ans, histrio Reeve, olssoni MeGinty, cubano Aguayo & Rehder ae 
2or 8 so far unidentified . : 

ve A dredaamacon ge collecting I found some nice Lucapinas, in- 
cluding L, suffusa, which 1s found under rocks in shallow water, and 
which comes inside a bright orange red aninal, ® very unusual Ape 


oearing objects the other pucapinas are not nearly 80 sey og: 
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ww YORK 8 arch 1958 
Tia \UCTION: On the afternoon of April 13 the New York Shell Club 
eld the biggest social event.in its history at the National Arts 

Club, 15 Gramercy Park South, Ee 

The occasion was the fourth annual auction, and the 
festivities began with coffee, cake, and ice crean served in cele=- 
pration of the Club's tenth year of existences, ; 

Then with the 60 members and guests ina gala mood, 
pr, Welter Jacobs, the auctioneer, vut shells, books, and oddpents 
up’ for the bidding, Often the bidding was so snirited that it 
pegan before the shell could be described and naned3 the longer the 
name of the shell, the higher’ Dr, Jncobs drove the price. ‘Some shélis 
vere offered with opercula, nd one ledy bidder, who *sked if a cer 
tain shell had a "door", was reprimanded by Dr. Jacobs: "vadan! You 
dontt call it a door} ‘ven I know that} It's an operculum)" When 
n picture frame studded with shells was offered for auction, one 
member facetiously asked it it hed anerculums, To this no answer 
was giveng Jeter Dr, Jncobs, a dentist, nronounced himself as the 
only expert vresent gurlified to judge the condition of the lip of 
a volute, the rarest shell offered during the afternoons, 

Other unusual items included a watercolor vainting by 
the auctioneer, 2 letter in the handwriting of Ag Verniil, 2 collec- 
tion of small shells in a tray with 133 labeled svecies which went 
for 310 (the highest price for any single item), and a Scaphella 
junonia whichwas sold for 37,35, the highest price paid for a single 
shell, ’ 

After the more valuable shells had been sold, Dr, Jac@® 
turned over the gavel to Mre IM.KeJ7co0Son who thereupon decided that 
nothing left on the table was orth nore than ten cents a piece. 

The buyers irmedintely surrounded the tnrble, on which shells were 
displnyed, searching for good buys. 

Order was restored by "orab=bag ging" for surprise pack= 
ages of shells «which had been prid by each person as admission, Then, 
susvense ran high as young Master Jacobs drew the number for the 
valuable door prize which had been donoted by Mr, Nick Katsaras, 
Tension ran ever higher as'no one answered to the first number, 59, 
when the second number, 23, vas dram, Irs. Josephine Wichern rose 
to receive 1 beautiful svecimen of Scavhella unonin butleri, As 
a. result of the auction, the Club c Gared about »50 (financial details 
not yet mrde nublic by Hon, Trease)» 

* Respectfully subnitted 
Catherine Ahders, Secretarye 






‘UBLICATIONS: Our member Edward J, Knrlin is the senior 2uthor 2f 
AnmAgnificent vaper on “Slugs and Snails in New York Greenhouses", 
published by the N,Y.State College of Agriculture, Cornell Extension 
Bulletin 1004 (Jan, 1958)o Aside from many useful hints regarding 
the control of slugs and sn2ils which danage hot house plants, 

the authors aleo pravide 7n easily folloired key to the slugs of 

the New York area, something we have been wanting for many years, 
Each slug is well illustrated in addition, The most renarkable 
snail found in the greenhouses is the "universal tramp", Lomellaxis 
sracilis. for this is distinctly a trovical snail. Apparently the 
tropical atmosphere in our local greenhouses satisfgsthe require= 
nents of gracilis, All in all, this © fand a most useful and unique 
addition to my Library denling with the local moilusca, Just for 

he case that there be real dunderhends among us, the authors kindy 
oifex to identify snails and slugs mailed to them, mkjo 
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EAB M Ne MEATINGs S'TURDAY, May 24, ANNUAL FIELD TRIP, 

See details belowy 
These NOTES are distributed by mail free of charge to all regular 
members of the NH YORK SHELL CLUB (dues 42 per year, $1 for each 
of other members of the seme family), Corresronding members (dues 
$1 per year) also receive these NOTSS by mail (special extra dues 
must be paid if shipment by 2imail is desired), Address all in- 
quiries and material for publication to the Editor at 455 Bezch 
139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, New York, 
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ANNUAL FIMLD TRIP TO WATCHUNG RESERVATION, NSW JURSEY, Saturday, 
lay 24, 1958, RAIN OR SHINHEIY This trip will be made by 
chartered bus and it is so planned in order to promote friendship 
ends ociability among our members, We paan to have lunch to- 
gether 98 & group at lakeside, then scatter to walk around the 
lovely lake, look for shells, visit the Trailside Nature Museum 
and=or any of the many other attractive snots, A descrintive 
folder with map is availahle on the grounds, Fare to be paid 

at the buse 

Wear outdoor clothing and old tralking shoes; bring lunch; 
bring collecting material for land 2nd fresh water mollusks, 
Sucpested material includes a small hend rake for turning over 
leavesg a strainer tied to a long stick for water collecting, 
forceps and knife, small bottles or Vials with vide mouths and 
labels, small plastic bags, pencil and papere 

Bus Stop 1: - At nine A,M, the bus will be at Howard John-~ 
son Restaurant on Queens Boulevard just west of 63 Drive station 
of the IND subway station --- or just a short distance east of 
Horace Harding Blvd, or Woodhaven Blvd, This stop for Queens and 
Long Island members, Bus will leave promptly at 9 

Bus Ston 2: = At ten Asli, the bus Will be near the Port 
huthority Building: it will make a stop en Ninth Avenue at the 
northwest corner of 40 Street, Manhattan, This will be a very 
brief ston (3 minutes) so please be prompt, For Manhattan, 

Bronx, Westchester, and Staten Island members, 

Bus Stop 3:3 » It was vlanned to stop for passengers in 
Newark, Now Jersey, but unless we receive a request from a New 
Jersey member (we have none as yet) we will not make this stope 

Retums: = Gather at bus in the parking field snd be ready 
to leave at 5 Pyl. 


HAVE A PURBASANT DAY AND GOOD SHELLING} 
eseov9 Wicherm 


>) 
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BAST AFRICAN COND 
conus AULICUS FROM MOZAMBIQUE * esikt Mc ches 
Tt is obvious from the descriptions and figures of this specie 
in the early iconographies that not enough was really known of this 
suell to establish its true identity as a species, especially in 
ties of the fact that highly individualized specimens were often 
selected for illustration or descriptions, 





In 2 gfoup of twelve shells from the above hocality, three 
specimens from 93 to 120 mm, have a red brown exterior ornamented 
with pink'sh white tent marks, The shell interior is a rich light 
orange yellow in color, The remaining nine specimens are snaller 
in height, the largest being 86 mmo} they have a brown gold color 
with white tens markings and the interior surface is completely 
white, The proportion between hgight and width varies among the 
entire lot, some appearing much more slender than others. 


The explanation for the difference in color between the large 
group and the smaller appears to be a matter of 2ge, at least in 
the opinion of this writer. These twelve specimens do not seem to 
be "collected alive" although none are beach worn to any extent, 


Seycral observations lacking often in the early monographs 
are hereby offered to assist in clarifying the concent of this spe 
cies, The arrangement of the tent markings is not in spiral bands. 
These markings, very variable in size, re sometimes aggregated 
into axial, s ometimes into svirnl groupings or they may run diagon- 
ally across the shell, The transverse striae are always articulated 
mote or less with white markings and the striae themselves are & 
jarker browm than the surrounding shell colores This observation 
tan be verified with the aid of a LOX or 15X Tens, The spire is 
elevated and straight sided, There are no striae on the spiree 


On occasional specimens havéng the apex in 4 good state of 
preservation, the apical yvhorls are seen to have incised spiral 
lines and the lover edges of the whorls are weakly nodulose,g 


CONUS AURATUS HVASS IN BRUGUIARE 

An examination of the Literature pertinent to Conus auratus 
bears out the following facts which are of interest relative to Ceée 
Aulicus, Lamarch in the "Histoire des Animaux Sans Verterbrs" re 
marks on the resemblance of the Cynuratus’ of the "mneyclopedie 
Methodique" to his varicty B of Cyaulicus, end then goes on to point 
out what he considered to be the, oply real distinction, that C¢ 
auratus possesses the transverse Lines articulated with white spots 
vhich are lacking in Ce aulicus, 





Reeve in the “Iconica", ple25, figel4ia & b cites Lamarck as 
the author of C,auratus ond quotes in mart Lamarck's observation on 
the white=spotted striace In his figure and description of Cy 
aulicus Linne, plo24, figel3ty which is apparently the C,aulicus 
of all authors, Reeve asain points to the supposed lack of the 
white marks on the transverse striae of this svecies¢ 
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Very recently Dautzenberg.in "Gasteropodes Marins"(1937) again 
refers to this “distinction" between aniiets and prt he 

Unless Cyaulicus Linne is something very different from the 
aulicus of authors, Lamarck's concept of Ceauratus is based unon 4 
characteristic whih is held in common by a whole group of cones in 
this section of the genus, The Hawaiian C,pennaceus, the East 
African Cgpraclatus and the Central Pacific C,omaria, 28 examples, 
all have the more or less raised atriae embellished with white, 
characteristic of Cqaultcus (¢ C,auratus?), Such features as more 
or less degree of slenderness, as well as intensity of color, sre — 
variable factors which by themsleves prove nothing amor the Conidae 

It is quite vossible that Linne's failure to cite this impor- 
tant feature in his description of aulicus has led to all the later 
affficultics, It requires, as has been previously pointed out, 
nore than & cursory glance to note the ornamented nature of the en= 
circling striae, Even ihen the white dots are evident, the darker 
- goloring of the striae can escape observation, ‘ 


On the other hand, it should be emphasized strongly that spe~ 
cinens crop up from widely d@spersed areas which are difficult, at 
the present state of knowledge, to fit into the acdepted concept 
of Conus aulicus, Such var iants unfortunately, when available 
for study, sare far too few in number to be conclusive one way or 
the other/ 

For 2 more extended discussion of the nomenclatoral problem 
surrou ding Ceaulicus Linne of the "Systema Naturae"® see Dodge, 
part 2 "en Historical Review of the Mollusks of Linne™, 1953, 
ne53. (published by Amer,ifuscum Natural History) e 


by ANTHONY D!ATTILIO 


" / 
iti snus aulicus Linne 
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FROM UBELINGTON . NEW GUALAND: {NoTE: It may not be generally kno 
that our member Mr, Frank Hausman, left for New Zealand earlier 
this yeer, The follawing is the first long account we heave receiv 


ed of his activitics,) Well, I'm fairly well séttled@ow for a while, 


Lhrve a job, and am practicing (piano) evenings 2nd hunting snails 
week ends, The "bush" is most interesting, I hove found at least 
16 species of the small (some are tiny) land snails, some of which 
are beautifully sculptored when seen through a hand lens. Itis 

a bit of a job to find them, I have to keep hunting till I get to 
the right spot, “nd just keep seratching, I gather that Auckland 
is 2 better collecting place, snnils more »lentiful and more specig 
I will have to hunt there for 2 thile, Dr. Dell of the Dominion 
}usuem is identifying then for me, He also identified the things 
I got in Fiji on my trip over, There are some very nice things 
anong these, ‘ 

I have collected sone merines also, including several Neritas 
from Fiji, Last thursday I attended the w(ellington?) Shell Club 
ot Doriinion liuseum, Most interesting and highly enjoyable. About 
@5 people and many really interest seriously in shells, Dr. Dell 
snoke on NeZe iiitras end showed many examples, and a young chap 
snoke on relations betiveon English ond N,.Z,shells, Tea afterward, 

Friday (Anzac Day) I went to Days Bay and svent the day col- 
lecting, I found some good things, including Suteria ide Gray, 2 
hairy little beastie, Sat, afternoon I vent to Wiltons push, but 
after 2 hours it started raining and I had to leaves, Saturday 
night a young collector called and asked if I would like to go 
collecting to Wainusfsueta Valley, ‘So Sunday moming we went there 
ond spent the day -- good collecting and very enjoyable, I found 
a l-rge Flennulina (4%). Then had Tea (supper) with is family, 
talking shells and seeing his collection, He's a serious student, 

Winter is fast 2 pproaching, nights sre cold and days cool nove 
Next. spring or summer I hope to get dom to the South Island and 
also Mt. Eemont etc, to collect, Think I vill go to Australia 
efter a year, Let me hear what you “re doing «;ith shells ctcs 
Best regards to alls 

, ceoseF RANK HAUSHAN 
(NOTE: If nothing else, this delightful letter shovs what & 
wonderful. commutity shellers are, no mtter where they moy be emkj.e) 


FLORIDIAN HUGLANDINAS TV PALAU, waging a noble war, The Times 

last Sunday (May 4) revortss ‘Another notable inhabitant of the 
(field) laboratory is the cannibai snoil fron Florida (NOTH: Bug- 
landina rosea Ferussac)a This specinen ents other snvils as well 
as its om kind, But it prefers the giant African snail (NOTH: 
Achatina Fulica), which destroys food-producing gardens in many 
islends in the South Seas, especially in Palaus,eeTheoretically, 
when the cannibal snnisl hove destroyed all thegiant African. snails 
they will turn on ench other for lack of eny other food, and that 
will bring onthe end of a natural cycle that will have benefitted 
everybody except snails," end quete, Ferhaps the revorter is cor- 
rect in his last spnecualtion, but it makes one sad that before this 
snnilefree day will dem, the benutiful and entirely harmless spe- 
cies jike Partula will also have disappeared, Wext to Nature her- 
sci? (smo hes destroyed more species of animal life than we can 
ever dream of), man is the worst destroyere 
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*RRIN INT MGUTINGs JUNE 8, SUNDAY at 2:00 P,li, Room 319 
Sieh ALGRICAN MUSHUM OF N‘ TURAL HISTORY 
THISu NOTUS are distributed by mail free of charge to all regu- 
lar members of the Nu’ YORK SHELL CIUB (dues $2 per year, (1 
for each of other members of the same fomily). Corres conding 
menibers (dues ‘Sl per year) also receive these NOTHS by mail. 
Extra if shimment by air mail is desired, Address all inqui~ 
ries and material for publication to the Editor at 455 Beach 
129 Street, Rockavay Beach 94, New York 
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FROM THE MINUTUS OF THE MARCH MEITING: Dre William K, Emerson, 
Curator of tiollusks at the AMNH and honorary member of the Club 
vresented an illustrated lecture entitled "An Expedition to the 
Gulf of Califomina, ifexico", The purpose of the trip vas to 
discover the relationship, if any, between the animal life on 
the mainland and the’ life on the off shore islands, Because 

of the leck of water, most of these islands are uninhabited by 
neople, Dr. Imerson shoved slides of the collecting areas and 
of some of the shells collected, Mre Jacobson announced after. 
the talk that he had been given the orivilege of working over 
the land shells collected by the Expedition and that he had. 
found a nev species of Bulimulus among this material, He and 
Mr, Dt'Attilio were helping in the sorting of the minute dredged 
shells obtained, 





CATHERINE AHDERS 


RECHANG DEPARTMENT: We are hanpy to note the appearance of a 
New neriocical in the shell club world, that of the Texas Shell 
Club of San Antonio, This is a mimeogravhed quarterly descri- 
bine the activities of an enthusiastic group in the Big State. 
One of the chief activities of the Club seems to be to arrange 
shell exhibits and to ioan out shell speakers to various ZYroupSe 
They also go on collecting trips to the Gulf Coast, which should 
be very much richer in mollusks, and more interesting, than our 
ovm poverty stricken shorese tT am sure I speak for all when 
I vish then the very best of lucke 

The MINUTES of the Conc, Club of Sy Gale (no.177) revorts 
on a special probleltwhich was discussed by their Mr. Kanakoff 
under the title WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE DODG.IBS, Seems that the 
meetines of the Club now have to be synchronized with Dodger 
games, since the museum, being near the ball park, loses 4 3: 
Ghences at the parking space available on such occasionSe We 
get a melancholy satisfaction out of this; them bums never were 
any good for anything butftrouble anyhov.e And when one looks at 
their playing this yeary we feel that Hllay really has a problem 
which might be called WHAT DO DO ABOUT THE DOGERS, mkj 
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AST AFRICAN Conus 


Conus suricomus Hwass in Brug, 1792, mn i i y 
. me ’ cyclipedies Methodique Vers 
Conus ckauus auct, (non clavus Linne 1758, » terebra Born 1780) 


According to ilermod "Catalogue des Types et des Exemplpaires de 
Cones figurés ou décrits por Hwass, Bmug, etc, au Musée de Geneva", 
1947, em example of 56 mm, morked coll, Lk. is found to be the 

type of Hvass, This is the examnle thet is figured by Kiener, De 
321, pls87, fige2, in the "Iconogranhie", 

HeDodge, "A Historical Review of the Mollusks of Linne"” 1953 
has pointed out that the Linnean Conus clavus is in reality the 
shell that was lnter described by Bor 1780 -s Conus terebras 
On the autherity of Dodge then, the name clavus is iestricted to 
the Born species, 


The shell, cbout 2 inches high, is of a golden brown color 
and ornamented with fine vhite triangular markings, These m-rkings 
are arranged in four s>2iral bonds, two slightly below the shoulder, 
one below center and one basal, There ore scattered larger white 
triangles which sometimes connect the bands, The cylindrical 
shell, sculptured vwithe lose transwerse ridges, is Alnost flate 
sided above, becoming attenuate townrds the bases The shoulder 
is bluntly rounded and the medium extended svire is ovate, ending 
in 2. shapply upturned apex, There are a number of strong, incised 
lines on the whorls as well as the apex, The apical whors are 
bended at the lower edge. 

This syecies, uncommon in modern collections, anpexrs to be 
found not infrequently as 2 dend beach shell at Mozambique, The 
shave of its striated and rounded spire serve 4s distinguishing 
features, Besides, the following charaters ore to be noteds 
its commaratively small size, the straightsided contour of the up- 
per body whorl, and the unornenented transverse ridgese The mace 
ulated surface extends over the spire, the apex appenrs to be un~ 
colored, 


Of Bine Mozambique specimens «. : snallest 36 mm, largest 50 mms 
records in literature, this is one 

C SPEClESs Apparently, though far 

y for the convenience of collectors. 
ANTHONY D' ATTILIO 


According to the localit 
of the widespread IndowPacl 
renging, it occurs only rar 
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2 ER SIL: RR a AR SCORE. 808 PE 

\ LITER SENT IN BY A WELI~VISHER. + 

and our ening Te who also hopes the author will 
" m v3 

ae ig whe ple correspond with about 300 world wide col- 

ee A.¥.BPowell of the 

* and Museum, NZ, Two weeks ago he sent me this letters 


ee at Se nly" 

oie iene o Hey to add to your cone collection with an 
nicht ie Scene iia i ab ions, I can send you two varieties, one of 
eo hn ied ollections, and the other a greater rarity than 
Seer aa put only . smell shell «a little over onewhalf inch 
eee bh it is a nev species, the discussion of which will ap- 
Dees in a fev weeks time, It was dredged in 85 meters oft. the 
Kenuadee Islands by the Royal Danish Research Ship Golathea_ in 
1952, Its nane, author end date is CONUS RAOULINSIS Powell 1958, 


The other snecies of Conus family I an including in‘this 
shiment is Conuc (Dauciconus) Kenuadecensis Kedall 1912, taken 
at Neyer Isloend off the Kenuzdee Islands, This island is an active 
volesno in nid-ocean and to my knowledge has been visited but 
once (in 1908) when the specinens I hyve were takene The one I 
have sent you is maximum size (14 in,)dull orange with a Light 
briny incrustation of the spvire only, It was taken alive and is 
in goo condition;eeIn regard to C, raoulensis, description of my 
species is contained in a paper on the Danish Deep Sea Expedition 
collection and is expected out May 10. One specimen goes to you, 
one to the Acdeny of Natural Sciences of Ehiladelvhia, I retain 
two for the Auckland Muscun and the balance (4 ple frognents) 

sve to be returned to the Museuen of Wetural History in Copene- 
bagenecel ari also sending one Maurea foveauxsna Dell 1950, It 
is known by sbout 15 exemples nnd only 4 or 5 of these could be 
termed first class snecinens, The one I send xs moaxinum sized, 
2 in, was taken olive in 60-70 fathoms, coriphete with overculun 
oda good color, It is a talleconic trochoid nearest to 
Colliostnua," ' 


VALENTE BURGOS, P.0,Box 75, Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Thilippines offers 
for sale: TFhilivoine lend and marine shells, He has Harpa arti- 
cularis, Terebra pretiosa, Oliva SDe, Murex, Cypraea and others, 


Way PULIC.TION Johnsonia Vole3, No.37 TH: PAMILY PHASIANSLLIDAE 
fl Tit Tistaan ATLANTIC by Robert Robertson. This superb paper 
(39 ppp 12 pletes, numerous figures) sums up 48 never before the 
fmmoly of pheasant shells of our coasts. The victures are of the 
usunL Jonsonia excellence, the descriptions clear, the locaity 
records exhaustive, There is 4 full discussion of dentition and 
jaw structure, One new species and three new subspecies are 
described, This monograph also contains a brief byt exhaustive 
discussion of the Bolten Cotalagge problem, plus & complete biblio=- 
gravhy prepared by Dre Ruth D, Turnere Any one W has ever’col- 
levied thastanelia, most of which are shallow water species, will 
have all his probiens resolved in this magnificent mpere 


Ti CAMBRIDGE NATURAL HISOTRY SERIES, Vole III of which deals 
wd revrinted if enough subscribers are founds 
The nellusk pook is the very best and most interesting we have 
ever found, Interested yeople get in touch with Stechert-Hofner 


VGo 


Inc, 31 Hest 10 Street, New York 3, NeYe 
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COLLECTING TRIP OF THE CLUB: 

The NYSC held its tenth annual field trip on llay 24, 1958 
with profitable results scientifically and socially. 

The Queens County contingent left HovardJohnson's on Queens 
Bava at 9:40 after some worry about the reliability of the bus 
coupany, At 10:00 the bus picked uv the Manhattan contingent which 
had been blocking traffic in front of a fish store which disnlayed 
5 species of mollusks, Oddly enough, no one bought any shells; 
we trust it was in expectation of finding so many on the tripe 

At 11:15 the bus of eager conchologists arrived at Watchung 
Reservation, Union County, New Jersey where they met several mem~ 
bers who had come by car, Iir, Sam Freedbecame the unofficial lead~ 
er of the expedition snd led the group to Survrise Lake where they 
ate and collected till 1:00, The fresh water shells collected 
weres Helisoma anceps (lienke), Hs trivolvis (Say), Campeloma 
decisum (Say), Physa heterostropha (Say), Pseudosuccinea columella 
(Say), Svhaerium spe, Anodonta cataracta Say, Psidium SD. 

After lundh the group went to the museum and saw the col~ 
lection of local and exotic wild life, alive and preserved, One 
exhibit of particular note was a small box of shells prepared by 
our ovm Mir, Sam Freed, 

At 3:00 those members of the gwoup who still had the energy 
went along woddland paths in search of land snails, Mr, Freed 
saved much time by nointing out the choice collecting spots, Al- 
though the dry weather was not as favorable for land collecting 5 
it had been for fresh water collecting, six species of snails 
and two of slugs vere found, They were: Zonitoides arboreus (Say), 
Helicodisecus parallelus (Say), Mesodon thryoidus (Say), Triodopsis 
tridentata (Say), Anguispira altemata (Say), and Mesomphix cup- 
reus (Reafinescue) « 

When the bus was rendy to leave at 5 O'clock, only 32 of 
the 8S vassengers were aboard, Our hagdvorking corresponding 
Secretary end organizer of the trip had nerely tnken a fev minutes 
for some deserved rests, ; 

The bus arrived in Manhattan at 6:00 and at Queens at 7:00 
to send each collector home wih his prizes and his menoriese 

eee oCATHERING AHDERS 


NOTH: On Sunday; June 22 at 3 P.M. the editor of these notes has 
undertaken to address’ the Trailside Museum of the Watchung Resere 
vation on the subject,starkly titled "Shells", 


FROM OUR. WaST INDINS CORRESPONDENT 

Tan bask from by trip to Tobaco, Trinidad and Grenada, I mt 
quite a2 lot of nice shells. And Tl did get Voluta musica bo th in 
Tobago end Grenada, about "5 of them altogether, counting juveniles; 
no very large ones, the biggest about 3 inched, I also got no : 
less than 5 Conus dominicenus, really rare, and some Pugilina morio 
and a lot of other very interesting shells, Some species I cannot 
find in my small library, 50 T don't know what I do have, One 
large shell looks a lot like 2 Japanese Fascilaria trapeziun Le 

twill ecive you: 2 short account shelling in Trinidad, as I 
have nore or less finished going over the shells I collected theres 
Trinidad is a rather large Isiond (20 times the size of St. Croix) 
with an airport 17 niles from Port of Spain, the capitals On the 
very fine rond into town, we pass the Garoni swamp which is full 
of big snails (Anpullaria?? ede) as well as Congeria leucophaeata 
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and in the samp lagoon a :7 ‘ 

Meee Wert wea 7 inehes Wil bus tee containers aces 

ing are better looking, Same: Fe he Sriahen one, 3 ing to 5 

plainly rounded, but most hove 1 ah igh ia ahi cr dees top, Just 

usper pert of the body “whorl, One s or 3 rows of spines on the © 

Linen qoute heh oe ic spec inen has the top row eonsis= 

ibs each, . hole tcc bet J heavy shells weighing 2 

Bie: Port of Spain is a busy town, full of docks, but no beaches 

anywhere close, We went a few miles north t . ; ees Ae 

erican base, and found a fey s pia Lo. CRORE TAR arg. at: A 

< oe, ound 4 fey shells, including FPrunum corneun 

HMocoma cons#ricta, Watica maro se cal “oli i ee 

ahah ae 2 32, roccana ?, a very pretty olive colored 

shell, several Tellinas. and Macomas and Murex including chryso- 

stoma, brevifrons and voodringi, ; ih 

wd Ek cae di trin ve stopped at a small place called Cocorite 

peer ee plenty of shells ther, In the nud at low tide we 

ee Pay 5 RRS a ateli Lassaadbsidaaiae but baby size, and a few Pugilina 

ie. a Soi 5 immense et vy Ones Also innumerable Chione 

gfonulata, Some of which seen to be so different th>it they may be 

Been eae me pgiedetne | EE popenedomiue and just two Modulus 

eit 7 ee bs Shag Ake eh 8 hands onely narked and a large 

ee Chg el ie a seein o any I have seen, Also many 

eet 2 od Neritine virginea ? ( probably Ne reclivata - ede) 

Boe? ga be vibex and Thais haenastoma floridana in great variety. 

The best find there was made by my wife who brought me a shell 

she had vicked off a jetty some distance out and wanted to know 

what kind of thing it was, ItZ looked like a mulberry, absolutely 

covered with small bumps and with an orange mouths It turned out 

to be the rare Thias trinitatensis Guppy (see Johnsonia 233% pe69) | 

Further search then and the following day found a few more, but 

they seem to be rare and are hard to See The covering of small 

buns turned out to be small barnacies which were easily removed 

to léave an attractive looking shell, | 
One day we made a trip across the island to the east coast | 

to Mangzanilla Bay (about 17 miles long). The beach ws Tee Oey 

peirs of "ehipnechips", the local name for Donax which is much used 

in soups, The natives gather ther. in huge quantities when the tide 

goes out. On examining my take I found not only Donax striata 

ond denticulata, but also a Donax hardly distinguishable from De 

variabibis, We also got a fev odd shells: Bursa spadicea, Tonna 

maculosa (dark) nnd a large very peculiar kind of clan, 
Then the best find theres on some sections of the beach were 

paars of the beautiful Pitar dione, 4 really lovely purple shell, 

with rows of long slender white svines, all in pairs and in’wondem 

ful conditioneseeUnfortwmately the rainy season had started, but 

it brought out the land snails and that big egerlying one with the 

pink nouth (Strophocheilus oblongus, eds) was walking about on the 

groundg It must be 6 ine long when walking or slithering or what- 

ever you call itesoAll for nove If you want, I can give similar 

accounts cn Tobago and Grenadae Bo you went them as detailed as 

his? Let me knows (NOTH: envhaticallv vest ed.) Best regards 


by G, USTICKE 
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CREEAAT INT TESTING 3 SUNDAY, SWPTHITBAuR 27’, 1958 at 2PM 

More details later, In the meantime 

Happy Summer Vacations to everyHody. 
THUSS Notes are distributed by mail free of charge to all regu- 
lar members of the lity YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for 
each of other members of the same family,) Corresponding members 
(dues 91 per year) -lso receive these NOTHS by mail, Address all 
inquiries and m-terial for vublication to the Editor at 455 Beach 
139 Street, Rockaway Beach 94, New York, 
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PRO THE MINUTES OF THR MAY MaiuTmes The main speaker of the 
aftemoon was lirs, &, S, Travers who told us about shells and theri 
role in westerm culture, Shells were used as money and ornaments 
by prehistoric man, The Greeks under the leadership of Aristotle 
studied the life in the sea around them’and gave the names of thetr 
gods and godesses to the shells, Triton, Venus etc, Roman temples 
are elaborately decorated with shells, The legend of St, James, 
Santiago in Spanish, is closely bound up with the cockle (actually 
a Fecten) and when this devotion to St. James reached England, 

the Inglish children received oyster shells instead of pectens on 
St, James daye During the renaissance the shell became a frequent 
motif in paintings like Botticelli's Birth of Venus or the famous 
Cellini cup in thich the bowl is a scallop and a pearl drops from 
the nofth of the handle dragon, Even today's artists such as Dali 
and O{Keefe use shells to express their ideasos.ee,The Shell Oil 
Company was originally set uv to deal in sea shells, and the fad 
became so strong that the Sheraton furniture fimm used the shell ~ 
a8 a trade mearkeseein the 1630's and the 1640's fashionable coun 
try homes in England all had shell grottoes, often costing more 
than the house, In the 1700's decorating linens’ or other articles 
with shells was a womansts highest art. In fet; kits of shells 
were given as presents, (Mrs, Travers showed one, cunningly cons-= 
tructed of fine wood and containing numerous tiny shells, each 
kind in its own little comvartment, ED.) In the 1830's shells 
shoved uy in sailor's valentines enclosed in compass boxes, Some 
people believe that the sailors made them in their spare time on 
ship, However, lirs, Travers feels that the similariyt of the 
various valentines and the fact that all the shells used care from 
the Vicinity of Brrbadoes indicate that the netives of that island 
made them and sold them to the drews of whaling boats making their 
last vort of call before returning to New Englands, Decoupage is 
the art of pasting articles, such as shells, to make a picture, 
irs, Trevers showed us several of her tasteful creations and 

those in her collection from which she got her inspiration to try 
her owm hand, 





eeecCatherine Ahders 
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; imi BAST AFRICAN CONES (continued) 
Conus imperialis fuscatus Bom 1780 


This Bast African cone is distinct from the Pacific C,. imper- 
ialis Linne, It is readily separable by its more slender fom 
end its different style of ornamentation, No two specimens of 
fuscatus are ever alike in color and design with the result that 
a series makes a fine display. 

In order to clarify the remarks to follow on Ce fuscatus, it 
seems advisable to elaborate the descrintion of the painting and 
omamentation of Conus impericnlis L,. This applies esnecially to 
the Fhilivpine form which opnroximates most closely to the Ce. 
imperialis of most iconograshies. 

Conus imperialis from the pacific is a large, stout shell. 
it is ormamented and colored as follows: there are two wide 
bands of arange, clouded with an olive color, over the body whorl. 
The effect of this clouding is such that the pure orange is vis- 
ible only in narrow axial streaks, The remainder of the shell 
is white, Over both the white and colored pands there are encir- 





CONUS imperralis fuscates 


GOML'S imperialis 


cling thick and thin lines of black, These black lines are in 
tum omemented vith white bead: like spots and the overall effect 
is such that the entire shell is richly ornamentede 

Conus fuscatus is a medium sized, slender shell with only a 
partial hint of banding, The orange brown painting occurs in 
the fom of large zigzag shaped blotches elongated axially. These 
blotches are most often more predominate than the white base color 
with the result that the shell appears to be brow with smaller 
fhite areas, The baowm color ranges from yellow to deep, almost 
black umber, The transverse black lines over the colored areas 
are mostly thin and only slightly if at all beaded with white, 
Over the white areas these transverse lines annear as & more in- 
tense white further embellished with minute pale brown snotse 

From a study of the painting on a number of specimens of C, 
fuscatus vhat becomes self evident is its extreme variability. 
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(Conte) in contrast to the fairly reguiar painting of Cs imperialis.e 
The only features constant for both are the coronated szire and 
the broim stain at the base of the aneratures ; 

There is no question that in spite of its admitted relation~ 
ship to Co imperialis, this Hast African svecies is separable at 
ell times and its subspecific validity at least need not be ques- 
tioned, In 2 series of 15 specimens of C. fuscatus ranging in 
size from 40 to 70 mm, there is no example that shows any compar~ 
able stoutness to the Pacific C, imverialis, Figure l and figure 
9 show each form in exemples of approximate height, ‘The difference 
can be readily noted; Differences in the avinting are shown as 
yell as vossible with the means of renroduction of stencil cutting 
used here, ! 

py ANTHONY D* ATTILIO 


RUF COLLECTING AT ST. CROIX, Ste Croix is »retty well surrounded 
by coral reefs, come ainost & wile off shore and others actually 
coming into the shore, I propose to mention only the ones that 
teone ashore"® as it weres for collecting »urnoses the best is the 
one et Judith's Fancy on the Salt River side, At low tide a con- 
siderable expanse of the reef is either out of water or just awash. 
end much collecting enn be done by turning over the coral rocks. 
guite a variety can be found clinging to the underside -« nearly 
every rock seems to have fine Isognomun radiata attached, and in 
the crevices severnl different Arcas3; also 3 kinds of Tegulas 
fasciata, hotesseriana and excavata, the last rather uncommon, 

If one looks in the sand beneath the rocks, one my be lucky enough 
to find a Conus regius, Conus itis’ is not uncommong scattered around 
will be various Neritas: veloronta, tessellata, versicolor also 
Cerithium, liodulus, and an ocensional srecimen of the rare and very 
beautiful vink Drillia coccinata Reeve, about * inch longe’ Oc- 
casionally one finds a fine ititra barbedensis or nodulosus, and 
many limyets of various kinds, including the lovely Lucapina suf- 
fusa Soverby which is a mauve colored shell, inside an orange red 
aninal, a remarkable objects ‘ 

Sea urchins, crabs, “nemones and all sorts of fish, many real~ 
ly wonderful avpenring abound, as vell as the ubiquitous star’fish, 
When in 12 in, of so of water I occasionally see’ sand shark, 
bout 3 feet long, looking me over speculatively, usually between 
me and the shore, They are harmless and very sraceful to watch 
as they slowly swim about, Large Cassis testiculus Linne are oc- 
casionally to be seen feeding on seaweed, 21s0 the large Livona 
Pica in a great variety of markings, from jet balck to gaudy 
strines of black and gfeenish yellov's 

The reef at Storm Bay is differant ond not so easy to vork, 
as there is nearly alvays a rather strong sea and it is mostly 
under water, even a low tide, It does not seen to have so many 
shells, or at least I feil to find thee There are vlenty of 
Theis rustica and Astraea tuber and enelata, also the Tegulas, 
rarely n Conus regius and seve al small shells such as Witidella 
occelata (2), laevigata and nitiduhas also several unusual 
Chitons; Cypraca cinerea and some Arens3; also Astraeas’and the 
ubicuitous Livone pica (which are said to be very tasty), sometimes 
half a dozen large ones under one rocK, 

It was in this neighborhood I found the only live Cyclostrem 
tortugenun ever to be: found; also Conus centurio, another great 
rarity, ics hereabouts, but I heve never found 4 live one, (cont,) 
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Reef collecting is interesting, but hard work, I use a water 
pucket to see what is below water and a pronged insturment I call 
ep scrabbler to lift and tum over rocks, To do this with your 
hands means the fingers will be cut to pieces in no time at all, 
ag the rocks have sharp edges and also there are many spiny sea 
urching underneath them, 

by Go USTICKE 


pay MMMORIAM: As we close the 1957-58 season we have the sad duty 
of recording the passing of two of our members,’ 

liss Marjorie Love, = member from Brooklyn, was quite ill 
and in the hospital last fall, She was well enough to come to 
our January meeting. At the end of March the copy of NOTES sent 
her was returned marked "Deceased", Miss Love collected shells, 
ell kinds of shells, because to her they vere beautiful. Like 
most if not all of us, she had a drean, that dream of something 
@hich we vant to do with our livde but which is so seldome real- 
ized, When the vomen members who knew her chided Miss Love for 
collecting indiscriminately, she alvays smiled and said, "Oh to 
ne all shells are beautiful, Next year I am going to retire to 
ny place in Vermont and will have time to look at and enjoy my 
collection?" Tho shells are still beautiful ---but the dream? 

A short tine ago‘tre received a note from Hrs, Klein saying 
that tir, Irving Klein, a membbr fron Manhattan, hod anssed on 
several months ynreviously, We have no details of his passing but 
find that none of our active members recall having seen him at a 
neeting for some time paste, 


by MRS, JOSiFHINE VWICHERN 


FROM TH PING ISLAND LOG: May 30: Horshoe crabs mating on bay 
and ocean sides; found buried eggs dug up from sand by ( probably) 
bird, June 7: Myre FeVeAhders brought home a horseshoe crab with 
cees attached to inside of body case, June 21: Many horshoe 
crabs washed up on ocean sides some had large Crepidula fornicata 
attached, End of logs Ed, Note: The Crepvidulas attached to 
Linulus are usually very much flattened in shape, not at all 
fornix or arch shaped, In addition we have found many with dis- 
eased septa; ‘the septa instead of being smooth, are covered thick~ 
ly with small, white, blister like growths, In Shinnecock Bay 
the Crevidulas have o very heavy shell, toughened and Vow eaten 
without, orobably the work of the boring sponge, We have found 
tne foot of Crepidulas, removed ond carefullyvwashed of sand, to be 
very tasty morsels eaten rave 

(Log by) CATH!RINE AHDERS » 


ITMS FROM MINUTES OF JUNG MEST ING s Item: Mr.’Katsaras announced 
She nust move to smaller quarters, he will auction 

















hat. decaus 
1190 to 1200 shells on October 5 nt the Notiona Arts Club, The 
auction will berin at sbout 1 P Me 

Itens ir, Toblemen toagphis renrinand for forgetting the 
"Shell of the Month" to heart and not only shoved Cancellari 
cooperi, which he discussed at the least meeting, but also exhibited 


f. care Pacific shell, Surcula carventerinna and the Pilgrim shell, 
Bart . 
eocven jacodca- 


Tver: lirsRaeihle showed a series of slides of our birthday 


fay 
ath 


pasiy in Avril end of a trip to Florida he took with Mrs, Raehle, 
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EATHILDS WEINGARTIUR 


HRRERREAMN UXT LUTINGs SUNDAY, SUPTHBUN 27, 1958 »t 2PM 

Room 819 AMWRICAN MUSZUM NATUR‘L HISTORY 
These NOTHS nre distributed by mail free of charge to nll regular 
nenbers of the N#VY YORK SHEIL CLUB (dues $2 rer year, $1 for each 
of other nembers of the snne Price Ay Corresnonding nembers (dues 
‘1 per yeor) also receive the NOTUS by mail, NOTWS are published 
ten tines 2. yenr, July and Aucust being vacation, Address all 
inquiries snl riaterinl for publiention to the Editor at 455 Beach 
139 Street, Rockaway Bench 94, New Yorks 
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WYSC ILD BINS COLLECT AROUND THE WORLD Several of our members 
sok advantace of food world-wide collecting conditions to make 
trirs to various more or less distant countries and collecting 
areas, Dr, Willinm Loery .nd Fresy Edward F, Cowles vent to Mex- 
ico, the former for beetles nnd land shells, the l-tter for color 
rho» ca hy ond marine mollusks, Recording Secty Catherine Ahders 
fle to the West Const, collecting 11 the way fron Washincton to 
Son Diego end visiting severnl Cnlifornia shell »eople.s The 
DiAttilios, as well as ir, Nick Kntsaras, vent to Florida for 
collecting, visits, and conferences with denlers, ditor Morris 
K, Jocobson flet; to St»Croix (to check on our corres »ondent G, 
Usticke) and Puerto Rico, collecting land shells in both pices. 
And our new corres=onding member Robert R, Hill, II, kent ut his 
collecting: activities in - ninor he-van of shell collectors, 

the islend of Saipane The Korlins and Feibbergs both went to 

the far west for lend shell collecting, Undoubtedly invortant 
ndlitions wihl be made to this list when more members report on 
their summer activiites during; the first Club meetings 





SUAILTIG If ST, CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS. Snturday, July 26, Was a 
red letter day in St,» Croix, Karl Jacobson arrived on the early 
“lane and was net. by Joe Miller and yours truly, both nmernbers of 
the M,¥,8.0, He was all ready to go and hed a» list of all the 
nountains on St, Croix which he had gleaned fron study of a 

nusy in the Public Library. Unfortumstely I rd to point out«to 
hin that nearly 2.11 were for »racticnl purposes inaccessible, and 
also, sad afterthoucht, they were not limestone, Anyway,' 25 4 
trial, we went up to an old plantation called Tvo Friends, about 
850 ft, elevation, end found lv rge numbers of the corrion tropical 
snails Subulinn.octona ond Bulinulus guadalupensis (fomerly 
exilis) and smaller nuibers of the tiny Lacteoluna selenina., 

On the advice of lire Georze Seanan of the A @ricuitural 
Station (iho is also interested in the local land snails), we 
vent to the low hills along the south and central »ortions of the 
island, os these were conyosed noinly of limestone, We saw in 
the distanee a large white patch exvosed near Slob (that really 
is the nome of an old ~lantation there, honest} Hd Note) and went 
to investicat this, At first nothing, but as I climbed higher, 

I besan to find shells, and when I celled Karl he did even better, 
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(Notes liany Chondropona santncrugenze, the fossils Chebasicarinata 

(chordiferun?), Placiovtycha santacruzensés, and Bulinulus riisel, 

ag Vell as Gulelin bicolor, Oneas cracile, Succines riisei 7 and 

the ommivbtesent Bulinulus hundalurensis, Subulina oetona and Lact- 

eolun) » ee een ne ee ee me re 
hen Jncobson asked ne if there were any’ Cerions on the 

Island Isaid No, I hnd never seen any, Well, of course, when 

we were visiting Joe Miller's plnce, he 7% once finds 2 couple 

of old Cerions! (Note: The fossil Cerion rude, one and svecinens, ) 


Karl wns interested in cetting sore Truncatellas, so I said 
OK cone along, you will also find Pdédipes nirabilis, Pira nonile 
and Traliz ovula in the sane spot, @ quickly fot 11 three, but 
Trunertelia did not show up till the very last when a large turned 
over stone produced 711 we wanted, (At St. Croix=by-the-Sea nes, 
Judith's Fancy, Ed,Note), Thencare our one failure, we could not 
find any Eleurodonte earncolla, the well-knowm Puerto Rican snail 
whieh is here found fossil,in svite of diligent search in 2 snot 
where I had always found dead ones before, Later lr, Seanan told 
ne they had been extinct for hundreds of years and, what Iohed 
found cane from old Indian shell mounds, (Av mrently hemiit 
crabs had made of f with the specimens Mre GU, Saw So frequently 
Hd,Notee) We moved on to investigate a water course and found 
a fer fresh water snnils in a brook near Jolly Hill (Physa cuben- 


sis, Pouretoryrgus coronatus and Ancylus Si}e Here 2 few Jack 
Sraninras (the local wasps) found kKorl, orcing from hin a heart 


rendinc series of loud "yipes" as they hyyvodermicked his thunb, 
forefincers end back, This event was the first in 2. series of 
ninor nisfortunes, for very soon thereafter Karl found out all 
about the ilanchineel tree, the say of which, as well as the Derk 
leaves, roots and a ;ples, are very poisanous, »roducing 4 rash 
siniler to but more severe than our vwn unloved noison sumac, At 
Crane Bay he asked ne if a certain tree (of which there were hun- 
dreds about, ldgNote) was it. I said Yes, I think sc, if it has 
anilky sore So ever-curious Karl cot out his big knife and 
Whan} svuntters big, globs of the nilky sap (yes, it was a Monchineel) 
all over his face, Luckily the sen was only 4 few feet away so 

a half-hour washing and serubbing in the wam, clesr sea water 
preventcd ony subsequent danacce He was lucky, it can be really 
bad, esvecially if it hits the eycBe 





I hed told Knrl that there vere sone fine tree snxils on the 
Host Foint of the Islond, So, my wife being our untiring chauffeur, 
we drove un there and found Drymoeus elongotus (or virgulatus) forn 
oviculata there in large nuibers on the prickiy bushes and rich 
cactus, On the way abek we stopped at the Kerr farm on the south 
shore to ex»lore nn old Indian shell mound, I was lying down on 
he ede of a deen ravine (which exvosed the shells) and vas 
hanvily catherine Anonelocardia brasiliensis, at least 500 years 
old), Karl, overcole vith enthusissn @é was collecting the 
speus eloncatus extinctus, Chondropon basicarinatan 
and Placiontycha santacruzensis lid Note), was Working down on 
his hands and knees just in front of ne when oll of a sudden he 
disanrears, As I look over the edge of the ravine I see Karl 
rapidly (but cracefully Ed,Note) descending to finish up on a 


wa 


heay of dees brush 2t the very bottorig Luckily he was uninjured 
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efter his drov and found sorie nice l-rge fossils to make up for 
it, I did not believe hin when he tried to p~ssure ne that he had 
done it all on »urvose in order to get the shells tm the mos 
efficient manner »vossible, The shell mound is of great interest, 
full of Indien pottery -nd other artifacts, as well as marine 

ond lend shells, After this exverience (the Inst in a series of 
near misfortunes Hd,Note) some of Mr, Kerr's gin fizzle sunch was 
very welcome, He is an old Rane who ms lived on the island for 
nore than thirty yenrs, He keens 40 or 50 nencocks around his 
Laces 


As the render micht hve gathered by this tine, ny guest 
gets intc trouble rather easiff, <A bit later, at Joe liller's 
nlace, he sees Just about the biggest poisonous centived I hve 
ever laid my eyes ong Oh, says Karl, I must get that for a Cuban 
friend of mine, So he gets a jan jar, but after studying the 
size of the centivede thog¢htfully he decides that it was carrying 
friendshi; too far and he walks away unharmed and without the 
prize, I was sorry thet our cuest had to leave on “ednesday for 
Fuerto Rito, we had all a preat deal of fug, Get Kerli to tell you 


a 
shout the woods 


is at Rettan, where the gruund was lit erally carpeted 
vith sneils (the corsion Bulinulus cuadnluvensis) to at least one inch 


depth, 

by GQ@RDON USTICKE 
SDITOR'S NOTE: We look forward to similer accounts of incidents 
on Collectin: trivs, Let our wamdering members >roducés 


LOLLUSCAN “HILATETV: Our Frresident Hd Cowles called our attention 
to what is Srobebly ‘the first instance in history where a land 
shell anzenred on 2 vostage stomyn, The Cuban government,’ in com= 
ighorstion of their -savant=<vatriot Dr, C-rlos’de la Torre, issued 
© series of four rostage stamps, one of -hich, the 8 cents, shows 
a picture in bricht yellow ond red of a forn of Polynita picta, 

& Svecies that Don C>rlos was varticularly interested in and of 
Which he pubhished 7 berutiful monogravh, Don Carlos wes also 

en inportant educator, text book writer, and Cuban patriot who 
fought bravely accinst the dictatorships of the Spaniards snd 
viackado., 


Way SUSLICJ.TIONS : he Family Finnidre' in the Western Atlantic 

by Ruth D, Tumer ond Josevh Rosewater, Johnsonia, Vol,3, No,38, 

4a beatuifully illustrated 7nd vrinted monogranh on these interesting 
Claus hich are not always favorites anong collectors, The discuss 
ion is clear and easily comiprhensible, This monograph also contzins 
Short discussions of the works of Georctus Everhardus Rumvhius 

‘ad and Olsson, H=rbison, Fargo and Tilsbry on the »nliocene for-= 
intions of St, Petersburg, Florida, Our St, Croix member, G, 
Usticke, contributed several invortant specimens to the Pinna sec- 
tion of the nonosrame 


Results of the Puritan-‘’Ancrican lluseun of Nate 
ureal History @xnedition to Western Mexico, part 3, The Terrestrial 
“o0llusks by Morris K, Jocobson, Anerican ifuseum Novitates no,.1899, 
4 discussion of the 14 lots of snrils collected by Dr Willian Kk, 
Hhersons A new svecies (Bulinulus harriboueri) snd - new sub- 
Senus (Puirtanina) are describede 
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TVO Nay LORE NT GHsuLL BOOKS ANNOUNCHDg The’ Devartnent of Mol- 
lusks of the Ac-deny of N-tural Sciences of Philadelphia, under 
Dr, ReTucker Abbott, is undertaking the vublication of 2 series of 
nonographs called INDO*PACIFIC 10LLUSCA, <A beautifully »vrinted 
yrospectus, vartly published in color, may be-had by writing to 
the Acadeny at 19th and the Parkway, Fhila, 3, Penng The sub- 
seription rate is 35 ner 100 pages, 


Sea SHsLLS OF TROPICAL WAST \IDIRICA by Dr, Myra 
Keeng llollusks from Lower Califormia to Columbia, 4,000 entries, 
1500 illustretions (many in color), a map, 2nd extensive biblio-~ 
sraphye rice tentatively set at $12,504 Expected to be rendy 
in fall or winter of 1958, Cnn be ordered thru John Q,Bureh or 
any shell or book dealer, 


These two monogravhs dsaling with what are undoubtvedly 
the richest shell areas in the world should be in everybody's 
LIDTOLY ¢ 


aXCHLNG) NOTICHS: The MINUTES of the Conch,Club. of S,Calif, # 
180, AUcal9De has just come to hand, Under the very sober title 
of THs TYPS DOCALITY OF AESOTUS GOFORTHI, Dre Joshua Le Baily 
Jr, has written of the finest human interest stories we have ever 
vad in shell literature, It deals with the collecting activities 
of ailr, and iirs, Goforth, amateur collectors from LaJolla, Celif. 
lividuentally Dr, Bcily Imew these people very well and as a result 
has produced a becuiling, tender sieture of two "shell-shocked" 
néople which will awaken sympathetic echoes in all our breasts, 
It is well worth reading and rereadinge 

Ve are also hapvy to note in the same issue that 
ly. DiAttilio's »enetrating studies of the genus Conus in gen-~ 
eral lead to the same conclusions as lir, Burch's, John says 
franklys".eeny findings . . agreed exactly os in this vaper, There 
have been 2 few cases where we seemed to disagree, but this is no 
Claim thet Tony was in error, It may very well be the other way," 
Ye also note thnt our own Rec,Sec, Miss Ahders was a house guest 
of the Burch's on July 28, together with mrs, Tui Henderson of 
Hawaii and other shell peoples 


The July 1958 number of the Texas Shell News, 
publication of the San Antonio Shell Club, at hand, It contains 
a nicely illustrated descrivtion by Bitsy linhavier of a collecting 
trin to Rockrort, Texas, an area which is rather voorly knowm in 
the literature, They found Bamea costata (the angel wing),, 
anodontia alba, Anomia simplex (jinste shells), Aequipecten 
irradians amnnlicostatus (a close relative of our own bay scallop, 
Aveirradians, Neritina virginea and lielanelle intermedia, os new 
fecord for this tiny parnsitic mollusk, The Agust 6, 1958 issue 
of the Hawaiian Shell News has an account of The Abbotts in the 
‘hilippines (where they sav but did not collect Gloria maris). 
but there is - fantastic story in the s°me issue by a Mr, John 
Goldsmith who claims he bought 2 eM. from lirs, Signy Vernon 
(who Allecedly did not mow whet it was) for 60 cents, lr, Gold- 
ith clains that 19 cone collectors of Floridn agreed it was a 
Selle, 2Nd commarison with Marco's Ge. 2180 confirmed the decision, 
However, lire Ray Summers, from whorl lire Vernon got the shell, is 
Sure it was auratus Hivass, Our connent: What goes on here anyhaw? 
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GWORGE JACOBS CATHSRINE AHDERS 
Corresvonding Secty Editor Treasurer 
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HRWEMEARAN ENT METINGs SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1958 at 2 PM 

Room 319 AM@RICAN MUSEUM NATURAL HISTORY 
These NOTUS are distributed by mail free of charge to all regular 
nenbers of the NEY? YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year) $1 for each 
of other members of the same family), Corresvonding members (dues 
$1 per year) also receive the NOTHS by mail, The NOTHS are pub- 
lished lo times a year, Address material for vublication to the 
Editor at 455 Beach 139 Street, Rockaway B,ach 98, New York, 4 
Other mtters adress the Corresponding Secretary at 62808 99 St, 


Forest Hills, 74, New York, ee Es 
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ANOTHER RECORD OF NASSARIUS VIBEX Say IN NuW YORK, This svnecies, 
So common in Florida and esiewhere in the south, is by far the 
rarest of Nassarius in our area, We have frequently found dead 
specimens on the beach in Rockaway and on the North Shore of 
Long Island, Some years ago the Editor and Mrg Anthony D' Attilio 
found a small colony of live specimens in Shinecock Bay, This, 
together with an old colony at Lloyd's Neck on the Sound found 

in 1899, were the only yvublished records of live Nevibex in our 
arede Hence it was with considerable delight that your indefat= 
igable Editor, on a dredging trip with Mr. and lirs, Low of Islip 
in Great South Bay last Saturday, came across a rather extensive 
folony of this rare snail in the Bay just off the shore of 

Fire Island at the Sunken Forest, We found numerous small and 
imature specimens and at least one completely mature live indi-~ 
vidual, The vresence of so many immature forms seems to show 
that vibex is breeding here successfully, and the large extent 
of territory in which they were found, shows that this colony is 
serending, Hence we feel that there need be absolutely no more 
doubt about the fact that vibex is an integral part: of our mol~ 
luscan faunag Nor are we at its northemmost limit, for the 
liuseum of Comparative Zoology has a lot of 15 vibex, evidentally 
taken alive, from Boston Harbore Hence the range reported by 
ibbott in his NITIRICAN SBA SHELLS needs to be extended consider 
ably northwards ¢ mkj 


LHRSONALITINS: It is with considerable regret that we report 
he illness of our President Edward F, Cowles, He is in a hos- 
pital recunerating from something he seems to have picked up 
in Mexico during the surmer, We all wish him a very speedy re- 
covery and a prompt restoration to the post he has been filling 
80 Splendidly. ; sO ; 
Tony D'Attilio appears in a magnificent picture 
in the New York Times (Monday, October 6) as he is officiating 
28 auctioneer at Nick Katsaras's shell auction in the National 
Arts Building, There will be a full report on the auction in 
&@ later issue of this publication; right now we call enthusiastic 
attention to this drsmatic and vivid illustratione 
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a BANDED COLOR JR0M OF VASUM MURICATUM Bom 
by Anthony D! Attilio 


During 2 short vacktion trip recently taken to Fhorida and the 

Keys, a fow short stops were made alon g the Overseas Highway, At 

most points along this highway much fill has been dumped along the | 
shores in order to enlarge the area suitable for real estate de« 
veloment, The result has been to destroy, t emporarily at least, 

the habitats of the molluscan ropulations over a good deal of the 

Keys, especially atong the highway, At Bahia Honda Key, at both 

ends of the high bridge, an area was found, immediately adjacent 

to the highway, where the storeline had not been violated within 

any recent veriod. An hour's collecting in 18 to 24 inches of 

yater, with a glass bottom bucket, resulted in fhe finding of a 

number of large gastropods. 


That has proven to be the most interesting find was a living ex~ 
ample of Vasum muricatume Upon the removal of the animal and 
the neriostracum, there was revealed a provm band encircling tle 
body whorl, A check of the available literature on western 
ftlantic shells showed thet no mention had hitherto been mad of 
any color on the shell surface, The species has usually been 
deseribed as being chalk white or of a similar natures 


The draving here included is actual size, approximately @z inches 
(60 mm») From a study of the thin lip and small size, it does 
not apnear to be an entirely meture svecimen, In a fresh speci-~ 
men, the axial sculvture $s seen to consist of fine growth 
striae, raised from the surface in the form of lamellae, The 
lamellae are strongest on the spires The glossy aperture is stain~ 
ed here end there with purple. 
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SHILLING ON THE OUTUR RUJFS OF ST, CROIX; For the most yart 
shelling is difficult on the outer reeis, due to the usual a#ather 
heavy swell, Taking advantage recently of low tides and calm 
water, I went to see what can be found on the outer reefs sure 
nao Christiansted Harbor, We found about 2 miles of reef 
exposed, 


We started exploring about the middle where there were many large 
fine Astraca caclata, but not as many as I had hoped fore. One of 
our party found 2 medium sized Charonia tritonis alive and the 
rest found several Conus mus, but no regiuse I found some pretty 
Arene crucntata, 2 large Mitra puella, several Coralliophila, 

a few Latirus, including Lecayohuesonicuss also many Drupa nodu- 
losun, which seemed to come in two sizes; also fine hrge Tegula 
maculostriata and a few scarce small shells, one new to me. 


While on the reef we exyerienced a strong hail (4?) storm which 
lasted about ¢ houre We made our way pack to the boat which we 
had anchored about 100 yards away and started back, put the water 
was so enlm we decided to cruise around, We found a large Charon~ 
ia in the sand for which we dove and retrieved, A number of Strom~ 
bus gigas were seen browsing on the botton. On the sand and coarse 
gravel of the shore we got 2 beautiful Cassis madagascarensis, one 
4 lovely vurvle color, ‘Here Jow Miller found the finest strombus 
gallus I have ever seen, alive of course (the shell, that is,Bd Note) 
ana a pretty Phalium granulatum, Ye tried to find more Sagallus 
but aside from a broken immature one, we had no luck, Feeling 
satisfaed, we returned, and decided toward off vossible colds and 
other ailments with some rum (NOT taken externally, Hd note), Thus 
we concluded a oleasant trip, One rather odd fact I noticed 
(presumably before the medical application of the rum, Hd NOTE) 
was a small crab living inside the shell of Astraea chelnti.e 
(Serioustd, NOTH: These commensusl crobs are also found in many 
bivalves, Yo ve found many inside Mytiluse It is said. thot 
if one votiently accumulotes enough of them, he enn moke *% tisty 
number of crnb dishes, It is nevertheless surprising thet such 
.ereb is also found inside % anstropode) 

eesoeeCORDON USTICKE 


VOLUNTIER WANTED: The Editor's heortrending efforts to convey 
to the club membership under whit heavy burden he has to operate 
hes so far found little response, He remins not Editor but 
factotum (look up your old Zatin books for that one) of this 
estimnble sublicrations, In a softhended moment he »lso .ssumed 
the osition of Historim of the Club, not retlizing what he 

wes letting hinelf in fore The job consist of the following: 
sccunulsting £n one or more pulky scxrp books, 211 printed or 
written motericl conceming the affnirs of the club, such 15 
vhotos of outings, infrequent newspaper recognition, ».rticles 
ete. published by members etc,getc. The Edktor now prayerfully 
turns to one among us who would feel the ansver to 1. deep lying 
need in engnging in this sort of pmtient accumulirtion. Is 

there one who would .nd will? OT, that failing, is there one 
who will assume the tsk nevertheless? (Ed NOTH: it renlly can 
be 2. lot of fun,) The scez2p book is there, Where the keeper? 
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COLLECTING SHELLS IN N&W YORK FISH MARKETS 
by Morris K, Jncobson 


Since not all our members may be awnre thet this is indeed a goal 
source for shells, we have undertaken to publish this paper which 
J/g prepsred many years ago when our Club was very very young. The 
couse of the article was a letter we received adn 1949 from lMrse 
Margaret Teskey, Secretary of the American Malncological Union 

in which she, describing no visit to our teeming city, wrote of 
having "collected" the following species in fish stores on 9th 
Avenue, Third Avenue near 14 Street, and Bteeker’ Street in Green= 
+g i Polinices, Busycons, Ensis, Helix, Mytilus, Oyster 
an OPIS » 


Now the writer olso collected diligently there nd the results of 
such trivs are here set forth, Littorine littoren can be found 
at almost any time at mony fish stores, likewise Myn orenarda, 
and Venus mercennring If one exomines the Venus shells corefully 
he night be fortunnte enough (as I was) to pick out the vericty 
notata which hrs vivid zigzag markings of brown, When the ovmer 
is Bot lookint, one enn surreptitiously remove some nice live 
fnomin simplex from oyster shells, 1s well as Crepidila fornicata 
and mnetinecs Cy vienna, Anong the Littorinas on can sometimes de- 
tect 2 few specinens of Thnis lapillus, 2nd we onee took two fine 
live Buecinun undntun in such 2 "station". Once whihe looking 
over some sen urchins (which the trade calls "sea eggs") I found 
at the undernent mouth énd, the portly destroyed shells of two 
Nucula proxima, and from where I was stranding I could have swom 
the urchin hrd been dining on then, for the valve nenrer the ane 
innl's nouth wns partinlly devoured, whereas the outer one was 
quite entire, =Evidentally Strongylocentratus (the urchin) was 
having Nueuls on the heif shell, Other urchins in the same 

lot were also found engaged in the some activity. 


From Zurove and Worth Africa come huge wicker baskets of live 
lend sn-ils ond here excellent pick ngs enn be enjoyed, At 
vorious tines I bought the folloving species of pulmonste snails: 
Otaln lacten and its brighter relative O.tintigana; Helix Aperta 
that comes with the huge aperture securely closed by 2 henvy 
white epivhragm ond for that reson cores packed in sawdust to 
keen out the noisture ond the snail dormant; Helix aspersa and 
its huce relative Heaspersa major of Taylors Helix pomecea, the 
esenrgot of France, and the handsoric, blnck lipped H,mclanostonas 
Theba pisana, its really handsome little shell appe*sring in 2° 
bewildering veriety of design and colors ‘nd finally a white, 
wibiliested land shell from Morocco that seems to be near to 

the species Kerophila eremophila Carpenter which I have from 
Isrnele The Inte Mr, Willinm A,Weeks used to tell me that he 
blended in vnin with scenllop fishemen to bring him the shells 

of Pecten megnllanicus after they had removed the marketable 
"eye" or adductor muscle, But we once purchased sone fine 
specinens in the nowecone Washington market, on the vive of one 
of which ve found 2. magnificent svecimen of crucibulum strintun, 
the only live one I hove ever S CGN» (continued) 
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‘mong whelks, ohe can pick uv both local specied, Busycon carica 
end B, canaliculata (but not alwsy with unbroken lips), and a — 

ee snails will yield Polinices heros as well as Pedupli- 
catag At one time we saw huge hmpers‘full of Vivirara malleata, 
the huge introduced fresh water snail, for sal@ in Chinatown, here 
they probably vent in to the concoction of some toothsome Canton 
dish, Ensis directus is also occasionally offered together with 
the real stemerer, Myte 


Nor should one overlook the several varieties of ocotpus and’ 
squid, true moklusks both, They usually yield a brownish, chitin 
ous parrot shaped beak and a filmy internal ‘*pen" for the collection 
drawers, If one can befriedd the cleaner who dresses the pur=- 
chased fish for the kitchen (and if one doesn’t mind peering too 
@losely at fish entrials) one can sometimes get an amazingly 
large collection of Vnereicardia borealis or the handsome cockle 
Cerdium pinnulatum, However, it is useful to examine only the 
stomachs of ground feeding fish like cod and the many members of 
of the fl>t flounder familys it is useless to look for things 
inside svift swimmers like mackerel and tuna&e ERarlier of course 
I should have mentioned one of the most common market clams, the 
mussle or liytilus edulis, 


In aqnazium stores that deal with fish hobbyists one can get a 
fine variety of fresh water snails, There is the red famshorn | 
(Helisoma spe) from Australia as well as the ordinary H,trival- 
vis and thysa heterostropha from New York, Lymnaeas are harder 
to keep because aquarium owners find that they tend to escane 
from the tanks, There are also fine large Ancylidae, The better 
stores keep Anpulbh rias (Fomacea palludosa?) as well as the 
planorbiselike Ceratodes cormnuarietis (Mystery snails to the 
trade), and some s tock fresh water mussels (Elliptio conplanatw ) 
which thoy call a Filter Clam because its function is to keep 
tanks free of microsconvic impurities, ly records are not very 
corinlete, and I am sure I missed a few species. 


Thus on can see how rich collecting in Manhattan can bee. At 
one tine I counted a minimum of 40 species of mallusks (cephalo= 
ods included) that can be collected alive in Manhattane 


TORR ON THE KATSARAS AUCTION: As we go to press, we are in re= 
Ceins of a communication from Nick in which he included a two 
column sprerd on himself in the Journal American, with 4 truly 
handsome picture of a thoughtful Wick contemplating a huge 

Cassis, Thes tory tells all about our member in a nice, sympathe= 
tic mannerg Nick neks me to request thos who bought some of tle 
hicher -riecd shells at the auction tosend in the name of the 
shell and the price they said, since no one 8 cems to have kept 
records, Nick points out that these prices are important for 


historical vurpos eS~¢ 


Nay IUSTICATION: THRE MOLLUSCAN SHELLS by Katura Oyama and Yoshio 
Takara, oablished by the Science and Photography Ckub, Tokyo 
Japan, 7riee 35 <A series of wel done black and white photos 
of shells, the first part (as above) including Heliotis, Guilfor= 
dia, Cerithium, Murex, Babylonia, Pecten etc. ctl. 
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Ti KATSARAS SHELL AUCTION. One day our member, Mr. Nick Katsaras, 

looking over his shelis said, "I just haven't room enoughee.and if 
hove GO move?eeeseperhans I should share my shells with oter col- 

lectors," And so the idea of an auction was borne : 

It was in the beginning of July when Nick selected first as 
osecretary, Mrs. Jo Yicher, then as auctioneer Mr,Anthony D'Attilio,. 
Quietly the palce, date and time of the auction (National Arts 
Club, 0ct,.5, 1 to 5 PM) were decided upon, The real task of get- 
ting the auction into shave began. With three months to work init 
seemed a simple task ~- a bulletin to be vsrepared and mailed out, 
the shells transported to the Club, and a few other incidentals to 
be taken care of, Freparing the bulletin was a challenge, Start-~ 
ing 98 a vostecard sized statement, it was soon changed to a‘one 
vece announcement with a listing of some of the rarer shells, Cone 
ferences end tetyvings went on; many changes were made, More rare 
shell were listed, and finnlly a second page listing some one 
updred of the more than 1200 fine shells to be offered was added, 
veveral consultation were held with the printer about the fomat 
Fei: finally the dey came when our bulletin was ready for mailing to 
“i¢ shell enthusiasts from many »nlaces whose names we had meanwhile 
“sthered for our roster, 

4 4% Last Ocyober 5, a fine, sunny day arrived, Nick and a friend 
‘Tought the shells to tbe club where Mrs, Wichern helped to lay 

then out for displimy. the first visitors arrived even before noon 
nad by the time the auction was over close to ninety people had 

Come to Sec and buy. The shwlls were so numerous and of such pe rs 
fection and rarity that is is difficult to mae a selection, but:at 
least eh following should be mentioned: a 13" Strombus goliath, a 
flavless 13" Gassis madagascarensis, a beautiful 5": Cardium cos&atum, 
Conus emedis, Hpitonium rugosum, Strombus tricomis, several varie-= 
ties of Voluta, all of good size and verfect, varieties of Conus, 
Sole bivalves, and some land shells, There were groups of Strombus, 
-URbOS, Haliotis and boxes of smaller shells, many of which were 
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far from comriong There were two door vrized, o leurotomaria hire 
esei, won by iirg D' Attilio, end a beautiful Tibia curvirostris, won 
by Myre Draume Several of the boxes of shells were also distributed 
as vrizess In short there were shells for everybody's taste snd 
nocketbook, 

During the auction reporters bustled about and photographers 
-ere busy vopving flashlights, Publicity conceming the auction 
appeared in the New York Times, New York Journal American, Newark 
Evening News, and the Hawaiian Shell News (Ed Notes besides these 
NOTES). To these publications Mr, Katsaras expresses his sincer~ 


est thanks, One man from Juecns read the notice in the Sunday Times, 


hurriedly left his late breakfast, came to the auction 2nd rounded 
out his collection of olives with a number of interesting specimens. 
It vas gratifying also to receive responses to our bulletin from 
far away places such as Bermuda, Florida, SteLouis, snd Hoawiaile 

Mr, Kataaras also wishes to express his sincerest thanks to 
‘Dre Re Tucker Abbott, DreReL.Alsaker, Mr, Karl W/Greene, Miss Ade~ 
line Pepver, Mrs. Jo Yichem, Mr, Anthony D'Attilio, Mre George 
Jacobs, I'v, Hd Cowles, Miss Hllen Jacobs, ond Miss Catherine Ahders 
for thett kind assistance, With one word more: "If you missed this 
auction watch for: the next one" we write finis to a most interes- 
ting, challenging, and rewarding summer's worke 

-=-=JO VICHERN 


OBILUARYs linny of our members remember ifiss Gigi Goldman as a 
“leesant snd friendly person who enjoyed chatting with them before 
the mectings, and who listened so intently to our programs, We 
nissed her ~leasant greeting for some months and uvon incuiry about 
her, leamed to our sorrow that Miss Goldman had passed awaye No 
detaiks are known of her passinge 

weee=JO VWICHIRY 


EDGR ALLS 20 AWD CONCHOTOGY: An unfortunate alliance betweena 
fenius of 19th eentury .mcrican literature and conchology occurred 
when in Avril of 1829 Bdgar Allen Poe, for the sum of 350, sold 
his meme and some effort at hack work to copy almost word for word 
the work of an inglish conchologist Thomas Brown, Brown's book 
was entitled, "The Conchologist Text Book," The book to vhich Foe 
sold his -neme carried the identical title} 

Poe, doomed forever to struggle with a hoveless and degrading 
noverty, with his young, broken life already steeped in alcohol, 
drugs, and unhanny romances, at this narticular time was in desper= 
ste need of money, -i Professor Wyatt, who had previously issued 
throush E-rpers his Manual of Conchology, obtained the services 
of an inglish magazine writer, James Leddar, to interest Poe in 
copying Drovm's works 

Of course it was not long before Poe was accused of stealing 
the vork from Prown withthe added misfortune th-t when’ Poe later 
tried to lb>ve his collected wo rks vublished by H-rpers, this firm 
ennarently refused to undertake the pubhication when they le-rned 
of his connection with the copied textbook on Conch6Llogy e 

weenw-=-Dr, VALTER JACOBS 
HOTU: Dr, Jacobs showed a copy of the Poe work, He also promised 
to contribute it tbo our Club auction ee Car teee 
mkj 
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A TRIO OF GAST “AFRICAN CON3S° iit 
Conus praclatus Hwass, C,stellstus Kiener, Ceelisea Kiener 
by «ANTHONY DY aATTILIO 


The precise relationshin among the following three species of 
cones atfords another example of the endless series of problems con= 
fronting the serious student of this numerous and peautiful family 
of shells, Here I will make no attempt to hazard a guess as to 
their exact taxonomic postition but rather to point our certain 
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differences by which they they may be easily separated. None of 
these three cones is widely svread throughout the Indéo-Pacific 
region, as far as vublished records ShOWe as 

COMUS “RLTUS Hvass in Bruge, 1792, Habitat?, Encycl,iicthod, 

v Dler, pe746 me ge) 

res teotl adequate infornation as to the distribution of 
his, the best known of the three cones to be discussed, aside from 
the Ifozambicue and Bast African coast, where it is to be found in 
abunddnee, Full grown sxecimens average about 59 TH» The color is 
variable and besides the tyoicak chestnut brow it is also found 

in lichter shades down to golden yellot’. As these golden colored 
syecitiens are somewhat less common, they are held in esteem by 
dollectors, Interestingly cnough the species was fist ee ot : 
from a golden colored shell, The nost characteristic and consistent 
feature in this shell is the bluish color which shades a yortion 
of each of the white markings. On the lighter and yellower speci 
nens this bluish color becomes nore lavender Dae body whor is . 
entirely covered with fine, very slightly raised striae which are 
embellished with smell woite dots, It is well illustrated in \ 
Kiener, Icon,Coca,.Viventes, 1989, figelg Reevee Conchelcons, pl,2l, 
Pin. 19 

fea inks discussion of the next two species 18 prompted by the ree 
int of 2 number of specinens of that I eve taken to be Cestella~ 
Ss, In nddition two svecimens have come to my 2 ttention which s 
seam referrable to Cy clisac, Both of these cones are Little _ 
lmovme Reeve, in the supplement to the Iconica figured elisae Kien 
and cited stellatus as a "junior" form of clisacs Kiener in the 
Iconogranhic orotested this and in the diagnosis following went to 
sone nains to demonstrate their validity. Since then, due to a 
riucity of svecinens both nanes heave had a varied history, 
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fONUS STELL.TUS Kicner, IconsCocaeVive, pl.s99, figed 

The type of stellatus was a snail specimen 22 mm in height. 
1 connarison of the ITatin descrivtion and the descrivtion in French 
vith some specimens of a cone at hand, has made it seem to me 
srobable that these are Kicener's species, The specimens range in 
size from 88 to 42 mm, The most notable characteristic in this 
syecies is its fine «white markings and chocolate colored background, 
These white markings are arrenged in both spiral and axial aggre= 
gstes which are connec$Zed, The body whorl is covered by transverse 
threads which become noticeably raised towards the base of the 
shell, These threads are ornamented with white ovular snots pre- 
senting the effect of o nenrl necklace, the connecting links of 
vhich ere a darker browm than the bese color, Withour magnificathbn 
the shell vresents the annocarance of having been evenly and close» 
ly speckBed with white, This may have suggested to Kiener the poe> 
tig idva of a starry night, hence the name stcllatuse 


CONUS LISA Kiener, Tcon,CocdsVive, 1849, ped4l, 01,64, fibel Halt ? 

The single specimen studied is 58 mm, Kiener's figure is 52 
m. 8elatcd in form only to C.praelatus, the design and color,.of 
this shell are unusucl, There are four ecually divided pands of 
color, tio of one shade and two slightly darker, The darker bands 
appear more brown, and the lighter bends more of a. bluish grey,)..The 
color is the result more of 2 combination of the intricate reticu- 
lete oattem than of any dcfinite hute, This pattern consists of 
very fine, close set sniral threads crossed by equally fine axial 
lines, Both the transverse and axial lines are only faintly dis- 
tinct end often become wayy, sometimes the axial nattern predomina- 
ting and sdmetimues the spirale he thread like lines are brownish 
2ile the interstices are greyish blue, On my specimen there .are 
a few large bluish white markings over the last spiral wnorl direct- 
ly nuar the averture, The remainer of the spire, where it is not 
eroded is sinilar to the shell ind ccoration, 

In summary, 2 comparison of first praclatus and stellatus 
demonstrates that the latter is a smaller shell, its base color 
a unifom deep chocolate brown in controst to the larger 7nd more 
varicdly colored nraclatus, Besides, stellatus lacks the bluish 
stain “-hih apoeers so orominently over the white markings of prac 
latus, In shane all three svecies are similarly turbinate, The 
Mgle at the shoulder is bluntly rounded and the last spiral whorl 


is slightly raised,and deoressed in the centers Beginning with the 


followin: whorl the spire ascends more sharply, the whorls are sligh- 


tly rounded, the sutures well marked ond the spire ends obtusely, 
The sink nuélear tip mises sharply, niprle like, but as a rule is 
larsely eroded, Fainting on the spire is similar to the body 
exeect for the anvarent lack of any transverse lines, The outer 
lid is white excent for the transiucent thin lip edge, Transverse 
Bitine on the body whorl are weak, stronger towards the base of 
the shell, 


TSOUGHT FRO}. THE AUSTRALIA WRISLATTIRs “Old shell collectors 


lever dic, they only smell that way", (True, true, Ed Notes) 
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MOUGHTS ON FAVING BBN A SHELL CLUB I@ITsR FOR ONE YE\Rs My in~ 


terest in shells began on the beaches of Rhode isiand, where jingle 
shell colonies find living lovely and hve tried and succeeded 

in surpassing more distent relatives in beauty 2nd size,e The lowly 
scallop (vecten irradians) reigns king there, and the rainbow of 
royal shells wasing in with the tide sealed my doorme I am a slave 
to the molluskt : 

Onvortunity for extensive travel being limited, Iwas quick 
to pounce on wandering friends, relatives and strangers, and te- 
calling the suvreme success of the Statue of Liberty, stood with 
hands outstretched, and pleadeds "Give me your shells," The results 
were astoundings 

My sole experience with live collecting had been limited to 
2 routine, cold-blooded chopping up of our friend, the chowder clame 
But fate soon changed this, My daughter's discovery of the almost 
imnossible on our local heach = a live Ensis directus = was the 
‘yeen light for me, From then on the slightest movement on sand 
or rock spelled doom for the sunsuspecting victin whowas pounced 
voon and enrricd gleefully home to be boiled to death, while my 
family shrank further and further away from me in horrors My col- 
lecting progressed at a great rates 

And with it my knowledge progressed also. But all my friend- 
ly relations with the staff of the local public Library have been 
severed, for my approach upually means a long trek for some comfor- 
table librarian to the far dark caverns where they persist in keep- 
ing their shell books ofit of my reach, me, the general public. We 
uve never secon eye to ey on my constant withdrawal of their hidden 
treasures, But I heve nrogressed, I have listened and learned and 
lsbelled, I have large and Little fomilics standing at‘ shining 
attention in my shell cabinet. Overculun, neriostracum, veristome 
hold no terrors for me nove But most fo all I no longer chop up 
chowder clems, We now eat Venus mereenarial 

on--HELEN AMOROSING 





ST\ET NOTH: When we received no new article from our indefatigable 

correspond: nt in Ste Croix we wrote to him in some anxictys Seens 

he hed had a slight foll (on the recfs of Christiansted?) and bung~ 
However, all is well now, and we will be 


ed his head up a bite . ! 
happy in the next number to run 2n article on Shelling in Grenada 


BWI by Gordon Ustickes 


FROM OUR MONTHLY ANUBSTION BOX: (Notes questions asked and answered, 
where vossible, at the regular meetings)s QeAre there any shells 


in the middle of the ocean? AnS.e { Jacobson) There are some pelagic 


foms like Janthina and ptero pods, with glassy, f ragile shells, 
(DiAttilio) Dredgings yield shells at all depths. The Galatheo 
neer lindanao found shells four niles down » 
Quest, How do you deodorize ser plumes? (asked by Adam Roses) 

ins,(Racihle) Washing, fresh alr, and sunshine, (Jacobson) Store 


for four or five weeks away from people. (Cowles) Try different 


deodorent solutions, but not bleach). 


SOCIAL MoT: As the result of her outstanding work as Recording 


aiVtios 


@écretary of the New York Shell Club, Miss Catherine Ahders has 


recently been elected Secretary (recording and corresponding) 
of the Columbian University Graduate Newnan Club. (Ed,Note: Stick 


W 


with us Cathy}) 
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members of the NEVi YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, 31 for each 
of other members of the same ae Corresponding members (dues 
»l per year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are pub- 
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EXCEEPTS FRO: THE MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 


Lov, 6, 1958 at the office of Dr. Walter H Jacobs, 124 WV. 94 St., 
ew Lore: City's 


Dr, Sbbott, Dr. Newell, Dr. Turner have been asked to address the 
club, When they have replied, Dr; Dodd, Dr. Loewry, and George 
Kline or Jack Parker will be asked for the remaining dates. Mr, 
Cowles agreed to relieve “irs, Wichern of the job of arranging the 
Projrem and contacting the speakers. 


It Was Suggested that appropriate stationery be printed for the club. 
“he dxeeutive Board felt that Busycon canaliculatum would be a suit- 
able loeal motif. The heading of the letter would be "NEW YORK SHELL 
i, Founded 1949", On the envelope would be printed "NEW YORK 
Siu CLUB" and the officer using the stationery would write in his 
rn address, 





ta order to make the Shell of the llonth feature serve its original 
*ac%ion of encouraging all members to participate, the feature will 
“© On the basis of assignment and not of volunteering. 

pe “as decided to hold the auction once more at the National Arts 
“U0, and again to offer both books and shells. 


‘tas also decided to donate y25, not $10, to the museum library 


fund, 
“iss Weingartner will look into the cost of an Slliot addressograph 
‘or Irs, “ichern's use, 


Sussested dates for the field trip were: lay 2, 9, 16, or 23. 
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(:xeorots, continued): 
sugested Localities for the field trip were: Fire Island, Shelter 
Islnd, Orient Point, or Oriental Beach near Pelham Bay and Hunter 
Islond. 

~ » « « » CATHERINE AHDERS. 


oo) YORK SHELL CLUS IN Toi NEWS: 





In the Long Island Daily Press of 
Novenber 17, page 11, there was a nice three-column spread story on 
our corresponding secretary, Jo Wichern, and her shells. There was 
elso a picture of the slishtly bemused subject of this story stand- 
ing pensively in front of the prizes of her collection. Among 
other interesting items in this story are the following: that 
shells sell for from 10 cents to $500 (ed. note: even for Conus 
slordamaris, Jo?); that the New York Shell Club's 150 members (ed, 
note: thenss, Jo) hold annual auctions and shell exploring expedi- 
tions, and that her first and most treasured shell is a whorled 
turban-like beauty she inherited from the family. This very inter- 
esting item, like others before it, go smack into our scrap book 
waich ig in charse of our new historian, iir. Fred Cannon. 13 

m 


ee 


ALETMSR FROM NEW ZEALAND: 





i re ts Ha ne et et 


. . « » Next month (November) I plan to 
trevel around South Island (N. Z.) and also to visit Stewart Island. 
I will camp out (couldn't afford it otherwise) and hunt snails in 
the bush, climb mountains, take pictures, and do some merine col- 
lecting and sunbathing for relaxation. Dr. Clench is interested 
in tting marine shells from New Zealand. I have done a little 
of it now and it's quite interesting and enjoyable. Instead of 
rooting eround, turning over rotten logs, straining your eyes for 
the little thincs in dim light, you just look around the rocks, 
sesy to gee, simple and plenty of sun. The chitons and limpets 
are most numerous. Yoliotis is common but usually in deeper water 
than I dare to venture. I cut my finger slightly trying to dis- 
lodse one, 


Next week-end (a laboring day here) I plan to visit a pen pal in 
Terenaki, and explore and collect around Mt, Egmont, Will take 
three days. 4m planning to sail for Australia in January from 
PE ei After my trip south I plan to move up to Auckland and 
collect, 


“y P.O. box is paid up to March, and a friend will take care of 
Mail while I'm travelling. Recently reecived a letter from my 
mother with Bureh's directory and several New York Shell Club Notes 
fich I found quite interesting. 


. « » « « FRANK HAUSMAN 
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CONUS IMPERIALIS L. ON THE EAST AFRICAN COAST 


In New York Shell Club Notes 43, Conus fuscatus was discussed and 
coiclusions were tentatively drawn as to its specific validity, 
peccd upon its supovosed geographic isolation from the true 
inperialis of the Philippine area. 


Included in a consignment of various shells, since then recoived 
fron Zanzibar, is one example of what appears to be the Central 
Pacifie and Philippine Island Conus imperialis. This specimen 
has the stoutness of form and the style of ornamentation which in 
the discussion then had been referred to Conus imperialis. 


Any hope of resolving all the taxonomic and biological problems 
implied in the knowledge that both forms or "spceics" oecur in 
the samc locality is bcyond the seope of these papers. AS a 
help in identification and as an indication towards recognizing 
et least what we are rcfcrring to, it seoms advisable to retain 
such names as Conus fuscatus for the narrow formed and varicgated 
dettern shell and Conus imperialis for the stout form. At the 
rete that the scicnec is progressing, an attempt to arrive ata 
truc biological picture of tho relationships of the 600 or more 
cones inhabiting the Indo-Pacific will not be attcmpted in the 
immediate forcseccable future. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF BAST AFRICAN CONES (N.Y.SHELL CLUB NOTES 38) 


Conus augur Hwass in Brug. Zanzibar 
Tv paltcatus \8ew . 2 Kenya 
© » @lisae Kicner Mozambique 
"festivus Dillwyn Zanzibar 
"  imporialis imperialis L. Zanzibar 
jodostoma Recve Mozambique 
" stellatus Kiener Mozambique 
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SHELLING IN GRENADA, BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


"he Island of Grenada is a British Colony (or at least was). The 
airplane taxcs you there from Trinidad in about onc hour, flying 
norti. Tac Airport is near the northcastcrn end of the Island, on 
avout the only picec of level ground thore is. The Island is very 
hilly, and immcnse numbers of fruit trecs of all kinds abound, also 
gpiccs cuch as nutmeg, etc. 


fron the airport to the principal town, St. Gcoorge, which is over on 


the southwestern end, is a long and tortuous drive of over twenty 
miles; the roads arc narrow and turns are mostly hairpin. 


Our hotel overlootxed the harbor and Bay of St. George, as well as 
the St. seorse Lagoon. 


© along the Zast coast was very unproductive of shells - very 
Ss. put gboop eliffs running down to the sca and no beaches. Py 
ind e very small and pretty Phalium granulatum, also a few 
JL1 cones (about 1") new to me; and at Grand Roy, where a stream 
on lato the Bea, some very large greenish Neritina punctulata 
Lorex, a rather handsome shell; and soveral large Acmacas; also a 


poor Tercbra taurinie. 
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trip tc the southvestern tip of the Island was fruitless, nothing 
ot blaek send: also, Grand Anse Bay, a beautiful bathing beach 
out tio milcs south of St. George produccd nothing of interest. 


Horever, a short steco walk down to tho Caribbean side of the hotel 
gromontory led to a aifferent story entirely. iy first trip pro- 
duced e fo Voluta musicas, several cones, including the very rare 
and beautiful Con Conus _ ; doniniconus and e cone resembling daucus, 

ough differont to the St. Croix shell, also scveral small and new 
0 me) mere ell ‘Llas. 
4fter this sueeese I decided to try the St. George Lagoon which was 
On the lendvard side of the promontory and, to my delight, I found 
the Lesoon full of live shells, very large numbers of Murex brevi- 
frons, mostly Living in old Strombus gigas shells, often three or 
for to a shell. t found only tio Pusiolina_ morio living in the 


ud, cet “Waele “ais ne the mpagaste I a same alive. “Large numbers of a 
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sion inside, sad “gleo meny Chione el. no two of which scemed 








to heave the gene mar’cings. Large numbers of Pedalion alata in ea 
very deep Be EN n color; also small prettily markcd Natica canrenas 
“ixe@ in with these were clusters of Ostrea rhizophorae and some 
Qetres vircinies (7). Anomia sinpl ox scomed rather rare = but 
-ltilus exustus was very conmon, as was Cardium muricatum, and also 
serge Ph hacoides pectinatus in a vory pretty orange color. In one 
Sipe I found “guite ea colony of Tellins with a pink dash, end a few 
ive 


ve Cor roulas. 


‘ext dey I paid ao returm visite to the Lagoon and picked up several 
ney she ls, including; Calliostoma zonanestun, Crucibalum auricula 
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my Or Be Vidl Noe Noe AY. Desomber 19538 ss Paze & 
cwclling in Grenada, 3B. . I. (continued): 
end striatua, Heterodonax bimaculatus, Pecten imbricatus. Then 


noticing that the tide was low I tricd to walk around the point to 
the Caribbean side. Whilst wading through shallow water, Was 
thrilled to rind Voluta musica erawling about on the bottom of 
rough coral. I also found a quantity of small shells ineluding 
Noslie hotesscriana and pumilio, Torinia cylindrica, Epitonium 
freibi, and several different Tricolias. 


MO rounding the point, I found a quantity of the very prettily 
mrxed Nitidclla lacvizata and then, as the tide was low, I started 
to find lots of nice shells: many beautiful Vasum capitellun, 
gse (my wife found a huge one with a large hook) , Thais 






chrysostoma, meny smoll rock dwelling shells, and many Cymatium; 
also 2 larse 2 re the Japanese Fascio- 


jeria trapeziua, 





Tie fecrocallista i a really lovely and very variable 
S he normal markings as found in Florida, 
id ourdle brown color with two darker rays and 


iszag markings, and all sorts of combinations 


: 
shell in Grenada, - 
it Gan pe found’ ea so 
olso With beautiful 
betrreen. 





-1cre scem to be two diffent kinds of Voluta musica in the Lagoon, 
one shell quite pinkish, and the other sreenish in color. 


arenada is e very picturesque Island and it was interesting watching 
the Danena boats being loaded - all hand labor. 


tven little boys on the beach know that the "music shell" is 
valveble! 
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ONC TORS the Club finds itself deevly indebted to our very 
g00d members, Dr, and lirs, Julius Wisoff for a generous gift of 
liimeograph noner and other materials necessary to the production 
of this nublication, The Bditor knows he speaks for all of us 
‘hen he sends the Wisoffs his deepest gratitude and wishes th em 
all the best for the havny Foliday Season ond for the coming 

Nev Year, And, on his ovm, he undertakes to do the same to all 
Our members and friends, wherever they are, by wishing them a 
year full of joy and havny shell experiences, 


Sharp eyed shell+neople will have noticed that this edition of 
the NOTES differs considerably from previous ones in a starte- 
ling lack of tynoerahical and other errors, Thanks for this 
wiusual nhenomenon are due to Dorothy Raeihle, who graciously 
undertook the tying of this number and thereby relieved the 
harassed Editor of a chore, most oppressive to him, and the 
€eneral membership of the annoyance of engaging in intricate 
hental cymnastics to determine just whatinh,,this durn word is} 
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These NOTES are distributed by mail free of charge to all regular men- 
bers of the Nay YORK SiHSLL CLUS (dues 92 per year, }»1 for each of other 
renbers of the seme family). Corresponding members (dues 1 per year) 
elso receive the NOTES by mail, he NOTES are published ten times a 

veer, Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 455 Beach 139 
t., Rockaway Seach 94, New York, For other matters address the Corre- 
ssmnding Secretary at €2-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, New York, 








EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 7th: 


The Corresponding Secretary announced the schedule of speakers: 


r, tuth D, Turner on February lst, Dr. Ff. Tucker Abbott on March lst, 
end Dr, William Dodd on June 7th. 


“Is, Wiehern introduced her Shell of the Month by explaining to the 
neabers thet the qualities she looked for in a shell were color, tex- 
ture, Shape, and peculiarity. The shell she showed, Cardium lyratum 
Sowerby, from the Philippines, has all these characteristics to a 
darxed degree. Its shiny surface, the pattern of the striations that 
$0 in two direetions, its interesting hinge, and its peculiar internal 
coloring all maze this shell one of 7irs. Wichern's proudest possessions. 


. « . CATHERINE AHDERS 


a 
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SAUISIT The St. Agnes branch of the New York Public Library,located 
at 444 Austerdam Ave., has on exhibit a display of shells loaned by the 
venders of the NE YORK SHeLL CLUB. The exhibit was set up Jan. 2lst, 
21d vill be on for at least a month from that date. 
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As /SPAPER MALACOLOGY: Usually, we suppose, the scientific notices ap- 


ee! 


Serine in the mishty iwew York Times are reliable. Hence it was with 
...- Surprise and dismay that we came across an article in that great 
ace ae On the new senus of shells, Neopilina, of the new molluscan 
“285 Onoplaeophora. (fri.,Jan.16,'59) According to this item, the 
shell Was dredzed from "an ocean trench 300 miles deep” (wow!); “it ig 
,4/ One tenth of an inch wide and must be viewed with a microscope" 
sowually it is about three quarters of an inch in diameter); it is 

ne led Paleozoic Neopilina"” (which is like saying that her name is 
“cent Bardot”), Truly, it must be a mighty task to proof read such 
* tat paper, 
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THE JAPANESE LATIAXIS 


by 
Anthony D'Attilio | hil 


The Jepanese specimens of this genus form an amazing assemblage of 
shells endemic to one zoological province. Their occurrence in such 
profuse development within the limited confines of the waters around 

Jagan might form the basis of an interesting study. 
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Letiexis resia Kuroda L. hiraseanus Kuroda L., teramachi Kuroda 





The development of spines, scaley processes, and other sculptural 

adornments over the entire surface of these shells has led many to 

question whether en awereness of these forms suggested to the Japanese 

and Other Asiatic cultures the architectural motives for their temples 

and oe -odas, Speculation of this nature, srented its legitimate 

intorest, reaches into the realm of aesthetics and is of very little 

Value, concholozically speatting. 


It would seen lixely that the choice of names for the species in a 
seus aisht be indieative of the kind of regard in which the genus is 
held, If so, then the choice of names for this comparatively small 
croup of shells would appear to show that it has been held in high 
esteea by all.conchological workers. 


Tn the assignment of names to the eighteen species of Latiaxis here 
clmerated, seven famous concholozists have been honored. These are: 
Dunker , dirase, Kiener, Lischke, wlawe, Pilsbry, and “Jinckworth. Among 
Collectors, the followins are noticed: Deburgh, Kawamura, Kinoshita, 
end Leramechi, Tosa is a famous collecting area and japonica does 
lonor to Japan, the country of their origin. The few remaining names, 
other than euseniae, are of a descriptive nature. 


The followin: is, as far as cen be judged, a complete list of the 
vadenese Latiaxis, The closely related Coralliophila listed are not 
*eetrieted to Japan and the same can, perhaps, be said for Coralliobia 
and Lataxiene, Latiaxis deburghiae Reeve was listed by Dall and oth- 
rs fron deep water off Florida. It has never been critically com- 
Pared, at least to this writer's knowledge, with Latiaxis deburghiae 
frog Jepan. Offhand it does not appear likely that one member of this 
s€0us should be living in such vastly removed areas of separate oceans. 
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Javanese Latiaxis, dy D' Attilio, continued: 


411 svecimens listed are at present in the D'Attilio collection. The 
illustrations included here are of several species not shown in either 
the books by -lirese or Kira, Both volumes, especially the “ira illus- 
syations, depict the majority of the Latiaxis. 


Letiexis nakamicgawai Xuroda. This name with a photographic illustra- 
ap apoears in the Japanese Journal of “lalacology for October, 1958. 
is journal was received after this paper had been written. A com- 
me with known species shows that it is closest to Latiaxis regia. 
Latiaxis armatus Sow. Latiaxis teramachi Kuroda 
crebrilamellose Sor, tosanus Hirase 
deburshiae Neeve winekworthi fulton 
~ dunker i “uroda 
eujeniee Sernardi Coralliophila bulbiformis Conrad 
hiraseanus Kuroda costularis Lam. 
jeponica Dunker pyriformis Conrad 
kewamurai <‘uroda varicifera Kuroda 
kieneri Hidalgo violacea Kiener 
kinoshitai Fulton 
lischzeanus Kuroda Coralliobia inflata zh 
mavae Uriffth & Pidgeon lemelleta Hat 
Dazodus “A. Ads, sStearnsi Pilsbry 
Dilspryi ilirase 
regia Muroda Lataxiena fimpricata Hinds 


pose 
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GLAZOROUS SIVALVES 
by 
szeorze &, Jacobs 








hen the tern, "bivalves", is mentioned among collectors undoubtedly 
Se Of then, are enins of dim end distant prospects of obtainins a Conus 
sloria-maris or a Volute _festiva, will be apt to exclaim in a tone of 
aild digs ey "OH! clams". If VoOlutas are considered the aristocrats 
of ell shell anoy.g collectors, then bivalves would probably rank in 
their estination with the zalley s slaves of yesterday. Bivalves have 
their uses most she LL collectors will admit, (especially those of you 
ao like then on the half-shell), but hardly anything of real value. 

“d oject LB tO ah oe you that bivalves can also be artistically beauti- 
ful, breath-tatins aly colorful, sculpturally unique, enormously inter- 


oh dee 
esting, and, in a word, — gle porous - so that when you hear someone 
nants ’ & ’ g 

tonne! 'bivelves” ae ein, you may possibdly exclain in easer anticipa- 
"A0ny Oh, = CLA TS.’ 


se © ere about 15,000 species of bivalves in the world to-day, living 
in all Oceans, en an shellow to deep water, in rivers, lakes and streams, 
itianthaee One species, Sora profundorum, has been found in the mid-north 
eT > ¢ Ocean at a devtn of over three miles. Bivalves have also been 
are a Lenellibrenchia, referring to gill-breathing animals whose sills 
ra tomas dosed of See olates, 3ivalvie and Acephala. They are divided 
ie rd cers, Sud-Crderg, Super fatilies, etc., and can get you just as 
ee Zzy tudying then Bs ony Other sroupd of mollusks. The animal itself 
neryot leg enatonically athe types of mollusks in that it has a sort of 
qs S¥8ten, in this cease three pairs of ganglia which function as a 
Snel] brain, @a heart, stomach, intestines, etc., and some have eyes 
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lenordis Bivalves, by Jacobs, continued: 


ioceted in the edge of the mantle. They have no head, no radula, no 
teeth or hearing. Those of you who might wish to pursue this phase of 
ovelves further, will find a most complete and illuminating resume of 
ane subject in Chapter 3, "Life of the Clams", in Dr. R. Tucker 
ypbott's great new book, “American Seashells". 


One of the finest fanilies of bivalves is the Tellinidae or Tellin 
eleis. The word comes directly from the Greek word, "teline", meaning 
a kind of shellfish, and has been used for centuries by the Greeks. 
jonehow, the name, "Tellina", or, "Tellin", seems most aptly to de- 
geribe these dainty, hizhly-polished and extremely elegant shells. 

Not all of them however are light and glossy. Some are rather heavy 
relatively and possess unusual sculptural effects. These would be in 
the genera kmown as Arcopagia. There are about 500 species, divided 
into some 17 genera and - sub-genera, and are found in all oceans, 
fron shallow to deep water. liost are easily obtainable and inexpensive. 
if you have a shell bearing the name Gastrana, Macoma, Tellidora, 
Strigilla, Metis, or Angulus, among others, it belongs in this family. 


Jossibly the most famous of all bivalve families, and certainly the 

10st numerous in the number of species and genera is the Veneridae, or 
Venus Clams. It may be interesting to note that Linnd, the father of 
uur modern nomenclatural system, in 1758, chose the name Venus for a 
lowly clan instead of giving it to a more exalted and exotic family of 
sastrojvoda, such as one of those which so impinge upon and captivate 

the fancy of so many shell collectors. There is no doubt that the 

creat Linne'was duly impressed by the exceeding beauty, simplicity of 
structure and intricacy of detail of these wonderful and glamorous 
shells, In its systemic ramifications, the Veneridae might compare 
favoradly with the zreat Helicidae or Helix family of land shell fame, 
or with the Trochidae or Turridae, among the marine. The Veneridae is 
extremely complex, and years could be devoted to a thorough study of it. 
To make matters worse, almost any book on the subject will present a 
diffezent arrancsement and naming of the genera and sub-genera. It has 
even been divided into separate families. The following genera are 
e10ng the most important in this family: the Dosinia, with their disc- 
shaped, compressed and beautifully sculptured shell; the Tapes or 
Paphie, the so-called Tapestry Shells, with striking designs and high 
--068; the Pitar, containing the lovely Pitar dione, with long rows of 
Siender spines, a truly and remarkably glamorous shell; the Callista, 

& Classic of perfection in shells; the Bassina, with pink-tipped, erect 
Tous of gorzeous frills; the Cytherea or Meretrix, also shells of great 
ccauty; Antigona, Anomalocardia, the Protothaca, the Tivela, Transella, 
Pat fe Saxidomus, Circe, Sunetta, Gemma and Katelsia. A truly great 
teally among mollusks. 


-lere 18 another facet of bivelves that also possesses a high degree of 
o+810r, » the polished bivalve, ‘“lany may be rounded into an almost 
oM=like state of perfection with a little grinding and polishing. 

lere is the common Florida Codalta orbicularis, or Tiger Lucina, pol- 
ished into a remarkable pink and yellow eyeful. Here are two normally 
Dla mussels polished into beautiful pearly and shimmering tones, The 
Jnios, of which there are about 1,000 species in the world, over 500 in 
Orth America, ean also be polished into something quite different than 
@ dull ana dinsy river-clam. Some of them also contain pearls, In 1857 
& pure white pearl weighing 93 grains was found in one near Paterson, 
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“Ci Jersey, It was sold to the Mapress Hugenie of France for 92,500, me 
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‘Jsnorous Bivalves, by Jacobs, continued: 


site a price for those days. 


‘nong other glamorous clams, the Chama lazarus holds a high place. 

Yere is a fine example of bivalves at their highest point of perfection, 
+ith long, graceful, leafy spines and intricate detail. The mediun- 
cized Tridacna squamosa, in rich orange and yellow tones, is also some-~- 
thing to gape at, as is Ostraea eristi-galli. Of course, we are all 
ecguainted with colorful and intriguing Pectens, the Spondyius, the 
cardium and the Cardita. If you will take the trouble to look at your 
sivalves more closely, you may be surprised to find them more beautiful 
and interesting that you had supposed. 


Finally, we come to the Pinnidae, all remarkable and fabled shells. 
Tis is the shell that exudes a gummy substance through fine holes in 
its mantle which hardens in water into silken strands or filaments and 
is morn as the byssus, or eloth of gold. Ancient kings of Greece had 
dresses made of this fabric, which was obtained by washing, carding and 
spiming the byssus, for their queens, so fine that a garment could be 
pulled through a ring. In the middle ages robes made of this material 
vere celled tarentines, and were worn by the wealthy. The Golden 
Fleece of mytholozy, for which Jason and his e¢rew searched, is now 
suposed to have been the byssus of the Pinna, This is Pinna nigra, 
over 15" long, one of the largest of all bivalves, 


So, you sec, bivalves CAN be glamorous: 








‘itor's Hote: George illustrated this interesting talk with magnifi- 
cent examples from his own collection. We don't know about other 
people's, but there is no doubt that the bivalves in George's collect- 
ion are truly glamorous. 





COLLICTING LAND SHELLS IN NEY ZEALAND 


ina srassy spot by the ereek we "boiled the billy" (Trans: boiled 


Vater for tea (Sd,Wote)) and we had tea and lunch, TI found a large 


rie ectola, ete. After about two hours here, we climbed back on to 
1¢ track, and on to the Kahui Hut. I had quite a fair collection, 
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ext dey was spent on the track to the reservoir. Good bush, and good 
ollecting for small stuff, mostly under rocks. Unfortunately, I did 
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sollecting Land sheils in New Zealand, continued: 


tvo doys; plenty of Small stuff and Rhytida meesoni, also Fectola mar- 
eugialis, one with an egg. I then visited friend in Nelson, no col- 
Tecting, then down to Greymouth. Spent one day in some hills near the 
cpipground, with good luck, Found a Cytora, some endodonts new to me; 
orantia pantherina (only found from Nelson to Greymouth). Incidently 
t jot lost - just wandered around in the bush, no track, and couldn't 
find the way I'd come. Every time I'd go down the hillside, I would 
come to a mess Of gorse — the curse of hikers here. Finally I remem- 
pered seeing some high tension poles - so I located these, scrambled 
through the supple jack vines to the river and followed it right out. 


iiext I took 2 bus to Franz Josef glacier. The road wound through some 
peautiful rain forest, mostly podocarps. The glacier is a beautiful 
sight, coming right from the snovy mountain tops to rain forest. Did 
not find much there, though I left earlier than planned. First night 
a possum stole my bread from inside my tent - I didn't quite wake up, 
thoush I heard animal noises. It was to have been for my lunch on a 
hike next day - so I was quite displeased. The bus brings mail, new#- 
pavers, bread and other supplies from Greymouth down the west coast; 

> eempground woman had no more bread to spare. Second night I 
ing for the possum and, sure enough, about 9:30 he came shuf- 
- around. I chased him up a tree and he just hung there, looking 
at nc, “fished for a zuny Next morning I had a chance to ride back 
to tukitika, so took it. 


ran) 
S 
ron) 
3 
(Ss 
% Ps -o 


Next collecting was at Cascade Creek near liilford Sound. It rained the 
whole time I ves there, but one afternoon I braved it with my parka and 
shorts and went collecting. The beech forest was very poor. Sivery- 
tiing Vas sopping wet, However, I investigated the remains of a long 
ceed f-llen tree in the campground clearing, and under pieces of bark 
on the ground I found Thermia, Prixgznathus and Charopa. Difficult col- 
locting with the drizzling rain and the biting sand flies. Later I 
lifted an old plank by the bridge, and there were about ten endodents 
stuck to its underside. Next day I sot a ride on down to Milford Sound, 
deautiful country even in the rain, and back out to Te Araua. No bush 
there, and next collecting was in becch forest near Lake Nauapouri, 
elons the outlet. Found mostly Aeschrodomus, a couple of Thermia and 
Stall Ptychodon, ete., which Dr. Dell says nobody has done much with - 
Lies is from the southern lakes. 

“° 3luff I found very nice limpets, different from the northern ones, 
cnd a pretty little Buccinum. On Stevart Island I looked up irs. C, 
Suith who Dr. Dell said tmev all about collecting there. Most enjoy- 
2dle, she really knows shells. I'd hike around to different beaches 
durins the day, and so by the Smith’s place in the evening and we'd 
tal: Sholls, tla play the piano and have some tea and cakes. This was 
ughly veleone: the campground was only a paddock, no fireplaces. I 
cooked with a small methylated spirits stove. The bush seemed so thin 
“ic dry, I found a fair number of species but not as many specimens as 
* Gave liked ~ more Fectola than anything else. 





tite back in Wellington Nov. 31, a job for ten days, packed every- 
dag oh Be then left_for Opunche, Yaitoma and Auckland. It rained every 
end Pou Punehe, so I found practically nothing. Hnjoyed Wuitomo cave 
Pam Und 300d snails in the patch of bush there ~ Liara, Prixnogatha, 
—imvlina ete. end some I don't mow yet. As yet I haven't collected 
~ nere, have been busy getting my Australian visa etc. Plan to try 
Of Gopott and Kuino Gully soon, then take a short camping trip up north 
“ie, Had an interesting chat with Dr. Powell at the-museun. 
« ace «+o SEAN AAUSIAN 
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NEXT MEETING. SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 1959, at 2:00 P. %. 
Room 319, AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


These NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
nenbers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUS (dues ($2 per year, $1 for each of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues ,,1 
ver year) also receive the NOT4S by mail. The NOTHS are published 
ten times a year, Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. Y. For other matters ad- 
dress Ps. Josephine Wichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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the new slate of officers was presented by the nominating committee 


of past presidents, and approved by unanimous vote. Our retiring 
president, Mr. Cowles, and his co-workers received the thanks and 
appreciation of the Club for their work well done. . . . Your editor, 


“4 i, Jacobson, is happy to have an assistant. 





iia GAHIBIT of shells at the St. Agnes branch of the New York Public 
Library, 444 amsterdan Ave., will be on display until March 15th. 





BXCHRPTS 0: THE iINUTSS OF JANUARY 4th: 


1. Matsaras snowed three Conus specimens that had appeared in Ripley's 
selieve It Or Not." The fisures on them remarkably resembled a shoe, 
* camera, and the head of a bear. 


1. Xatsaras announced that he was considering holding another auction 
in September , 


~r. Tobleman read an article which stated that a Columbia University 
"esearch ship had found more living specimens of Neopilena which was 
lieved to have been a fossil of 500,090,090 years ago. 

Seeihle showed slides of the collecting areas he and lirg. Raeihle 
“29 Visited on their trip to the Florida Keys, and of some of the 
“ells they had collected. Among the most striking slides were the 
Me of a live specimen of Vasgum muricatum and a series of Fasciolaria 
pulipa as the animal extended its body and operculum, after being 

Xen froa the water, in its attempt to right itself, 
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SOI STROM3US FROM EAST AFRICA 


Dy 
Anthony D' Attilio 


The Strombus are widely dispersed throughout the Indo-Pacific and ad- 
ditional species can doubtlessly be added to the following collection 
Stronbus terebellatus, 


of Bast African forms herein enumerated, 
sibberulus, lentiginosus, and tridentatus are common in the Philippines 











Strombus taurus Reeve 
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gtronbus from dast Africa, by D'Attilio, continued: 


qhile the remaining species; columba, fusiformis, and mauritiana are 
‘qnevhat Less cosmopolitan in their probable distribution. 


“he two most interesting Species in this list are Strombus columba and 
fugiformis. Strombus columba, fiz. 1, is represented from both “lozam- 


picue and Zanzibar. It is closest in gross shape to a small Strombus 
veriabilis, except that the columella and aperture of colunba are 
ridged, whereas the same areas on variabilis are smooth, There is an 


excellent figure and description of Strombus columba in Reeve's 
Icontea, Plate’ 12, fig, 26, 


Stronous fusiformis, fig. 2, is so far represented in this collection 
by only one specimen. It is distinctive in form and not easily mis- 
taken for any other species, It is Plate 6, figs. 7a, 7b in Reeve's 
Iconica. ost Strombus are generally to be found in the intertidal 
zone end easily collected, whieh accounts for their abundance in col- 
lections. Though none are dwellers of the abysmal deeps there are a 
fey thet are known to live in a few fathoms of water. Among these 

ere Strombus taurus feeve and Strombus thersites Swain, the first 

having been only recently rediscovered after heving been a lost species 
for a hundred years, The specimen here figured is from Rongelap Atoll 
ine) feet of water, collector Richard C, Tillis, 1958. 


Stromous columba Lamarcx 
fusiformis Sowerby 
gibberulus Linne 
ladiatus Roding 
lentiginosus Linne 
meuritiana camarc'c 
terebellatus Sowerby 
tridentatus Gnelin (samarensis Reeve) 


ee en nn ee Cee eee ooo 


PH0IDES FILOSA STIUIPSON IN ROCKAWAY: After having combed the beach 
at fockawa way for the last twenty years, I find that it is no small event 
When a species of shell new to the area is found. This happened on 
sunday, December 21, 1958 on a particularly frosty and unpleasant morn- 
ins. The shell is the risht valve of a well preserved but discolored 
speclaen of Phacoides filosa Stimpson. According to Abbott, the shell 
is "common offshore fr oid Newfoundland to north Florida" (An, seashells 
®. 389), In Johnson's list it is said to occur in 16 to 528 fathoms, 
waleh explains why it has not turned up in Rockaway. According to 
Yerrill (Invert, Animals Vineyard Sound, p. 686), it occurs in the 
DOSt=? liocene deposits of Gardiner's Island. Since my shell is rather 
ten and has the sane color as the fossil Noetia ponderosa that 
ud here, I rather think that this is its true source, sould 
é (Invert. ass., p. 22): "This must be considered a rare shell, 
a inhabitant. of deen water. ‘’ few valves have been picked up on 
ces after severe storns” This species is not only new to me, but 
is the first oublished record of its occurring in our area. The 
imen I found has the following dimensions: 2; in. wide, 2 1/8 in. 
Wa. It resenbles Piss FBR. ps 386 , in Abbott rather closely, but it 
“@S the slender concentric ridges worn away. 

pee wee, Morrdak, Faéobeen 
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"SHELL OF THE MONTH" 
by 
Henry 8. and Lucretia Gordon. 


qection:; ‘what starts life as a free swimmer, suspiciously resembling 
a scallop, and ends up by clinging to a roek, " growing erratically, 
posing as an helena Answer: What we'd like to present now as the 
Ngnel i of the Month” 


Its nane used to De Hinnites giganteus Gray but it has been renamed 

end now is Hinnites multirugosus Gale. This shell lives on the West 
Coast-«wey up and down it--from far up in the frozen regions of the 
Aleutian Islands to the warm reaches of Magdalena Bay, Lower California. 


According to Josiah Keep in his book "West Coast Shells", Hinnites 
nultirugosus is "In early youth a true little fan shell with thin- 
ribbed, unesuelly-eared valves . . When the shell is about an inch 
long, a reddish-purple spot begins to show along the hinge area inside 
the valves. The spot increases with age and never fades, though the 
shell may be sadly worn and broken. Fragments of the shell on the 
bench show this color quite distinctly. The little creature when 
relatively mature quits its free life and settles down in some quiet 
nook such as the inside of an old abalone shell, There, it turns 

over On its left side and begins to grow, fastening itself firmly to 
the nook that it has chosen. And then, as it is confined, it loses 
its perfect symmetry and grows in whatever direction it has room, send- 
ing out short spines and thorns in defense. Sometimes, it becomes a 
giant indeed with thick shells four or five inches long but usually 
considerably smaller. The ligament is internal, lodged in a deep, 
harrow pit; the central muscle scar is smooth and very large. 


: Jriend of ours at the Philadelphia Academy asked Dr. Abbott for in- 

Jetion about our selection, and he stated that some specimens grow 
to el: ght inches, and that some peak specimens may weigh as much as 25 
poids. We're still dazed about that remark! 


t 


sth S one question that arises concerning which valve becomes attach- 
-d When Hinnites leaves its playboy roaming and settles down to a nice 
culet life, Xeep says it is the left side, but Abbott, Henry Pratt 
end even the Cambridge Encyclopedia all say it’s the right instead. 

ne interesting note according to one malacologist, as reported by 

“tenk Weynouth in a dalifornia Fisheries bulletin, is that “Hinnites 

“8 @ curious habit, reminiscent of its earlier swimming stage, which 
Ne: retained when mature and attached. If disturbed, it often 
00t8 Out a jet of water to a distance of several feet, apparently by 
1€ sane method of clapping tozsether the valves used in’ swimming. 


oD 


em 
° 


-» § always a lot of fun to poke around about the name of a shell and 
th 2d out Why it was so named. And though our Latin is somewhat rusty 
“lése Gays, we did some research and this is what we'd like to report: 


linnites giganteus, a name which Dr. Abbott regrets has been changed, 

ig Sasy to translate - at least, the giganteus part is. It means 
s\gantic or giant, of course. And the new name , Hinnites multirugosus 
isn't too hard, either. ulti" stands for "many" and a Latin diction- 
&Y Will show that rugosus means wrinkled or shriveled. 50 we have a 
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Shell of the Month, dy Gordon, continued: 


Hinnites that 1s many-wrinkled - as you can see in no uncertain terms 


when you cet the shell up close to you. 3ut now what does "Hinnites" 
nen? This word took a little more time. The word "Hinnus" in 1 


latin means "mule" which is not really much help but then, when you ! 
look at the next word, which is “hinny", you find "A hybrid between a 

stallion and an ass”, Now, isn't it possible that when this bivalve 

wes first named, someone, in recognition of its unusual growth pattern 

from scallop to oyster, thought of the hybrid equine and tacked its 

name onto the innocent mollus’:? 


ve had an adventurous time while finding the shell. It was at Pillar 
Point, California, wiich is the northernmost extremity of Half Moon 
3ay, sone 50 miles south of San Francisco. The Point itself can be 
seen from the highway but to get out to it there is considerable scal- 
ing of roexs as well as walking over very slippery shelfs to be done. 
Also, and most exciting, we did this at low tide and at one point had 
to leave the shore and walk through a wet narrow passage of beach be- 
tween two short but massive rock formations. The tide lapped at this 
passageway, entering from both sides, and it is a good thing we re- 
turned before too lonz, because when we did we had almost a foot of 
vater to slosh through, With the tide rapidly rising every moment - 
and Pacific Ocean waves around that region can surely batter the shore. 


at any rate, we finally reached the Point, rather footweary, but for- 

Getting it instantly, for our eyes beheld below us in the water one of 

the most besutiful and extensive gardens we have ever seen: Hundreds 

upon hundreds of green anemones, black and reddish-brown tegulas and 

two glant-sized starfish which were colored flaming orange with thin | 
canary yellow striations. There was no one else around as far as we 
could see in any direction: sheer rock walls about two hundred feet 

high rose behind us, roxy coastline stretched on either side, the 

vast open Pacifie was before us. And there on the beach was our 

siell Waiting for us to pick up. To keep and thereby bring back for- 

‘ver a pleture of this scene of completely unspoiled beauty. 


So this igs Hinnites multirugosus, the oyster that once was a scallop. 
Cur Shell of the ionth is a misfit in a way, but maybe that's our very 
reason for choosing it. Because we find beauty in all shells and 
often discover the most to admire in the more humble specimens of the 
20llusk kingdom. 


- e « « Our paid members now total 28, Many of 
YS in the Coastal 3end Shell Clu> would be interested in exchanging 
shells With people from other parts of the United States as well as 
‘P02 foreign countries. If there are any members of your group who 
would lize to exchange for our local shells please ask them to write 
‘0 us at the address below... . 


Mrs. Myra Taylor 
534 Pennington 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
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REPORT ON A TRIP TO TH CARTBBEAN 
EDITH MORGAN 


I would lixe to tell you of my experience shell hunting in the Carib- 
pean, I flew all the way, island jumping. Of the 8 islands I visited 
I found shellg on 6 of them. Caneel Bay Plantation, owned by Laurence 
Feckefeller on St JOhn, Virgin Islands, was my first stop. On 3 trips 
to other islands by boat, Stevens Cay, Henleys Cay and Francis Bay 
proved fruitful. The West Indian Top shell was most in abundance. As 
wartinique, my next stop, was very mountainous with high cliffs, shell- 
ing vas not good. The only interesting feature was a trip to St, 

Pierre which was destroyed in 1902 by volcanie action. 


Sarbados vas the most lovely island - no mountains and lovely beaches. 
I found shelling on the Caribbean side much better than the Atlantic 
side, Tobago's 3ucco Reef off the southern narrow end on the Caribbean 
side of this island warrants a visit. A party of 8 of us took a trip 
out to the reef in a slass bottomed boat to see the beautiful fish and 
coral. Saw no shells on the reef. Trinidad the next stop, largest of 
the 3.%.I, On an all day tour along the Atlantic side the beaches were 
covered with chip-chio and Hlecant Venus shells. I took a mail deliv- 
ery Government boat ride to the northern part of Trinidad. Very 
nountainous, This was the last of the B.W.I. 


Onto the A 3 C islends - Netherland “est Indies - Aruba and Boneire 
are quite flat, all coral rock. No food can be raised there. Shelling 
is vonderful. 3onaire has an inland salt lake, ocean water seeps 
through the coral rock. A red shrimp fish provides food for the beau- 
tiful flemingos, that keep their particular shade of pink. There are 
slave huts left standing along the salt pans. 


4t Curacao the beaches are all at the other end of the island. The 
nost interesting part of Willemstad is the floating bridge that opens 
for large boats to come in from the sea. If I had had more time and 
toney I would have liked to get to the other end of the island. 


— tt a ee a Na NN Ht 





O3SHRVATIONS ON A CAPTIVE EUGLANDIAN ROSZA 
g collected by lr. Carl 
~suffeld of the Staten Islend Zoo at Oxeetee, South Carolina, indicate 


=Soaphix inornatus and Anzuispira alternata were devoured”. My 
rola “Sh ghia pa readily accepted so pedaugsing ovalis, Mesodon thy - 
ons ee eeolebr is, Humboldtiens sp... venteldens Liens 
——-<i, 40d in addition several species of slugs including small Limax 
<axinus , Deroceras sp. etc. The slugs were ingested whole in a 

wer similar to Conus ingesting a fish. I am experimenting at pre« 
ee with the relative importance os sight versus smell as means of 
““tecting prey -- smell seems to be the primary sense, 


pele «tee WELUDAM Ho LORRY, 


























Rete pictaat ont at oo ier 
regan fh 











tratase. 8 
; Pe ad 


uy i hs 








i 
Seite the 


thes tale PS 











pew SHELL CLUB NOTES No, 50 Mar.1959 


President Vice President 

400RG8 B JACOBS JOSEPHINE WICHERN 
Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary 
CATHERINE AHDiFS GRACH MC DOUGALL 
Treasurer _ Historian 

YATHILDE WEINGARTNSPR FRED CANNON 


Bditorial Staff 
MORRIS *. JACOBSON, Editor, 
DOROTHY RAHIHLE 














(EXT MEETING: SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 1959, at 1:30 P M, ANNUAL AUCTION 
in the NATIONAL ARTS CLUB, 15 Gramercy Square (at 
Beste ety St.) Ne Y. Cc. (See rico 


These NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
nenbers Of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB taues $2 per year, $1 for each of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues {1 
per year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
455 Zeach 159th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. Y. For other matters ad- 
dress a, Josephine Wichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 


re pret Henne enn hee a= pee ee nt et ne Ree fe ns as pan pet mere as es nr er te apenas ems 


ANUS AUCTION: 





The Club will hold its regular annual shell auction 
et the National Arts Club on April 5th. Members are earnestly re- 
quested to bring all shells or shell literature which they wish to 
contribute for the welfare of the Club and the pleasure of the occa- 
sion. The Hon. auctioneer earnestly requests that really worthwhile 
things Se contributed and that beachworn or otherwise imperfect objects 
2% kept at home for the delectation of such uncritical people as in- 
fonts in arms or unlearned pets who would not appreciate a really 
choice item, For the educeted and refined taste of our membership 
verfect or nearly oerfect shells and interesting and worth while shell 
literature is a definite desideratum. Unusuelly (we stress this term) 
Veluable shells may be contributed on a 50-50 basis as was done last 
hg Refreshnuents will be served and grab packages distributed. 

‘hese last are the price of admission to the affair: a really good 
shell, with valid label and locality record wrapped tastefully and de- 
2°sited in the common grad bag. As uSuel our auctioneer will be Dr. 
‘alter 4d, Jacobs, waose vivacious manner and happy gift of gab has 
eliays in the past assured us of an enjoyable afternoon. re 
mx 
70387 SPEAKEF ; 
on On February lst we were most happy to have as our 
onest and speaker Dr. Ruth D. Turner of the luseum of Comparative Zool- 
~): 48Pvard University. Dr. Turner spent last summer in the British 
a “8, Working with the British Miuseum. She told us of tne three main 
ey tOds of British malacolozy: The first, the pre-Linnean, Was charac— 
me by philosoohical discussions and the beginnings of description. 
“Tiag the second period the British Mmpire was expanding, and many 


> 
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ii YORK she CLUS NOwi5 No. 50 March, 1959 Pate 2. 
op. Puth D. Turner, continued: 


shells were brought back to England from the far corners of the world 
for museum and private collections. The third period, the present, 
hag gone deeper into the subject of physiology and classification of 
native species of land, fresh water, and marine shells. Dr. Turner 
“as particularly impressed with the research being done in laborato- 
ries in Scotland, | 





fith the srovwth of malacolozy and the empire, the museums, especially 
the British Museum, had grown. Their collection, started about the 
end of the 17th een by the English physician and naturalist Sir 
Jang Sloane (1650-1753), has been developed and enriched by the work 
of such notable men as ilartin Lister (1638-1719) the father of British 
jalacology, Sir Joseph Sanks, Solander the compatriot and contemporary 
of Linné , Leach, Gray, and the last great curator, E. A. Smith. 


During Yorld Var II much of the museum treasure was sent to Wales for 
safe keeping, The bombings caused sreat disarrangement of those col- 
lections remaining in London. Since then other collections have been 
acquired by the museum, and now the workers are having the herculean 
task OF putting all in order, 


br, Turner showed color slides of the museum, the international con- 
vention end malacolozists attending, of her fellow workers, and of 
interesting localities and shelling areas in the British Isles. 


THe LAW OF PRIORITY MODIFIED: 





Everybody knows that our species of 
shells are named on the strict principle of priority, i.e. first name | 
published is the only valid name. This has caused us much grief in 
the past when tried and true names have had to go because some busy 
borer of a worker found a previous name for it in some obscure publi- 
cation or even auction catalog. Now we read that the most recent Lon- 
don Conference of the International Commission on Zoological Nomencla- 
ture has passed the rule that names that have been in general use for 
at least 50 years may not be changed, even if an earlier name has been 
discovered, Strictly applied, this probably means that we will get 
the old names back for some of our local shells: Anadara pexata, 
‘ellina tenera, Tagelus gibbus etc., which recently blossomed out as 
4. Ovalis, T. agilis, and T. plebeius respectively. However, all such 
cases must be submitted to the Commission for determination. 


Other points of interest among the new decisions are the following: 
Infrasubspecific names (names lower than subspecific, i.e. the fourth 
name if there ig one) are not subject to the rules of the Code. This 
settles a point that had caused much uneasiness among workers who saw 
* huge new mass of legal material coming about if these names became 
sudject to the rules of priority, homonymy, synonymy etc. Microfilm 
and aicrocopies, es well as hektograph or mimeograph are not to be 
Considered publications in the sense of the Code. This does not mean 
that we, and others like ug, immediately go out of business. It mere- 
‘y Means that we cannot use our columns for the publication of new 
SSecles or for the printing of nomenclatural notes. This too puts an 
fd to a lively controversy that has been stirring up the shell world 
‘or some years. 

Pa a ee eet pe 


4 
1 a Fer mains | 


Boils Sele 


+ 


: CHB eM ie Real: 
PAS ms sili 


ea sat ie 4 ‘tod er Ay ee 
ae bot Lah 


ue a ORL hee As Are pap a Fede Nae sii 
beravesct ii Bypie I 
TMB Randingeae! 


ey 


rah i aH 
wee ie hy ty, i, ea A 8 


oa tee ee ia aie 1 eg Bn ay 


‘a 


ayy ia 


Rat 


Pe eh Ree 

Rie ae a Cia Ab Maa 
PAN TENN ysis 
Rebel ben 


rl 
fy) fas 


ty 


fe he ty a f 
‘eas nan’ ian 





i 
ni y 
en Pe 


WE YORK SYELL CLUB NOTES No, 50 March, 1959 Page 3 
WHAT IS CONUS LIGNARIUS REEVE ? 
b 
Anthony BY Attilio 


L, Reeve in the Conchologia Iconica 1843 described and figured Conus 
lignarius as follows, Plate 24 Pig. 136: 
"Shell oblong-turbinate, finely grooved towards the bese, 
yellowish brown, encircled with two indistinct bands of 
pale brown, and a number of very fine dark brown thread- 
like lines; spire flattish, lightly canaliculated, suture 
somewhat irregular, apex elevated and sharp." 
Locality: Leyte, Philipoines. 


In the sane volume he described and figured Conus buxeus in these 
words Plate 47 Fis. 265: 

"Shell elonseted turbinated, somewhat cylindrical, smooth, 
finely ridged towards the base; yellowish brown, every- 
where encircled with numerous ¢lose-set, brown dotted, 
thread-like lines; sDire raised, edges of whorls very 
finely beaded, apex pointed." 

Locality: Unimown. 


In the remarks following the deseription and again in the dmendations 


149, Reeve aimself admitted the close reletionship of his two species. 


4 study of both descriptions reveals that the only valid difference is 





in the spires; that of Conus lignarius is "lightly canaliculated™ and 
thet of Conus buxeus “edges of whorls are very finely beaded’. 


Verious sets of cones from the Philippines can be assigned to these 
Wo names without difficulty. More careful study reveals, however, a 
dumber of overlapoing forms and in addition details not noticed in the 
(riginal description, either due to lack of specimens or poor observa- 
tion on the part of the deseriber. 


In order to nerly eva te the problem here set forth, following 
ere some Beyer Ro eet oL ions of the salient features of férms of this 


species that heve been observed: 








peal, ae sect aban Bees 
a re sho ge bnbibsaas baka 


ue fedionnt ‘de 
pone Fh a aa Ot 6 
ene es AE ES | ig ot SER 


4p Bos OKs 





Qi 7 Te NOTe nt . “ 
yg] YORK SHELL CLUS NOTsS No. 50 March, 1959 Pag 


‘nat is ¢. lignarius feeve?, by D'Attilio, continued: 


ara 4. - 4 set of 4 from Cebu Island. 
Dark shells, encircled by vrown lines which are formed of 
coalesced dots, the dots more or less evident; basal area of 
pody wnorl stained darker brown inside and outside; the spire 
whorls besides being channeled have from one to three incised 
lines, and the whorl edges show some ecrenulations. Some spec- 
imens have the crenulations reduced to a waviness while one 
specimen snows the crenulation quite bead-like. 


form 5. - A set of 4 from Gebu Island. 
Similar in sculptural details to the above set. In color 
these sharply differ; the shells are entirely white with the 
exception of tio obscure yellowish bands over the body whorl. 


fom 6. - A set of 6 from Zamboanza. 
The color somewhat lighter than Form A; the’ dots more in evi- 
dence in place of encircling lines. Spire hizh, strong axial 
brown streaks on last two whorls, these exial streaks follow 
the curve of the posterior apertural notch; no incised lines 
On’ spire whorls, nor crenulations. 


Spire only slightly raised; shells generally lightly colored, 
dots often coalescing into vertical lines rather than spiral 
lines. Crenulations on whorl edges bead-like, the area be- 
treen the beeds stained with brown; mostly strong incised 
lines on whorls of spire. 


forme sh cet of 10 from Salabac, Palawan Island. 

| i good ease can naturally (if a bit unscientifically) be made out for 
the validity of Conus lignarius and Conus buxeus by selecting examples 
fron these lots that answer closely to the author's deseriptions. The 
brovlen remains whet to do with the other forms. The writers who 
eatily solved this question to their satisfaction by lumping all names 
nd forms tosether under the first valid name have hardly contributed 
‘aything to a lmowledge of mollusea or evolutionary biology. On the 
‘ther hand the mere application of a species name to every form is 
«ttle better and just as unlikely to lead to a clear understanding of 
‘et, in place of a better name, we may call a palymorphic species. 
‘Sing these particular specimens as an example, several questions pre- 
a theaselves that need answering in part through very careful and 
“dlled fielaork: 

l. Dowe have here more than one species, the shells of which seem 
to intergrade but a study of the animal showing their true 
Status? 

e. Are these forms populations of one species that are isolated 

, ‘fon one another by geographic or similar barriers? 

ae interbreeding populetions and the various forms found 
Snout the range: 
H+, % 
“et amateur collectors like myself I am sure want to know: 
"that is Conus lignarius ?” 


“enclator ial ly Conus lignarius has had an uneventful history. A note 
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gap is 0. lignarius Reeve?, by D'Attilio, continued: 
on the synonymy of Conus buxeus follors: 


L. Reeve “Snmendations to Conus 1849" 
Conus DuxCcUS. This shell might be regarded as a variety 
Of Conus lisnarius as -I, Aiener has remarked, but it is rf 
the seme species afterwards described by him under the 


mane COnus cecileli. 
Conus cecilei Kiener 1649-50 


1798 Conus buxeus Roding : is figulinus Linne 1758 

1808 Conus buxeus Link : is aqercinus Hwass-Brus. 1792 
1844 Conus buxeus Reeve 

1849.50 Conus cecilei Kiener 


Bibliography 


L, Reeve, Conchologica Iconica 1843-44 

L. Reeve, Supplement and Hmendations to Conus 1849 

=, Miener, Iconographic des Cocquilles Vivantes 1849-1850 
.W. Tryon, Manual of Conchology Vol. 6 Conus 1884 

R, Le3. Tomlin, Catalogue of Recent and Fossil Conus 1957 


eect an a RE ER A TT I CR, 


PRU A CORRESPONDING “LaLIBER: 

“arathon, Fla., Jan., 1959... Was up 
in the center Everglades district in 4 sWamp puggy yesterday. We 
visited four hamaoeczs and found one pure strain at least, Lizuus flor- 
dana, We obtained several other types and one at least may be pure. 
The rest are hybrids. ve arc going to one of tne lower keys tomorrow, 
and Wednesday again on a swamp bugsy or air Doat in the Everglades. 
there were some 50 genus here. ADout six of them are extinct and 
several more practically, and the rest being crossed due to people 
carrying live ones and putting them in an area where they cross. . . 
+¢ a we go tomorroy is supposed to have more rattlesnakes than 
Snails, 


’ Meccived the first mailing from your Shell Club through your secre- 
‘ary, irs, Wichern. Tle are so glad to receive them as can learn a 

‘ot from thea, The article from Grenada was especially interesting. 
) Informatioa you can give us on shelling in the Virgin Islands will 
eppreciated, as would lize to go there another year. 


I vigh there were cnougzh people interested to form a Shell Club in 


alron, me 
. LEON PEQUIGNOT 
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Gee eG; sUNDAY, AY 3, 1959, at 2:00 P. Ul. 
Room 319, AMBRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


tmese NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
yenbers Of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB tdues ’2 per year, #l for each of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues $1 
yer year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
it5 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Seach O%, N. Y. For other matters ad- 
iresg “rs. JOsephine Wichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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HAS IN SCHEDULE: 





Dr. William Dodd will give an illustrated talk 
oi hig trip around the world on MAY 3rd, instead of June 7th as pre- 
viously announced. 


tenacity teins omens paeavaeer pain sears ae peti a A et 


\OTIGR FOR THE FLELD TRIP: 

; This trio will take place on Saturday, 
‘ay 23rd, and the locality to be visited is Wards Point near Totten- 
ville, Staten Island. To get there, take any Staten Island Ferry 
and then bus #103 at the ferry terminal to the spot. Our member 
Helen Amorosino warns us as follows: “All ##103 busses do not go to 
Tottenville, Some go only as far as Richmond Road. People trav-| 
tlling by bus should make sure the bus sign says "103 - Tottenville 
o' cheek with the driver." ‘We plan to arrive at the pavilion, foot 
of Hylan Blvad., about 1:00 P. ., then walk southeast toward the | 
voint. There will be a minus .8 tide at 3:30 P. M. Since Ward's 
‘oint ig the richest locality for marine shells hereabouts, Wwe are 
‘ooking forward to a pleasant and profitable day. a 


f ay ir ; 

MS LAND SNAILS AROUND US": : 

An article by Morris K. Jacobson and 
beautifully iliustrated by Anthony D'Attilio would never have come to 


Our attention fron any publicity by the shy author and modest artist. 
Pert one adpears in Aes Haron apy 4h 4gsue of Audubon Magazine, and is 


"ll worth your attention. “ 


ee 
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AN OLD (CARI3 ?) INDIAN SHELL WIDDEN ON ST CROIX 


Jenuary, 1959... A few days ago a friend mentioned noticing a large 
nound of shells that had been dug up in a mangrove swamp. The mound, 
he Said, seemed to be full of oyster shells; and as the mound had been 
prought up from a few feet below the surface of the water, he was cur- 
ious as to what it might be. 


So I lost no time, but along with Joe Miller went to investigate. We 
found a larse mound, eight to ten feet hish, a few feet from the 
water's edge on the Judith's Fancy side of Sugar Bay, a locality noted 
for its Indian settlements, first described by Columbus. When we got 
here, a bulldozer was busy pushing the mound away; but when the driver 
saw us, he went away to luneh and stayed away, to our delight. 


The mound had been dug up from a large square test hole, about 15 x 20 
feet and 8 feet deep and it was a mass of shells, the majority bivalves, 
and, very remar'ttably, most still in pairs and in fine condition. The 
fact that most of the bivalves were still in pairs would seem to indi- 
cate that the Indians must have thrown the shells into the cooking pot 
and made a xind of shell soup, as is still done in Cuba and other 
places. Apparently everything and anything went into the pot, inclu- 
ding even barnacles of which large numbers were present. The fact that 
this midden was practically on the water's edge makes me think that at 
the time this was in the making (probably at least 500 years ago) the 
land must have extended further out than it does today; even now the 
water is very shallow for quite a distance out. 


4 very unusual feature, for St. Croix, was the presence in the mound 

of fairly larze (4" to 5") oysters, undoubtedly the species Crassostrea 
rhizophorae guilding, the mangrove oyster, A great many still show 
where they were attached to the mangrove roots, while others bear a 
remarkable resemblance to the common Ostrea virginica. However, these 
oveters pose a problem to me: the literature says the inner margins 

of the shell are smooth. In this case some (the longer ones) are 
enmooth, but the rounder ones are definitely and often very strongly 
toothed, Is this a new variety? . . . There are some other unusual 
feetures, but that is enough on oysters. 


Isognomon elata is searcer than I would have expected; while liytilus 
exustus is very uncommon but very large (43 mm.). Today this species 
is very common but much smaller. Very large Chlamys antillarum 

(37 x 32 mm.) were not uncommon, certainly more plentiful than at pres- 
ent, They are usually yellow in color, and besides being much larzer, 
they look different fron the present day shells. 


“nother plentiful shell was Anodontia alba Link, formerly known as the 
-uttercup Lucina", Lucina chrysostoma. The St. Croix shell shows no 
trace of the yellow coloration, being a dirty white color with no trace 
of the orense so prominent on the chrysostoma. It is much larger than 
the present day shell (57 x 64 mu. ). It is also much fatter and more 
rotund and seems to have a slightly different dentition. Could this 
not well be the real €iba? Diplodonta punctata (26 x 24 mm.) was 

quite common. One of the commonest shells appeared to be an except- 
jonelly lerse Codakia orbiculata (31 x 33 mm_); at the present time 

Nis species is quite scarce and smaller. Codakia orbicularis, one 
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Indian Shell ‘fidden on St. Croix, continued: 


of the commonest present day shells, was quite scarce. A very large 
one measured 80 x 92 mn, 


itar_albida (39 x 31 mm) and Chione cancellata (33 x 39 mn) were pres- 
at in fair numbers, but the Chione is certainly a much commoner shell 
oday. Large Semele proficuas (41 x 465 mm) were not uncommon. Oddly 
enough Anomalocardia brasiliana, so common on some shell mounds here, 
was quite rare, Also surprisingly, a small shell, Gafrarium ( or 
souldia) cerina was present in fair numbers: today it is quite rare. 
Lorge Area auriculata (70 x 53 mma) were not uncommon and appeared about 
os frequently as they do todey. Large Diodora cayenensis (40 mm) were 
not uncommon, but Diodora listeri, so common today, was rare. 





D Ih 


D crc 


The largest of the gastropods was Murex brevifrons (up to 98 mn); very 
fine and perfectly preserved specimens were present in all sizes from 
very young ones up. I have been unable to find any live brevifrons 
on St. Croix and the shell may be extinct here now. Murex pomum, 
which is not scarce now, seems to have been rather rare. Large 


ence of very large, handsome Cerithium algicola (45 mm. long). These 


vere dar brown in color and seemed to grade in to 0, eburneum. I 
found a few other odd svecies, but not of any svdecial interest. 


Why were these shells in almost every case larger tnan their present 
day descendants: Any suggestions? . . . About two days after I had 
gethered these shells, the bulldozer pushed the whole mound back into 
the mangrove swamp. Sad? 

. GORDON USTICKE 


. e « « . 


Editor's Note: This anomaly in size is also seen in the land shells 
where the fossil species are twice as big as the living ones. 
mikj 


a ne er tte ae nee Re 


A PARI SHELL FROM THE NEW YORK AREA 


hen Dr, Turner was here for her visit to the Club on February list, 
she eslled our attention to the fact that Staten Island is the type 
locality of a boring shell called Diplothyra smithii Tryon. We refer- 


little Martesia-like mollusk, (9.119). On page 3 of Johnsonia #33, 

we found a picture of this shell in situ. It bores into oyster 

shells apparently causing little or no harm to its host. 7e have 
frequently collected at Wards Point near Tottenville, and never thought 
of looking in oyster shells for this species, In the near future we 
hope that we will find some specimens of this shell. In the meantime 
it is worthwhile for all our members to examine carefully all oyster 
shells everywhere in our area to see if they do not harbor this 
epoarently quite rare little piddock. It was listed by Sanderson 
Snith in Mareh 1887 in the Proceedings of the Natural Science Assoc- 
cation of Staten Island as Martesia (Diplothyra) smithii, who indicates 
that it ig “not abundant”. 
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EXOTIC SHELLS FRO HASTZRN LONG ISLAND 





For more than two hundred years the bank of Long Island Sound in 

Orient has been used for a dumping ground, every farmer having his 
orivate dumping place. During the whaling period there were many 
local whalemen. These whalers brought many marine shells home on 


their return from voyages. Frequent among these shells were Cyprea 
tigris, Lambis lambis, llurex ramosus, Haliotis, Terebra maculata, I. 
crenulata and other large species. When these sea treasures grew 
tiresome or damaged by children they were earted, with other junk, to 


these local dumping places where they rolled down the steep bank to 
the level of the beach and lay there for years, or during extreme 
flood tides washed to sea and became seattered along the beaches or 
carried off-shore and transferred long distances by wind and tides. 
Some of the exottie shells found in the surf or on eastern Long Island 
are from these discarded shells. Shells are brought to the shore by 
chilaren in beach varties and others are swept from vessels en route. 


LIST; 


Lanbis arthritica Foding: Southold, Sept. 1936. I picked one in 
z00d condition from the surf in the Sound. Nothing was 
thought of this until a half mile farther on another of 
Same species in like condition was collected, then one 
began to feel that the Indian Ocean was flowing into 
Long Island Sound. 

Phalium granulatum Born: East Hampton, Oct. 1926. A dead adult was 
found in the ripple on the ocean beach. 

Quimalea pomun Linne: (= Dolium pomum) Southampton at Sagg, June 6, 
1929, An adult in the washup on the ocean beach. 

Tecterius muricatus Linne: Quogue, Oct. 1928. A shell in good condi- 

E tion freshly washed in on the ocean beach. 

Janthina globosa Swainson: Orient, June 1920. A live adult specimen 
was cOllected floating in the Sound, but this could be 
expected, 

Aplsysia dactylemella Rang: Orient, Oct. 14, 1922. This sea pigeon 
was found alive in the Sound and determined by Dr. 

we Townsend at the New York Aquariun. 

Pleuroploea gigantea Kiener: Orient, May 1919. A 12-inch individual 
was found floating in the surf in the Sound. It had 
been in the water a considerable time and was much worm- 
drilled, but may have come from the dumps oe 

Anedara brasiliena Lamar ce! grua Say): Quogue 928, four 

a prasiliapa Damar or, (4 Meiers raeetans $y Fe exterior surface in 
good condition, the other three are beach-weathered, 
but they appear identical with beach-worn shells from 
Florida. Several valves of Noetia ponderosa Say have 
been collected on the ocean beach between Quogue and 

ie iiontauk. These are all in fossilized condition. 

wartesia cuneiformis Say: Orient, Oct. 1934, One live and fragments 
of others were taken from a log wedged among rocks in 

: the Sound. 

Helix lactea Mill: Sag Harbor, 1936. Ina swamp on the outskirts of 

the village I found three dozen dead shells of this 

land snail, evidently the remains of some feast. Back 
of Riverhead two years later, while digging among dead 
leaves in a9 woods for beetles, I found seven more of 
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gxotie Shells From Eastern Long Island, Continued: 


this snail; they had been buried a long time, I have 
never located this species alive locally in the wild. 


The two following records are associated with Long Island archaeology: 


Prunum apicinum lienke (ilarzinella apicina lke.): Shelter Island, 1944, 
While exeavating an Indian grave I found at the neck of 
2 skeleton the remains of a necklace of 858 beads dril- 
ed from this species. The shells were imported from 
the south, ‘larginella shells are common in Indian 
graves north and west of Long Island, but this is the 
only local record. 

Olivella mutica Say: ‘With the Marzsinella above three were found. The 
ledze. 3ut, Olivella species are common in northern 
Indian graves in association with Marzginella shells. 

UWeleagrina margaritifera Reeve: Orient, 1925. Among the trampled sur- 

_ face shells of oysters, seallops and clams on an Indian 

village site was picked up three small pearl shells 
drilled for suspension. This Indian site is prehistoric 
and the natives had no means of obtaining this exotic 
Species. It must have been brought in by sailors and 
plowed under among the midden debris. One way this 
could come about, was in the early years all the farms 
had large cowyards and pigpens where trash from the 
yards was gathered and later spread on the fields for 
manure. The land was plowed over every few years. I 
personally have plowed out the tiger cowry and marlin- 
Spite on this farm in Orient. 


One last item just without our range and of doubtful value here. 1 
have a 9 ineh abalone with the following data attached on a card: 
Found in New York City at Dey and Church Streets at a depth of 79 
feet below the curb level in undisturbed natural hard pan." It was 
found while excavating for the Hudson Terminal building in 1906. It 
was presented to lir, Adan Dove by Mr. Frank &. Gary September 5, L933. 
After Ir, Dove's death it went to lr. Daniel Berry Austin of Brooklyn 
and after his death it came to me. Both Dove and Austin were reputable 
collectors of Indian artifacts. Tne American Museum identified the 
species as Haliotis rufescens Swainson, recent from California. fvi- 
peti: there was an crror in the data before it was received by Adan 
Dove, 


Orient, Long Island, N. Y. ROY LATHAM, 
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NEXT MEETING: SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 1959, at 2:00 P. WM. 
Room 319, AJERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


These NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
members of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for each of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues $1 
per year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITSR at 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. Y. For other matters ad- 
dress irs. Josephine Vichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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THE AJERICAN MALACOLOGICAL UNION 
Twenty~fifth Annual -feeting 
PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 30 to JULY 3, 1959 


HIGHLIGHTS: 

Meeting to be held on the quiet, wooded campus of Haver- 
ford College at the western outskirts of Philadelphia. Scheduled 
events include a tea, a cocktail party, a banquet, and a guided tour 
of the mollusk department of the Academy of Natural Sciences. A 
double program of lectures will enable delegates a choice of attending 
the presentation of scientific papers or colorful talks on collecting 
trips and other subjects in the popular vein. The field trip will be 
an all-day excursion to Cape May which offers beach or land collecting 
along with excellent picnic facilities. Many other pleasant sur- 
prises are in store for those on hand for what promises to be an es- 
pecially interesting and well-attended meeting at the birthplace of 
our society. 


ACCOMMODATIONS and RATES: 

, Single dormitory rooms, bath with each block of four, 
926.75 which includes meals from Tuesday noon to breakfast on Friday. 
Zarly reservations are urged since the number of these rooms is limit- 
ed. Meals available at the college for those staying elsewhere by 
reservation only. Couples and families will find motel accommoda-.- 
tions on the Lancester Pike just off Route 350 and near Haverford 
campus, Train and subway-trolley to Haverford will serve those who 
orefer to stay at Philadelphia hotels. (An area map will be sent to 
everyone making a reservation). Filet mignon banquet at Academy of 
Naturel Seiences Thursday evening, 73.85. A chartered bus will 
transport those making the field trip to Cape May, N. J. (Friday) for 
#1.50, box picnic lunch $1.50. Those wishing to make reservations 
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3, M. U. Meeting, continued: 


should get in touch with Irs, H, B. Baker at her resident address, 
11 Chelten Road, Havertown, Pa. (Note: Havertown, not Haverford), 
giving her full information, before June 15th. If planning to pre- 
sent a paper or a showing of kodachrome or motion pictures, it is 
important that Dr. R. Tueker Abbott receive full details before June 
15th. 


To join the American Malacological Union (dues 2 yearly), send check 
for »2, payable to the American Malacological Union, to Mrs. Margaret 
C. Teskey, Secretary, Route 2, Box 318, ilarinette, Wisconsin. 


Ce 








SUBST SPEAKER. 

At the tiarch lst meeting of the Club, Dr, R. Tucker 
Abbott of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia spoke of his 
trip to the Philippine Islands as head of the DuPont - Academy Expedi- 
tion in the summer of 1958. The motion pictures that accompanied the 
lecture were beautiful and interesting, showing us shelling areas, 
tropical scenery, and the general modus operandi, particularly the 
working of the special dredge that had been constructed for the expe- 
dition. The 500 lb. dredge, a smaller edition of one used commer- 
eielly to dredgze clams, was provided with a strong hose that sent a 
poverful current of water down to the see bottom, thus loosening the 
mud and/or sand and foreing the freed mixture into the dredge. Those 
of us who keep our treasures on a mat of absorbent cotton were relieved 
to gee the fragile shells reach the surface intact, having been cush- 
ioned on the way up with mud and water. 


Especially inviting was the sequence showing the "naturally air-condi- 
tioned” cottage of matting that the expedition occupied during part of 
its stay. The cottage was built on high stilts right over the water. 
None of ug could think of anything closer to a shell collector's 

heaven than such a cottage right smack in the center of a rich shell- 
bearing locality. One merely descended from the cool porch and waded 
among the sand bars to pick up volutes, olives, and cones. 


Dr. Abbott's delivery and the beauty and interest of the pictures made 
this one of the very best lectures we have enjoyed since the founding 
of the club. 


Dr, Abbott brought with him for distribution a number of specimens of 
Pythia scarabaea L. and Nerite polita L. from Catanduanes Island, and 
Conus eburneus polyglotta Wein. from the east side of Luzon Island, 
thoushtful gifts which were much appreciated. 
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COMING VISIT: 

We have just received the good news that Ur. and Mrs. 
John 3, Bureh, the well~lmown shell people from Los Angeles, are plan- 
Ning to pay us a visit from June 15 to 21, while on their way to the 
AU meeting in Philadelphia. These famous shell dealers, collectors 
and students are always most welcome visitors to our city. All the 
numerous members of our club who kmow the Burches only through the 
4eils will now have the opportunity of meeting them personally. The 
Sditors of these NOTES have for years been enjoying an exchange of 
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coming Visit, continued: 


oublications with the Burches for their MINUTES, the oldest, and in 
nany Ways the best of the mimeographed club periodicals in the country. 
the latest issues of the MINUTES have been devoted to a monumental 
ctudy of the difficult, puzzling but beautiful family Olividue. Any 
‘an of this group needs these papers in his library. 
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CONCERNING VOLUTES 
Dear Karl: 


Word just came to me that Dr. 8. L. Alsaker of St. Petersburg, Florida, 
fornerly of N. Y. Shell Club, presented his entire rare Voluta collec- 
tion to the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. It will be 

used by the Institution as an exhibition collection for the public good. 


The presentation took place last March during the St. Petersburg Shell 
Show, where Dr, H. A, Rehder of the Smithsonian was the head judge. 
The other two judges were Mr. W. Mohorter and Dr. Dury, both of Cin- 
einnati, Ohio. One of Dr. Alsaker's shells, by the way, - Voluta 
(cottonia) nodiplicata, was voted as the "Shell of the Show". 


"Having learned", Dr. Alsaker tells me, "that the Smithsonian would 
ike to have my Voluta collection, I presented it to Dr. Rehder for 
the Institution right then and there:" Dr. Alsaker's Voluta collec- 
tion was not an ordinary one. Indeed, the good Doctor tells me, that 
the collection became so valuable he did not like to have it in the 
apartment! 


It was but five short years ago that he started collecting shells. At 
first he collected shells of all kinds. But he soon fell in love with 
Voluta, “the aristocrats of all shells", as the late Walter Freeman 
Jebb used to call them. Can't help feeling quite a bit proud of my- 
self for in a way being responsible for the great Voluta collection 
being exhibited today at the Smithsonian for the public good. It was 
none other than our humble self who started Dr. Alsaker on his road to 
shell collecting when I visited him in his New York City office back 
in Mareh, 1955. 


It is no exagseration to say that, in my opinion, Dr. Alsaker's was 
the world's sreatest private Voluta collection and that very few great 
museums can boast greater rare Voluta collections than his. 


In all, 314 rare Voluta were sent to the Institution ineluding all the 
vl00 - plus shells. The rest of the collection will be sent later, 
Perhaps within a year. I list here but a few of the hundreds of 
Shells that make up Dr. Alsaker's sift to the Smithsonian: Voluta 
nodiplicata, a very costly very rare shell. V. quisqualis, the only 
One of its kind in the U. 8S. V. cymbiola, V. exoptanda, V. Kreusleri. 
‘ Ma¢andrewi, V, kingi, V. grossi, V. pyrrhostoma, V. thatcheri, V. 
20lleri, V, bednalli, V. pringlei, V. schmitti, V. aulica, V. vires- 


vshg, and many more. Aristocrats all, indeed. . . (lay 11 . 59 The 
mithsonian told Dr. Alsaker, through two high officials, that his 
‘Cluta @ollection is the finest in existence : 


. 3 , NICK KATSARAS 
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(Conchologia Iconica Pl. 2, Fig. 6) 


pe perhaps to its rarity, there is a paucity of data on this species. 
The object of the following note is to bring to other students' atten- 
tion some useful facts which, if nothing else, might stir more inter- 
est < this species in both field collectors and the stay at home 
scholars. 


In New York Shell Club Notes #35, notice was given of a specimen of 
Jorehia Jouss. 1680 referrable to Murex bipinnatus Reeve. Since that 
tine two additional specimens have been acquired. One of these is, 
like the first, from Mozambique; the last one is from Davao, Mindanao, 
in the Philippines. Of these three specimens the second received 

from Mozambique, although a dead shell, retains the delicacy of sculp- 
ture and fine scale-like surface so well described by Reeve in the 
Iconica. The Philippine Island specimen appears to be live-collected, 
in eadition to which the operculum has been retained. In this last 
example most of the exterior surface, due to a good deal of attrition, 
hag nOt retained any of the characteristic scabrous surface; the 
aperture is colored a warm violet pink. 





Peferring again to Reeve's description, it should be noted that there 
is no mention of denticles anywhere except on the outer MEG ofr These 
in the three specimens at hand number six. In addition on two speci- 
uens, one from Mozambique and the other from Davao, there are three to 
for elongate denticles on the lower portion of the columella, just 
above the siphonal canal. This detail of structure forms no part of 
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MUREX BIPINNATUS REEVE, 


the type description. One of the Mozambique shells lacks this detail 
and it ig likely that Reeve's type specimen Was Similarly lacking. 

The explanation €or the presence or absence of this detail is diffi- 
cult to understand when it is remembered that many species as well as 
seneric divisions are based upon the possession or lack of such 
characters. 


Dimensions of the three specimens: 


Murex bipinnatus Reeve Mozambique 46 mm height 
tt t t 


36 mm . 


is " vi Philippines A> mim 


Except that the spire of this species is nodulose rather than possess - 
ing three varices, it is very close to “Murex eclavus Kiener, (iurex 
elongatus Sol.). Based upon Feeve's description and the specimens 

at hand, whieh are mature, it seems probable that Murex bipinnatus is 
Naturally a small shell, at least compared to Murex clavus. The 
dimensions given above compare to 45 mm for the figured type. 


ANTHONY D'ATTILIO 








PERSONAL NOTH: If the present number of our NOTMS has been some~ 
waht delayed, scribe the delay to the frantic prevarations of the 
Senior editor for a summer trip to Spain and Mallorca, ostensibly 
0 study Spanish in the University of Valencia, actually to examine 
Tirst hand the land and fresh water snail fauna of’ the country. 

| “Te on this when he retums, as the Sraniards say, SI DIOS QUIERE, 


CORE Sees 
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A LETTER FROM OUR WANDERING CORRESPONDENT IN AUSTRALIA 


I think I wrote about my first collecting here (Hd. note: near Gran- 
ville, New South Wales) near Garie Beach National Park. Got about 7 
species, 1 species of a very nice Meridolum, Austrochloritis, (Ed. a 
small land shell), Capillia, Helicarion (a thin, Mesomphix-like shell, 
ga.), Salodeus and a few others. (ga. note: Many of the genera men- 
¢ioned by Frank do not appear in Thiele. My guess is they are among 
the hosts of new names recently constructed by certain down-under mala- 
cologists. ) In a creek near Bondi Beach I found some Physa -- at 

least they look like Physa. Went to "Water Fall", a National Park and 
after much searching found one choice live Meridolum (Hd: a rather 

high helix). Unless there has been a heavy rain, you find practically 
nothing here. Around Sydney it's all sandstone -- poor for snails. 








I spent a weekend up in Nambucca -~ 300 miles up the coast -- visiting 
apen pal. Beautiful spot, quite tropical. We rode up to the Bellen- 
gey River and to Dorrigo tlountain -— beautiful scenery. Going up the 
nountain it's all gum or eucalyptus forest, but near the top it is 
dense, tropical rain forest. Highly interesting, all damp and luxuri- 
ant grovth ~- climbing rattan palms, covered with spines (really wick- 
ed), giant stinging nettle trees -- luckily very tall and the leaves 
are high up. If you touch a leaf it will cause intense pain for days, 
luge buttressed trees, orchids and ferns. I wished for several more 
lays, for snail hunting was very good. Found some large Stranesta 
(look like Mesomphix), some small stuff and a charming Hedleyella. 

Sav several bleached shells of the “siant panda” -- but found only one 
half-grown dead one in fresh condition. Saw broken shells of an 
Amakelea (a beautiful, large Thersites, Hd.) -- really beauts, but I 
couldn"t find any sood ones, 





I plan to spend a week up at Nambucca, May 8 ~ 18, and hope to find 
tush more, Also, marine collecting should be very good. Found a 
stall volute washed up, larze knobbed whelks, and Haliotis is appar- 
*ntly common. I'm thinking of taking a camping trip to Tasmania in 
December (6 weeks off). 


inter is approaching here. Yesterday it rained quite a bit so today 
Went back to Waterfall (29 miles south of Sydney, had to walk three 
tiles from the PR station.) I had good luck: four live adult Merido- 
lun (13" x 1"), several Austrochloritis (look like small ‘fesomphix). 
‘ve just put then in jars of water to drown and preserve in alcohol. 
the Meridolum were under and inside very rotten logs. 

FRANK HAUSMAN 


TROL THE MAIL BAG: 


Dr, Habtep 1. J : ‘mt of a letter from Dr. Ramon Lim, of 
Mek . Jacobs is in receipt of a Lever + . , 
WO, Palawan, Philippines. This gentleman is interested in "barter- 
ns some of his duplicate shells for any kind of shell so long that 


they are not from our islena". | Interested persons should get in 


touch With Dr. Lim directly. You might mention the SHELL NOTES as 
‘ur souree_of information. 
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NEXT MELTING: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20,1959, at 2:00 P. M. 
Foom 319, AMERICAN MUSEUL] OF NATURAL HISTORY 


Trese NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
senbers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUS taues $2 per year, $1 for each of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues {1 
ner year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
is§ Beach 139th Ste, Rockaway Beach 04, N. Y. For other matters ad- 
iresg Mrs. Josephine Wichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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"RENTS OF CONCHOLOGY, AN INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD OF SH#LLS" 


\ eourse to be given et the American Museum of Natural History next 
fall, consists of a series of eight leetures dy u.K.JdJacobson. Those 
interested should write to sr. Bruce Hunter, director of evening 
school for adults, at the American “useum of Natural History, Central 
Pape Wess ab 7Oth St., Ne ¥. 24, N. ¥., and as for booklet "S". 








CONG RA it 
OUNGRATULATIONS | 1641 Peterson. Neil will be at the Seripps Insti- 


assistant, He is winner of one of the 37 scholarships offered to 
summer research students throughout the country for the eight-weeks 
course, We will look forward to his report in the fall. 


— 





a 





OUR 10TH ANNIVESSAPY CiLEBRA NS N 
10TH ANNIVEDSARY CHL@SRATION & AUCTIO} was neld April 5th at the 


ational Arts Club. A social hour with refreshments was enjoyed by 

the crowd of approximately OO, DR: Walter Jacobs again was our able 
and entertaining auctioneer. He whipped up such enthusiasm that oc- 
casionally the bidding eterted before he could describe the shell, at 
whieh times he woulda utter a pained cry and beg us to let him practice 
at least a bit of hig oratorical art. Among the outstanding items he 
auctioned was his own prized copy of Hagar Allen Poe s "The Concholo- 
gist's First Book: A system of Testaceous “falacology", Phila. 1840, 
second edition with original half leather and boards. Other books and 
Danphlets were in demand as well as the many beautiful shells. . Our 
resident, wr. George %. Jacobs, donated the door prize (and it cer- 
talaly was a real prize) - a Voluta roadnightsae McCoy from New South 
Tales, Australian - a very rare shell dredged in 90 fathoms and not yet 
‘ound alive, Jerry Steele was the happy and excited recipient. The 
arab bag brought forth some treasures, too, for those of us who had 
conttibated te fill it. . . - 4 Pleasant and profitable afternoon. 
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DR. DODD REPORTS ON WORLD CRUISE 


m, William Dodd gave us a most enjoyable afternoon at our “iay 3rd 
neeting., He and irs. Dodd showed us a well planned presentation of 
250 color slides of shells and scenery accompanied by most interest- 
ing commentary on their trip around the world in the winter of 1957- 
1958. ‘They Doarded the 55 President Hayes in San Francisco, but, 
having arrived at the west coast a few days early, had some profita- 
ble visits to the California beaches before they sailed. 


their first stop was Japan, with its lovely scenery and shrines to 

gee, DUt at Kyota Dr. Dodd managed to get to a fish market and get 

sone Specimens of Meretrix lusoria Roding. . . The hospitality at 
(neve almost kept him away from the beach - but he finally convinced 
hig hosts that he really WANTED to get to the beach and get his feet 
vet. Sailing time was close. The very first rock he turned over dis- 
closed two beautiful Cyoraea cylindrica Born. At that same instant 
the euto horn sounded, summoning him to return, AND a tropical shower 
delused him, ending the shelling trip after only minutes on the beach. 


At Hong Kong a hired taxi and language difficulties delivered him to 
medicine shops for powdered shells and sea horses! Eventually he 
~sached the beach for some good shelling at Deepwater Say, then to 
fepulse Bay where he was "helped" by a group of inquiring children. 


In Saigon, Arca granosa Linne was sold by street vendors either raw on 
the half shell, or roasted over charcoal as chestnuts are sold here. 

Ye didn't tell us if he ate any, but he did find some beautiful bi- 
valves in the market place. 


4s the oriental splendors of Bangkok flashed on the screen, we heard 
that land shells were found in the sheds housing the foyal barge, as 
well as outside the temple of the Emerald Buddha, and in the Palace 
grounds. 


lear the docks at Singapore Dr. Dodd noticed a building with a sign 
Trochus", Of course he investigated, and upon entering the building 
found, in the center of the floor, a group of Chinese engrossed ina 
dice game, and behind them a large mound of Trochus pyranus orn, 
which Trochus were in assorted conditions and various stages of ripe- 
Ness. He tried to engage the Chinese in conversation, but "no dice" 
‘thet language difficulty again) - besides, he was interrupting the 
séie. They finally waved him toward the back of the room, where a 
nore learned person was making entries in Chinese script., This indi- 
vidual responded to Dr. Dodd's inquiries with one word - Wholesale’, 
and vas not interested in further discourse. Our traveller did not 
give wp, and by sheer force of personality managed to purchase five 
six specimens for ¥3 Hong Kong. 


4+ luala Lumpur, on a sight seeing trip to a cave high in the lime - 
stone cliffs, Dr, Dodd had ascended the steps only part way when the 
nchologist conquered the tourist: He stepped over the rail into the 
dugle, “There he found land snails (Cyelophoridae) so numerous that 
¢ Couldn't help but step on them. He filled his pockets, then his 


hat 


‘. Don't mow if he ever did see that cave. 


te * s 
582 serpents" (yoisonous snakes) in the water at Penang - so he did 
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no wading there -- Ceylon and the sacred shell (Xancus pyrum L.) -- 
the Taj Mahal, elephant rides - and shells in the curio shops. Egypt, 
the Pyramids, camel rides, exotic bazaars - and fresh water clams from 
the iiile. The walled cities of Italy, with land snails on the walls 
ena along the sides of buildings. Colorful Naples - and Murex bran- 
jarvis L. from the fish market. Pompeii, historic treasure - and land 
snails on the ancient walls and ruins. . . . And finally home with 
, rich and extremely interesting collection of shells and experiences. 


SHELL OF THE MONTH . MAY 3rd. 
or 
The Quest for Voluta bednalli. 





lick Katsaras held up his beautiful Voluta bednalli, with its dark 
orved markings, for all to see and admire. It had been brougnt up 
from the depths of the Torres Strait by pearl divers half way around 
the world. Nick had wanted one of these beauties for a long time: 


first he had advertised in a Melbourne Wild Life Magazine and received 
only one response ~ from a butterfly collector who was interested in 
insect life. Niekx, being of a gracious nature, put an ad in a nature 
negazine through which he was able to put his correspondent in touch 
with an ingect man here. The grateful Australian sent Nick shells 

that more than repaid him for the ad. - but no Voluta. . He contacted 
adealer in Australia, who replied that he received 500 requests to 
each one of Voluta bednalli that came into his hands. - No Voluta. 
nother famous collector had only “one broken down specimen". Yet 
another collector "not even one for myself". - More blanks. 


After several months of this, Nick heard that Dr. Alsaker was planning 
to dispose of a large part of his collection. Dr. Alsaker had five 
Voluta bednalli, 3 of which were in excellent condition and the other 
wo in very good condition. Nick immediately contacted Dr, Alsaker, 
who sent one to him. The other four are now in the Smithsonian. 


To lee the cake, another ad in an Australian magazine finally brought 
results: Nick received another Voluta bednalli in exchange for sever- 
al Cypraea. . . . So now he is going to offer one Voluta dednalli at 
his auetion September 27th. 


XCHANGE NOTICES: 


‘T, 4, Hadar of 41 Lilienblum Street, Tel Aviv, Israel, igs anxious to 
sstablish contacts for exchange and purchase of shells in this country. 
“¢has shells from the Mediterranean and the sulf of Aqaba. He will 

% glad to hear from some of our members. 


‘T, Yves onzelard, Mahebourga Jauritius, collects shells on the outer 
reefs of lauritius and ig interested in selling them to members. He 
8s many species of shells available, including some beautiful Harpas. 
“I. Stanley Levine may be able to give you a few more details. 














yiaiiaecee aver or 


fren Mores) 


ieahivan WaT 


\ 


Mai 


i 
je ieee aR les 


bile BST 


bac ati ee bla LB 
ti we DON ie 


I AON CF RE OE 
—_ 


Me 


Ne cee oe 


*) ww 
Ae ene 


WAR ts ri 


hia Bis 


Ae 





yaw_YORK SHELL CLUB. NOTES No. 53s June, 1959 Page 4 
OUR ANNUAL FIELD TRIP AND OUTING 
was held the Saturday afternoon of 


vay 25rd at Ward's Point, the southernmost tip of Staten Island. The 
weather was good and the tide was low. Over fifty members and guests 
gathered, smiling and enthusiastic, at the cove just inside the point. 
It vas the largest turnout re have ever had for a field trip. Our 
lest trip to this spot had been in June of 1956, when we found shell 
arifts up to 2 feet in height containing a rather plentiful assort- 
nent. This time the shell drifts were about level with the beach. 

The assortment Was there, but in much smaller quantities. 


The jewel we particularly sought was the Epitoneum rupicola Kurtz, not 
common in the New York area. Another that we HOPED to find was the 
poring shell Diplothyra smithii Tryon, which bores into the shell of 
the living oyster, apparently causing no harm to its host. As no one 
found a live oyster to start with, no Diplothyra were found, but our 
enthusiastic editor, M1. K. Jacobson, did find a single valve of an 
oyster whieh had been pitted by said borer. 


Some beautiful Epitoneum were found by members of the group, some of 
whon virtuously attributed their find to their industry, while others 
frankly invoked the help of Lady Luck, Sizes ranged from 2h GO Onen 
1", some of the largest specimens being found by Ben Katz, Fred Toble- 
nan, and Jerry Steele. Over 30 good specimens of rupicola were found 
inall. None were found alive on this trio. 


Innunerable young “Iya arenaria were exposed on the flats as the tide 
receded with the usual host of Nassarius obsoletus following sluggish- 
ly. Spotted among them were live Urosalpinx cinerea, Modiolus plica- 
tule, Crepidula fornicata, and an occasional Ensis directus. Mr. 
Sokoloff brought his sereen and used it, but without much compensation, 


The beach specimens included Urosalpinx cinerea in a rather wide range 
of shades from the dirty grey through orange and yellow to white, sev- 
cral Jupleura caudata, a few Macoma balthica, Polinices duplicata 
Tepidula convexa, Crepidula fornicata, Mulinia lateralis, Nassarius 
trivittatus, Melampus bidentatus, some worn Petricola pholadiformis, 
and fragments of Busycon carica. To my knowledge only two specimens 
of Littorina littorea were observed. And, of course, there were heaps 
of single valves of the lytilis edulis. 


Harold Feinberg took a look to landward, and came up with Zonitoides 
arboreus and Deroceras laeve. 


ve started homevard between 4:30,and 5:00 P. M. We noticed that many 
of us had contraeted a touch of "Seachcomber's Bends” (a condition 
also mown as "Sheller's Stoop") along with a bit of sunburn and 


Tavenous appetites. D,, Raeihl 
Wut aeCilnLe, 


en eer en ee a ee et ne mans me at ‘ 


THE VELISER 

f art blishe the Northern California Malaco- 
200lical toe tral de is to subseriptions by interested 
Darties. A letter to lirs. Phoebe Balch, 975 Hough Ave., Lafayette, 
‘el,, will bring a beautifully printed prospectus and all details. We 
urze our members who may be interested in the ‘lest Coast fauna to 
"rite to rg. Balch. 
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LISTING OF MARINE SHELLS COLLECTED AT SHEFFIELD ISLAND, OFF 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT, JULY 9 & 10, 1955, BY GORDON USTICKE. 


Acugea_testudinalis testudinalis Muller: Uncommon, usually found 
singly on small seaweed covered rocks at low tide. Up 
to 25 mm long. 

jnachig _avara Say: One worn specimen. 

3usycon canaliculatum Linne: Small live shells on the landward side 
at low tide; color bright orange yellow, also brownish 
with orange yellow beading. 

Crepidula convexa Say: Plentiful, on small shells. 





ce en a an A ae Rieter ee 


Littorina littorea Linne: Very plentiful on large rocks around high 
Tide level, 
Littorina obtusata Linne: Not very plentiful, on seaweed, darix 


a a ne te «et 





ittorina saxatilis Olivi: Quite plentiful, under rocks. Both 
color and markings very variable, - usually an olive 
yellow, either plain or with two greyish spiral bands; 
an uncommon but attractive variation is a plain white 
shell, or a white shell with two brown bands. 

Lunatia heros Say: Uncommon, usually broken. 

Lunatia triseriata Say: Scarce, confined to one small section on 

i the ocean side. Usually a pale buff colored shell with 
very faint markings, rarely with three strong brown bands | 
of color. On most, these bands are missing. One odd | 
shell had markings almost identical with a Polinices 
duplicatus. 

Jellampus bidentatus Say: Not plentiful. 

hassarius obsoletus Say: Mostly 3" to $", very common, crawling on 
the mud on the Sound side. 

lassarius trivittatus Say: Fairly common, some with brown bands. 


ne a ee 





color; and, as a general rule, the shells appear slender, 
though some are quite plump. 


PiLiCYPODS: } 
Aequipecten irradians Lamarck: Though formerly plentiful, the de- | 
struction of the eel-grass eradicated them; only a few 
broken valves remained. 
Anadara ovalis Brusiere: 4 few worn specimens. 


Anadara_transversa Say: Also a few worn specimens. 


ae es pe 


wemma gemma: Cnly one pair. 
xaevicardium mortoni Conrad: Quite uncommon. 


“yonsia hyalina Conrad: One fresh pair 15 mm long - without grains 
of sand. 
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‘rine Shells Collected at Sheffield Island, continued: 


vereenaria mercenaria Linne: Plentiful. 
“alinia, lateralis Say: Only one valve, 16 mm long. 

ye arenaria winne: This was formerly very abundant, but is so no 
i Onzer. 

-ytilus edulis _Linne: ixtremely common, cast ashore in drifts 2 or 


pe Te a 


5 feet high in places, and big beds at the South end of 
the Island. Larcgest shell 85 mn. 
" Yar. pellucidens: Not uncommon, 
" Var. aloino: I found only one pair and one sinzle valve 
searching amongst millions of shells. 
retyicola pholadifornis Lamarck; Not very common. 


eo a at a te eat 


gpisula solidissima Dillwyn: ot common. 
ellina azilis Stimpson: several pairs. 
Volsella denissa Dillwyn: Plentiful, largest 105 ma. 


a er Ne Rl TS AS AG RS IS, 


Across Long Island Sound from Sheffield Island, on the north shore of 
Lon; Island, are some of our favorite shelling areas. We thought it 
sisht be interesting to compare the shells found on the Connecticut 
island with those on our public beaches opposite, from the eastern 
sii of the beach at Bayville throush Crab Meadow to Sunken Meadow, 

all directly on Long Island Sound. 


Our sporadic visits to the aorth shore have been in the "feast or 
famine" category. However, over the past few seasons we have found 
there practically all of the shells that lr. Ustickxe collected in only 
to days, under similar conditions of habitat but in varying quanti- 
ties, An exception is Odostomia trifida Totten. (I am told that I 
should look more carefully?) Concerning Acmaea testudinalis testudin- 
alis Muller, though it is mentioned in practically ell local lists as 
frequeatly found on the north shore of Long Island, all the Acneeas 

7 have found have been identified as Acmaea testudinalis fergusoni 
Wneat. 


The eastern end of the Bayville area, Center Island Beach, is richest 
in the variety of specimens. A township beach formerly closed to the 
oublic during the summer season, Now non-residents can park for a fee 
of 32, We plan to visit there one of these summer days to see how 
the fauna of July compares with that of May and October. 


(na visit to 3ayville this spring we met a family with a charming 
French accent busy gathering Littorina littorea from the rocks. The 
recipes First scrub well, then boil then for about five minutes in 
either sea water, or fresh water with a bit of bay leaf. Serve them 
Plain or with a bit of lemon juice. A pin makes a good pick. A tasty 
sneck, (We did not try them -- seemed so much work for a mouthful, 
Ut perhaps we will some day.) .. . These are the same Littorina used 
80 oxtensively in Hurope and England for food. In the early days of 
s0vea Scotia a few enterprising individuals attempted to develop them 
Commercially, However, the toinkles" never "caught on" -- the colo- 
nists preferring the abundant clams and oysters. 
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NEXT MEETING: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1959, at 2:00 P. M. 
Room 319, AMERICAN .USEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


Tiese NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
nembers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, #1 for each, of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues 91 
oer year) also reecive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. ¥. For other matters ad- 
aress urs. Joscphine Wichern at 62-08 $9th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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The September meeting was a little late in opening, because of the en- 
thusiasm of the members in comparing notes on their summer activities. 
Nfteen of our group attended the A. Hl. U. convention in Philadelphia 
last June, Karl studied in Spain, Neil studied and worked at La Jolla, 
many others took shorter trips. We'll have reports in later issues. 

















ee er a a te te tm a met 


Perhaps not all of our members realize that an identification clinic is 
held before the start of every meeting. Many have found that this is 
just the help they needed. Special thanks are due to our president, 
George E, Jacobs, who has been doing fine service in his capacity as 
answer man, The elinic is scheduled for 1:15 PM, in the meeting room. 
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4 CHECK LIST OF THE MARINE SHELLS OF THE ISLAND OF ST. CROIX, 

With Random 
Annotations. A new publication, compiled by our member Mr. Gordon 
Jstieke, who writes: "This is, I believe, the only up to date check 
list of Caribbean shells; it lists about 650 species, plus an addition- 
al 60 subspecies, and varieties, of which over 20 are new. . There are 
illustrations of 70 shells, most of which are not to be found in ordi- 
nary shell books. . It 18 my hope that the "random notes” will prove of 
interest and value, as most of the shells that are described are treated 
rather fully, and there is much new data obtained from personal obser- 
vation that is not to be found elsewhere. . This list will be good for 
about 90% of the shells from the other islands of the Caribbean. 


There are 95 pag ize 64" x 93", upright. Price is ¥2.95 plus 15¢ 
ges - size : 2? S io 
Dostage king -- Total $4.10. Order from G. Nowell-Usticke 
Sera Paraine oe 1 North Street 
Christiansted, St.Croix, 
U. 8. Virgin Islands. 
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OF RUSSIA'S SBA SCIENCE AND SEA LIFE 


tucked away in a corner of the vast Soviet Exhibition on Technology, 
auiture and Science at New York's Coliseum is a model of the oceano- 
graphic laboratory ship Vitjaz. Around the ship, colorful displays 
show the passer-by something of the extent of the Vitjaz's contribu- 
tions, including the results of dredging and sounding at great depths. 


fle were fortunate to interview the scientist presiding over this dis- 
play, 3. P. Petelin, doctor of marine geology and a senior scientist 
at the Institute of Oceanology in iloscow who specializes in bottom 
sopography and marine sedimentation. 


A ruddy-cheeked man with bushy gray hair and a pleasing smile, Petelin 
quickly noted that he was not a marine piologist and therefore would be 
able to contribute comparatively little to a discussion of mollusks. 

je referred the author to Professor Z. A. Filatova, one of Russia's 
nost noted women, considered, it seems, that country's foremost mala- 
cologist. (An interview by mail ig being planned at this time. ) 


The conversation, nonetheless, proceeded and the doctor held sway for 
an hour and a half, answering those questions he felt qualified to 
and nudging those he dian't toward Prof. Filatova in Moscow. 


That Petelin did comment upon was timely and most interesting. 


The Russians are deeply involved in oceanolozical research. During the 
International Geophysical Year (1957-1958), they put 14 ships to sea, 
engaged in research in meteorology, hydrology, hydrochemistry, bottom 
topography, marine biology and microbiology. 


The Vitjaz's role was particularly played up. Since 1049, it is claim- 
ed, the ship's operations have been responsible for uncovering almost 
200 new marine species, as well as pioneering in charting extensive 
stretches of the Pacific, and Bering sea waters north of Japan. A new 
oeeanie trench was discovered and named after the vessel and, especial- 
ly significant, a aaneatn 40 Petelin, was sounding in the Marianas 
Trench to a depth of 36,012 feet, a new record. rior information, as 
listed in the 1959 World Almanac, states: “Te deepest places yet 
sounded are in the Marianas Trench in the Pacific. The Russian ship ‘ 
Vityaz reported in Aug.1957, soundings showing a depth of 35,958 feet. 


Asked about marine life taken from such depths, Petelin noted that the 
biomass was composed largely of sea anemones but that, in addition, the 
dredge brought up numbers of crustaceans, worms and sea cucumbers, all 
of which had been alive but had guccumbed to pressure and temperature 


changes on the ascent to the ship. 


Petelin himself went on three of the Vitjaz's trips--two to the West 
and South Pacific, one as far south as New Zealand. These provided 
sufficient material to keep him at work in his Moscow Laboratory at 
he Institute, prevented him from being aboard the vessel on a 1959 
denetration of Eastern Pacific waters, with ports-of-call set up at 
Vancouver, San Francisco and Honolulu. 


Regarding the abundance of marine fauna and the number of molluscan 
species in Russian oceanic waters, it was noted that syeh life is pro- 
lifie in the Bering Sea. (One may suggest that Russia's southernmost 


Pacific reaches, the area aground Viadivostoc that lies just northeast 
of the Japanese mainland, is particularly rich. 
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vetelin declined to comment on the Aretic region, noting he had never 
jone any research there. 


yn the subject of mollusks in the Black and Caspian Sea areas, Petelin 
jointed out that whereas in the Caspian such life is plentiful in the 
srackish waters, Black Sea conditions are quite different. There, rel- 
atively Similar life is somewhat abundant down to approximately 660 ft., 
shereupon there is to be found a layer of dissolved hydrogen sulfide 
'yo$) whieh extends down to an aporoximate depth of 7,260 ft, With the 
exception of various microorganisms, no life exists in this noxious re- 
gion, Petelin, however, pointed out that suecessful transplants have 
seen made, With worms, shrimps and one species of fish being taken from 
the Black Sea to reproduce in the Caspian. 


The talk turned to the doctor's own specialties and he brought forth 
nis monograph "The Relief of the Floor and the Bottom Deposits in the 
Yorth-iest Pacific” which emphasizes such research particularly in the 
Sea of Okhotsk-Kurile Islands area. 


Gyentually, we returned to the subject of molluss. "Do you know," 
said Petelin, “there is an interesting story to tell about the shell 
mown as Rapana." (Having a shell of Ravana bezoar in my pocket and 
ringing it forth, we both noted the amazing coincidence. ) 


"Tn the waters around Vladivostock," Petelin continued, "there lives a 
beautiful species of red Rapana which attaches itself fo the hulls of 
ships, is transported in such fashion to the Black Sea, there relin- 
quishes its hold, drops off into the water, reproduces, and now there 
are great numbers of red Rapanas in the Black Sea." 


""is ig a wonderful story," I said, "but surely you can't be serious.” 


"Absolutely I am," the doctor laughed and he went on to tell about the 
bivalves (Dreigssenia) from the Caspian whieh have undergone a simijar 
transportation process, and now inhabit the woscow-Volga canals. You 
night," chuekled Petelin, “eall these the 'Cases of the Travelling 


Mollusks',* 


Discussion then eentered upon Russian Oceanological Institutes where 
work gimilar to the U.S.'s Woods Hole or Scripps organizations might be 
carried on, Petelin noted several scientific bodies along these lines, 
but invariably returned to discussion of the Institute of Oceanology of 
the Academy of Sciences, in ‘ioscow, which would appear to include func- 
tions of the above laboratories with over-all membership registration. 
These he classified as “Technical personnel, sailors, scientists. Two 
slaller groups are the Oceanographical Institute and the Institute of 
Fisheries and Oceanography. 


It was stated that there are no seashell clubs in Russia, lack of inter- 
est stemming from the absence of a large number of species, Avid col- 
lectorg do exist, though strictly on an amateur, unaffiliated basis. 


As for shell eollections, Petelin mentioned one--at the University of 
Xoseow--which is open to the general public (we hope to obtain from 
Prof, Filatova statisties on the number and nature of species displayed). 


Regarding literature on the subjects of mollusks and marine life in 
general, Petelin cited as an excellent book for the relative beginner, 
Marine Life’ (or "Life of the Seas") by Bogorov and Tarasov, and an- 
Other book, "Marine Depths Life", These, readily available, are said 
to be well-printed, well-edited books with many photographs, both in 
color and black-and-white, from various collections. 
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tn addition, there are advanced texts on malacology--and it is wor th- 
suile to report to anyone in doubt that Conus textile is to be found 
sxactly so-named in Russian texts as it is elsewhere throughout the 
orld. Latin remains the Esperanto of the zoologist. 


‘Jygt one more question, Doctor Petelin,” we said, "we know so little 
spout Russian waters in comparison with others. As a human interest 
note to end this interview, do you have the equivalent of a Kraken or 
ther sea monster in fact or fiction in your country?" 


‘dertainly not in fact," he smiled, “but not even in fiction, All our 
Russian monsters come from the forest, not the sea. The nearest thing 
that cones to mind is the importance our lore attaches to the whale. 
You mow, according to ancient legend, the whole earth rests on the 
nace of three Whales. But even there, you see, the whales are good, 
not ab all monsters. * 


Ye returned to the brightly drawn illustration depicting life encoun- 
tered by the Vitjaz at various depths. There the interview ended with 


, friendly handshake and our thanks. 


HENRY §. GORDON 
New York City 7/21/59. 
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DREDGING AT ST. CROIX 


Recently I tried out a small dredge here in water up to about 15 feet 
deep, I started in the harbor of Christiansted, in Aetona Bay. The 

water was shallow (about 8 ft.) and the results were poor, mostly sea- 
veed, and a fow Columbella mercatoria. Then, getting into water a bit 
deeper, near Protestant Key, we brought several Tellina caribaea, and 


a 


sone of the scarce Tellina lintea - also we got a very small crab with 
a brown Crepidula almost entirely covering its back, and a small cylin- 
der of jelly which had a Haminoea within. Then going out beyond Prot- 
estant Key we dredged up several small shells, including some small 
pretty pink Laevicardiums which were very lively when put into a bucket 
of water, darting about from side to side; also many small Divaricella 
quadrisuleata and some of the pretty small Codakia costata, and Pitar 
fulmineta, and a few Diplodontas - also a few of a number of other 
shells. Diving hereabouts brought up some very fine Strombus costatus 
ith pure white lips and a high spire, and the variety Strombus costatus 
svectabilis which is stubbier and has almost black lips. - this black 
glaze gives the shell a very handsome appearance. We also got large 
fassis flamiea and a very fine large Cassis _tuberosa, beautifully 
pres Of course there were plenty of Strombus gigas, both big and 
ttle, 


Next day we tricd our luck at Buck Island, about six miles to the east 
of Christiansted Harbor and nearly two miles off shore. At first we 


oot many Divaricella guadrisulcata, and the small pointed fell 


deana, and the shiny pure white Tellina cuncata, and the plump little 


Strigilla mirabilis, and several other Small bivalves. Then we got a 
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roy small pretty pink cones, Nassarius albus, some Olivella, some big 
yn@ beautiful Oliva caribaensis, and some very pretty Natica canrena, 
nich looked really lovely when they spread out their pink marked man- 
+9 on both sides. Amongst the small shells vas the very odd looking 


cyindrobulla beaui. 


‘s gas was getting low, we headed for home and got back tired and happy. 
y¢ gourse, we got many more shells than I have mentioned, some of which 
yore quite rare, such as Crenclla divaricata (Harbor) and some very 
vomon, - Bulla occidentalis - hundreds of thom; Codakia orbicularis, 
Chione maezyki, dentaliums etc, Also, to my delight, Tellina magna in 


the Harbor. 
. GORDON USTICKE. 
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FRO THE MAIL BAG: 
wr, J. Jd. Sammut, BSc., %.D., 9 The Gardens, St. Julian's, Malta, writes 
"as I have recently become a beginner in the collection of mollusea, I 


would very much like to get in Zouch with a correspondence club with a 
view to exchanging specimens. 


ir, J. Guyaux, 141, rue du Prevost, Ixelles - Bruxelles, Belgium - “I 
oa student in a 3elgian University and I collect seashells. I am 
very interested in mollusca of your country. . ; In exchange I can give 
specinens from the European Coasts." 


ur, A. L. Nissen, Post Office 3ox 94, Innisfail, North Queensland, 
justralia, deseribes himself as a novice, having discovered the hobby 

of shell collecting only within the past two years, since he was trans- 
ferred to Innisfail. Has over two hundred different local shells, with 
fairly plentiful supplies of Oliva ispidula, Palium areola, Fusinus 
longicauda, Polinices pyriformis, and of Cypraea common to that section. 
He concludes his letter: ."You may have some member who is only a be- 
ginmner like myself who aay wish to exchange. . Cir. Nissen's letter 
certainly put us in the mood for a field trip out of Innisfail. - Ed. 2) 


for sale a shell collection and the cabinet in which it is housed. 


ly, Richard Carl, 925 Medford Avenue, Pensacola, Florida, has a shell 
aw whieh ne collected in the South Pacifie and would like to 
€ . 


Bi Marlin wants to be remembered to all his NYSC friends. He is now 
teachins invertebrate zoology and entonology at Bowling Green State 


} 

Urs, Lillian if, Wahl, 157 Riverside Avenue, Westport, Connecticut, has 
University - - and making field trips whenever the opportunity offers. 
; 

1 





fam BORK SAELE Chus NOTES No, 55 Oct.1959. 





President Vice President 

GEORGE EB. JACOBS JOSEPHINE WICHERN 
Recordin; Secretary Corres onding Secretary 
CATHERINE AUDERS GRACE MC DOUGAuUL 
Treasurer Historian 

NMATHILD WHINGARTIBR FRED CANNCIN 


Editorial Staff 
MCRRIS K. JACOSSOK, Editor 
DCROTHY RASTHLE, Associate Editor 


rosie nce angen ipa rari ecaaet cn ease apts isla sills anibalatees ac hewmsterenclrm—ess The arent en nes Renan nna Fe romtnm rphee “eats PSTD =e" Tr rere os wre amen ore 


WENT HEE ING: SUNDAY, DECHLIZER 6th, 1959, at 2:00 PF. Xu. 
Poon 319, AVMRICAN MUSHUL! OF NATURAL HISTORY 


Tese NOTSS ere distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
newers of the xiv YORX SHELL CLUB (dues }2 ver year, yl for each of 
other members of the same family). Gorresoonding members (dues €1 
ver year) also receive the NOTES by mail, Address material for puboli- 
cation to the EDITCR at 455 3each 139th St., Rockaway Seach Orit, Y. 
tr other matters address rs. Josephine Wichern at 62-098 9Otn Bt., 
forest Hills 74, 1-Y¥. The NOTES are published ten times a year. 








mis TWENTY. FIFTH A. il. U. MaeTIne 


fron June 30th to July 3rd, 1959, the 25th annual meeting of the 
imericen Malacological Union was held at Haverford College, just out- 
side of Philadelohia, with Dr, R. Tuexer Abbott oresiding. Haverford 
Gollese wroved to be an ideal setting with its lofty trees, spacicus 
camgus and gracious old buildings, reminiscent indeed of a picturesque 
movie set. irs. i. 3. Baker of the Philadelphia Shell Club welcomed 
the incoming guests warnly and soon made them feel at home. 


(ne of the features of this meeting Was the holding of simultaneous 
lectures in two different halls, one devcted to the popular phases of 
conchology, and the other tc its nore technical aspects. While this 
Wes indeed something new, it nevertheless posed somewhat of a dileuna, 
Since if you attended one session, you had to miss the other. 


deny interestinz papers were presented, among them "Collecting at 
roone, Western Australia”, by Virginia Crr of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, “In Search of Necpilina", by Arthur J. Clarke, Jr., "Crigin 
of the Lend an@ Fresh-Water Mollusxs of the Bahamas", by Dr. William 
J» Cleneh, "Classification in the Clividae", by John Q. Burch, "ax pe ~ 
dition to the Philippines", by John du Pont, “Marine Zoogeography", 

y Oy. Harald A, Rehder, and many others. 


tne of the features of the meeting was a tour of the Department of 
“Ollusts cf the Academy of Natural Sciences, where special snell dis- 
dlays were also on exhibit by members of the Philadelphia Snell Club. 
In the afternoon a tea was served at the Acadeny and later in tne day 
4 cocktail party was held prior to the annual banquet. dere all mem- 
22s were presented with a memento in the form of a jar containing a 
"eal oyster with a pearl inside it. 
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-, Friday, July 3rd, the last day of the meeting, two syecial busses 
sook those who wished to go on the field trip to Cape May, New Jersey. 
(n the way, the busses stopped at the Snow Cenning Go. factory near 
wi1qnocd, where a guided tour initiated us into the intricacies of — 
aincing clams and mating clam broth. The director informed us that 

tnege Claus are found on sand banks, live avout twenty years, and are 

segt for cennin; when between five and eighteen years of age. These 

claas, Spisule solidissima, are brovgnt in on boats from various sta- 

tions along the coast, and were obtained by means of the power dredge 

that tempers of the New York Shell Clwo nad been privileged to see ia 

the pictures Dr. ADvots shoved us which were tatren during hig Pualiee 

cine Exoedition. x 


Te second stcp was at the cement shop at Cave liay Point, Wnere we en- 
joyed Snow's Glaa chewder with our ox lunches. peveral incuredle col- 
jectors found Littorine littorea, ilytilus edulis, and Mitrella lunata. 


Along the Cave “lay canal we made our third stop: There, during dred.- 
Sones : wight 4 + gate: 7 ies ‘ + - ~ " + a bas at 
img operations, two layers of Pleistocene molluscan fossils were dis- 


severed. ‘The waeaberg svent sone time loosing over the area where tnese 
fesosits hed been dwaped, and found many recognizable species. 


(nly one bus load of Collectors arrived at the fourth stop, since the 
other Dus had left for Philadelphia with tiiose who had to return earlier. 
Te die-~hardg collected neer the shucking plant of the Snow Canning 
Jomgany et South Wildwood, N. d., and found Littorina, Littorea, L. 
saRatilis, L. obtusata, and L. irrorata,; Modiolus denissus, Nassarius 
obsdletus, and Melanpus bidentatus. 

This meeting was the larges A. 1i, U. meeting ever held, with 133 
senders attending. The New Yor’: Shell Club wes well represented with 
adelesetion of 15 enthusiasts, and a splendid, detailed account of 

cr activities during the past yeer Was masterfully presented by our 
<ecordin: Secretary. It was very fitting that this memorable meeting, 
the silver anniversary of the American Malacological Union, Was held 

in and just outside Philadelphia, where the A. Ne cs ee OES And 

a8 We all finally journeyed nome, a bit more wearied, but a bit ‘nore 
advanced in concholosy too, wits tie ec:oes of genera and sub-genera 
‘verberating in our ears, with aleidoscopie vistas of conus snells 
and Voluta shells and just shells fleshing hrough our minds, I think 
We ell intuitively knew that we hed attended a very good meeting. 


SWORGE B. JACOSS 
CATHERINE AHDEAS 


and tie color slides they 
ed to attend that meeting 
maen the 


m™ 

a“ resorts from our menbers who attended, 
Siowed, made us wish that we could have manag 
tn Philadelohia. Perhaps more of us can mate it next year, 


AL LU) will meet at TieGill University in Montreal, Canada. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


"The varine Nollusks of Grand Cayman Island, British West Indies" 
By R. Tucker Abbott. Available postoaid g4.0) from 
The academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelonia, Pa. 


4 v0o% of 138 gages and 5 plates, this is a study of various collec- 
tions tede at this locality during the years 1952-1954. There are many 
wluaple ecological notes with each species treated, and several new 


bee a eho ae & igh eee a ee ee 
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uf soecial interest to most collectors is Dr. Apvott's treatment of the 
Conus jaspideus complex. ‘The nunver of hitherto good (?) species in- 
cluded in the synonymy of jaspideus will come as a surorise to many 
ecllectors. Cf interest also is the treatment of Murex pomum and Murex 
ingerialis Swain. -urex pomum is here shown to be distinct from the 
confusing shells coming from the area around Margarita Island, Vene- 
wela, This species in old collections nad always been ‘mown as Murex 
imerialis, ea naae unforturiately found to have Yyeen oreviously used by 
fischer for another shell. Dr. Abbott renames this species a, marga- 
ritensis. It may be distinzsuished fron oomum orincipally by the nunbper 
of varices, ~- mergeritensis usually has from 5 to 6. The number of 
yatices on Murex pomua remains a puzzle. In Vol. l of Johnsonia, Dr. 
Clench gives 3; Reeve in the Iconica also gives 3, Abbott, in the book 
ulder review, says 3 to 4: Clench in a review number of Johnsonia 
synonyaizes pomum with margaritensis, proposing thereby that M. pomun 
uy have fron 3 to 6 varices. Latest of all, Dr. Myra Keen (The Veli- 
ger, Vol. 2) accepts iiurex pomum as a 3 variced ifurex. 


"tndo-Pacific Mollusca" 
A series of monographs published by the | 
Seademy of satural Sciences of Philadelonia. 


To these wno have not as yet subscribed to "Indo-Pacific “ollusea", this 
isa “aust” publication for all students of sea shells from this vast 
ocean area. The first portion of Vol. 1 is now aveileble. It is hand- 
so1ely printed and ;llustrated in color as well as black and white. 

Fach pert Will deal entirely with the species of one or more genera and 
all species are fully treated and illustrated. 


l. 1, No. 1 deals with the genera Vasun and Tudicula. Of great value 
he deseription and illustration of scarcely ‘mown species which, 

ace their publication many years ago, in most cases have never een 
ected or studied since. Among tne Tudicule there are @ new S Decles 
ribea here for the first time, - Tudicula zanzibarica and Tudicula 


ilistoma. 
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Tn addition to Dr, Abbott, there will %e other well !mown malacologists 
Worting on different genera. With the modest orice of subscription, 

i ze advantage of this 4ndisoensible work. Those 
interested shoula get in touch with Dr. &, Tucker Apbott, Academy of 
‘atural Sctences, 19¢h Street and The Parkway, Philadelphia 5, a. 


Reviewed by 
A Di AGEL TIO 
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WICK KATSARAS IN THE NES: 


tiex's auction Septeaber 27th for the benefit of the Academy of Natural 
sciences in Philadelphia certainly received coverage: The New York 
tines, Tribune, News, the radio and Voice of America all took note. If 
this keeps up he'll have to hire an interpreter-secretary to handle his 
yail, Well--it was newsworthy. This year's auction again offered a 
peautiful array of shells. Though fewer in number than last year es 
still several hundred) there were more of tne select and rare varieties. 


Ye could tell which were “iex's favorite shells: As they would de held 
yo for auction his face would mirror an anxious concern as he scanned 
the audience for its orover aporeciation. The »idders' vcices were 
revealing, too. Adoreciation, celignt, determination, friendly spar- 
ring, gcod-natured yielding, indecision, satisfaction, - all were evi- 
gent. cone collector vied with cone collector, Cy oraea collector with 
‘ypraea collector. . . Tue Voluta bednalli, the Murex bednalli, the 
Goreea aurantia, the Murex palmarosea -- all were dreams of "Some day 
wetey have one’. . . George Jacobs relaxed wearily after winning 
sossession of tie Voluta bednalli. And Henry was so excited when the 
gorgeous Spondylus regius was out into his hands that Jerry rescued it 
fro his shating fingers lest it fall and be damaged. 


Jo jichern Was an extremely busy person, being Nick's general factotum 
through all the preparations as well as the day of the auction. . 

Cathy Anders as messenger could have used roller skates. . . 

Tony D'Attilio as auctioneer proved himself an expert in conchology as 
Well as persuasion. It was a long session, but at its end Tony still 
had his voice and his smile. 


Lt the end of the afternoon a tired Nick firmly announced that he 
would not hola his next auction for at least two years. No bets were 
taken, 


POA map te kt 
FROM THE VAIL SAG: 


lr. Slex Schelechoff, of 43 Arras St., Yeronga, Brisbane, Queensland, 


4ustralia sends an exchange list of some 15) species, all ta’xen alive 
1Y0a Joreton Bay or Barrier Reef. His soecial interest is in Cypraea 
and Conus, and he is anxious to establish exchanze contacts. 


it Pel eo Vealshe, @., ©. 30% Ro44, Dares Salaam, Hast Africa, writes 
that he ig "a bezinner with about 13) different tinds of shells from 
the local beach" end inquires about books, leaflets, etc., on the 
sidject, de is interested in exchanging cowrles, and offers: 


-Onetaria noneta : Nauritia a 
; annulus stric 
Posaria helvola Cy praca carneola 
uuria isabella lynx 


sy i ; 
“rronea canrica : tigris 
4 Posaria caput-serpentis 

The ebove in fair numbers. We also has: 


5 nay 7 Ir 

Staphylaea staphylaea Blasicrura kieneri 
“ 1 3 ‘ owenil 

nucleus i : 

‘Tosaria erosa Syoraea vitellus 

AULiti 


&@ mauritiana 
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OUR WANDERING CORRESPONJENT TAKES A HOLIDAY 


shad ten days school holiday (lay 9 - 18). . Friday I went into Sy 
var xed my pack and did last minute shopping, then et the museun. eee 
in Dr, Richard s office just in time for afternoon tea. Got a letter 
sf introduction to a geologist in Brisbane, talked a bit, pottered 
yound their Aussie land snails (terrific collection), then left, ate, 
wa train left 7:30 ?. -:. In Srisbane Dr. Whitehouse called a snail 
collector friend, end we discussed localities, etc. Both were most 
neloful. Sunday Doc, (also president of the Aquarium Club) took me on 
, field trip with tne club--- for the members to get minnows and plants 
for theiy aquaria. Luckily, it was a ereek with a patch of derelict 
rain forest all overgrown with lantana, end very difficult. One of the 
chags came along with me -- for which I was glad. He was full of ener- 
gy and a great help erashing throush the lantana and turning big logs 
over, 1 found 3 Spheospira frazeri, large beauties, and a small #ndo- 
aontid and a small something else. 


“onday, by bus to Cunningham's Gap, 100 miles southwest of Brisbane. 
dere L camped with my tent, etc., and hiked around. It's a national 
park, Deaudiful mountain views and rain forest, but it was the dry sea- 
son, unfortunately, and about all I could find was some Helicarins, 
roosting inside dead leaf bases of piccabeen palms. Took bus back 
Tenesday, and that night saw the snail collector's collection, really 
enjoyed it, a fine set of Aussie shells. 


Thursday morning 8 A. i. bus for Yarraman, 116 miles west of Brisbane. 
This vas the hizh light of my trip -- in tree plantations, and a narrow 
belt of serud around them, I found dozens of live, wonderful Pedino- 
gytfa == I think they are Hayii.. Beautifully marked, dark on top, a few 
siripes, and black, shiny underneath, the umbilicus yellow, shells a- 
bout 25 inches across. The area looked most unpromising, very dry, and 
the tree plantetions were planted in 1930, and prior to planting all 
had been Durnt except the narrow pelt of serub (dary rain forest, nee 
eucalypt) around them. Evidently the snails have really spread out 
again =- it was great collecting, both the serup and plantation were 

_ fairly open and easy walking, sust a matter of locating rotten logs, 
tuming then over, and rating underneath and alongside of them. And 
often a few Pedinogzyra would be uncovered. In several spots I bicep 
six near each other. Spaheospira frazeri was there, not as common a 
Pedinogyra, and they always aestivate inside crevices of rotton logs, 
and are more difficult to find. They were about } the size of those 
fron Brisbane. The only small stuff I found there was dead, some still 
fresh, apparently from the drought. Some Pedinogyra were freshly dead 
and rotten remains still left, 1 suppose from the drought. Dead shells 


vere very plentiful. Scattered about the scrub I came across 5 or 6 
stones used by a dird (pitta) to break 


the snail shells. Quite amaz- 
‘a3, around each stone would be hundreds of Pedinogyra shells, all 

vith a broken side -- the ones right around the stones were very fresh 

énd had been real beauties. They would extend for 10 feet or more 

pod One of the very anak weones (abort Ov x 4 7< ier. Cameron, of 

(16 Queensland Forestry, was ost nelpful and cordial to me there, and | 
Pm ed seen this bird in the act. I heard the bird several times -- 
unds just lie someone hitting a stone with a small pick. | 


Sat a 
ree morning Doe drove me to Tambourine :its., AB miles south of 
sdane, and » famous spot for various naturalists. He left me at | 
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one of the reserves on it, and I hiked along the tracks. It was dary, 
out fair collecting. I found one live, full grown giant Hadleyella, a 
real beauty. Several Pedinogyra, different species, one dead Anna xelea, 
I turned over logs, ripped them open, and tried to turn over several 

that were too big - but I could not find a live Annakelea. It's shaved 

lixe a trochus, sharply keeled and large, and I hope to get baci in 

the wet season and find some., Hedleyella also hides inside of or under 

nuge logs. I'd Given up hope of finding a live one, it was nearly dark 

and I was welking hard, and passed a dead base of a palm tree lying on 

i¢g side, Tight by the track -- I turned it over and under it sat a 

yeautiful Nedleyella. found lots of small stuff, too. The rain forest 
(jungle) there is really luxuriant and beautiful, thousands of tall 

slender palms, and big trees with tall buttressed trunss. Sunday I 

walzed over to another reserve and here I found mostly siell stufl, in- 
cluding; a few Endedonts. Then at 4 ?. 1, I was waiting for the bus, 

when e motorcyclist offered me a lift, so I rode down the mountain and 

ke tiles on the bac: of it, with my puck on my shoulder, tent poles, 

and a canvas bas with the snails, all except the Hedleyella - it was 

carefully peexed in my Dilley can. 


Unfortunately school resumed on Tuesday, so I had to catch the 11:20 
train Jonday morning arriving Sydney 7 A. if. Tuesday, just had time to 
get train to town, Change clothes, and get to Granville by 9 A. M, 


Just one more detail about my trip ~- the canvas bag I carry for col- 
lecting was jemzed full of live snails, nostly Pedinogyra, coming home, 
I leid it on the racts over the seat, and then read a Dit and viewed 

he scenery. After 2 bit, I heard a PLOP beside me. 1 Looked on the 
seat, and shortiy another PLOP, Then I saw -- maggots were falling 
out of my bag! Luckily no one sat under it, I then gaw about six of 
then wriggling around oa the floor, I squashed then with my boots -- 
a prim and proper lady across was quite disgusted. One erawled near 
her and she stepped on it with great disgust. I finally arranged 
things so that nothing more fell out (or else they had already all 
fallen out) and gettled down, It was frightfully cold at night on the 
train. -- It too's me quite a while to get them all cleaned -- could 
get re about a dozen in a boiler at one time, and had to do it at 
night (late), when the other "tenants" weren't likely to go into the 
xitchen. 

FRANK HAUSMAN 


. * : a 
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ue are very sorry that tne Seotenver NOTHS were so late in reaching 
you. The mimeoszraph machine (wiieh has a personality all its own 
anyway) suffered a brealsdown necessitating a new part, and Ye Hd. had 
to adainister much TLC before it would cooperate. 
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NEXT MBETING: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 1959, at 2:00 P. M, 
Room 319, AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


these NOTES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
neavers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for each, of 
other members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues $1 
ver year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
ten times a year. Address material for publication to the EDITOR at 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. ¥. For other matters ad- 
dress Urs. Josephine Wichern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N.Y. 
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THE NEW MACHT: 3 
at the October meeting of the New York Shell Club a vote was carried 
to appropiate $175.00 towards the purchase of a new mimeograph nachine. 
It is to replace the old one which in the hands of Karl Jacobson had 
perforned long and honorable service in the publication of these NOTES 
_ since their inceptisn. 


The writer having consented to undertake hereafter the actual running 
off of these notes, it seemed best to have him decide on the advantages 
of selecting and purchasing a new machine. After consultation with 
several members of the committee it was decided to commit ourselves 
tovards the purchase of the least expensive of the machines on the mar- 
ket even though the price was more than the club had voted on. Ye hope 
that the necessity of sperding the small additional sum will have 
synpathetic appraval from the members. With the addition of the two 
taxes the machine was purchased for the sum of ,202.94. 


Nov that we have the facilities for turning out a mechanically superior 
N.Y, Sheil Club Notes it is to be hoped that the many members of this 
club,both active and corresponding, will begin to contribute notes and 
articles that will make the contents equal to the printing. Illustra- 
tions of the type aprearing in previous numbers of the Shell Notes 

will be gladly furnished by the writer for any author desiring such ~ 
illustrations for any article. In this respect one of the features of 
the new machine is that any reproduction from a line cut toa half tone 
Can be made up on a regular stencil process for the small sum of 3.00. 


hith this incentive, we hope neabers will swamp us with material. 


anthony D'attilio 
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2HE CUBGENEL& OF Some OF vUR LOCAL ChELLS 


Fron time to time, we shall present in these NOES the subgencra in 
which our local shells have been placed. Tre subgénus of a species is 
ysually written between the generic and trivial name in parentheses, 
thuss Spisula (Hemimactra) solidissima. This merely means that some 
student, who had the ertire genus of some mollusk before him, decided 
that a few of the species in that genus had sonething in common that 
sets then off fron their congencrs (fellow-members in the genus). Thus 
Henimectra, established by cCwainson in 1&40, is defined as follows: 
"ight anterior cardinal tooth connected to the lower lateral tooth; 
lateral teeth furrowed, pallial sinus short, rounded." ‘he subgeneric 
type species is solidissima Dillwyn. Actually the chief distinguishing 
characteristic are the furrows on the lateral teeth. Spisula polynyna 
ttinpson, a more northerly form closely resembling our own solidissima, 
belongs to the subgenus Mactromeris Conrad 1€6€, which has the lateral 
teeth quite smooth. ost small private collections kave no need for 
separating the species into subgenera, but in most cases it is a useful 
division for the huge collections housed in most of our museums. hov- 
ever, we feel it might be of interest for our members to know the sub- 
genera at least of sur best known local shells. Hence, if there is no 
protest, we will from tine to time publish a short item on these sub- 
genera. 


WM. K. Jacobson 


BuOK 1EVIEN. 


"6 Check List of the Marine thells of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands" 
by Gorcon 3.. Nowell-Usticke, New York, 1959. Ihis thorough work by one 
of our members is a most useful book for aryone interested in the ma- 
Tine shells of the Vest Indies, and even Florida. In addition to giving 
a full list of all the shells found in St. Croix to date, the author 
gives the length in millimeters of all the species and very interesting 
"random notes" on ecology, variation and other items of interest on 
most of then. These random notes make ab-orbing reading, as most sub- 
scribers to this publication already know from the many aelightful 
articles Mr, Usticke has contributed to our NOTES. There are also good 
keys to help us separate such difficult svrecies as Cerithium for 
instance, All told, the list consists of 720 species and subspecies, 
39 of which are described as new. There will vrobably be some objec- 
tion by students to several of these names, especially in such well- 
known shallow water groups as Nerita and Nassarius, but the differences 
&8 noted by the author seen, “ithout further invectigation, clear mougn 
to bear special names. Even if it is found after subsequent study that 
Some of these names at least are not completely valid, it might be 
noted that the synonymy of most of the forms treated is already so 
leavy that one or two added names will not cause a great deal of incon~- 
Venience, And in the weantime everyone will know that the shells in ct. 
“toix 60 differ in sone respects from the same forms found elsewhere. 
“LET@ are fur plates with eighty species illustrated, including all 

he new ones, 11 in all, this is a very worthwhile work deserving a 
Place in the library of every one interested in these shells. We 
Teconmend it heartily. Copies may be obtained fron Mr. Usticke at 

‘orth Street, Crristiansted, St. Croix, U.t. Virgin Islands. méj 
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rrom Mir. gnd Mrs. George «aeihle, dateline Greyhound Key, Florida 
November 17, 1959: & cottaze by the sea, baimy breezes, no set schedule, 
weather and water €O degrees. etre enjoying it all. Shelling not so 
good this week, so we'll look forward tv next week." 


Fron our wandering antipodean correspondent, Frank hausnan, dateline 

Nev York, Nov. 15; "heckon you'll be surprised to see I'm back in this 
country! ell, I vas getting along fire down there, but I got hurt in 
an auto accident, and after that I decided I Lad had enough of the place 
soi flew home, via Quanta Jet. ‘onderful trip, but it set me back 

quite a Dit financially. Queensland was about the best collecting place 
i've ever struck. I've been out in the woods with my brother, who is a 
forester. He marks timber, nakes rough surveys, etc. and I have found 

a few snail snails while going arounc with him, but it is awfuily dull 
after Australia." 


ed 


It may not be general knovledge but we feel it shoulé be known. Our 
nenber, wirs, xvlollie Baker, presented her entire coilection of shells to 
the luseun at torcester, siass. Not satisfied with this, she has let us 
know that she igs on the look-out for more rare and veautiful shells 
hich she desires to purchase to enrich even further the beautiful 
sollection she kas donated to Worcester. Those of us who have had the 
good forture to see her collection in Ler hove will realize how valua- 
vlea gift tLe people in \orcester received. 


the New York lines of Friday, November 20 had an interesting story, 

plus photo, of our sember and former President Dr. Valter h. Jacobs. 

hovever, it did not deal with his interest in shells, but rather with 
his activities as tooth-guard maker for fighters. he sakes them for 
all, it would seem, f r Joe Louis, Flo:d Patierson, etc.ard has made 
2,030 guards during his career so fer. “hat almost floored us though 
vas to read that, (we quote) Doc used to be "a former amateur lisht- 
weiht." ard to think of all the times we got into a scrap with hin, 


unknowlingly! 


Among the exhibits ef the Corning Glass Works at the Metrepolitan Museum of 

4rt, there appears a large glass panel designei and manufactured ty our fellow 

member an’ former President, inthony mtattilioe It may ndt be gener, 1 knowledge 

that Tony has been werking with glass for years ani among the many things he has 

turned cut is a beautiful ste of glass plates with a different shell carved on 

each one, The exhibit at the Museum cf ccurse has no shell design on it, but 

We are happytoa note that in many cases the inexpressibly beautiful forms of shells 
served as a source of inspiration for the ars and skil of Mr. D'Attilio. 
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CALYPiRAEs (1 .0CKALELLA) RADIANS Lanarck 


the Calyptraea a e with few exceptions a group of shells that rarely 
exeite the amateur collector and a view of a collection of these shells 
yill not be greeted by "oohs" and "abs." Thre shell here illustrated 
nonever has at least the cistinction of large size to merit attention. 


according to Thiele's arrangement the genus Calyptraea is a compre- 
persive one including the following sections; Trochatella Lesson, 
Sigapateila Lesson, Clypeola Gray, Bicati lus Swainson, Crucibulun 
Schumacher. 4&8 understood today these sections are all of generic rank 
and in addition to the family Calyptraeidae we have the superfamily 
(altytraeacea. Of interest also is the modern inclusion of the genus 
Xenophora in this superfamily, rather than close to the »trombus as 
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és a whole the Calyptraea although not distirguished by any vividness 

of coloring have developed very interesting variations in the form of 
their apertures. This consists in sone, as o for example Trochatella, o 
of an interral shelf for the support of the animal and in the remark- 
aple shells of Crucibulum, the popularly called "cup and saucer" shells, 
the internal shelf arises from the center of a saucer like sheil in the 
firm of a conical cup. 





previously thought. 


Viewed externally atfirst sight this species presents the appearance 
ofa lrochus or Astraea. A quick look at the aperture will cispel any 
Such notion. This oddly enough is very similar to the aperture of | 
Jenophora. The aperture and shelf are white with some portions stained 
Town. The shell's surface on the upper whorls is mostly worn or 

Toded by parasitic organisms but where the periostracum does not ad- 
here to the surface elsewhere the shell is a whitish buff. 


‘1 the books readily consulted the Locality of this species seems to 
be uncertain. In "World Yide sea Shells" wi. omith gives Peru as its 
"@0ltat. The Calyptraeidaw are distributed in both tropical and tem- 
berate seas, the west coast of Central and South America being 
"specially rich in Crucibulum and Creridula as well as Calyptraea. 


Anthony D'Attilio 
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SEXT MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 10th, 19%9, at 2:00 P. M. 
5th floor Leeture Hall 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


(hese NOLES are distributed by mail, free of charge, to all regular 
nenbers of the NEW YORK SHELL CLUB (dues $2 per year, $1 for each of 
snov members of the same family). Corresponding members (dues #1 
ser year) also receive the NOTES by mail. The NOTES are published 
sen Simes a year. Address material ae publ tention og the eg at 
455 Beach 139th St., Rockaway Beach 94, N. Y¥. For other matter: ad- 
dra tee. ee ile Wiechern at 62-08 99th St., Forest Hills 74, N. ¥,. 


er tn nt tents ry a te ee a per pe a eps ee 
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Please note that the January LOth meeting will be held in the 5th floor 
lesture hall, which is large enough to accommodate the club feo cay vg 
their guests. Dr. Jerome M. Sehweitzer will present an unusual color 
filn o1 undersea life in Micronesia. We urge you to be prompt. 


a 





TEN YEARS OLD 


Statistics can be very dull, but we think the story of the 
ars of the New York Shell Club is interesting enough to make 


br. Valter H, Jacobs was interested in soa shells and thought Ce pi 
night De a good idea to form a shell club in this area. Paiste oe 
luseum of Natural History led to his meeting Mr. M. Karl pie oe ae 

&@ list or people interested in sea shells was cbtained, preset AY Sy 
John Q, Bureh of California, and from the American meer oe bar ie Sia ain 
“hose who attended a meeting eallel for January 30, ae a ge dae 
>: Natural Fistory included Anthony D'Attilio, Mr. Tanataccten Wal ceeee. 
“sle, Miss Joan Gordon, Georges Hubbell, George EB. Ja A ea See 
Jacobs, M, K. Jacobson, and Fred tegatana ee A reine 
Nesting esiled fo: 51119 OF LS Wa Snaec, | bate pin 
Datities ae ona Te, ay eaekone: Mrs. Alan Freas, ir ° ee 
G. EK, Jacobs, Dr. W. H. Jacobs, M. X. Jacobson, Ce akan ps bea 
Hinson ee oe Mond, Mics Henrietta Sch#eeger, eee scamidered Cari. 
Himots,, The menbers who came to these ee ole Shell Club” was agreed 
arter Members , At this time the name ‘New tore 
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ypon and & constitution was adopted. The treasury now held $12, the 

jues being $1 per year, with Karl Jacobson presiding and Dr. Jacobs act- 
ing as Secretary~Treasurer. fhe third meeting, on March 27, 1949, was 
ended by Charles Braun, A. D'Attillo, Mr. and Mrs. Entwisie, Mrs. A. 
tress, G. Ee Jacobs, Dr. W. H. Jacobs, K. Jacobson, Ernest Jacobson, 8. 
Yarks, L. Mond, Miss H, Schroeder, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tobleman. ‘ At 
the May meeting Mr. D’Attilio, after an amendment to the Constitution 

was elected Vice~president and Acting Treasurer, giving the Club three 
officers. the first field trip, to the meadows in Douglaston, L. I., 
was held on May 15, 1949. At the November 27th meeting it was voted 

that the New Yori: Shel.l. Club should become officially affiliated with the 
Inevican Malacological Union and letters of encouragement were read from 
‘the Nautilue” and from the Conchological Clubs of Buffalo, N. Y. and of 
Southern Australia. At the close of the year Mr. Jacobson was author- 
ized to prepare a publication for the Club as scon as practicable. At 
the beginning of the second year the three officers were reelected, mem- 
bershin cards were ordered, and issue #1 of the New York Shell Club Notes 
was Gistributed to the members. The issue consisted of one page telling 
about the activities of the past year and one page with the current ros- 
ter. "Shell Notes” has been our most ambitious single project. Karl 
Jasopson has given much time and worked diligently to this day, when 
‘Shell Notes" runs to ten issues a year and up to eight pages an issue, 
to produee and edit for our Shell Club a publication in which we take a 
great deal of pride. 


The New York Shell Club was now quite well organized and, with an in- 
creasing membership, was ready to become a conchological club represent- 
ative of the metropolitan area. After five years the attending member- 
ship had inereased to fifty, an Executive Committee set up, and dues set 
at $2 for regular members and $1 for corresponding members. "Shell 
tee Was being sent to all members and to three corresponding members 
members who could not attend meetings) who were : Richard I. Johnson, 
Massachusetts, Miss E. Lewis, Vermont, and William H. Weeks, Brooklyn, 
N.Y, Hleven copies were sent to or exchanged with museums, academies, 
uwiversities, clubs, or individuals with sn interest in conchology. In 
October, 1955 a life membershio was bestowed upon Dr. and Mrs. Julius 
Wissoff in recognition or their contributions to the welfare of the Club. 
In January, 1956 Dr. William K. Emerson of our Museum of Natural History 


Was named an Honcerary Member. 





growth, as can be seen in the 
In addition, there are at 
The Presidents of the Club dur- 


Atter ten years the roster shows a healthy 
recent #56, Noverber, 1959 "Sucli Notes’. 
this time seve a eo ees , i ae a4 ae! 
nteen exchange Lisvings. _ 
ing these ten years have peen in order Karl Jacobson, Dr. Walter H. Jacobs, 
Anthony D'Attilio, Edward F. Cowles jr. and now, in 1959, George BE. Jacobs. 
During this ti - aitore have met with us and have not joined us; 
‘ing this time many visitors t Oe at a sitea CRS 
others have joined for a year or two; pus a steady grow 3 
1 is plainly apparent. Yet we also do remember 


always 2 healt fon. is 

healthy sign, is : : 

that we have loss seven membcu's by death -- Joseph Fiorino 5l, Sidney 
eke 'Sl, Rawin Carswell ‘54, William H. Weeks 57, Irving Klein 57, 
“188 Marjorie Love '58, Miss Gigi Goldman '58, to whose memory we here- 


with pay tribute. 


a Story of our ten years of activity would be selfishly incomplete 
ot se an expression of thanks to the outstanding people in the field 
atural Science, from cur vinest museums and colleges, who have kind- 


¥Y and Pleasantly co: oO our meesings to teach us much about mollusca 
ntly come to our fa 
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and undersea life in general and to enchant us with beautiful 
slides and films showing these creatures. Those who have Se BOA: 


iven Willingly of time and effort in bringing us these f - 
ia go Shs Tucker Abbott, formerly of ne Bs aaa ae, toatitare’ nee’ or 
she Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences: Dr. William J. Cleneh 

Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard; Dr. William K. Emerson, American 
yuseun of Natural History; Dr. Alan Kohn, Osborn Zoological Laboratory 
Yale; Dr. Joseph P. HE, Morrison, U. S. National Museum; Miss Virginia Orr 
Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences; Dr. Jerome N. Schweitzer: Mr. : 
foyal Toner, Vice-President of the Oyster Institute of North America: 

pr, Ruth Turner, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard. Among the dis- 
tinguished visitors to our meetings from time to time are Mr. Ahearn of 
the Boston Malacological Society, Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Bureh of Califomia; 
irs. Z. W. Craine of the American Malacological Union; Dr. Jeanne Schwen- 
gel, well known malacologist; and representatives of the Honolulu and 

the St. Petersburg Shell Clubs. 


fe as a club are greatly indebted to those of our own members who have 
contributed so much to the greater part of our programs. For the most 
part our members are restless, inquisitive people, engrossed in their 
'hobby", willing to spend much time in tracking down the answer to some 
question about a shell. Many are able to travel extensively, and show 
us interesting and instructive films and slides of the many places to 
which they have journeyed -- Australia, the Pacific Islands, West Coast, 
Mexico, Atlantic Coast, Bermuda, Carribean, Spain, even trips around 

South America and around the world -- bringing specimens to show us and 
even distributing some of them as well as pointing out localities where 
shelling is good. Much has been contributed by the members themselves 
toward our knowledge of classifying and naming of shells, ways of clean- 
ing, labelling, storing and exhibiting them, and places for good shellirg, 
Other items on our programs include a Question Box, Shell-of-the-Month, 
Shell Identification Clinic. Twice members have exhibited some of their 
fine shells publicly, first at the Queensboro Public Library in Jamaica, 
Queens, in 1950, and later at the St. Agnes Branch, Manhattan, for a 
period of one month each. Since the spring of 1955 the annual shell 
auction, held within the Club, has been an activity of the Club and, with 
refreshments being served, has become our social event of the season with 
the field trip a close second. The material auctioned consists of ex- 
cess shells, books, pamphlets, and related objects donated by the members, 
proceeds going to the Glub treasury. Public auctions offering shells 
fron all over the world have been conducted in the last two years by three 
henbers of the Shell Club. Our other social event, meaning a time when 
members meet, talk, and become better acquainted, is the spring field 
trip, Ag noted, a field trip was held during the early months of the 
Club's existenee and has been an annual event since. Land, fresh-water 
and Marine shells have been sought in divers places. Localities other 
than the Douglaston Meadows of the first trip which have been explored 
are: the Annsville Cut, Peekskill; Bayville, Cold Spring Harbor, Jones 
“each, Hamilton Beach on Long Island; Clover Lakes Park, New Springville, 
Oakwood Marine Park, Wards Point on Staten Island; and the Watchung 
Reservation, Union County, New Jersey. 


At the end of ten years the New York Shell Club has an active group of 
aembers, slowly and steadily growing in numbers, never seeming to lack a 
lively Program for each of its ten meetings a season, and issuing ten 
nhunberg yearly of the New York Shell Club Notes. Of those whose names 
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were on the roster at the end of the first year, eleven are still regu- 
lex members: Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D'Attilio, Edwara F. Cowles, Harold 
Feinberg, George &. Jacobs, Dr. Walter H. Jacobs, Karl Jacobson, Hdward 
Karlin, Nick Katsaras, Fred Tobleman, Mathilde Weingartner; and two are 
now corresponding members: Mrs. Alan Freas, George Wilmott. 


4s for me, 1 am grateful for my increased knowledge of mollusca, and for 
the pleasure and fun that has come from being associated with the mem- 
pers of the New York Shell Club. 


JOSEPHINE WICHERN. 
December, 1959. 


"LAND, FRESH WATER AND MARINE SHELLS" 


is the title of a course to be given by M. K. Jacobson at the American 
Museum of Natural History. The course will consist of a series of eight 
Wednesday evening lectures beginning in February and running into April. 
for the schedule and further information, those interested should write 
to; Mr. Bruce Hunter, Adult Education Division, 

American Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


"HANDBOOK OF GASTROPODS IN KANSAS" 


by 4. Byron Leonard, published by the University of Kansas, Department 

of Zoology and State Biology Survey, Lawrence, Kansas. Miscellaneous 
publication #20. 224 pages, 11 plates in black and white with 13 to 26 
illustrations on a plate. 87 figures in text. Noting also the distri- 
bution of the Kansas Species in other sections of North smerica. Paper 
bound, $1.00; Cloth bound, $2.00. 


BRING YOUR FILES TO DATE WITH THESE NEW ADDRESSES FOR OLD FRIENDS : 


Mrs, Helen Amorosino 
4709 Seventh Avenue, 
Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 


Dr. Lorraine Gall 
irs. Otto Gall 
324 Post Avenue, 


Westbury, N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Nissley 
15352 Mansfield Road, 
Birmingham, Michigan. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Burch, 
4206 Halldale Avenue, 
Los Angeles 62, California. 
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MARINE SHELLS 


me question was asked: “Are the same Shells fo n & 
sound in the United States?" The answer igs pet Meat ee ie 
neny are cireumboreal, some reaching the northwest eoaee ae Caneiaee 


te British Isles lie in the same latitude ag Lal = 
ieltic Province, 40 to 60 degrees north SAS ean ap singh seo 


i and the marine fx) 
iga mixture of northern and southern forms - many beinz Mesreaiihi rey 
>. ie NS neo . 


the American species which we will consider are ms 

found in the Boreal Province, 40 to 50 north ee eee 
the southern boundary, - but I have extended it to Cape May, Ney Jercey. 
The question is still present: "That causes the difference?" Te anewst 
ig: “The Gulf Stream." It follows our coast north to Cape Hatteras, _ 
inn it turns to the northeast, travelling at the rate of 4 to 5 elas 
ser hour to the shores of Britain, Norway, and Iceland. (See map.) é: 


ds we have to restrict our research, a circle was drawn around the 
xtitish Isles, the center being Carlisle, ingland. Another circle of 
the same Size Was drawn with the center being Sherbrooke, Maine, and 
this cirele includes all of New England, New York and New Jersey. 


Les us examine a few species: There are no abalones found on the east 
coast of the Americas except a small one found in the West Indies - and 
itis very rare, Britain has one - Haliotis tuberculata, a large and 
sequtiful species. It isn't until we reach Hatteras that we begin so 
find any Pinnas - Britain has a large one, Pinna rudis, 15° to 16" 1mg. 


1 7 . 7 . * * s + a 7 a4 
The largest Polinices found in Britain is Polinices catena, about 2” in 
diameter, while our Polinices heros or >, duplicata far exceeds those 
dimensions - Polinices heros often reaching 4" or over. 


Incther shell is Schaphander lignarius, one of the Bulla group, and 
also the heart shell Isocardia cor - we have nothing like either. 


The large scallop of Britain is Pecten maximus. It and the oenrebea 
Pecten opercularis are sold in their markets. They pe cbe a nappa nd 
maller species that are of no commercial value. | Cockles pitt paged 
aritain: Cardium edule, C. aculeatum and ©. iA grail tos aoe h 

tog cockle Pectunculus glycymeris which belongs to @ AY ae. 


fecten magellanicus and Pecten irradians are the ones sold eens Ae 
warkets, Fulgur(=Busycon) canaliculatum and 3. carica a3 poe ee rang eds 
othe east coast of the United States and are truly ae enelis aud 
has seven species of Chrysodomus - all are Large ei nolaun unéatum is 
lack the beauty of our Chrysodomus decemcostavta. There are other 
found on both sides of the Atlantic and is commie. 
“88 mown species of Buccinum found on both s : 
Mediterra- 
ig found 


Arcwica 


Tyo eee eal i gs pes-pelicani, 4 
ng ewes enenopas ee eae ao antes occidentalis 


Man species, 4 nad in Britain 

ae >. 28 Found, in eae Maine Coast. 
mthe grand 3anks off Newfoundland and on the Mal 

‘Slandica ig found in both countries. 
ae ; = ; 4g, Trivia evrepe 
Titain has three species Ot Cypracidae : etek As oRn eres Barnoa 
and Ovula patula. Pholadidae are common to 0 
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pe 


yuncata and Oyrtopleura costata on our 
Pholas candida in Britain. shores and Pholas dactylus and | 


spitonium is well represented on both sides of the Atlantic 


of the surf clams we have Spisula solidissima an g 

Yfactra solida. Razor clams are found in both couhk ele: See as 
olen siliqua and Solen ensis; we have Ensis directus and Solen viridis 
3 small green species. Britain has a number of hard clans: Venus chione 
yenus fasciata, V. verrucosa and V. gallina. Our comnon clam, Venus 
nercenaria, has been naturalized over there. ' 


3yitain has a few genera of Trochidae with a number of 
Calliostoma and Giboula. On our shores we have a sitar ot anen tae of 


Yergarites. 


Yo Urosalpinx are found in Britain, their oyster drill being Murex 
erinaceus. Thais lapillus and Littorina littorea are coimmon on the 
shores of both countries, as well as Acmaea testudinalis. Chitons 
aiso, are found in ‘both countries. Britain has Patella vulgata which 
ve don't have. Crepidula fornicata has become firmly established in 
Sngland, where it was carried with oysters to replenish their beds. 


There are also Tapes, Tellina, Donax and many other genera that I 
haven't even mentioned, as it would male this paper too long - nor have 
I dealt with the Squids or Octopi or the sea slugs or Pteropods. For a 
nore complete list of shells from these regions I refer you to "Shell 
jife™ by Edward Step (British) and “Fauna of New England py Charles W. | 
ohnson, 

FRED TOBLEMAN 


am ae a tn een 











FROM THE QUESTION BOX: 


Wi the difference, if any, between a conchologist and 4 malacolo- 

sist? 

ie) 
Yr, Toblenan: A conchologist studies t 
ogist studies the whole animal. ‘ 2 ¥ 
Wiss Ahdera: The greek “concho” means shell: the Greek “malaco 
means the soft part of shellfish. 


he ghell, while a malacol- 


If we exhibit 


harm shell coloration? : 
noticeably 


To what extent does sunlight 
np Lighting, will they cnange 


shells under ordinary room la 
in color over a period of time? Je 
Mr. Toblenan: Fading in sunlight would vary according to species, 
pints tend to bleach faster than other colors. a : 
ly. Jacobson: Colors distributed through the whole snell will 
not bleach out. , 
ir, Raeihle: Sunlight speeds fading; certain color 2° fade 2 
Yr. D'Attilio: Even under artificial Light, | oer olors Sone. 
great deal; volutes and cones tend to eeD where ee age Le ao. 
Shells fade within days and there 1s no mown way ve ted Mth Fic 
e665. Light has little to do witha thie, bb. te. Senm j 
breakdown of the color cells. , } olors 
Mr. RPaeihle: We nave noticed that in Sstrombus ence the ¢ 
fade slightly shortly after the death of the ea cre or baby ‘oft 
Mr, Levine: A very light applitation of Snes 
Will bring up the color to some CEO Bos en 


Scie tate re dae ee 
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